
SFI ANJ Returns to Shore Regional and
Monmouth Park on May 7t2008 ByBradpark

Following the success of Spring Field Day in April 2006, Sports Field
Managers Association (SFMANJ).has decided to re-visit both Shore Re-
gional High School, West Long Branch, NJ and the turf course at Mon-
mouth Park Racetrack, Oceanport, NJ as part of Spring Field Day 2008.

The Field Day will begin at Shore Regional High School and consist of
outdoor education focusing on baseball and softball skin surface prepara-
tion and vendor-sponsored equipment demonstrations.

As part of Spring Field Day 2008, the field hockey field will be part of the
outdoor education. Low mowing heights and a smooth, firm playing sur-
face are attributes that are often demanded by field hockey coaches and
players. Attaining these playing surface characteristics on field hockey
fields will be part of the education in 2008.

The field day will then move down the street to Monmouth Park Race-
track for lunch followed by a unique tour of the turf course. Coined as
The Shoreb Greatest Stretch the racing facility is the home of the annual
Haskell Invitational in August and recently hosted the2007 Breeders' Cup
Thoroughbred World Championships. This event provides the highest pay-
ing purses in the sport and attracts the best thoroughbred race horses from
across the world.

(continued on page 8)

Following the 2005 Monmouth Park racing season, the inside hedge was removed,
topsoil was stripped, and underdrains were insalled in the zubbase of the baclaretch
of the Monmoudr Park turf course in November 2005 in prEaration for the 2006
racing season and the 2007 Breeders' Cup.

Despite heavy rains prior to and during the Breeders' Cup, the de-
sign and management of ttre turf course allowed the world's
greatest thoroughbred race horses to compete on the turf. English
Channel (seen in photo) won the $3.0 million Breeders'Cup lirf
at the Breeders' Cup World Thoroughbred Championship held at
Monmouth Park in October 2007.

The baclatretch of dre Monmouth Parkturf course in March 2005 was poorly
drained and riddled with annual bluegrass. Note the presence of a hedge on
the inside edge of the turf track.





In December 2007, SFMANJ mailed invoices for 2008
membership dues to all current members. If you did
not receive an invoice, please contact us at 908-730-
7770 or download the membership form available at
www.sfmanj.org. Mail membership dues direct to SF-
MANJ, PO Box 370, Annandale. NJ 08801.
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Contact us today for an evaluation of lrour facility

Tel: 973-628-1533 Fax: 973-628-1883
References Available Upon Request



I have just returned to the cold northeast from sunny and mild
Phoeni-r, Arizona (I personally like the cold as a nice break from the hot
humid weather in the summer). I was attending the Sports Tirrf Man-
agers Association (STMA) Annual Conference andTrade Show. This an-
nual conference is the highlight of the Association's year and recognizes
its accomplishments as well as the accomplishments of its membership
in the previous year The annual business meeting is held over a lunch
and introduces us (the membership) to the Association's new Officers
and the new business that STMA is looking to handle in the upcoming
year. They provide a financial repofi on the organization so we can stay
abreast of how our membership dues are being spent and how rve are
aided by being members.

During the STMA conference, there are a multitude of speakers
and educational sessions you may attend. The topics range from how
to prepare a budget, to managing turf with multiple events, to weed
control, to synthetic turf. There are also two days of.atrade show that
allows the equipment side of the industry to show-off their latest trac-
tors, mowers, seeders, aerators, irrigation, and other supplies. On Fri-
day night, the annual awards banquet lets us see the work of some of
the best sports turf managers in the previous year. STMA hands-out
awards for the best fields in the high school, college, and professional

levels. They also honor some of the best sports turf managers in the in-
dustry with awards named in honor of legendarv sports turf managers.

I work at Kingsway High School in Southern New Jerse.v. It is a
GradeT through 12 school with about 55 acres of sports fields and 15
acres of common areas around the schools. I have worked in a school
setting for the past 7 years and find it verv rewarding to do a good job
and see that vour effofis are noticed. In the school setting everything,vou
perform outside is noticed. Ifthe grass dies, the school administrators
and coaches come t0 see wh,v. If the grass is green, growing well, and
the fields are kept-up, the coaches alwa.vs seem to enjoy the games a lit-
tle more. The administrators take notice of how the school grounds
look and take pride in knowing their school looks good to the tax-pav-
ing public. I am even told by non-coaching teachers that the school
grounds look nice; that makes me proud of the work that mv staff and
myself do.

