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The tools for all your  
grounds maintenance needs.

Toro is committed to creating the most durable and reliable equipment 

to help turf professionals work more efficiently. With a wide range of 

innovative, high-quality products to choose from, Toro has the right 

turf equipment and irrigation solution for your job. 

Storr Tractor Company 
Branchburg, NJ   908-722-9830

Providing quality turf equipment since 1914.
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Currently we have 157 new & renewed members. Sports Field 
Managers Association of New Jersey mailed invoices for 2014 
membership dues to all current members. If you did not receive 
an invoice, please contact us at 856.514.3179 or download the 
membership form available at www.sfmanj.org. Mail membership 
dues direct to SFMANJ, PO Box 205, Pennsville, NJ 08070.   

2014 SFMANJ
Board of Directors

Officers
President ...................................................Matt Olivi, Piscataway BOE
Vice President ..................... Rich Watson, Pine Hills Public Schools
Secretary ........................Scott Bills, CSFM, Sports Field Consultant
Treasurer ....................... Sean Connell, Georgia Golf Construction

DIRECTORS
Fred Castenschiold....................................................Storr Tractor Co.
Bernard Loungo .................... No. Burlington Co. Reg. School Dist.
Brad Park .................................................................Rutgers University
Matt Pinkerton ........................................................... Byram Township
Don Savard, CSFM, CGM ......................................Salesianum School
Kevin Shipman .................................Kingsway Regional High School
Craig Tolley ................................................ County College of Morris
Mike Viersma ................................................ The Viersma Companies

Advisor....................................Dr. James Murphy, Rutgers University
Advisor .................. Ray Cipperly, Middlesex County Vo Tech Schools
Executive Secretary .......................................................Debbie Savard

MISSION STATEMENT
Committed to enhancing the professionalism of athletic field 
managers by improving the safety, playability and appearance of 
athletic fields at all levels through seminars, field days, publications 
and networking with those in the sports turf industry.

PO Box 205 • Pennsville, NJ 08070
Web site: www.sfmanj.org • Email: mail@sfmanj.org

Phone/Fax: 856-514-3179
National Organization

Sports Turf Managers Association
www.stma.org

New and Renewed
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Inside This Issue
A Message from The President and Board of Directors. . . . .     Cover

New and Renewed SFMANJ Members . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      3

2014 Board of Directors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 3

A Student’s Perspective on the 2014 Sports Turf Managers 
Association Conference and Exhibition  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     4

Nature: Beautiful and Beastly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              5

Calendar of Events . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      8

STMA 25th Conference & Exhibition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       9

SFMANJ Names its 2013 Field of the Year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  10

Overbrook’s Field of Dreams: A Coaches Perspective . . . . . . . . .         13

Planning Next Year’s Budget: Do You Know Your Costs? . . . . . . .       15

Password Protected Area on Our Web Site!  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                16

Pre-Registration Form: Spring Field Day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    18

This newsletter is the official quarterly publication of the 
Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey.

For information regarding this newsletter, contact:
SFMANJ at (856) 514-3179 or Brad Park at (848) 932-6327

