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A Message from The President

SFMANJ sponsored four Rutgers students to participate in the SFMANJ sponsored four Rutgers students to participate in the 
2012 STMA Student Challenge in Long Beach, CA in January 
2012. Pictured (l-r) Kyle Genova, Rutgers Student; Brad Park, 
Rutgers University; Erik Taylor, Rutgers Student; Kevin Rund-Rutgers University; Erik Taylor, Rutgers Student; Kevin Rund-Rutgers University; Erik Taylor, Rutgers Student; Kevin Rund
strom, Rutgers Student; Nick Delmar, Rutgers Student; Matt 
Olivi, SFMANJ President; Don Savard, CSFM, CGM, SFMANJ 
Past-President.

A team of three County College of Morris (CCM) students was A team of three County College of Morris (CCM) students was 
sponsored by SFMANJ to participate in the Student Challenge 
at the 2012 Sport Turf Managers Association Conference held 
in Long Beach, CA in January. Pictured (l-r) Matt Olivi, SFMANJ 
President; David Los, CCM Student; Giancarlo Sarrullo, CCM 
Student; and Dan Colyer, CCM Student.     

Student Challenge . . .

The off-season is over and we are ready for another year of doing what we do best.  As we 
scratch-up our infield skins for the first time this year we have an opportunity to apply all of 
the new knowledge that we’ve acquired over the winter months from the various educational 
programs we’ve attended.  Several members of the Sports Field Managers Association of New 
Jersey (SFMANJ) Board of Directors attended the annual Sports Turf Managers Association 
(STMA) Conference in January.  As always, STMA put together a very informative educational 
program.  SFMANJ was well represented on the national stage this year by two of our local 
chapter Directors.  Brad Park from Rutgers University and Past-President Don Savard from 
the Salesianum School were honored as guest speakers on the program.  Also representing 
our local association were the two Student Challenge teams from Rutgers University and 
the County College of Morris.  SFMANJ was proud to sponsor both teams.  Our thanks to 
all of the students who took part in the challenge as they also represented us well.  We look 
forward to working with the next generation of up and coming sports field managers.

Local educational opportunities for sports field managers will be available throughout the 
year. SFMANJ will be hosting its annual Spring Field Day on Thursday, April 19, 2012.  This 
year we’ll be heading north to Ginty Park located in Morris Township, New Jersey.  Be sure to 
join us early for morning refreshments and catch-up with friends and colleagues from all over 
the state.  After breakfast, we’ll roll up our sleeves, test out some infield grooming equipment 
and show you a few tricks of the trade. Then, we’ll move to the outfield and best management 
practices for maintaining healthy turfgrass will be discussed.  These proper cultural practices 
will be demonstrated in the practical applications of topdressing and aeration.  This will be 
the main focus of our educational program and demonstrations will feature some of the best 
equipment available from local distributors.  After the conclusion of our demonstrations, 
we’ll fire up the grill and have lunch.  We’ll continue our educational program after lunch 
with a risk assessment seminar featuring Dr. Neil Dougherty, Rutgers University. Brad Park, 
Rutgers University will conclude the day with a presentation describing how to read and 
interpret a pesticide label. Distribution of NJ pesticide recertification credits will immediately 
follow.  Admission to the Field Day event will be free of charge to all pre-registered SFMANJ 
members.  Be sure to keep an eye out as further updates, program details and registration 
information will be coming your way.

As sports field managers it is always in our best interest to be aware of any legislation that 
affects our maintenance practices. We are all aware of the Fertilizer Regulations that were 
passed into law last year.  Since then, Rutgers University has been working hard to develop 
a Professional Fertilizer Applicator Certification Training Program.  The online program is up 
and running and available for all sports field managers to stay in compliance with state law. 
The certification process is outlined in detail at www.profact.rutgers.edu. We encourage all 
Sports Field Managers to study the related material and if necessary, become a certified 
applicator.  

The SFMANJ Board of Directors looks forward to seeing you at upcoming educational 
events.  We will continue to make all of the informational and educational resources you need 
available to you as we move forward.  All members are always welcome to attend monthly 
board of directors meetings and are encouraged to contact us with questions, comments and 
concerns.

Matt Olivi is Sports Field Manager, Piscataway Board of Education, 
Piscataway, NJ; and SFMANJ President
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Toro is committed to creating the most durable and reliable equipment to help turf professionals 
work more efficiently. With a wide range of innovative, high-quality products to choose from, 
Toro has the right turf equipment and irrigation solution for your job. The right choice.

Providing quality turf equipment since 1914.

The tools for all your grounds 
     maintenance needs.

Reelmaster® 5010 Series

Groundsmaster® 5900

Groundsmaster® 7210 
with Polar TracTM

Sand Pro® 5040

Workman® HD Series

Pro ForceTM

Storr Tractor Company, Branchburg, NJ
908-722-9830    www.storrtractor.com

Steve Bradley    Fred Castenschiold     Kevin Hoban

Storr_Toro_Family_Ad_4_10.indd   1 4/28/10   10:11 AM
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2012 SFMANJ
BoArd oF directiorS

OffiCerS
President ................................................... Matt Olivi, Piscataway BOE
Vice President ....................... Fred Castenschiold, Storr Tractor Co.
Secretary .............................Scott Bills, CSFM, GreenPRO Materials
Treasurer ........................ Sean Connell, Georgia Golf Construction

DireCTOrS
Ray Cipperly ......Middlesex County Vocational and  Technical Schools
Brad Park .................................................................Rutgers University
Matt Pinkerton ............................................................ Byram Township
Don Savard, CSFM, CGM ......................................Salesianum School
Kevin Shipman ..................................Kingsway Regional High School
Craig Tolley ................................................ County College of Morris
Mike Viersma ................................................ The Viersma Companies
Rich Watson ................................................. Pine Hills Public Schools

Advisor .................................. .Dr. James Murphy, Rutgers University
Executive Secretary .......................................................Debbie Savard

MiSSiON STATeMeNT
Committed to enhancing the professionalism of athletic field 
managers by improving the safety, playability and appearance of 
athletic fields at all levels through seminars, field days, publications 
and networking with those in the sports turf industry.

Contact us at:
PO Box 205 • Pennsville, NJ 08070

Web site: www.sfmanj.org
Email: mail@sfmanj.org • Phone/Fax: 856-514-3179

National Organization
Sports Turf Managers Association

www.stma.org
Email: stmainfo@stma.org • Phone: 800-323-3875

Currently we have 169 new & renewed members. Sports Field 
Managers Association of New Jersey mailed invoices for 2012 
membership dues to all current members. If you did not receive 
an invoice, please contact us at 856.514.3179 or download the 
membership form available at www.sfmanj.org.  Mail membership 
dues direct to SFMANJ, PO Box 205, Pennsville, NJ 08070.   