The conference is always educationallv rewarding as there are
many sessions that are available. This year I focused on attending a
few sessions that could provide me with knowledge in areas where I

(continued on page 1 1)
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Dr. Henry W. Indyk

Graduate Fellowship

in Turfgrass Science

As many of you know, the turfgrass industry lost a dear friend and
colleague in September 2OO5. We will all miss Henry very much
and would like to insure that his legacy lives on, The Indyk family
would like to establish a memorial fellowship to support graduate
students interested in applied turfgrass science. This fellowship is
being created to help assure that tomorrow's graduale siudents
have the financial resources to get an advanced degree in turfgrass
science at Rutgers University. To fund a full graduate assistantship
each year in Henry's name, we will need lo raise a total of
$4O0,OOO. Your generous support at this time will bring us closer to
reaching this goal.

To make a tax-deductible contribution today, please send a
check payable to the Rutgers University Foundation, 7 College
Avenue. New Brunswick, NJ 08901 . Be sure to andicate "lndyk
Fellowship, Turfgrass" in the memo portion of your check. lf you
desire, you may provide a donation in the form of a pledge payable
over several years.

For anformation on other ways to support this fellowship, please
contact Dr. Bruce B. Clarke, Director * Rutgers Center for Turfgrass
Science (732-932-9400, ext. 331 ; or i:lcrkr&aes.p.fllt{]tl f..i *cll) or
John Pearson, Dirsctor of Leadership Gifts at the Foundation, by
calling (732) 932-7899 or email: t*i.lr*{rr!{1*,if r;:fri$.rutll!ils_._!ril!
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Qunsuox FRoM A coNTRAcr runrfi,eNoscApE MANAGER:

A municipality has put out a request for proposal (RFP) to have
the municipally owned properties (parks and recreational turf
fields) managed 'organically'. There is a bid meeting scheduled
for interested bidders. What information would be heloful to know
regarding the feasibility and kind of questions to ask the munic-
ipality at the bid meeting?

AwswnR:

First and foremost, you need to ask the municipal officials
whether the intention of the RFP is integrated crop/pest manage-
ment (lCM or IPM) that minimizes the use of pesticides or a true
'organic' managiement philosophy that eliminates use of all syn-
thetic pesticides and fertil izers. Some incorrectly believe that
IPM and'organic' management are the same. Certainly the envi-
ronmental goal of reducing or eliminating pesticides is com-
mendable; however, it is important to notify everyone involved
that the elimination of all synthetic pesticides has consequences
that will be considered undesirable by some.

Applying a true organic philosophy to sports field management
will NOT be prudent IF the municipality also expects turf/playing
conditions to be identical to or better than can be achieved with
synthetic pesticides and fertilizers. At this point in time, there
simply are NOT enough viable organic pesticides/alternatives
available to manage all of the potential pest issues on sports turf
fields (which also have to persist under the wear-n-tear of exten-
sive play/sports). Therefore, severe pest and mechanical (traffic)
damage on organically managed sports turf will be a matter of
WHEN not IF, Considerable hard work and creativity by the
grounds staffand an understanding by all users (players, coaches
and parents) is essential before an organic approach on sports turf
will be viewed as successful within the municipality.

Weeds will probably be the first major issue faced in a true organic
management program. Currently, the efficacy and very limited
number of organic herbicides available make it virtually impossi-
ble to keep out invasive annual and perennial weeds on sports turf
(researchers continue looking for more effective organic alterna-
tives but this is a slow process). Annual weeds are particularly
problematic as these weeds die each year (hence the name annual)
and expose bare soil to the erosive forces of wind and water and
the compactive forces of athletic and maintenance equipment
traffic, which further degrades soil conditions and the ability to
grow healthy turf.

The municipality must recognize that routine renovation (prob-
ably one or more per year) will be required for any chance of mod-
erate success of sports turf under 'or$anic' management.
Renovation that involves extensive overseeding (or sodding) in
combination with the best implementation of aeration, fertiliza-
tion, irrigation and mowing practices will be critical for organi-
cally managed sports turfs. Moreover, the exact timing and
resources needed for renovation work are very difficult to predict
since the severity of pest and environmental stress damage varies
in both time and space across a facility (property). Thus, the mu-
nicipality must be prepared to provide or pay for these services in

a timely and on an "as needed" basis. Also it is important that the
municipality realize that there is no Suarantee that an orgianic
management philosophy will be viewed as successful by all users
of the fields.