Editor: Brad Park, Rutgers University, Email: park@aesop.rutgers.edu
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Mike Alvare	 Atlantic County Institute of Technology
Carmelo Anguilla 	 Pine Hill Public Schools
Robert Autorino 	 Paramus Board of Ed
Wayne T Barrett 	 West Milford Board of Education
Vincent Benenati 	 Tenafly Board of Ed
Chuck Bergamo 	 John Deere Landscapes/Lesco
Mark Berry 	 Turf Equipment and Supply Co
James W Betts 	 Tuckahoe Turf Farms, Inc.
Jason Bittner 	 Somerset County Park Commission
Louis Bosco 	 Turf Equipment and Supply Co
Steve Bradley 	 Storr Tractor Co
Matt Braun 	 New York Mets
Gary Brick 	 Mainland Regional High School
Paul Bruni 	 Delaware Valley Spray Service, Inc.
Paul Burk 	 Manalapan Twp DPW
Joe Canzano 	 Rutgers University
Chris Carlson 	 Bergen Community College
Lou Carty Jr. 	 Jersey Turf Inc.
Fred Castenschiold 	 Storr Tractor Company
James Chimento 	 JC Landscape Construction Mgmt
Bruce Clarke Ph.D. 	 Rutgers University
Mike Clifford 	 Wilfred Macdonald
Michael Collins 	 Cumberland County College
Sean Connell 	 Georgia Golf Construction, Inc.
John Coombs 	 Coombs Sod Farms LLC
Norman Cromwell Jr. 	 Robbinsville Township
Robert J Culvert 	 Borough of Tenafly
Robert Curry 	 Covermaster, Inc.
Dennis DeSanctis Jr. 	 Syrgenta
Dennis DeSanctis Sr. 	 Double ‘D’ Turf, LLC
Leonard M Debuck 	 Debuck’s Sod Farm of NY, Inc.
Steven Delellis 	 Manalapan Twp DPW
William Dent 	 Rancocas Valley Reg. H.S.
Michael Disko Jr. 	 Disko Associates
Bob Disko 	 Somerset County Park Commission
Joy Dobrosky 	 Hanson Aggregates - BMC
Jeffrey Dorer 	 Morris Hills Regional District
Barry Draycott 	 Tech Terra Environmental
Larry Ehasz 	 Hackettstown BOE
Frank Ennis 	 Caldwell-West Caldwell BOE
Robert Erickson 	 City of Bordentown
Lance Ernst 	 Turf Equipment & Supply Co, Inc.
David Ertle 	 Ocean County Utilities Authority
Edwin Esquilin 	 Princeton Recreation Dept
Stephen Fazekas 	 Twp of Burlington Parks and Rec
Thomas J Fik PE, CME 	 Carroll Engineering Co.
Bill Foelsch 	 Morris Township

Continued on page 6
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Continued on page 7

The Rutgers Turf Club would like to thank Rutgers University, Sports 
Field Managers Association of New Jersey (SFMANJ), and Sports Turf 
Managers Association (STMA) for making our visit to San Antonio, 
Texas to attend the 2014 STMA Conference and Exhibition possible.  
Without these organizations we would have not had the opportunity 
to experience the National Conference and Student Challenge that 
we enjoy taking part in to represent the wonderful program here at 
Rutgers University, as well as our home state of New Jersey. 

This year, the Rutgers Turf Club sent two teams of four students to 
compete in the STMA student challenge, where we also attended 
educational sessions and the industry trade show. The conference is 
a great way for students 
interested in pursuing 
careers in sports 
turf to network and 
interact with many 
different people and 
factors of the industry. 
We believe that the 
STMA conference 
allows for wonderful 
student activities and 
networking potential. 
This also helps to set 
the stage for those 

A Student’s Perspective on the 2014 Sports Turf Managers 
Association Conference and Exhibition By Lorabeth West

who have a chance to attend the Golf Course Superintendents 
Association of America (GCSAA) conference later in the semester. 
As students we seize the opportunity to attend both conferences 
because it allows us to develop knowledge of the turfgrass industry 
from its multiple aspects. 

Our first full day in San Antonio was a beautiful one. We were able 
to sign in for the convention, where we were later invited to the 
welcome reception, and then spent our day touring The Alamo 
and finding the best tacos in town. The welcome reception offered 
a chance for us to meet many different members of STMA in the 
industry, some of which were our own Rutgers alumni that are now 

holding positions all over the country. Many shared with us 
their own personal experiences of when they took part in 

the student challenge in their glory days of college. It was 
amazing to see their passion for the industry and ask them 
for tips on how we can better ourselves. 

The following day was dedicated to educational sessions; 
one was specifically designed for students and the other 
two were specific aspects of the industry. The first session 
we attended was one entitled, “Creating a New Career 
Path,” given by Abby McNeal of Wake Forest University, 
CSFM. Abby gave a motivating talk on how to locate a job 
that is right for you and how everyday aspects are keys 

to your success. She told us the of the positions she has 

Visit our web site:
www.sfmanj.org
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As I write this article for our newsletter, we are enjoying our 13th 
event of the season. Some of the previous events were clippers. 
No, not the Yankee Clipper Joe DiMaggio; Artic clippers of the one 
to two inch variety. But today we get special treatment. A good 
old fashion Nor-Easter. What I find most difficult about snow 
management is that every event is different. Start time, finish time, 
dry powdery snow, wet heavy snow, one inch, one foot, blowing 
drifting snow, freezing rain, the whole gambit, and you have a very 
small window of opportunity to complete your tasks to try to 
make your properties safe for the opening of school. Very daunting 
to say the least. 

