
RSEY HOSTS THE
2oo9 SFMANJ SPRING FIELID IDAI

By Don Savard, CSFM, CGM

Mark your calendars for the SFMANJ Spring Field Day on April
9, 2009 at the Kingsruay Regional School District in Woolrich Town-
ship, New Jersey. Kevin Shipman, Head Groundskeeper at Kin€Fway
gave an interesting presentation at E:<po this past December in At-
lantic City about how his team tumed awom out athletic area into
a showplace with some ingenuity and elbow grease. We will have a
chance to see how they do iL

Also featuredwill be equipment demonstrations, mound and
home plate construction and field layout. We will even get a
chance to paint lines and logos.

Lunch is sponsored by Coombs Farms, LLC in Elmer, New
Jersey, just a short drive from Kingsway Regional. We will have a
chance to see a sod growing operation up close, from planning to
production to harvest to installation. The day will conclude with
a presentation for Pesticide Credits.

SFMANJ Spring Field Day, Thursday, April 9, 2009 Rain or Shine
Kingsway Regional High School,213 Kings Highway

Woolwich Township, NJ 08085

7:30 AIt{

8:00

-AGENDA:-
Registration - Coffee/donuts provided by
Northern Nurseries
Introductions
Sports Field Tour
Mound Construction
Field Layout
Painting Demonstration
Equipment Demonstration
Adjourn Kingsr,vay. Move to Coombs Farms. Maps
and directions will be provided.
Lunch Lunch Sponsored by Coombs Farms, LLC
Tour of Coombs Sod Farm
IPM / Pest thlk, award credits
Adjourn

11:30

12:15-1:00
1:00
2:00
3:00

The township of Monroe, Middlesex County, NJ has deep
roots, steeped in American history. Monroe was originally settled
by James Johnstone of Ochiltree, Scotland in 1685. Known then
as East Jersey, Johnstone was offered 50 acres of land for himself
and25 additional acres for each family member.

After sending letters back to Scofland with stories of fertile
soil, plen$ of food and water, plus good health of immigrants,
more Scottish, English and Dutch settlers came to the area.

In 1838, Monroe, named for the fifth President of the United
States - James Monroe, incorporated as an independent munici-
pality. Monroe was then part of South Amboy and earlier as part

of Piscataway. In 1838, Monroe Township included Spotswood,
Helmetta, Jamesburg as well as parts of Cranbury and East
Brunswick' 

kontinued on page 5)

Don Sauard is a Certified Sports Field Manager (CSFM)
and Certified Grounds Manager (CGM);

Director, Athtetic Facilities and Grounds, Salesianum School;

The softball field at Monroe Toumship, NJ was awarded the
2008 SFMANJ Field of the Year.

ond President, SFMANJ.





President . . .Don Savard, CSFM, CGM, Salesianum School

Vice President . . . . ..Fred Castenschiold, Storr Tractor Co'

Secretary .Scott Bills, Northern Nurseries

Treasurer .Mike Viersma, The Viersma Companies

DIRECTORS
Sean Connell . .Georgia Golf Construction

Ray Cipperly . . . .Somerset Patriots Baseball Club

Jeff Cramer, CPWM . . . .Howell Township

Jim Gates . .Jim Gates & Co., Inc.

Jim Gavigan, CSFM . . . . .Jim Gavigan Consulting

MattOl iv i  . . . . . . .PiscatawayBoardofEducat ion
Brad Park . . .Rutgers UniversitY

Craig Tolley . . . .County College of Morris

Advisor: . . . . . . . . .Dr.

Executive Secretary:

James Murphy, Rutgers UniversitY

.Debbie Savard

MISSION STATEMENT:
Committed to enhancing the professionalism of athletic freld
managers by improving the safety, playability and appear-
ance of athletic fields at all levels through seminars, field
days, publications and networking with those in the sports
turf industrv.

Contact us at:

PO Box 205 ' Pennsville, NJ 08070

Web site: www.sfmanj.org

Email: hq@sfmanj.org

Ph"/fax: 856-514-3179

National Organization
Sports Turf Managers Association

www.stma.org
Email: stmainfo@stma.org

Phone: 800-323-3875

Currentlvwe have 170 new & renewed members. In December
2008, SFMANJ mailed invoices for 2009 membership dues to

all current members. If you did not receive an invoice, please

contact us 
^t856-514-3179 

ot download the membership form

available at www,sfmanj.0rg. Mail membership dues direct to

SFMANJ, P0 Box 205, Pennsville, NJ 08070.
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GOLF, LAWN & RECLAMATION
Technical Agronomic Support and

Gustom Blendinq Available



The Softball Field ot Monroe Tbwnship, NJ

Today Monroe Township encompasses 43 square miies. Res-
idents of Monroe Township enjoy the diverse landscape, which in-
cludes farmlands, beautiful parks, streams and dense woodlands.