The organic philosophy for managing crops and livestock has
grown in popularity and subsequently become big business in the
United States. Interested persons are now seeking to transfer this
organic philosophy into areas such as sports turf management.
Unfortunately, one major deterrent to developing effective organic
practices on sports turf is that there isn't a good analog in nature
to use as model. Organic crop and livestock management systems
are often based on an evaluation of how these organisms grow
and survive in a diverse and naturalized ecosystem to design bet-
ter management strategies. Finding an appropriate natural ana-
log for sports turfs is very difficult. Sports turfs typically are
grown on poorly constructed and highly degraded soils and are
often expect to grow under intense traffic (trampling) throughout
the year; conditions that are not mimicked in nature. Moreover,
there are very few girass species that can be effectively used for
sports turfs. More research is needed in the area of 'organic' turf
management before sound recommendations can be provided
that satisfu all citizens, administrators and users of these fields.

Dr. James Murphg is Extension Specialist in Turfgrass Manage-
ment, Rutgers Uniuersitg; and SFMANJ Aduisor

In preparation for the Breeders' Cup event, the turf course
was reconstructed in 2005-06 utilizing the expertise ofa Rutgers-
assembled team consisting of a thoroughbred turf track specialist,
irrigation specialists, civil engineers, and agronomists.

In April 2006, attendees at Spring Field Day observed the final
rolls of sod installed at Monmouth Park in preparation for the
2006 racing season and ultimately the Breeders' Cup. Spring
Field Day 2008 will give attendees the opportunity to see the high
quality condition of the turf course two years after reconstruction
and learn how the track is being prepared for the upcoming 2008
racing season.

Watch for an upcominS SFMANJ mailing to register for
this event.

Brad Park is Sports Turf Res. and
Ed. Coor., Rutgers Uniu.;

SFMAIVJ Boord member: and Editor.
SFMANJ Undate
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PO Box 38 - Skil lman, NJ 08558
609 -466 -2846 Fax: 609-466- 1 808

john@usathleticfields.com

STORR TRACTOR COMPANY
Turf, Irrigation and Ballfield Equipment

Sales- Fred Castenschiold, Kevin Hoban, Steve Bradley
3191 Highway 22 Somer"'rille, NJ 08876

908-722-9830 F u: 908 -7 22 -9847
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Athletic Field Consulting & Management

Jim Hermann, CSFM
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Sales-Bernie White, Mike Clifford, Steve Kopach
19 Central Blvd., S. Hackensack, NJ 07606
888-831-0891 ex 114 Fa.r: 201-93i-1730

sales@wilfredmacdonald.com

PARTAC/BEAI{ CIAY
Your "One-Stop Source" For

Baseball and Sports Turf Surfaces & Suppliesl
(800) 247-BEAM, (908) 637-4191

Fa,t (908) 637 -8421,sales@partac.com
Website : www.beamclay.com

FISHER AND SON CO., INC.
Superior Products for the Turf and Horticultural Professional
Agronomic Services, Fertilizers, Seed, and Control Products

Jeff Borajkiewicz (609) 532-4837 r Bruce Cadenelli (732) 245-2599
Brian Robinson (484) 886-0021

COVERMASTER, INC.
Baseball and football field covers and accessones

Natural turfconcert covers & EVERGREENTM turfblankets
800-387-5808 . Fax 416-7 42-6837

covermaster.com . info@covermaster.com

F.M. BROWN'S & SONS,INC.
Custom Athletic Field Seed Mixtures and Turfgrass Supplies

800-345-3344 Far908-806-8447
Marie Pompei 610-78I-4256

www.fmbrown.com

PUT YOUR AD HERE:
To become a Proud Sponsor Call 908-730-7770

$150 for one vear

Only Rain Bird rotors feature Rain Curtain'"
Nozzle Technology that delivers uniform
water distribution across the entire radius
range for green grass results. Gentle, effective
close-in watering around the rotor eliminates
dry spots without seed washout, and larger
water droplets assure consistent coverage,
even in the windiest conditions.
Install Confidence. Install Rain Bird.