New and Renewed
SFMANJ Members

WILLIAM M ALMENDINGER PISCATAWAY TWP BOARD OF ED
DANIEL ANDRUS BLAIR ACADEMY
ROBERT AUTORINO PARAMUS BOARD OF ED
ANTHONY BARONE DOWN TO EARTH LANDSCAPING, INC.
WAYNE T BARRETT WEST MILFORD BOARD OF EDUCATION
SCOTT BEACHY MILLSTONE TOWNSHIP
VINCENT BENENATI TENAFLY BOARD OF ED
JAMES W BETTS TUCKAHOE TURF FARMS, INC.
BOB BEUTEL BOROUGH OF TENAFLY
ED BIERNACKI SOUTH RIVER BOARD OF ED
BERNARD F BIGLEY, III MANAQUAN BOARD OF ED
WALTER BIJACZYK, JR. SOMERSET COUNTY PARK COMMISSION
SCOTT BILLS, CSFM GREEN PRO MATERIALS
BILL BOHRINGER PANTANO NURERY AND LANDSCAPE SUPPLY
LOUIS BOSCO TURF EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLY CO
FRANK BOTTI MONROE TOWNSHIP RECREATION
STEVE  BRADLEY STORR TRACTOR CO
MICHEAL J BRENNAN COUNTY OF UNION
PAUL BRUNI DELAWARE VALLEY SPRAY SERVICE, INC.
GREG BUNTING  PINE HILLS BOE
KYLE  D  CALHOON METLIFE STADIUM
VIRGIL CAPUTO MONROE TOWNSHIP
CHRIS CARLSON BERGEN COMMUNITY COLLEGE
PETE CARUSO LEVITT’S LLC
FRED CASTENSCHIOLD STORR TRACTOR COMPANY
ALEX CHAPPOTIN COUNTY OF UNION
JAMES CHIMENTO JC LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION MGMT
TIMOTHY T CHRIST ESSEX COUNTY
BRUCE CLARKE PH.D. RUTGERS UNIVERSITY
MIKE CLIFFORD WILFRED MACDONALD
RICHARD B COOKE THE PINGRY SCHOOL
JOHN COOMBS COOMBS SOD FARMS LLC
NORMAN CROMWELL, JR. ROBBINSVILLE TOWNSHIP
JOHN CROSSEN TOWNSHIP OF HILLSBOROUGH
ROBERT CURRY COVERMASTER, INC.
LEONARD M DEBUCK DEBUCK’S SOD FARM OF NY, INC.
THOMAS DEFINO FISHER AND SON COMPANY
STEVEN DELELLIS MANALAPAN TWP DPW
NICHOLAS W. DELMAR RUTGERS UNIVERSITY
BRIAN DELUCIA  PISCATAWAY TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS
DENNIS DESANCTIS, SR. DOUBLE ‘D’ TURF, LLC
BOB DISKO SOMERSET COUNTY PARK COMMISSION
JOY DOBROSKY HANSON AGGREGATES - BMC
JEFFREY DORER MORRIS HILLS REGIONAL DISTRICT
BARRY DRAYCOTT TECH TERRA ENVIRONMENTAL
THERESA A DUNWIDDIE NJ RECREATION AND PARK ASSOCIATION
ROBERT ERICKSON CITY OF BORDENTOWN
LANCE ERNST TURF EQUIPMENT & SUPPLY CO, INC.
DAVID ERTLE OCEAN COUNTY UTILITIES AUTHORITY
STEVE EVERY PIONEER ATHLETICS
THOMAS J FIK, PE, CME CARROLL ENGINEERING CO.
BILL FOELSCH MORRIS TOWNSHIP
PETER GALOSI CINNMINSON BOARD OF ED
JOHN GARDNER TUCKERTON TURF FARM, INC.
DON GAVEN  KEARNY DPW, SHADE TREE DIV.
SCOTT GEIER  BOROUGH OF HAWTHORNE
KYLE GENOVA  RUTGERS UNIVERSITY
BRIAN GJELSVIK  SEETON TURF
DENNIS GRANAHAN DRYJECT, INC.
KEN GRIEPENTROG NATIONAL SEED

Continued on page 6
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This newsletter is the official quarterly publication of the 
Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey.

For information regarding this newsletter, contact:
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Editor: Brad Park, Rutgers University, Email: park@aesop.rutgers.edu
Layout and Design: Debra Savard, Email: debbiesavard@aol.com

SFMANJ does not necessarily support the opinions of those reflected in the following articles.
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Continued on page 15

Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey (SFMANJ) received 
three applications for 2011 Field of the Year. The entrants included 
Somerset County Park Commission, Torpey Athletic Complex, Softball 
Field, Somerville, NJ from David Kuczynski; Northern Burlington 
County Regional School District, Varsity Soccer Field from Don 
Czehut and Bernard Luongo; and Hammonton High School, Frank 
Capoferri Football Field by Frank LaSasso.

After personal interviews and visits to each field, the SFMANJ Board 
of Directors chose Frank Capoferri Football Field, Hammonton High 
School as the 2011 Field of the Year. Somerset County, Torpey Softball 
Field and North Burlington County School District, Varsity Soccer 
Field were both awarded runner-up.  

Dave Kuczynski from the Somerset County Park Commission was 
the Field of the Year winner in 2010 for the Torpey Athletic Complex 
Baseball Field.  Dave has transformed both the softball field and 
baseball field into very playable surfaces that are perhaps two of the 
best public ball fields in New Jersey. Both fields have natural turf, with 
the baseball field having a grass and skin infield and the softball field 
being all skin. Dave credits his years working with Ray Cipperly and 
Dan Purner at TD Bank Ballpark, home of the Somerset Patriots with 
giving him the skills and confidence to become a superior sports turf 
manager. When asked, Dave still helps at the ballpark.

In addition to both ball fields, which are lighted, Dave is responsible for 
a lighted synthetic all-purpose field. From late April until late October, 
Dave estimates 25-30 ball games are played on his two fields, 7 days a 
week. 

Like many experienced groundskeepers, Dave performs much of the 
infield grooming by hand. His pre and    post- game routine, learned 
at TD Bank Ballpark, included making sure all displaced infield mix is 
swept from the grass to prevent lip build up.  Dave will then make sure 
the pitcher’s mound and home plate area are leveled with moistened 
clay and compacted. If no game is scheduled during the day, Dave tarps 
these areas, to keep the clay moist. SFMANJ congratulates Dave for his 
being a runner-up for the 2011 Field of the Year award.