X{aintaining the beautiful parks falls under the responsibility
of Tom Torpey, three full time employees, and three summer help

employees. Tom has many years experience caring for parks and
sports fields. Monroe Township has over 26 acres of sports fields
to maintain, plus other landscape and common areas. The ath-
letic fields include a baseball complex, softball complex, football
complex and soccer complex. Veterans Park, which includes two
tot lots and a spray park, is also maintained by Tom and his crew.

Tom credits parks foreman, Virgil Caputo and his dedicated
crew for the success of the sports fields. One field in particular re-
ceives many positive comments. The main field at the softball
complex is used for many special events and charity games. Tom
states, 'players love playing under the lights and the big league
feel.'

Tom is particularly proud of Virgil and his continued growth
as a professional sports field manager. Virgil started working for
Monroe Township at age 13 during the summer months. At that
time there were only two ball fields and maintenance was limited
to hand raking and an old tractor with a York rake. Today, 16
years later, Virgil has three ball field complexes totaling over 26
acres, plus other parks to maintain.

Tom and Virgil follow a turf management program, plus
scheduled maintenance and treatments to maintain the high
quality fields.

(continued on page 6)
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The 2008 SFMANJ Field of the Yeor uinner uas auarded at Exno
2008 in Atlantic City, NJ. Pictured (l+) Virgil Caputo, Monroe
Tbunship; Tom Torpeg, Monroe Township; Scott Bills, Northern
Nurseries, and SFMTNJ Board of Directors.

proud to have two dedicated professionals, Tom Torpey and Virgil
Caputo, maintaining their sports fields. For their accomplish-
ments, Sports Field Managers fusociation of New Jersey (SF-
MANJ) is proud to honor Tom and Virgil by selecting the Monroe
Township softball complex field as 2008 Field of the Year.'

Tom and his crew would like to thank Mayor Richard Pucci
and the Township Council for their support as well as Wayne
Hamilton, Business Administrator, Ernie Feist, Director, and
Wayne Horbatt, Superintendent.

The 2008 SFMANJ Field of the Year mnner-up was Singley
Park, Hillsborough Township, NJ. John Crossen, Park Supervisor,
had created a truly special facilig. Singley Park is located in the
western section of Hillsborough Township. The park has four
softball fields, one full size soccer field and eight small-sided soc-
cer fields.

John states, 'Singley Park gets many, many compliments for
being one of the best facilities to play softball.' John strongly feels
the compliments he gets from coaches and players, is due to the
dedication of his staff.

SFMANJ would like to congratulate John and his staff for
their accomplishments as Singley Park.

Scott Bills is Sales Consultant, Northem Nurseries, Inc.;
and member of the SFMANJ Board of Director

In early spring, all fences are inspected and re-
paired as necessary. The playing surfaces are walked to
check for low spots and drainage issues. Where nec-
essary infield lips are removed from the ball fields
using a Ryan Jr. sod cutter.

The fertllizer program starts in early April with
an application of 19-0-6 w/Dimension to help control
crabgrass and other annual weeds. In mid May, an ap-
plication of 23-3-6 with Trimec is completed to con-
trol early broadleaf weeds. Next, a split application of
18-0-8 with Allectus is applied to control above and
below ground insects. In August, a lime application is
made. Finally, a 20-10-10 fertll izer application is
made in October.

Unwanted vegetation is controlled under the
fence lines and on skinned surfaces with Roundup.
Spot treatments are made on the turf areas with Mo-
mentum and Acclaim.

All granular applications are handled by a Lely
broadcast spreader, mounted on a 1030 Massey-Fer-
guson tractor or Permagreen Magnum
spreader/sprayer. Spot treatments are handled with a
backpack sprayer.

In September, aeration and seeding is completed
using a John Deere 300 tractor with a 60-inch AERA-
vator/seeder. Perennial Ryegrass is used during this
treatment.

Mowing practices include two weekly cuts on all
of the playing fields and one cut per week on the com-
mon areas. A fleet of Toro Groundmaster 345 mowers
handles the mowing.

The irrigated fields have Toro systems and are
normally set for 20 minutes per station.

Infield preparation is completed daily for spring,
summer and fall leagues. During the season there are
also two games per night. A Smithco super rake han-
dles the grooming.