Rnt&Rno.
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT

BILL WISE
Contractor Account Manager

(510) 770-588s



Sports Field Management Workshop

Apri l  16,2008

NewJersey Agricultural Experiment Station/

Rutgers Cooperative Extension

Weequahic Park, Newark, NJ

973-228-2210
email : zientek@nj aes.rutgers. edu

SFMANJ 2008 Spring Field Day
May 7,2008

Shore Regional High School -
Monmouth Park Racetrack

908-730-7770' w.w.w.sfmanj.org

2008 Rutgers Golf and Fine Turf Research Field Day

July 29, 2008
NewJersey Turfgrass Association and Rutgers University

Hort. Farm II, North Brunswick, NJ

#:1,:tilJJ:,-

2008 Rutgers Lawn, Landscape, and Sports TurfRe-
search Field Day

SFMANJ-sponsored trade show and
equipment demos included

July 30, 2008
NewJersey Turfgrass Association and Rutgers University

Adelphia Research Farm, Adelphia, NJ
(973) 812 6467 . wrvwnjturfgrass.org

NewJersey Green Expo 2008
December 9-11, 2008

New Jersey Tirrfgrass Association
Tiump Taj Mahal Casino-Resort, Atlantic City, NJ

(973) 812-6467 . www.njturfgrass.org

STMA Annual Conference 2009

January 13-17,2009
Sports Turf Managers Association

SanJose, CA
1-800-323-3875 . www.stma.ors

Specid)z rt rass rvi
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Deep Tine - Solid and Coring
Dri l l  & Fi l l
BLEC Ground Breaker Linear
Tiaditional Shallow Coring
Sandmaster Drainage

. Top Dressing

. Seeding

. Verti-Cutting

. Total Regrassing

Equipment
Wiedenmann Aerifiers . Dakota Top Dressers . ArtificialTurf Groomers . BLEC



(continued from page 6)
felt it was needed. The first one I attended related to irrisation sched-
uling. This is one area where I think a lot of people need education. You
can not fust set a program on your controller and let it run. I learned
to always check my soil moisture levels and air temperafure and humid-
ity for a specific region. I also spoke with Don Savard of Salesianum
High School in Wilmington, DE. He wrote a very good article a few
months back about doing an irrigation audit; I am planning on doing
one m.vself this spring with his help and expertise.

The second session I was looking forward to attending was how to
manage a synthetic field. This is such a hot topic now in schools; I
wanted to get all the research that I could just in case this ever comes
up at my school. All of our fields at Kingsway are nafl.r:al tur{grass and
they are continuallv getting better. Smthetics are what everyone is talking
about these days and I have learned that the more educated you are
about these fields, the better you can prepare when the school board
wants to install one. You can talk with the board about what you have
learned and hopefully with .vour knowledge you can all work toward
achieving a great field.

The last session that I was reallv looking forward to attending was
one focused on managing tur{ without pesticides. This is probablv the
biggest topic currently being discussed within schools and many other
most segments of the green industry Many ideas were brought-up on
wavs to control all knds of pests with new and innovative ways without

resorting to pesticides. In my state of New Jersey, the use of pesticides
in turf - whether it is an application intended for crabgrass control or
vegetation control along fence lines - is becoming harder and harder,
so newwavs need to be examined. This should be the one session every-
one at the conference attends. There are more and more pesticide reg-
ulations a:rd we all need to do our paft in limiting the use of pesticides
when we can.

The Kindergarlen though 12ft Grade (K-12) membership segment
of STNI{ should ideally have the most members and should be the
biggest group attending at the annual conference. Most ofthese individ-
uals have the least amount of trainins and knowledee. I was included
in this group until I started anending the annual conference. We have
the most to gain by attending. The education sessions can teach a new
sporls tur{ manager many things that professional and collegiate man-
agers already know; however individuals just starting in the industry
may not have a high degree of knowledge. Conference attendance could
be a great. jumping point to much better fields and improved profes-
sional abilities. I am hoping that this message can be passed-on to many
K-12 districts that are not currently members of STMA; hopefully they
will be become members. We can all learn from one another andby at-
tending this conference, or any conference, we can help improve the
safety and plavability of sports fields.

Keain Shipman is Sports Turf Manager,
Kingsway High School, Wooluich Township, NJ.