In Columbus, NJ, the Northern Burlington County Regional High 
School has made great strides improving the safety and playability of 
their sports fields.  Don Czehut, Facilities Director and Bernard Luongo, 
Grounds Supervisor have worked together to provide students of the 
school district with quality fields.  

Several years ago, Don and Bernard, began following a comprehensive 
turf management program that included cultural practices such as 
aeration and over-seeding, applications of nutrients required by soil 
testing and the responsible use of pesticides, only when necessary. 
In addition, maintaining a regular mowing schedule which includes 
returning clippings to the soil and keeping mower blades sharp, have 
improved the health of the turf.

The results of their diligent efforts allowed Don and Bernard to 
submit an application for 2011 Field of the Year for the varsity soccer 
field.  Speaking with both gentleman 3-4 years ago, I don’t think either 
of them could have imagined then, that one of their fields would be up 
to the standards required to be a Field of the Year candidate.

The North Burlington County Regional School District should be 
proud of Don and Bernard, their efforts and more importantly, their 
results. In a time when all we hear about are budget issues, Don and 

Hammonton High School’s Frank Capoferri FieldHammonton High School’s Frank Capoferri Field
2011
By Scott Bills, CSFM

Field of the YearField of the YearField of the YearField of the Year

NATIONAL SEED
PROFESSIONAL TURF PRODUCTS

Specializing in Quality Grass Seed  
to Meet All Your  

Turf Performance Standards
Call for a Catalog

800-828-5856
Carrying a full line of quality mixtures 

especially formulated for:
SPORTS AND ATHLETIC FIELDS

LOW MAINTENANCE AREAS
GENERAL GROUNDS

GOLF, LAWN AND RECLAMATION

Technical Agronomic Support and 
Custom Blending Available

Hammonton High School’s Frank Capoferri Field: The 2011 SFMANJ Field of 
the Year)
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Continued on page 9

On January 5, 2011 Governor Christie signed into lawNew Jersey 
Act, P.L. 2010, c. 112 (C.58:10A-64).  The Act is intended to protect 
all New Jersey surface and ground waters from impairment by 
minimizing nitrogen and phosphorus pollution that may be derived 
from fertilizer. It addresses the application, sale, and use 
of fertilizer for turf. Both specialty fertilizers sold at retail 
for turf and professional fertilizer applicators making applications 
to turf are affected by this law. As defined in the law, “Turf means 
land, including residential property and publicly owned land, that 
is planted in closely mowed, managed grass, except golf courses 
or land used in the operation of a commercial farm”. Please 
note that, while golf course turf is exempted from the fertilizer 
restrictions in this law, those individuals applying fertilizer to golf 
courses are considered professional fertilizer applicators and 
are required by law to participate in the certification program. 
Fertilizer applications to commercial farms are not affected by 
this law.

Update on Certification
of Professionals

A “Professional Fertilizer 
Applicator” is defined in 
the law as any individual 
who applies fertilizer for 
hire, including any employee 
of a government entity who applies 
fertilizer within the scope of employment. The 
law requires that a certification program for professional 
fertilizer applicators be established by the Rutgers New Jersey 
Agricultural Experiment Station (NJAES) in consultation with 
the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP). Please 
note that this certification program for professional fertilizer 
applicators is not part of pesticide licensing administered by the 
DEP. Thus, the fertilizer certification program is separate from 
the pesticide licensing program and you will need to participate 
in both programs to legally apply both fertilizer and pesticide 
as a professional in NJ.

The New Jersey Fertilizer Law:

By Dr. James Murphy
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JEFF HALL MANALAPAN TOWNSHIP
ERIK HAMMERDAHL MORRIS-UNION JOINTURE COMMISSION
KYLE M HARRIS MONMOUTH UNIVERSITY
STEVE  HEDGES TOWNSHIP OF MANSFIELD
GEORGE HERBERGER BEN SHAFFER & ASSOCIATES, INC.
JAMES  HERMANN TOTAL CONTROL, INC.
STEVE  HESSER LAWN AND GOLF SUPPLY CO.
RYAN HILLS  TRENTON THUNDER
KEVIN HOBAN STORR TRACTOR CO
BLAKE  HOERR NEW YORK JETS
FRED HOGE COVERSPORTS USA
GENE HUELSTER GRASS ROOTS TURF PRODUCTS, INC.
JOHN INGLIN HIGH POINT REGIONAL H. S.
RICH KALISH CTP FARMSIDE LANDSCAPE & DESIGN, INC.
TOM KARSZEN TDK KANDSCAPES
FRED KENDALL CITY OF SALEM BOARD OF EDUCATION
GERARD KERR KEARNY DPW, SHADE TREE DIV.
ERIC KNAPP MANALAPAN TWP DPW
HUGH KNOWLTON BERGEN COMMUNITY COLLEGE
DAVID KUCZYNSKI SOMERSET COUNTY PARK COMMISSION
ANTHONY LANCE TOWNSHIP OF WOODBRIDGE PARKS DEPT
FRANK LASASSO HAMMONTON BOARD OF ED
JOHN LEWLESS HOPEWELL VALLEY REG. SCHOOL DIST.
ADAM LIEB BOROUGH OF FLORHAM PARK
MIKE LINKEWICH SEETON TURF
WILLIAM C LOFTUS PINE HILLS BOE
DAVID LOS COUNTY COLLEGE OF MORRIS
ED LUCID MIDDLESEX COUNTY PARKS DEPT.
COLIN F MACDONNELL III RAMAPO COLLEGE OF NJ
DAVID MAINES BOROUGH OF MADISON
KEVIN MALONE CSFM THE LANDTEK GROUP INC.
ROBERT MANNING PISCATAWAY TWP BOARD OF ED
LOREN MARTIN TERRA-GRO, INC.
BILL MAST AER-CORE, INC.
RON MATAKITIS DELBARTON SCHOOL
LARRY MAYEROWITZ MIDDLESEX COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION
GREG MCCARTY MOORESTOWN BOARD OF EDUCATION
JOHN MCKNIGHT US ATHLETIC FIELDS, INC.
LEONARD A MCRONE MCRONE LANDSCAPE, INC.
JEFFREY MILES FAIRLIEGH DICKENSON UNIVERSITY
MIKE MINARD TURF EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLY CO
TIM MOORE THE LAWRENCEVILLE SCHOOL
ERIC MUENTENER HOPEWELL VALLEY REG SCHOOL DIST
DENNIS MYERS RANNEY SCHOOL
ART NEFF VILLAGE OF CROTON-ON -HUDSON
DICK NEUFELD PLANT FOOD COMPANY
MIKE NICOTRA THE TURF TRADE
KURT NILSSON  TURF & DIRT
KENNETH O’BRIEN MENDHAM BOROUGH - DPW
CARL OLIVI PISCATAWAY TWP BOARD OF ED
MATTHEW B OLIVI PISCATAWAY TWP BOARD OF ED
GEORGE OLSON TRIMALAWN EQUIPMENT
MARK OZOROSKI CITY OF SUMMIT
BRIAN PARDOE TURF EQUIPMENT & SUPPLY
BRADLEY S PARK  RUTGERS UNIVERSITY
BRADFORD PASTRICK NORTH BRUNSWICK TOWNSHIP
ALBERT W PAUL GCA SERVICE GROUP, INC., RIDGEWOOD BOE
TONY PAVELEC, JR JERSEY SOIL BLENDING, LLC
EUGENE PEER MONTVILLE TOWNSHIP, RETIRED
TANAEL PENA MORRIS HILLS REGIONAL DISTRICT
SAM PEPE, CSFM, IPM CORD CENTRAL REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
WES PERRINE GREENPRO MATERIALS
TED PLATZ PLANT FOOD COMPANY
MARIE POMPEI F.M. BROWN’S SONS, INC.
NICK PRUSAKOWSKI MANALAPAN TWP DPW
RYAN RADCLIFFE LAKEWOOD BLUECLAWS
CHARLES RAMOS  RANNEY SCHOOL
FRANK RAVASCHIERE CITY OF LONG BRANCH
GERARD REDMOND METUCHEN SCHOOL DISTRICT
CHARLES ROGERS PLAINSBORO TOWNSHIP
EDMUND ROHLAND MILLVILLE BABE RUTH SPORTS COMPLEX
KEVIN RUNDSTROM RUTGERS NIVERSITY
MICHAEL RYAN THE LANDTEK GROUP, INC.
JUSTIN B SADOWSKI