The residents of Monroe Townshio should be

lonivpF"i-

Seed
Fertilizers

Turf Chemicals
Erosion Control Products

Rock Salt & lce Melt Products
Spreaders bySpyker & Lebanon

Lawn Grips Landscape Professional Footwear
Soil Samples sent for Analysis & Solutions Provided
ProfessionalTools by Par-Aide and Border Concepts

www.G rassRootsTurfOn I i ne.com

rass r

Proud DiEtributor of:

Golf Division 973-252-6634 Lawn & Sports Turf 973-252-5455



CIEAN.UP
Leaves, stick, and other debris that accumulate 0n the grus o\rr the winter should be raked up when weather permits. Debris lving on the turf too long can smother

the grass and create bare spots. Bare spots will increase the invasion ofweeds latcr in the season.
Use small equipment with wide, low pressure tires to pick up debris whenever feasible , Be careful not to drive large equipment (pickup truck, etc.) equipped with

narrowhighpressuretiresonplavingsurfacesduringlate winterandspring; stayofftothesidcsoffieldswithlargeequipment. Theloadandhi$pressurecreatedbvtires
on luge equipment can deeply rut the pla.ving surface. Thus, creating additional work (repair) and a less safe plaving field until the repair is complete.

SPRING MOMNG STRATEGIES
As temperature and soil water conditions be come more far.orable for growth. turf wll break dormancy and green-up. Vigorous growh and minimal environmental

stresses during spring can lead to a false sense of securiw. Spring is a critical time to use proper mowing frequency and cutting heights along with appropriatc nitrogen
fertilzation to encourage good root gronth.

Peak shoot growth occurs at 60 ro 75 F during the spring, Additionally. roots will be exending deeper into the proflle at this time. if properlv managed, Mow at the
coffecr heighr and frequency (remove no more than 1i3rd ofthe leaftissue); othcrwise excessire defoliation during mowing will deplete the carbohydrate (food) supplv of
the turf. Excessive defoliation will causc roots to stop gros4ng and possiblv dicback under se\rrc mower scalp Addrtionally, recovery fiom scalping will be slower than
vou might expecr due to the low carbohydrate supply described above. Scalped turf will have low vigor and density. which will allow weeds such as crabgrass and gooseg-
rass to invade later in the spring.

Be prepared for wet (rainr) weather that interrupts the mowing schcdule in the spring. It can be difficult to mow at the desired frequency when sports fie lds are q,et.

Under this scenario, shoot growth can become excessive if fields we re not properly mowcd and fertilued up to this point in time.

NITROGEN FERTITIZATION
Fcrtilization with nitrogen is a valuablc management tool for sports field as long as it is done correctly,

Table 1 summarizes the basic timings and rates 0f N fertriization recommended for spons ficld, Thcsc recom-
mendations should be used to initiate a fertilization program with the recognition that adjustmcnts will bc
made as turfperformance dictates (see footnotes in Table 1). Sports field receir4ng hmited usc in the spring
should have N fertilization delaved as late as May to ar.oid or.e r stimuladon of the turf and increasing dcmand
for mowing. Sports field being used in the spring should be fertilized wlth nitrogen as eady as March to en-
courage the vigorous growth necded to tolerate and recolrr from intense springtime use. Use soil testing to
determine the need, if anv, for lime. phosphorus. potassium. etcetera" (Brad. please place an ad for Rutgen
Soil Testing ne ar this article. Jim. I will pav for the ad if necessary,)

TABLE 1. Minimum nitrogen fertilizer tirnings and rates for sports fields based on season of use/play.
Month Spring Sports AutumnSports Year-roundmulti-use

Pounds ofNirog€na p€r 1000 ft2 (acre)
0

1 (44)
1 (44)
1 (44)

' Trpical\', at least 30% ofthe nitrogen is applied as a slov-lr available form. also knom as rater insoluble nitrogen [VTN],
Sloq'lr available forms ofnitrogen include natural organics, IBDU, sulfur-pollmer coated urea, methylene urea, and others.
Nitrogen rate can be adjusted up to 1-112 pound ifturfconditions at the time ofapplication are poor or down to 1r2 ifturf
conditions are excellent,

Vhen spons turf becomes overgros,n. it is best to return to the desired mowing height over several cuttings
rather in one agglessive cutting ("cuning ha,v"). Raise the cutting height s0 that you cut about li3rd of the total
height of the turf and then decrease the cutting hei$t with each successive mowing. For example, if conditions
result in a 5 inch turf height and the desired mou,ing height is 2 inches. thc ncxt mowing should be at 3.5
inche s followe d bv a mowing at 2, 5 inches and finally mowing at the desred 2 inches. If feasible. it is also help-
fulto increase the mowing frequencv during the time that the turf height is being reduced. For example. mow
thc field at 3,5 inches two times pe r veek rather once per week, then two times at 2.5 inches. etcetera.

lames Murpfu, PhD is Extmsion Specialist in Turfgrass Mawgement, Rutgers Uniuersity;
and SFtrl,4'NI Adaisor.