Baseball Diamohd Mix
Pitcher's Mound Mix

Honre fJate Mix
lnfield Conditioner

Mound Bricks
Mound Top-Dressings

Pe r mane n t Pitc h e r's M o u nd
& Batter's Box Pads



As the popularity of both competit ive and recre-
at ional  sports cont inues to grow in our region, so does
the demand for tur f  p laying surfaces that are safe and
aesthet ical ly pleasing As turf  managers,  we are con-
-+-^+1,,  L-- f t l i^^ r  l -^  dai lv t rat t ic  nn nUr natUfal  tUff)Ldl tLty uotLr l r rS Llrg uol ly LlorrrL ul l  u(

f ields The result ing soil  compaction can be devastat-
ing with even the most thorough and well- planned turf
maintenance programs. Finding the t ime and re '
sources to maintain our f lelds between practices and
game t imes for every sport  that  our faci l i t ies cater to is
often a diff icult task. As synthetrc turf i ields are rapidly
becoming a considerable part of the turf industry, they
can be viewed as a great tool for maintaining the playa-
bi l i ty and beauty of our natural turf f ields

Annrr\y im:talV threo Voer< Ao.\  |  h^ ni---r  
- . , , - . ,/  \V| , lvAIrrrqLLry Lr i rLL )LqrJ uSv, r i l ( j  l - l>Ldl-dWdy

School Distr ict ,  in cooperat ion wi th the Pisca[away
Recreat ion Department instal led a synthet ic f ie ld in-
place of a natural turf f ield in a heavily traff icked high

school football  stadium. As in most cases where a nat-
ural  tur [  t ie ld is replaced by a synthet ic one, there has
been and wil l  continue to be healthy debate relating
to the safety,  cost-ef fect iveness, environmental  impact
maintenance and instal lat ion issues of  th is synthet ic
f ield. As turf managers, we are al l  aware of such de-
bates and may or may not have formulated our own
opinions for or against these relatively new fields. This
erf i r^ l r '  At tomnrc lo nf fer  :  nnqi t ive orr t lnnk [or  nronn-v(( ! I l |vLJuvvJlv|vvv

nents of both natural and synthetic turf.
Since the instal lat ion of  synthet ic tur f  in the Pis-

cataway High School football  stadium, there has been
a nol iceable di f ference in lhe appearance and playa-
bi l i ty  of  the natural  tur f  f ie lds that  make up
the maior i tv of  the snorts f ie ld srrr faces in the school
distr ict .  Over the past few years,  the natural  tur f  has

(continued on poge 17)
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Wilfred MacDonald is your team when it cames
to athletic field eqiupment. We offer a wide variety
of equipment from striping reel and rotary mawers
to athletic field eonditioners, line stripers, grroomers,
top dressers, aerifiers and more! Qur comprehensive
line of Jacobsen, Smithco, Turtco, National and
Vertidrain gives you the largest variety of turf
equipment to ehoose from! Check out our new
Rental Division for equipment rentals! Contact your
sales representative today for a demonstration or
rental!
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Wilfred MacDonald, inc
19 Central Boulevard
South Hackensack, NJ 07606
888-8U -A891
www, wi lf red m acd o n a ld. ea m

Sales Representatives:
Bernie White
Mike Clifford
Tim Kerwin
Sfeve Kapach-Rentals



iE3I rE9;frn I )r
*-I(

ffi

Tennis
Nets

Sport
Goals

B leachers

Benches

Bases

Sports
Equipment

w*@w&

Water
Fountains

and much more!

l iEl;I= eIlr*trIItGfiif,'li 3II IO ?



'ell-written technical specifications for an athletic field con-

struction project are necessary for the successful comple-

tion of the project. All contracting, both pubiic and

private, is based on technical specifications. The specifications are used

to qualifir contractors, choose specific materials, specifi' agronomics,

establish construction procedures, specify equipment, and set qualiry

standards for the project. The specifications can be used for any and

all reasons. Notably, the specifications need to clearly state your in-

structions so that all bidding contractors and procurement or purchas-

ing officers understand them and that the bid-winning contractor

understands what is required to perform the work.