Preparation is the best tool that you have to combat any storm. 
Functioning equipment works well also. Other than watching the 
weather every minute hoping the thing misses us, the following is  
how we prepare for an upcoming event. 

All of our tractors and vehicles start every event with a full tank 
of gas or diesel. Snow blowers are all topped off along with our 
back pack blowers. We make sure all of our five gallon containers 
are full of gas and diesel in case we cannot get to our tanks at the 
bus lot. We mix-up four gallons of two cycle oil for our back pack 
blowers and our chain saws. We have many trees on our property 
that sometimes don’t make it through the storm. As with any event 
equipment breaks down. If you have some parts in stock you can 
get that piece of equipment up and running during the same storm, 
which in my book is a feather in your cap and allows management 
know you are paying attention to your business. We stock extra 
shear pins and belts for all our snow blowers including shoes for 

By Bernard Luongo

Nature: Beautiful and Beastly
them and our large plows. We have 
extra pails of hydraulic fluid for our 
tractors and quarts of fluid for our 
plows. Extra chains for our chain saws just in case. Plenty of two 
cycle oil also. We do stock some parts for our plows, just the basics 
though. Extra snow shovels and spreaders in case they break or 
malfunction.  

At Northern Burlington County School District we have eight 
parking lots and about four miles of sidewalks. A lot of product 
is spread. I always try to stay two major events ahead or four 
smaller events ahead of the amount of product we use. Because 
every event is different, make assessments of how much product 
you used during each event and this will help you stay ahead of the 
curve. There is nothing worse for your department than running 
out of product. Equipment failure happens during events; it is the 
nature of the beast and out of your control -  the other is not. So be 
prepared. If you are paying attention to the weather and the signs 
around you there will be plenty of time to prepare. All you have to 
do now is wait for the event. 

On a lighter note … In our house hold we have a weather predicting 
cat. She is four for four in predicting the severity of winters. Depending 
on how much weight and fur she puts on tells me how bad a winter 
it is going to be. In early December she looked like a well fed tick. 
Need I say more? Pay attention to nature and her wildlife. They know 
better than we do. Until next time. Keep on plowing.

Bernard Luongo is Lead Groundsperson, Northern Burlington County Regional 
School District, Columbus, NJ; and SFMANJ member. 
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Continued from page 3