March
May
AugustiSeptember
October

| (44)
0

r (41)
r (14)

1, (44)
1 (14)
r (44)
1 (44)

Rutgers Soil Testing
Laboratory will help you

grow fine turf!

Soil Tests for
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Dr. IIenry W. Indyk
Graduate Fellowship

in Turfgrass Science

As many of  you know, the turfgrass industry lost  a dear f r iend and
col league in September 2005. We wi l l  a l l  miss Henry very much
and would l ike to insure that his legacy l ives on. The Indyk fami ly
would t ike to establ ish a memorial  fe l lowship to support  graduate
students interested in appl ied tur fgrass science. This fe l lowship is
being created to help assure that tomorrow's graduate students
have the f inancial  resources to get an advanced degree in lur fgrass
science at  Rutgers Universi ty To fund a fu l l  graduate assistantship
each year in Henry 's name, we wi l l  need to raise a total  of
$400,00o. Your generous suppon at  th is t ime wi l l  br ing us ctoser to
reaching this goal ,

To make a tax-deduct ib le contr ibut ion today, please send a
check payable to the Rutgers Universi ty Foundat ion.  7 Col lege
Avenue, New Brunswick.  NJ OagOl Be sure to indicate " lndyk
Fel lowship.  Turfgrass" in the memo port ion of  your check. l f  you
desire,  you may provide a donat ion in the fofm of  a pledge payable
over several  years.

T u r  f  a c e -  T r  iC u r  e

risrre€Son
COMPANY, INC,

The "Creen Industrv" Supplier

r

800.262.2127

FISHERAN DSON.COM

^f-4,^---
{ \--f.e
\'!/' \/gv 's

Super ior Produclc for  the
Tu rt ancl Horticuhrrral Profession:Ll !

1 10 Summit  Dr ive
Exton, Pennsl lr, 'arria i 9341
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Te rre
has a fu l l  l ine of

Sports Turf  Products
Inf ie ld c lay Mixes
Turface Soi l  Condi t ioners
Grass Seed
Fert i l izers
Pest ic ides
Top Dressing
Rubber Mulch
Turf  Blankets
Marking Paints

TeIEPHoNE: (973) 479'BggB
Fax: (9731 473.44o2

The Terre Co. of  N.J. ,  Inc.
206 Delawanna Avenue
Cl i f ton,  NJ 07014

Keep your
Bal l f ie lds safe

and looking great ! ! !



SFIiANI Spring Field Day
April9, 2009

Sports Field Mgrs. fusoc. of NJ
Kingsway High School, lToolwich, Twp., NI

856-5 14-3179
www.sfmanj.org

2009 Rutgers Turfgrass Research
Golf Classic
May 4, 2009

New Jersey Turfgrass Assoc.
Fiddlers Elbow CC. Far Hills, NJ

973-812-6467
www.njturfgrass.org

2009 Rutgers Golf and
Fine Turf Research Field DaY

August 4, 2009
New Jersey Turfgrass fusoc. and Rutgers University

Hort. Farm II. North Brunswich, NJ
973-812-6467

wwwnjturfgrass.org

2oo9 Rutgers Lawn, Landscape,
and Sports Turf Researgh Field DaY
SFMANf-sponsored trade shos and

"o"'n-;l:i:ffi#cruded
New lersey Turfgrass Assoc., SFMANI, and Rutgers

Adelphia Research Farm, Adelphia,
973-81.2-6467

www.njturfgrass.org

University
NJ

rass se
. DeeF Tine - Solid and Coring
. BLEC Ground Breaker Linear Aeration
. Traditional Shallow Coring
. Sandmaster Drainage
. Graden Contour Sand Injection

.  Dr i l l  & Fi l l

. Top Dressing

. Seeding

. Verti-Cutting

. Total Regrassing

Thatchmaster . Dakota Top Dressers . Artificial Turf Groomers . BLEC



EDITOR'S NOTE: SFMANJ awarded $1000 to assist a team of three Rutgers undergraduate
students to compete in the 2009 STMA Student Challenge, held at the STMAAnnual Conference
in San Jose, CA in January 2009.