Being a construction contractor who has completed construction

projects in 12 states, I have read hundreds ofspecifications for all kinds

of jobs: some good, some bad and some really bad. I have to read and

understand all specifications because offinancial liability. \W{hen I ac-

cept and sign a contract, the sole responsibiliry of that project is mine;

so, it is critical that I completely understand the technical specifica-

tions. From my experience, most specifications are written poorly and

not thoroughly researched resulting in unaddressed issues. This is

where the end user receives incompiete projects or unexpected addi-

tional costs. There is the equally unfortunate issue of projects being

under-budgeted from the start and owner's rationalization is, 'At least

we did something." \{&ile this is worth noting, the focus of this article

is on the authoring oftechnical specifications.

The process should start with listing all the specifications you

have for your project. Considering we are dealing with sports fields,

the wording should be industry specific. You will have to integrate

purchasing language into the specification to ensure it is enforceable

by law. Any public bid has to be advertised publicly with all informa-

tion disclosed to all potential bidders. This is critical because ifall con-

siderations are not met, anybody can challenge the results for the bid.

This often results in no project at al1 or a watered down version of

your project. Either way the end result can be negative.

So, we have to write specifications that attract qualified contrac-

tors. Ask for a minimum length of time for construction of similar or

like projects. Ask for referrals from the clients ofthese projects and/or

contact information to follow-up. Ask for experience with similar

products or installation of products. You want to hire a sports turf

construction contractor not a site contractor. For example, you do not

have a plumber do electrical work so why would you have road builder

build an athletic field? I am not saying a road builder can not do the

work; I am saying that they have a lot more examples of why you do

not want to hire them in the first place (i.e. most high school fields)

(continued on page 15)
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in America). If site contractor musr be employed, ar leasr have a site
contractor mass grade and sports field contractor finish grade and grass
the field.

A rypical athletic field construction project includes removing or
demolishing an existing field, stripping and storing topsoil, rough

grading the subgrade, replacing topsoil and adding topsoil as needed,
amending topsoil based on soil test results, laser grading the finish
grade, soil preparation and grassing. This is just an example of a rypical
renovation of a field. The first step is identifying what needs to be ac-
complished and how you want it accomplished - of course, the varia-
tions are endless. Now that you have identified what services are
needed, you will need to explain in technical rerms every item in de-
tail.

Field removal or demolition (demo) will need to have a consrruc-
tion entrance/exit to access the work area. A rypical installation has 6
inches of soil removed and replaced with a geotextile woven liner and
#4 large gravel placed in entrance to clean-off vehicle tires that leave
the construction site. Provisions for the removal of the construction
entrance should be detailed. The demo should also list how to remove
the existing sod and store onsite for future use. k rakes about 6 monrhs
to break down the organic matter for use as topsoil. Hauling it away

should be a last option considering we are in the green industry. After
completion of demo, the next phase it ro remove the existing topsoil
and store it onsite. Instructions should include stripping the topsoil
without contaminating or mixing it with fiIl soil. Storage should be
provided on the construction site. Other instructions could include
screening the topsoil for rocks and/or debris.

Rough grading the subgrade is a critical stage because the soil
needs to mirror the finish grade. In most applications of reconstructing
existing fields, utilizing the existing soil may be sufficient and is the
most economical way reconstructing a field. Utilizing the existing soil
and avoiding the import or exporr any soil will reduce costs. Com-
paction of fill soils in the subgrade is a standard practice - if fiIl soils
are less than 2 feet, usually the subgrade can be compacted with the
equipment doing the work. Remember you are reconstructing an ath-
letic field not building a parking lot; over-compaoion of soil will make
it difficult to grow grass. Keeping equipment on-the-job increases
costs; thus, excluding the use of a smooth drum roller could be con-
sidered for cost savings. Ifthere is unsuitable soil because it is soft and
it will not compact, this should be taken care of in the subgrade by re-
moving and replacing it with dry, firm soil that compacts.

(continued on page I 8)
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(continued /iom page I 2)

gradually improved in terms of blade density and soil
permeabil i ty. The turf has come back thicker and
stronger each year as Lhere has been signi f icant ly less
traff ic on these f ields. As athletic admrnistration has
heen rrrsed lo l imi l  lhe rrse of  pame f ie lds for  team
pract ices and gym class use, the obviously more
durable synthetic turf in the football  stadium has been
able to absorb a great deal of this traff ic that used to
damage the natural game fields. For example, on an
average day, there used to be as many as s ix gym
classes of well  over twenty students playing on the nat-
ural turf varsity soccer f ield As the f ield was constantly
being used al lday long i ts playabi l i ty  was greaLly un-
dermined by mid-season despite the aeration and top-
dressins ef for ts of  the srounds crew to al leviate as' " -  D'

much soi l  compact ion as possible Fortunately as ef-
forts to divert such traff ic clearly had posit ive results,
the Piscataway Soccer Club, also shar ing the same nat-
ural turf f ields, recently began using the synthetic f ield
for the majority of i ts winter season games as well.