JAMES SANER OCEAN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF ED
GIANCARLO SARULLO COUNTY COLLEGE OF MORRIS
DON SAVARD, CSFM, CGM SALESIANUM SCHOOL
MICHAEL SCHMALZER OAK KNOLL
BRANDON SCHMIDT PARAMUS BOARD OF ED
JEFFREY SCHOFIELD CINNAMINSON BOARD OF ED
LANCE SEETON CLARKTON SPORT TURF SERVICES
STEVEN SEGUI THE TURF TRADE
MICHAEL SHANKO PEDDIE SCHOOL
JACK SHANNON WEST DEPTFORD BOE
MICHAEL SHANNON HANSON AGGREGATES - BMC
BRAD SIMPKINS PLANT FOOD COMPANY
KARL A. “CHUCKIE” SINGER, JR. CITY OF BAYONNE
BRENT J SLIKER TOWNSHIP OF MANSFIELD
BRIAN STEPHENSON NEWARK ACADEMY
KEN SUTTON APPOQUINIMINK SCHOOL DISTRICT
ERIK TAYLOR RUTGERS UNIVERSITY
STEVEN TERNOSKY MORRIS HILLS REGIONAL DISTRICT
STEVE THOMPSON AER-CORE. INC.
ANDREW TOBIAS SOUTH RIVER BOARD OF ED
THOMAS J TORPEY MONROE TOWNSHIP
LARRY TOTH RIDER UNIVERSITY
JAY TRSTENSKY DELAWARE TOWNSHIP
WALTER TUCKER
ROBERT UHRIN PISCATAWAY LITTLE LEAGUE
PETER VAN DRUMPT DRYJECT, INC.
GEORGE VAN HAASTEREN, CGM DWIGHT-ENGLEWOOD SCHOOL
BARRY VANSANT NATIONAL SEED
MICHAEL VIERSMA THE VIERSMA COMPANIES
GEORGE WARDEN MIDDLESEX CO DEPT OF PARKS
JACK WARNER TOWNSHIP OF FREEHOLD
RICH WATSON PINE HILL PUBLIC SCHOOLS
BERNIE WHITE WILFRED MACDONALD
RALPH WOODS PARAMUS BOARD OF ED

New and Renewed SFMANJ Members Continued from page 3

Native soil athletic field con-
struction 

Synthetic field base con-
struction 

Laser grading 

Pitcher’s mound building 

Synthetic track repair and 
installation 

Sodding and seeding  

Infield laser grading 

Aerification services 

 

Georgia Golf Construction, Inc., 1441 Route 50, Woodbine, NJ 08270 

www.georgia golfconstruction.com/609-628-2597/404-216-4445 

 
Georgia Golf Construction, Inc. 

Athletic Field and Track Specialists 
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800-347-4272
www.JohnDeereLandscapes.com

We know you work hard.
Let us work harder.

Lean on us for some of your business demands - we know we can work harder for you. This is 
why we’ve implemented the Partners Program and Business Solutions, and the  
Px3 Maintenance Package.

Px3 helps you with the planning process by providing customized bids for each project. We 
can accurately estimate the square footage of any property.

Customers who join our Partners Program earn points on every John Deere Landscapes 
purchase and redeem those points at an online store, for various industry events, or for cash 
on account. Program members are also eligible for our Business Solutions, which can help 
reduce your day-to-day business expenses.

Please contact your local branch to learn more about these opportunities. We are eager to 
help you with as many of your business challenges as possible!

Continued on page 17

As a Certified Sports Field Manager (CSFM), I consult with dozens 
of municipalities, schools and private sports organizations each year 
regarding problems with their ball fields. If I only had a nickel for every 
time I heard, “My infield mix doesn’t dry out”, or “My infield mix turns 
to concrete in the summer”, or “My infield mix is like a sand box” or 
“How do I keep weeds from growing in my infields.” Sound familiar?

Despite all of the inventions and historic moments in the last century, 
curing polio, sending a man to the moon, Facebook (Yuk), we couldn’t 
figure out what makes a quality infield mix.

In 2007, two Major League Baseball head groundskeepers had serious 
problems with their infield skin surfaces. After calling most of the major 
manufacturers of infield materials, the only answer was to completely 
tear out the mix and start from scratch.  Unfortunately, time and 
expense didn’t allow for that option.  Convinced they could somehow 
salvage or ‘amend’ the mix they already have, they didn’t stop inquiring. 
The symptom on both fields was ‘chunking out.’  In other words, the 
infields would not stay together without a lot of moisture. Experience 
working with many materials, told both groundskeepers, they needed 
more clay.  