January 26,2009

SFMANJ Board of Direetsrs
c/o Mr.Don Savard
PO Box 205
Pennsvilie, Ni 08070

Dear Mr.Don Savard:

The Rutgers University turf shrdents who competed in the Student Challenge in San Jose
this January at the STMA National eonference would like to extend a very large tha-nk you to
your association for its sponsorshipl Without your generous donation of $i000 to the Rutgers
Turf Club we would have never been able io fllrd a trip out to California with ilree
irndef$jiiliiate sTrtdeflts. oppoftimiTies likrr th65e thily bfing oiit' ediieEtion to a highef level aiid
expand our horizons.

It was great to interact with professionals of the industry from all over the country and
hear their lectutes, multiple view-points coming from multiple professionals creates a great
leaming environment' Fortunately w€ wer€ also able to meet students at othct universities and
be$n friendships that may iast tiroughout our careers. Of course ieaving tLe beiow fteezing
temperatures of New Jersey io bask in the 75 and surury weather was a major plus to the fip as
well!

Thank you agaiii for your suppoi-t, we lilijk folward to iiiterectiiig with yort associatioti
this year as newly joined student members. Best of luok to everyone as the spring rapidly
approaches, the grass begins to rejuvenate and the athletics resume!

The 2009 Rutgers University STMA Student ehaflenge Team,

y.gb Q*-*Jt*n--
Will Reardon

8^ H"a-
Eric Koch

i')
( - l -  h.  -  . ' " ' '  l

AJt[s4! nt*; ./L1E-."1-

Stepahnie Alea
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As a student at Rutgers University striving towards a degree in the
turf industry, it is extremelyhard to find time to see the innovation and
evolution of the turf industry in the real world, This ye ar's Sports Turf
Manager Association 2009 conference ras a wonderfirl thing for me to
experience because I was able to see how competitive and innovative the
rurf industry really is, Along with all of the great new things I saw ar rhe
trade show, the people I met at the STMA conference were all knowl-
edgeable and may become a great asset to me in the future as I strive to-
ward my career in the turf industry. Set in beautiful SanJose California,
the conference was an experience that I will never forget.

The nefworking that I was able to do at the STI.{A conference was
priceless, I was able to meet many very well known people in the rurf
industry and discuss some of what they do to manage and improve their
particular sports field, Meeting some of the speakers after their very
educational talks also allowed me to gain a deeper insight into u,hat
they do as individuals and hold more in depth discussions regarding
some materials they discussed. I enjoyed the talla that were given as
they were all very informative and extremely interesting to me. When
I came back from San Jose, I had a ti$ter grasp on how the turf indus-
try operates and how each individual helps one another to better the
overall playability of all sports fields,

At the trade show, it was incredible to see all of the innovative de-
signs and ideas that companies have created, All of the employees of
each company were fascinating people with which to talk and listen.
After looking around the entire trade show for a couple ofhours, it was
amazngto see the different routes sports field managers take and how

Calfomia dreanin' at STIIA (-r) Brad Park, Rutge/s Uniuersit!, Ediror, SFIIANJ Up-
date; Eric Kwb, RutgusUniuersity, ST\4AStudmt Challenge participant; StepbanieAlea,
Rutgers Uniuersity, STI[,4 Studmt Cballenge participa.nt; Will Reardon, Rutgers lJniuer-
sity, STIIIA Studmt Challmge participant: Don Saaard, CSFM, CGM, SFMANJ presidmt.

they choose specific products to manage their own fields back home,
Each exhibit had something new and improved that I had learned about
in books, but until the conference, had not seen in person. It was great
to get a handson look at everything that is new and upcoming in the turf
industry.

The student challenge examination was a comprehensive test of
everl'thing a sports field manager u'ould need to know within the turf
field. This exam consisted ofturfgras identification, disease identifi-
cation, weed identification, irrigation formulas, physiology, calibration
of turf equipment, writing 2 essays, and many other concepts within
the turf field. The examination itself took a fewhours of hard work and
thinking but really showed the vast amount of information that is in-
volved in managing a sports field.

The experience at the San Jose STMA conference was a real ffeat
for me, and I think it is safe to say, for anyone else who was there as well.
The food was delicious, the people were interesting and extremely po-
lite, and the atmosphere was perfect. This conference really showed me
how people from all over the world can come together to learn and cel-
ebrate the turf industry.