As a groundskeeper i t  is  a lways more chal lenging
and rewarding to maintain an aesthet ical ly pleasing
natural turf f ield that meets communitv demands for

playing consistency. As we al l  know, the communit ies
we serve sometimes overlook the efforts of those man-
aging and marnLaining their  athlet ic f ie lds However,  I
hear about more and more compl iments every season
in repards lo the imnrovemenls of  our nalural  lur f
f ields in Piscataway. In combination with the efforts of
an experienced and well-trained grounds crew utrl izing
the svnthet ic t r r r f  aS a resoulce for heaw snorts f ie ld
traff icking has produced very posit ive results.

As turf managers rn many different aff ihations, we
wi l l  a lways have di f ferent opinions and arguments in
the debate of synthetic vs natural turf f ields. However,
I  th ink one thing we wi l l  a l l  be able to agree on is the
benef ic ia l  p layabi l iLy characLer is l ics and the large
amount of traff ic that synthetic f ields can accommo-
date whi le st l l l  maintarnrng their  p leasing appearance.
As the use of sports f ields and the corresponding main-
tenance costs are not l ikely to decrease in the future,
nerh:nc \ I /e aan Innk : t  cr inthet i . -  t r  t r f  . ; .1. ,  . r  necFq\)r \ /

.nmn^nont nf  r  r iar . . f  i la e nnrt .  t . - i l iF ' ,LUlrr | /ur lLrrL ur o vcl)dLi lc )FrLrtL) ldLi l tLy.

Matt Olivi is SportsTurt'Manager,
Piscatawaq Board of Education, Piscatawaq, NJ,

and a vnernber of the SFMANI Board of Directors
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The soil can also be allowed to dry in-place and then compacted. Last

but not least, the surface ofthe subgrade should be free ofrocks and

debris down to at least 3/+" in size and be finished graded to mirror

the finished grade. The topsoil should be spread at uniform thickness

from 4" to 6" which does not need compaction from a roller.

Rough grading can be attained with all sorts of equipment but the

final grade needs to be completed with machine-controlled laser

equipment to ensure the field will drain and perform properly. Use of

bulldozers with machine control is appropriate in a mass grading sit-

uarion, but when you are performing finish grading, a tractor with

machine control is required. This guarantees your level of qualiry -

besides, this is the national standard. After grading is complete, quan-

tities of lime and fertilizer determined by prior soil testing can be ap-

plied and tilled and mixed in the soil. This satisfies seedbed

preparation by loosening the top couple of inches of soil and mixing

amendments. Of course it brings more trash, rocks and debris to the

surface so be prepared to pick-up and laser grade lightly at least one

more t ime.

At last you are ready to establish turfgrass on your newly graded

field. Considerations need to be taken in choosing your new turfgrass.

The National Ti.rrfgrass Evaluation Program (NTEP) is always a great

resource review all grasses (www.ntep.org). The turfgrass data on this

website is generated via nationwide Universiry-based testing. A1so,

local references seem to go long way. Noticing what seems to be work-

ing successfully "up-the-street" can assist in you decision making. I

often read specifications for new field projects that spec turfgrass va-

rieties that were released in the 1950s. \7e have come a long way

since then, so take advantage of the newest information at fingertips.

Do your research; it is worth your time and the ownert money.

The realm of technical specifications is a huge, complicated sub-

ject that integrates so much information. Navigation of the subject

often requires more than one person as it crosses so many topics. Writ-

ing technical specifications for athletic fields in public contracting is

especially critical because ofhow the technical specifications are inter-

preted. Howevet it can be accomplished. Regardless what is being

built, specifications have to been to in-place and used to protect all

parties involved.

Sean Connell is Owner and Primary Project Manager,
Georgia Golf Constrution, Woodbine, NJ;

and a member of the SFMANJ Board of Directors

Di{')orKnowl
The final regular season game ever to be played at Shea

Stadium is scheduled for Sunday, September 28, 2008
aeainst the Florida Marlins.
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