Persistence led them to Grant McKnight, The Natural Sand Company.  
For several years Grant had been trying to figure out why there wasn’t 
an agreed upon standard for infield mixes.  He concluded that because 
there was not a single source of ingredients that could be reproduced 
nationally, the industry relied on regional sources.  When Grant received 
the phone call from two prominent groundskeepers, he felt it was time 

By Scott Bills, CSFM

to reach out for additional help.  Grant contacted Dr. Norm Hummel 
of Hummel and Company.  Dr. Hummel is one of the country’s most 
respected soil scientists. 

The Natural Sand Company owned a natural source of clay, plus a 
sand source that could be screened to meet specific standards. Before 
any amendment could be formulated to help these fields, he needed 
to know the analysis of the existing infield mixes on each field. The 
mixes were sent to Dr. Hummel for analysis. Dr. Hummel provided a 
report indicating the percentage of sand, silt and clay, a breakdown of 
the sand gradations, from fine to coarse, plus the ratio of silt to clay.  
After consulting with Dr. Hummel and discussing the test results with 
each groundskeeper, Grant manufactured an amendment for each field.  
The prescription was to blend a specific amount of amendment into the 
top 2-3 inches of existing infield mix.  The goal was to reduce the overall 
amount of sand, specifically fine sand, increase the amount of clay and 
reduce the ratio of silt/clay to less than one.  

After installing the amendment, both groundskeepers noticed a 
significant improvement in the performance of their infields.  The fields 
were staying together, they were able to absorb and hold moisture 
longer, the playing surface was consistent throughout the infield and 
overall maintenance requirements were greatly reduced.

As a result of those two success stories, now 16 of 30 major league 
teams have either amended their existing infields or in the case of the 
new Miami Marlins stadium, installed the product within the complete 
profile.
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Dr. Henry W. Indyk
Graduate Fellowship 

in 
Turfgrass Science

As many of you know, the turfgrass industry lost a dear friend and colleague in September As many of you know, the turfgrass industry lost a dear friend and colleague in September 
2005.  We will all miss Henry very much and would like to insure that his legacy lives on.  
The Indyk family would like to establish a memorial fellowship to support graduate students 
interested in applied turfgrass science.  This fellowship is being created to help assure that 
tomorrow’s graduate students have the financial resources to get an advanced degree in 
turfgrass science at Rutgers University.  To fund a full graduate assistantship each year in 
Henry’s name, we will need to raise a total of $400,000.  Your generous support at this time 
will bring us closer to reaching this goal.   

To make a tax-deductible contribution today, please send a check payable to the Rutgers 
University Foundation, 7 College Avenue, New Brunswick, NJ 08901. Be sure to indicate “Indyk 
Fellowship, Turfgrass” in the memo portion of your check. If you desire, you may provide a 
donation in the form of a pledge payable over several years. 

For information on other ways to support this fellowship, please contact 

Dr. Bruce B. Clarke, Director – Rutgers Center for Turfgrass Science 
(732) 932-9400, ext. 331; or clarke@aesop.rutgers.edu or 

John Pearson, Director of Leadership Gifts at the Foundation, by calling 
(732) 932-7899 or email: pearson@winants.rutgers.edu

Find a distributor and field maintenance videos  
www.Turface.com or 800-207-6457

 

Our newsletter advertisers are invited 
to submit articles to Update profiling 
themselves, their company, their 
services or their products. 
Entitled “Spotlight on our Advertisers”, 
these 1/2 page articles can include 
your local salespersons’ names, 
phone numbers, and email addresses  
along with any local events you are 
sponsoring. 
It can run next to your company’s 
ad or be in a seperate area of the 
newsletter. 

AND IT’S FREE!
What a great “perk”!
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To become certified, the law specifies that professionals must 
receive training in the five subject areas outlined below and pass 
an exam which addresses these subjects:

The proper use and calibration of fertilizer application 1.
equipment;

The hazards involved in, and the environmental impact of, 2.
applying fertilizer, including nutrient pollution to the State’s 
waterbodies;

All applicable State and federal laws, rules and regulations;3.

The correct interpretation of fertilizer labeling information; 4.
and

The best management practices developed by the NJAES 5.
for nutrient management in turf.

An online program for Professional Fertilizer Applicator 
Certification Training is now available; type ProFACT.
rutgers.edu in your web browser to register and begin online 
training. The website records and documents your progress in 
the online training. Once the training is complete, registered 
users will be qualified to take the online exam.

The exam is intended to certify that individuals possesses 
sufficient knowledge of the laws, rules and regulations, standards 
and requirements applicable to the use and application of fertilizer 
as required by law. The certification exam was available online at 
ProFACT.rutgers.edu on January 30, 2012. See the website for 
more background and instructions for the online training and 
exam as well as other program details.

The law allows two general classifications for professional 
fertilizer applicators: certified and trained. Individuals that 
make decisions on selection of fertilizer products and application 
rates and timings; calibrate and setup of application equipment; 
develop spill response protocol as well as make applications 

should become a Certified Fertilizer Applicator. For a 
professional to become a Trained Fertilizer Applicator, 
the individual must also receive training on the laws, rules and 
regulations, standards and requirements applicable to the use and 
application of fertilizer by a Trained Fertilizer Applicator. 
Trained Applicators can only apply fertilizer under the direct 
supervision of a Certified Fertilizer Applicator. Trained fertilizer 
applicators will need to receive annual training and registration 
with the ProFACT program. The details for training Trained 
Fertilizer Applicators will be released shortly and made available 
through the ProFACT website.

The law also requires NJAES to maintain a list of all Certified 
fertilizer Applicators and make the list available on its internet 
website (ProFACT.rutgers.edu). A list of Trained Fertilizer 
Applicators along with the Certified Fertilizer Applicator(s) that 
supervise them will also be maintained.

Visit ProFACT.rutgers.edu for more information on the 
certification program.

Dr. James Murphy is Extension Specialist in Turfgrass Management, 
Rutgers University; and Advisor, SFMANJ.

The New Jersey Fertilizer Law:

Fertilizers 
Seed 
Plant-

Protectants 
Soils/Sands 

We Represent: 

The Turf Trade 
517 Franklinville Road 
Mullica Hill, NJ 08062 

856-478-6704
Alan Phillips 609-226-9303 

Kevin Grundlock 856-472-0097
www.theturftrade.com

Fertilizers/Seed
Plant-Protectants

Soils/Sands

Alan Phillips 609-226-9303
Steven Segui  302-354-7209
Michael Nicotra  856-472-2733

www.theturftrade.com

The Turf Trade
517 Franklinville Road
Mullica Hill, NJ 08062

856-478-6704

Update on Certification
of Professional

Continued from page 5Continued from page 5Continued from page 5
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The Rutgers Turf Club would like to thank Rutgers University, 
Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey (SFMANJ), and 
Sports Turf Managers Association (STMA) for making our visit to 
Long Beach to attend the 2012 STMA Conference and Exhibition 
possible.  Without these organizations we would have not had 
the opportunity to experience the National Conference.  