Eric Koch is an undergraduate student, Rutgers Uniuersity,
and membu of the Rutgers' team that competed in the STItM

Student Cballenge in San Jose, CA in .lanuary 2009

Tbe 2009 STIt'lA Annual Cont'umce included a tour of tbe Eortsfield t'acitities at Stan-
ford Uniuersity, Snnford, CA



when sports Field Managers and their customers have disagreements resulting in communication breakdown' there are

,'ro *ir-rr-t"rr.'Let's look furthei into the dynamics of Human Relations' L.-- \rracrnr^, tpcrrihc, hrrman sell* 
%:ifil":ff;'"ti:;ffi::?1i; r##tilln-o;0".t. rhe ame,ican psychologist Abraham Maslow described human selr

esteem needs - the need for respect from o*rerlui'rJitr".ru.a ror r"i-r-r'"riect. wTtnottt.the fulfillment of these needs' Maslow

suggests, an i'rdividuui i""r, air'"ouraged, *;;k;"e inrerior. s"u r"rp"cf uegins with honest self knowledge and self aware-

ness. Respect trom others often entaii-s recognition, acceptance, u;'uppt"t;tion' Respect from others must be earned' Self

'"'03!li:*iTtT[l*"*ii;i# lllll?,ih selr care resurts in good setr control. occasionallv, we all rind ourselves hungrv'

angty,ronery or tired."\^/her-, w" teet any o_f those ways, we are emoiionatty vulnerable a'd our serf control can be compro-

mised. It is qood to take care of ourselves. If ;;;;eil;Ai".d; ;. ;" not at our best. And if we are not taking care of

our interestE, how can we take care of others?
Respect for others i, rurua on self-resp".t *a follows the Golden Rule: "Do unto others as you would have others do

.r.to yol-" It is the value that makes the world a more decer-tt and civilized place'

But this is where it starts to get sticky. irre *orld is not alwayr-u 
-o." 

decent and civilized place' Things happen' Peo-

ple disagree. Conflicts occur.

Have you ever had this haPPen to You?
You are iir the middle of preparirrg youl
f ie ld for arr  event.  A team comes out and
starts using your field while you are work-
ins on it. Vou approach the coach and ex-
plSin what you aie doing. In spite of what
you say, not only does the team stay, but
ihev dimaee the field as well'

'The rra-tural reaction to this type of con-
flict is ANGER and the anger could take the
form of:

' Retaliation

' Us against them
. Negativity
. Poor Attitude
. Defensiveness
. Distrust

' Passive aggressive behavior

'Despair
These feelings are none other than good old
fashioned Sdtf Rlghteous Anger. If you look
at this anger closely you might find that it is
driven bf good old fashioned self centered
fear.

Self centered fears include:

. Being made look foolish or be
embarrassed.

. Being made to something that you don't
want to do.

. Being afraid that it will cost you some-
thing.

(continued onPage 14)

Bluegrn$$ & Tnt[ Feseue
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. Being afraid that you will lose something'

. Being afraid others will be mad at you'

r Being afraid that you will lose your personal power or control.

r Beirrg afraid that you are not errough'

The more you think about it the angrier you could become. You could take it out

or-r somebody, the coach, o, u.o*orier oi familyrnernber'-Ot you might internal-

ir" yoff feelings only to have them come out another way. Have you ever indulged

ti-r i supersir"i po.iior-r of self pity orplotted how to get even? These behaviors

waste a great deal of personal tirne and energy'

Ask vourself what could have clone first to have avoided the situation? Did ,vou

do your Part f irst bY:
;t'h;;kil; a schejule to see if anybody else had a legitimate right to the field?

. Commuiicate properly to the stikeholders your plan to be on the field?

. ProPerly request that they stay of{ the fieid?

The issue"is r-,ot *hut the coach br the team did; the issue is how you handled it

and how you will handle it next time. Remernber, being the victirn is tiresome

Next issue: Power and Control -Does anyone really have any?

Don Sauard ts a Certit'ted Sports Field Mannger (CSFM) and Certifred Grounds Mnnager (CGM);

Director, AthleticFacilities and Grounds, Salesiantrmschool; andPresident, SFMAN/'

. Autornated dual sloPe

. Accurate to .125" (rl8")

. 1 dav sen/ice arrailable

. Complete athletic field
construction

. Boncled trnd insured

.: !::jl-T-r3l:L:-::
G,..- i . -a ; - '^ l : . .11 r- i . ' :  g ' ' , : r .  -  r"

1441 Route 5(:t
\{roodbine, NJ o8z?t-l

Tel (6oe)-6rB-25sT or [,4o4)rlo-+'+4s
Fax (6og)-6:B-3oBI

i] 1 ;1 5rr.1.,a;ii311*,1r;r,;1;;, : i -c

FenceC uards-' '