Peter Galosi 	 Cinnaminson Board of Ed
John Gardner 	 Tuckerton Turf Farm, Inc.
Scott Geier 	 Borough of Hawthorne
Brian Gjelsvik 	 Seeton Turf
Fred Goble 	 Washington Township
Ken Griepentrog 	 National Seed
Bill Griffith 	 Piscataway Twp Board of Ed
Erik Hammerdahl 	 Morris-Union Jointure Commission
George Herberger 	 Ben Shaffer & Associates, Inc.
Steve Hesser 	 Lawn and Golf Supply Co.
Kevin Hoban 	 Storr Tractor Co
Fred Hoge 	 Humphrys CoverSports
Zachary Holm 	 Grass Roots Turf Products, Inc.
Ron Holt 	 Palmyra High School, Bldg & Grounds
Gene Huelster 	 Grass Roots Turf Products, Inc.
Chris A Hustus 	 Lenape Board of Ed
Jim Iannetti 	 Middlesex Boro Parks Dept.
Jeff Jacobus 	 High Point Regional H. S.
Jeff Johnson 	 Gill St. Bernard’s School 
Rich Kalish CTP 	 Farmside Landscape & Design, Inc.
John Kavanaugh 	 Caldwell/West Caldwell BOE
Fred Kendall 	 City of Salem Board of Education
Hassan Kirk 	 Atlantic City Public Works
Hugh Knowlton 	 Bergen Community College
Dennis Kunkel 	 Piscataway Twp Board of Ed
Frank Lasasso 	 Hammonton Board of Ed
Barry Levitt 	 Levitt’s LLC
Adam Lieb 	 Borough of Florham Park
Mike Linkewich 	 Seeton Turf
Bernard Luongo 	 Northern Burlington County Reg. School Dist
Gerry MacFarlan 	 Princeton Recreation Dept
Steve Magyari 	 Princeton Recreation Dept
Kevin Malone CSFM 	 The Landtek Group Inc.
Robert Manning 	 Piscataway Twp Board of Ed
Loren Martin 	 Terra Gro, Inc.
Bill Mast 	 Aer-Core, Inc.
Michael McCann 	 Caldwell/West Caldwell BOE
Greg McCarty 	 Moorestown Board of Education
Ray McCauley 	 New York Mets
Raymond McDowell 	 Princeton Recreation Dept
John McKnight 	 US Athletic Fields, Inc.
Jeffrey Miles 	 Fairliegh Dickenson University
Daryl Miller 	 East Stroudsburg Area School DistrIct
Mike Minard 	 Turf Equipment & Supply
Tim Moore 	 The Lawrenceville School
Evan Moorhead 	 Princeton Recreation Dept
George Morris 	 Caldwell/West Caldwell BOE
Glenn Musser 	 Turftime Equipment LLC
Dick Neufeld 	 Plant Food Company
Mike Nicotra 	 The Turf Trade
Jeff Norvell 	 Appoquinimink School District
Kenneth O’Brien 	 Mendham Borough - DPW
Rich Oats 	 Aquarius Supply
Carl Olivi 	 Piscataway Twp Board of Ed
Matthew B Olivi 	 Piscataway Twp Board of Ed

Jeffrey Olszyk 	 Players Development Academy
Mark Ozoroski 	 City of Summit
Brian Pardoe 	 Turf Equipment & Supply
Bradley S Park 	 Rutgers University
Tony Pavelec Jr 	 Jersey Soil Blending, LLC
Jeffery Peck 	 Piscataway Twp Board of Ed
Eugene Peer 	 Montville Township, Retired
Tanael Pena 	 Morris Hills Regional District
Tom Pepe 	 Plant Food Company
Sam Pepe CSFM	 Central Regional School District
Wes Perrine 	 GreenPro Materials
Matthew Pinkerton 	 Twp of Bergen
Ted Platz 	 Plant Food Company
Marie Pompei 	 F.M. Brown’s Sons, Inc.
Robert Pritchard 	 Caldwell/West Caldwell BOE
Nick Prusakowski 	 Manalapan Twp DPW
Daniel Purner 	 Somerset Patriots
Matt Raynor 	 No. Burlington County Reg. School Dist.
Gerard Redmond 	 Metuchen School District
Mike Reissner 	 E Brunswick Parks and Rec
Charles Rogers 	 Plainsboro Township
Edmund Rohland 	 Millville Babe Ruth Sports Complex
Bruno Romano 	 Caldwell/West Caldwell BOE
Michael Ryan 	 The Landtek Group, Inc.
John Sanders 	 Morris Township
James Saner 	 Ocean Township Board of Ed
Brandon Schmidt 	 Paramus Board of Ed
Joseph P Scullion 	 Princeton Recreation Dept
Lance Seeton 	 CULTIPro Sports Turf Services
Michael Shanko 	 Peddie School
Matt Shearon 	 Shearon Environmental Design Co, Inc
Adam Simmons 	 Glassboro Parks & Rec 
Brad Simpkins 	 Plant Food Company
Edward Sinclair 	 Township of Mahwah
Dave Spence 	 Piscataway Twp Board of Ed
Stephen Speriak 	 Mullica Township
Charles Steel 	 Lindenwold Board of Education
Ben Stentz 	 Princeton Recreation Dept
Brian Stephenson 	 Newark Academy
Steve Stolzer 	 Shearon Environmental Design Co, Inc
Steven Ternosky 	 MorrIs Hills Regional District
Larry Toth 	 Rider University
Jay Trstensky 	 Delaware Township
Walter Tucker 	 Retired
Debbie Unger 	 Randall’s Island Park Alliance, Inc
Peter van Drumpt 	 Dryject, Inc.
George van Haasteren CGM 	 Dwight-Englewood School
Barry Vansant 	 National Seed
Julianne Venezia 	 Jersey Soil Blending, LLC
Michael Viersma 	 The Viersma Companies
Jack Warner 	 Township of Freehold
Bernie White 	 Wilfred Macdonald
Bill Wisbeski 	 South Hunterdon Regional High School
Ralph Woods 	 Paramus Board of Ed
Thaddeus Zimeck 	 Cinnaminson Board of Ed