The Rutgers Turf Club sent a team of four students to compete in 
the Student Challenge. We also attended the education sessions 
and industry trade show. The conference was a great way for 
students interested in pursuing careers in sports turf to network 
and interact with many in the industry.  Three students were first-
time underclassmen attendees and will be able to compete and 
attend again in the future.  We believe that the STMA Conference 
allows for wonderful student activities and networking potential. 

Our first day was not limited to travel. We were able to arrive in Long 
Beach and have time to sign-in and attend the Student Networking 
Session. Over the next few days we attended many talks that Session. Over the next few days we attended many talks that 
were specifically designed for students. One session entailed two were specifically designed for students. One session entailed two 
professional sports field managers and an international university professional sports field managers and an international university 
professor. Darian Daily from the Cincinnati Bengals was one professor. Darian Daily from the Cincinnati Bengals was one 
of the two sports field managers. Darian gave a presentation of the two sports field managers. Darian gave a presentation 
titled, “The ‘Real’ Story of Being an NFL Sports Field Manager.” titled, “The ‘Real’ Story of Being an NFL Sports Field Manager.” 
During his presentation he spoke of his journey that we all During his presentation he spoke of his journey that we all 
will soon make and how he ended-up with the Cincinnati will soon make and how he ended-up with the Cincinnati 
Bengals. He also detailed many of the daily activities a sports Bengals. He also detailed many of the daily activities a sports 
field manager performs. His presentation described how field manager performs. His presentation described how 
one must continue to learn and speak to people to be well one must continue to learn and speak to people to be well 
informed beyond graduating. Another professional sports field informed beyond graduating. Another professional sports field 
manager, Larry DiVito, Minnesota Twins gave a presentations manager, Larry DiVito, Minnesota Twins gave a presentations 
titled, “What it Takes to be an MLB Field Maintenance titled, “What it Takes to be an MLB Field Maintenance 
Manager.” Throughout his speech he described his daily Manager.” Throughout his speech he described his daily 
activities.  It was very good to see how two professional activities.  It was very good to see how two professional 
managers in different sports share similar ideas and managers in different sports share similar ideas and 
tactics to ensure high performance fields.  Ian Lacy tactics to ensure high performance fields.  Ian Lacy 
is an international professor and he was able is an international professor and he was able 
to give insight into looking for international 
experiences as part of his presentation called, 
“Broaden Your Horizons Through International 
Experiences.” He began with a story of his 

SportS
FIELD
M a n a g E r S

travels and how sports fields and academia helped him work, study, 
and live in countries all over the world. 

One of our favorite sessions of the trip included one of our 
professors at Rutgers University, Brad Park. On the panel of 
speakers with him was Bill Deacon of the New York Mets, Dr. 
Gwen Stahnke, Dr. John Rogers, and Tim VanLoo. They opened the 
floor to question after question and each person was able to give 
their own opinion and knowledge of the subject.  The talk was 
titled, “Cool Season Turfgrasses: New Varieties for Sports Turf and 
Management Tips from the Pros.”  

The trade shows allowed for students to see companies and meet 
people from those companies that fuel the sports turf industry.  
These are the people that help make our profession a reality.  
Talking to these companies and seeing new products is one of the 
most exciting aspects every year.  

The main reason for us going to Long Beach was to compete 
for our school in the student challenge. We competed against 
over 30 teams and placed 16th.  Scores were very close and we 
were pleased with how our test went. The test is made-up with 
multiple choice, short answer and identification that includes 
turfgrass, weeds, insects, diseases, and irrigation parts. The Turf 
Club is eager to get back to STMA in 2013 and compete again 
for Rutgers.  

Once again we would like to thank Rutgers University, SFMANJ, 
STMA, and Rutgers Turf Club for enabling us to attend.  It is always 
an honor to be able to represent our university, turf program, and 
all the people we are lucky enough to work beside and learn 
from.  Thank you!

Kevin Rundstrom is Undergraduate Student, Rutgers University; 
and 2012 STMA Student Challenge Team Member 

representing Rutgers University

kConference
Exhibition

The Rutgers Student Challenge Team received a tour of the Toro 
Booth during the 2012 STMA Conference and Exhibition in Long 
Beach, CA

By Kevin Rundstrom
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Photo Recap
by Brad Park, Rutgers Universityby Brad Park, Rutgers University
Photo Recap
by Brad Park, Rutgers University
Photo Recap of Sports Turf Managers Association of Sports Turf Managers Association 

Annual Conference Turf Tour Annual Conference Turf Tour 
of Sports Turf Managers Association 
Annual Conference Turf Tour 
of Sports Turf Managers Association of Sports Turf Managers Association 
Annual Conference Turf Tour 
of Sports Turf Managers Association 

Hollywood Park Racetrack,
The Home Depot Center,

and Blair Field

January 10, 2012
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Times are changing and due to public 
demand and new regulations we have 
to become knowledgeable in other 
techniques to care for plants.  Public 
pressure, government regulations and 
good business practices are all telling us 
to Go Green. 

We all have issues with the NJ School 
IPM Program, the new fertilizer law and 
the continuing battle over the Safe Playing 
Field Act. These regulations remove many 
of the tools we have depended upon for 
years. On the other hand there are good 
reasons to rethink some of the methods 
of the past.

I talk with many people in the industry 
and many who are environmentally 
concerned. I hear a lot of misinformation 
on both sides, from “We can’t successfully 
maintain turf cost effectively without 
access to pesticides as we currently use 

them” to “All these pesticides are killing us”. 
The vast majority of people believe that the 
truth is in the middle.

We can’t solve problems by 
using the same kind of thinking 
we used when we created them.  
Albert Einstein

Now is the time to get serious about 
promoting our profession as being 
environmental stewards. We should be able to 
wisely use some pesticides and still embrace 
the use of more environmentally sensitive 
methods. There is a growing body of science 
which describes the benefits of adding organic 
matter to the soil and the effectiveness of 
many of the Low Impact Pesticides.  They are 

being used on many playing fields throughout the country successfully.

There will be a hard fought battle in Trenton this year over the Safe Playing Fields Act. 
By taking a strategy of compromise, the Green Industry would present itself as having a 
concerned and reasonable approach towards the future of turf care.