Du raPad "
On-Deck Circ les

gers" Break-Away Bases

t-Toucht" 'Bases

Mautz Alhlct ic I ie ld Pr ints

,qthiet ic f  reld Sterrci ls

l i { { . ,  I  ina qfr inor(

Field Markins
r^, , inmonr,e N,4:Yor i r l

Permanent Foul  L ines

Yarrkee! Rakes

Rain Covers
( : fotv Fcrrr ing

Windscreen

Btil & Mtier Nettrr

Bettches'Bleacherv

Water i r rg EquiPmenl

Water Removal EquiPment

Ceotexti le Fabrics

Top-Dressin

800-247-BEAM (2326',)
www.BEAMCLAY.com

Baseball  Diamond Mix
Pitcher's Mound Mix

Home Plate Mix
lnfield Conditioner

Mound Bricks
Mout' td Top-DressinEs

Permanent Pitcher's MEund
& Batter's Box Pads

Pro's Choice'

Diamond Proo

Stabi l izeru

Hi l l toppero i

Diamond Dry'

Nai l  Drags & Scar i f iers

Drag Mats

Cocoa Mats

Inf ie ld Crooming FquiP.

Mound Br icks

Mound Bui ld ing Tools

Batter 's Box Templates

Cleat Cleaners

Batt ins Practice

Batt ing Practice Mats

Batt ins Cases i

Batt ing Tunnels



US ATI{LEIIC FIELDS, INC.
Sports Field Maintenance. Renovation & Construction

.Tohn McKnight and Bill Siegel
PO Box 38 - Skil lman. N,l 08558
609 -46G2816 F ax. 609 -166- 1 fl08

john@ usathleticfields. com

STORRTRACTOR COMPAI{T
Turf. Irrigation and Ballfteld Equipment

Sales - Fred Castenschiold. Kevin Hoban. Ster-e Bradley
3191 Highwav 22 Somen-il le . NJ 08876

9O8-722-L)830 Fax: 908-72 2-9817

WITFRXD I\{AC DONALD, INC.
Turf Equipmentr{Rentals

Sales-Bernie w'hite. Mike Clifford. Stevc Kopach
19 Central Blvd.. S. Hackensack. N.l 07606
UU8-831-0U91 ex 1 14 Fax: 201-93 1-1730

sal e s @wilfre dmac donald. ccl m

PARIACIBEAM CIAY
Ytrur "One-Stop Source" For

Baseball and SportsTurfSurfaces & Supplies!
(800) 2,17-BEA.\,!, (90S; 637 -119 |

Fax (908) 637 -812 I. sales@partac. com
\Wbbsite : www beamcla_v, cclm

COVERMASTE&INC.
Baseball and football field covers and accessories
Natural turf covers & EVERGREEN li turf blankcts

800-3u7-iuo8 Frx 41G742-6837
covermaster. com info@covermaster. com

F. M. BROWN'S & SONS, INC.
CustomAthletic Field Seed Mixtures and Tllrfgrass Supplies

800-315-3314 Fax 908-806-8,i47
\ l l r ie Pompci 6 l  o--8 l  - -125(r

wu.nv.fnlbrown.c<lm

Put your ad here:
To become a Proud Sponsor CalI:
856-514-3L79 5150 for one year



Background
ihe NewJersey Department of Health and Senior Services (pJDHSS) found lead in the

artificial turffibirs and turffiber dust at a spofts field in Newark, NJ, n'hile investigating a

nearby metals scrap yard, In order to find out if lead in turf fibers was common or unique to

i-f,ir niO, tfr. UOfiSb conducted a limited (12 field$ investigation of other artficial turf fields

inJf,. rtut.. r.n ofrhe fields in the follow-up investigation were made ofpolyethy'lene and had

u.* ior or und.t.ctable levels oflead in the fibers. The other two fields I'ere made ofnylon,

,, did ,h. fi.ld in Nenark, and had very high levels of lead in the fibers and dust. There is no

standard for lead in artficial turl so the
I{DHSS used the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) Resi-

dential birect Conuct Soil Cleanup Criteria (RDCSCC) of 400 mgn<g in soil as a basis for de-

termining I,hether any artficial turf sample had-an elevated lead concentration.

No"one knew if the lead that was-in anificial turf fibers or the dust that forms nten

those fibers break donn from age and weathering could be absorbed by a child or adult wio

srallows them. In order to findlhat out, the NJDHSS pe rformed laboratory testing that mim-

icked the human digestive qstem, The testing found that lead can.leach out ofthe turffibers

and clust during digestion, and could therefore enter a person's blcnd

fhe ryOilsSilso requested that the Consumer Product Safeo'Commissiol t!PS!l^ ̂
consider these findings and conduct a larger study of artificial turf for lead, The CPSC

did so. and released their findings on Julv 31.