New and Renewed SFMANJ Members
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held in the industry and 
what factors helped her to 
choose those jobs, holding 
education at the top of 
her list. I remember her 
mentioning that we are in a 
science field, and that means 
it is constantly changing 
and your employers 
should respect that and 
want to send you to these 
educational conferences. 
The group of students in 
the room became interactive when Abby asked questions of where 
we wanted to work, why, and what is important to us. It generated a 
group thought process that we all found inspirational and beneficial. 

The next session we attended was, “Cool Season 
Turfgrasses for Sports Fields,” given by one of our turf 
club advisors, Brad Park. Brad gave a very informative 
lecture on turfgrass selection, such as what factors to look 
at when making your selection, tips on seed purchasing, 
and providing information of cultivars from the National 
Turfgrass Evaluation Program (NTEP). There were many 
pictures in the presentation that were used as references 
to make the explanations seamless, including case studies, 
methods of sodding and seeding, and different diseases 
that may infect the grasses. 

The third and final lecture we attended was, “Sustainability- 
Player Safety- Performance Testing Are Critical and 
Integrated Issues for Sports Fields,” given by Dr. Gerald 
Henry, a Rutgers alum, and one of his current graduate 
students at the University of Georgia, Chase Straw. This 
presentation was different than any we had seen before, 
as it was using new technology to test the sustainability 
on sports fields. These new technologies included global 
positioning systems, global information systems, and 
sensors, which are used to make color contour maps of 
sports fields. These maps visually show the troubled areas 
of sports fields, making it easy to see where there is too 
much or too little irrigation, for example. This can have a 

major effect on player safety, making irrigation efficiency a topic of 
concern. The machine they used to create the contour maps is a new 
piece of equipment by Toro called the PS 6000, but it is still being 

tested. This lecture was 
fascinating and raised 
many questions in the 
room, all of which helped 
us to better understand 
their methods and goals. 
We look forward to 
hearing more about their 
research and how it will 
help the industry. 

A Student’s Perspective on the 2014 Sports Turf Managers 
Association Conference and Exhibition Continued from page 4

High Quality
Bluegrass & Tall Fescue

Sand Sod grown on Hammonton sandy, loam-type soil designed for 
today’s specialized modern athletic fields

Visit us on our web site: www.ttfarms.com
Our completely irrigated 700-acre farm allows production and deliveries to parts of  

Pennsylvania, Delaware, New York and all of New Jersey.
Labor Saving Big Rolls, please call for custom installation prices:

800-222-0591
609-561-7184
Fax 609-561-0296
401 Myrtle Ave. • P.O. Box 148
Hammonton, NJ 08037

Continued on page 16
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2014 Calendar of Events
NJ Park & Recreation 
Association Conference
March 2-5, 2014
Trump Taj Mahal
Atlantic City, NJ
732.568.1270
www.njrpa.org 

SFMANJ Spring Field Day
April 22, 2014

South Delsea Park
Glassboro, NJ

www.sfmanj.org
856.514.3179

Rutgers Turfgrass Research Golf Classic
May 5, 2014
Fiddler’s Elbow Country Club
Bedminster, NJ
973.812.6467
www.njturfgrass.org 

Rutgers Turfgrass Research Field Days
July 29-30, 2014 

973.812.6467
www.njturfgrass.org 

 
New Jersey Green Expo
December 9-11, 2014
Trump Taj Mahal
Atlantic City, NJ
973.812.6467
www.njturfgrass.org

800-347-4272
www.JohnDeereLandscapes.com

We know you work hard.
Let us work harder.