Now is the time to get serious about 
promoting our profession as being 
environmental stewards. We should be able to 
wisely use some pesticides and still embrace 
the use of more environmentally sensitive 
methods. There is a growing body of science 
which describes the benefits of adding organic 
matter to the soil and the effectiveness of 
many of the Low Impact Pesticides.  They are 

We have more tools than you might think
Submitted by Tech Terra Environmental
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C: 908.268.8866
F: 908.996.7818

Corporate
PO Box 265

Bound Brook, NJ 08805
908.647.0159

www.greenpromaterials.com

Scott Bills, CSFM
Golf, Sports Field and Turf Consultant

NJ School Buildings & Grounds Conference/Expo
April 3-4, 2012

Trump Taj Mahal
Atlantic City, NJ
800.851.9382

www.njsbga.org

SFMANJ Spring Field Day
April 19, 2012

Morris Township, NJ
856.514.3179

www.sfmanj.org

Rutgers Turfgrass Research Golf Classic
May 7, 2012 

Fiddler’s Elbow Country Club
Bedminster, NJ
973.812.6467

www.njturfgrass.org

Rutgers Turfgrass Golf & Fine Turf Field Day
July 31, 2012

Rutgers Hort. Farm 2
North Brunswick, NJ

Rutgers Lawn, Landscape, & Sports Turf Field Day
SFMANJ-sponsored equipment demonstrations

August 1, 2012
Rutgers Adelphia Research Farm

Freehold, NJ
973.812.6467

www.njturfgrass.orwww.njturfgrass.orgg

New Jersey Green Expo
December 4-6, 2012

Trump Taj Mahal
Atlantic City, NJ
973.812.6467

www.njturfgrass.org

2012 
cAleNdAr oF eveNtS

Have you cHecked-ouT 
our Web SiTe laTely?

 Check our Events page for upcoming events and  page for upcoming events and 
pictures of past SFMANJ functions.

	Check our Resources page for past issues of our 
Newsletter Update, Minutes from past Board 
Meetings, links to useful information and job 
postings.

	Check our Contact Us page for direct links to all of 
the Board of Directors. Call us with any questions 
or comments.

	Check our Vendor page for interactive links to our 
advertising vendors’ web sites and a complete list 
of all our vendors. Call them first! They are happy 
to answer any questions.

Visit our web site:
www.sfmanj.org
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MASTERS IN THE ART OF SPORTS SURFACE COVERS COVERMASTER INC., 100 WESTMORE DR. 11-D, REXDALE, ON, M9V 5C3   TEL 416-745-1811  FAX 416-742-6837

covermaster.com
E-MAIL: info@covermaster.com

CALL TOLL FREE
1- 800-387-5808

TM

The COVERMASTER® Advantage...
• Superior in strength and UV resistance
• Outstanding heat reflective properties
• Light weight - easy to handle
• Widest materials for least number of seams
• Largest choice of weights and colors
• Backed by truly dependable warranties
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Covers for football and soccer
fields are also readily available.

TARP MACHINE™ lets you roll 
the cover on and off in minutes.

TARPMATE™ roller comes in 3
lengths with safety end caps.

TARP MACHINE VIDEO!
Call, fax or e-mail for a free video, 
material samples and a brochure.

You’re Always Ahead of the Game with a COVERMASTER® Raincover...
“Great Service..., The Best...”
wrote Chip Baker, Asst. Baseball Coach,
Florida State University, Tallahassee, FL

Chip’s comments confirm what we hear from
the many groundskeepers who use a 
COVERMASTER® raincover to keep their 
fields dry and ready for play. 

Call us and we’ll gladly tell you more.

MEMBER

T1249 RC SFMA NJ 2011_T1059a RC Col STMA 1/2 04-R  11-08-24  3:04 PM  Page 1

Bernard were able to improve their fields. SFMANJ congratulates Don 
and Bernard for being a runner-up for 2011 Field of the Year.

For the second time, Frank LaSasso, Sports Turf and Grounds Manager 
at Hammonton High School, Hammonton, NJ submitted an application 
for Field of the Year. The first time Frank sent his application for the 
Frank Capoferri football field, the SFMANJ Board of Directors was 
forced to make a tough decision. That year, Frank was chosen as runner-
up and the Field of the Year award went to Lacey Twp.  When I visited 
Franks field the first time in late November it looked as if no one 
played on it.  That same year I visited 4 other applicants’ football fields, 
all in November.  They asked me why we inspect them in November 
after they have been played on.  Frank was happy to show his field off 
in November. It looked like it had never been played on.  That year 
Frank estimated the field had already hosted over 20 games.

Fast forwarding 3 years, Frank’s budget and manpower has been cut. 
Sound familiar. Despite the budget woes, the worst heat spell in recent 
memory, 12 inches of snow at Halloween and no letup in usage, the 
Frank Capoferri football field still looked perfect in November. In fact, 
I show pictures of the field so other school districts and they think it 
is synthetic.

2011 Field of the Year Continued from page 4

Frank LaSasso has figured out how to manage turf, regardless of the 
obstacles. Aside from his mowing schedule, fertility program and 
cultural practices, Frank is a great communicator. He has won the 
respect of the administration and coaching staff.  As a result, Frank is 
able to manage field usage and is rarely denied funding because the 
administration sees results.

The SFMANJ Board of Directors would like to congratulate Frank 
LaSasso and The Hammonton School District for being awarded the 
2011 Field of the Year for the Frank Capoferri Football Field.

The SFMANJ Field of the Year program recognizes the efforts of 
member sports turf managers throughout New Jersey.  Applications 
are due by the end of October 2012 and are awarded at the NJ Green 
Expo in Atlantic City, NJ in early December.  In addition to a plaque, 
the winner will receive a complimentary registration to all education 
sessions, the two day trade show, dinner and one nights lodging at 
Trump Taj Mahal.  

If you have any further questions regarding the program please feel 
free to contact the SFMANJ office at 856-514-3179.

Scott Bills is a Certified Sports Field Manager (CSFM);  Sports Field 
Consultant, Sports Field Solutions LLC; and Secretary and Public Relations 

Committee Chairman, SFMANJ Board of Directors

Hammonton High School’s Frank Capoferri Field
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TM

Office: 908-268-8866  |  Fax: 908-996-7818  |  PO Box 265 Bound Brook, NJ 08805 

Contact Your Local Professional:
Scott Bills, CSFM  
Certified Sports Field Manager

Cell: 908-910-5373
Email: sbills@dura-edge.com

www.dura-edge.com

Preserving the integrity of ball fields everywhere.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

At DuraEdge, we provide infield soil 
solutions to clients at every level 
of play – from community parks to 
professional stadiums.
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Continued from page 7

Your grass will be greener and thicker, sooner with  
 Winter Turf Blankets/Growth Covers.