Vhat did the cPSc find?
The CPSC findings were similar to the NJDHSS findrngs. The CPSC found elevated

r.ra leuers in sorie artificial turffibers. It also found, as did the NJDHSS, that as artiflcial turf

fields age the fibers can break rlown, forming lead dust that was present on field surfaces.

Are there differences in the t'wo agencies'findings?
The cPSC predicted how much dust a child mi$t snnltov, throlgh an assessment that looked

at potenrdl exposures to lead dust on anificitl turf suffaces. The NJDHSS's laboratory evalu-

atiln was doni to lind out if lead could get out of the fibers and dust, and into the stomach

and blood. These findings are more complementary than different

Ilas the NJDHSS changed its conclusions about the safety ofartificial turffiekls that con'

tain lead?
ve are oleased that the cPSc has asked the synthetic turf industry to reduce or eliminate

nonessential uses of lead in anificial turfproducts.
NfDHSS believed, and still believes, that lead from tht anificial turf.fields alone would not re'

sult in lead poisoning among children who played on the high lead fields, However, the

I$DHSS remains concirned about cumulative lead exposures to children from all lead sources

and *tether lead from artficial rurf, particularly at older, wom fields, adds to those expo'

iures CPSC's findings con{irm that lead from artficial turfcan contribute to the overall cu-

mulative lead exposure to children.

Does the NJDHSS have any new recommendations?
No, t[e N1DHSS coniinu.s to recommend that aniicial turf field managers and con-

,ur.r, o,llo ur. ,esidential turf products determine if their product has lead in the fibers. If

n.tOr r. found to contain leadi the most conservative approach is to limit access to fields

that conain lead, especiallv by children under age 7

If fielcls are uied, the individuals should perform ag$essive hand and body washing

after plal,ing on the field. and clothing used on the freld should be n'ashed separately. These

recommendations are consistent with those ofthe CPSC
we are grateful ro the cPSC and their involvement in looking at the issue of lead in ar-

dciat turf. Pre"sently there are additional studies ofartficial turfplanned in the future by both

sute and federal agencies, As only limited information has been available for review, the

ITJDHSS looh fornird to reviewingfuture reports involving lead in anificial turf before I'e can

rnake additional nformed conclusions and recommendations'

This Fact Sheet was autbored by tbe New Jersey Dept, of Health and Senior Seruices, Con-

sum,er and Enuironmental Heaitb Seruices, Epidemiology, Enuironmmtal and Occupational

Healtb, PO Box 369,'Irenton, NJ 0M25'0369

It can be found at:
wwtr ,state,ni.us,ihealth/artificialturf/documents/turf factsheet-update-aug08 pdf



ATHTETICFIELD
CONSTRUCTION SPECIALISTS

FoRo\rR2orru,anS
EISTABLISHEI' t9A7

JC Landscape Construction is a full service Athletic Facilier Contractor,
registered wlth the state of NJ, NJDPMC and the NJScc

for Board of Education profects and are fully insured and bonded.

Construction / Renovations
o Athletic Fields
. Tracks I Courts
o Field Events
o Playgrounds
o Site Amenities
o Drainage
o flndergroundUtilities
o Laser Grading

Fietd Management
o Field Repairs
o Stit Seeding
o Aeration
o Infield

Maintenance
o Gonsultations

Contact us today for an evaluation of your facitity

Tel: 973-628-i 533 Fax: 973-628-1883
Referenees Available Upon Request



DID You ldo\^f2
Turfgross is one of monY imPortont

components of the londscoPe,
providing numerous benefits ond

volues to our quolitY of l i fe,
our environment, ond

our ecosYstem.

TA)( TIME IS HEBE!
The deodline for f i l ing your Stote ond

Federol returns is APril 15, 2OOq

TUCKERTON TURF
O'A FARMSAII/{\\ FARMS
'itt$E 

lNc.
S;41,,5r'.*

5""a,5r

Labot Saving Big Rolls

Athletic Fietd Renovations

Kentucky Bluegtass

Tall Fescue

Tuil Installation

Toll Free:
866-698-061s
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Experts on the Field, Partners in the Game.

Or Current Occupant

BMDLEY S PARK
RUTGERS UNIVERSITY
59 DUDLEY RD
NEW BRUNSWICK Nl 08901

Jv,l*gu*ng Ahead To Serve You Better

YOUR FRIENDS

TURF
EQUIPMENT

AND SUPPLY COMPANY

888-384-8676' www.turf-equipment .com
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