Your grass will be greener and thicker, sooner with  
CoverSports FieldSaver® Winter Turf Blankets/Growth Covers.® Winter Turf Blankets/Growth Covers.®

“The results were incredible....”
 Paul Heron, Grounds Supervisor,  
 Unionville-Chadds Ford School District, PA

We’ve GoT YoU CovereD All YeAr lonG!
 Protect turf from harsh winter conditions!  
 Promote faster spring growth and green-up! 
•  8 Year Limited Warranty
•  Heavy 100% woven polypro fabric
•  Reinforced hems and grommets all edges

Special offers onlY at www.CoverSports.com/SFMAnJ 
For price quotes, sizes and fabric specs, 
visit www.CoverSports.com/SFMAnJ
sales@coversports.com • 800-445-6680
We make covers for all athletic surfaces: 
Rain Covers, Sideline Tarps, Track Protectors

Actual photo – not retouched. 

Stakes keep covers in place  
in brass grommets at 5' intervals. 

PPL Park, Philadelphia Union, MLS

Philadelphia Since 1874

In the past, local sports field managers were fearful of installing the same 
type of infield mix used in professional stadiums.

Through continued research and understanding the resources available 
to each groundskeeper, now specific infield mix blends and amendments 
can be installed on college, high school and municipal ball fields.  More 
importantly, the fields can be improved without having to completely 
replace the existing infield mix or spend $500 to $600 per ton on 
conditioners.

But the title of this article is “Stop the Insanity”. So far, it doesn’t sound 
so insane.  I’ll get there.

Although I am mostly familiar with field issues in the Mid-Atlantic and Northeast 
region of the country, believe me, there are infield problems in all 50 states.

In our area of the country, most of the indigenous infield mixes that 
are produced have too much sand, too much fine sand, too much silt 
in relation to the amount of clay and not the right type of clay.  Most 
of the producers of local infield mixes find a source of sand that has 
some percentage of silt and clay.  These materials are harvested, not 
engineered.  Since most of these companies are large sand producers 
for other industries like masonry, concrete, asphalt and glass, these 
sands with too much silt and clay become waste.  Well someone much 
smarter than me figured out that if you screened it a little bit, have it 
analyzed, keep it somewhat consistent and give it a fancy name related 
to the game of baseball, they could add $10 to $20 per ton or more and 
sell it as infield mix.

So over the years engineers and architects have specified these materials 
because that’s what was available. Now with a little more knowledge, 
we have figured out these high sand and high silt mixes cause a lot of 
problems on our fields.  

OK – Here it is.

Because these materials have characteristics that don’t allow them to 
manage moisture efficiently, can be easily migrated during grooming or from 
wind and water erosion, plus are relatively cheap, we have ruined our fields.

Here are a couple examples of the insanity.

Case Study #1 – I was asked to look at a field for a local little league 
in an upscale town in Bergen County.  The field had such a significant 
lip that an infielder actually broke a small bone in his neck when he 
fell chasing a pop up into the outfield.  I was asked to contact the 
township engineer and discuss my recommendations.  Before calling 
him I checked the depth of the infield mix and found the area behind 
second base was 19 inches deep.  I didn’t need to survey the field to 
determine there were grade problems.  While on the phone with the 
engineer, he advised me they were planning to build a new softball field 
in town.  I joke and told him there was enough infield mix on this field 
to build 3 new fields.

Here’s the insanity.  While on the phone with the engineer I hear a 
back-up beeper.  Following the sound, I realize it is a tri-axle backing into 
the park maintenance yard.  Reluctantly, the engineer admitted it was a 
load of infield mix. After doing some quick math, this 11,000 square foot 
infield had 15 inches of infield mix it didn’t need.  At a conservative cost 
of $40 per ton, that was about $30,000 of wasted money, not including 
the labor to install over the years and now a potential lawsuit.

Case Study #2 – I was asked to survey the ball fields for a county 
park system. I am sure when the fields were originally designed and 
constructed, the grades allowed for water to drain off the fields. Well 
after about 10 years the county now had over 40 ball fields that were 
bowls or saucers.  Not one field allowed for surface run off.  Here’s 

the insanity.  The grass lips were so severe; one county 
worker admitted they need to use a trencher to cut 
through the lips to help get some of the water off the 
fields. In addition, they spend thousands of dollars on 
drying agents.

Continued on page 18
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Continued from page 17

Case Study #3 – I recently visited a little league complex in Central 
New Jersey. My first observation was the fields had major grading 
issues.  As in Case Study #1, I checked the depth of the infield mix.  My 
probe is 12 inches deep, I didn’t hit bottom. See included picture.  After 
surveying the first field, I noticed all of the bottom rails of the backstop 
and player bench fences were buried by about 6 to 8 inches and a 
considerable amount of infield mix had washed into the dugouts.  Here’s 
the insanity. While walking from field to field, I noticed tire track damage 
from double gates in the outfield fence towards 
the infields.  Not only were they adding infield 
mix they didn’t need, they were damaging the turf 
to do it. Assuming there was at least 12 inches of 
infield mix on each field (actually there was more), 
these four infields had about 1,200 tons of excess 
infield mix.  Again, using a conservative cost of $40 
per ton, this equates to $48,000 of wasted money.  
Now let’s throw in tens of thousands of dollars 
to fix them.

Stop the Insanity

I could go on and on.  Here’s the scary part. There 
are 566 municipalities and 416 high schools in 
New Jersey. With a fair estimate of at least four 
fields per town and school, that means there are 
about 4,000 ball fields in the state, not including 
counties, colleges, middle schools or private little 
leagues. Again using conservative estimates, let’s 
say each field has twice the amount of infield mix 
it should have or an additional four inches. Using 
an average infield size of 8,000 square feet, that 
would equate to 600,000 tons of infield mix that 
has been added to ball fields unnecessarily.  At $40 
per ton that’s $24 million dollars.  No wonder the 
schools and towns have budget problems.

The take home message here is that we need to 
change our way of thinking. Albert Einstein said it 
best: “We can’t solve problems by using the same 
thinking we used to create them.”

More importantly, there is a practical solution to 
this problem.  It has been tested at the highest 
level of play and is available to improve all little 

league, recreational, high school and college fields. Plus, there are 
groundskeepers who have changed their thinking and are practicing 
better techniques to reduce unnecessary expense.  

Scott Bills is a Certified Sports Field Manager (CSFM); Sports Field 
Consultant, Sports Field Solutions, LLC; and Secretary, SFMAN
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