Lean on us for some of your business demands - we know we can work harder for you. This is 
why we’ve implemented the Partners Program and Business Solutions, and the  
Px3 Maintenance Package.

Px3 helps you with the planning process by providing customized bids for each project. We 
can accurately estimate the square footage of any property.

Customers who join our Partners Program earn points on every John Deere Landscapes 
purchase and redeem those points at an online store, for various industry events, or for cash 
on account. Program members are also eligible for our Business Solutions, which can help 
reduce your day-to-day business expenses.

Please contact your local branch to learn more about these opportunities. We are eager to 
help you with as many of your business challenges as possible!

Go to page 18 for Spring Field Day Registration Form
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Presentation at the 
COTs Meeting by Debbie 
Savard: “Fundraising 
Through Field Days and 
Newsletters”

Don Savard’s Wednesday 
presentation:” Establishing Pest 
Thresholds on School Grounds”

After the COTs meeeting on Tuesday night. L-R: 
Brad Park, Debbie Savard, Don Savard, Rich 
Watson and Matt Olivi. Not Pictured: Scott Bills, 
Sean Connell and Mike Viersma

Welcome Reception on Wednesday night. L-R: Rich 
Watson, Ray McCauley of the New York Mets, Scott 
Bills and Matt Olivi

Brad Park had two presentations.
Thusday: “Cool-Season Turfgrass 
for Sports Fields” and Friday: 
“Preventative, IPM and Organic 
Management Systems for School and 
Municipalities”

Rich Watson. Proud recipient of 
the STMA Dick Ericson Founders 
Award, given out at the Annual 
Awards Banquet. This award is 
given annually to someone who 
plans and executes the sports turf 
management of their facility, 
who effectively leads their team 
to accomplish their goals in field 
maintenance, and who positively 
impacts the sports turf industry. 
CONGRATULATIONS RICH!!!!!!

We are all proud of Rich! L-R: Matt Olivi, 
Rich Watson, Debbie Savard, Scott Bills, Don 
Savard and Vickie Wallace, University of 
Connecticut

STMA Annual Meeting and Luncheon:  
L-R: Sean Connell, Andy McNitt, PhD, Penn 
State University and Brad Park

Debbie and Don Savard at 
Annual Awards Banquet

Presentation on Wednesday by 
Rich Watson: “Safe Playing Fields: 
IPM, Legislation and the Sports 
Turf Manager” and Thursday: 
“Infield Maintenance at Overbrook 
High School: Working with What 
We Have”

SFMANJ’s representation at this year’s STMA 
Annual Convention in San Antonio, Texas. L-R: 
SFMANJ Board Members; Sean Connell, Brad 
Park, Matt Olivi, Executive Secretary; Debbie 
Savard, Board Members; Mike Viersma, Rich 
Watson, Scott Bills and Don Savard.

25th Conference & Exhibition
January 21 - 25, 2014
San Antonio, Texas

STMA Annual Meeting and Luncheon:  
L-R: Matt Olivi, Scott Bills, Mike Viersma, 
Rich Watson and Don Savard

By Debbie Savard
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OUR REPUTATION… 

The Viersma Companies are family owned and operated and 
we stand behind our reputation for quality workmanship with 
every job we do.  We have been in business for over 45 years 
and believe that service and reliability are key to our success.  
We are more than willing to accommodate to meet your 
needs! 

OUR SERVICES…  
 Aerification  
 Overseeding 
 Topdressing 
 Laser Grading 
 Waterwick ® Turf 

Drainage System 
 Drainage Installation  
 & Repair 
 Infield Renovations  
 & Construction 
 Field Renovations  
 & Construction 

VISIT:  www.viersma.com 

CALL:  (908) 852-0552 

Family owned and operated  
since 1965 

Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey (SFMANJ) received 
five applications for 2013 Field of the Year. The entrants included 
the Middlesex County Park Commission, the Somerset County 
Park Commission, Cumberland County College, the Borough of 
Glassboro and the Northern Burlington County School District.

The SFMANJ Board of Directors decided on a different evaluation 
process for 2013. As of the September 2013 board meeting there 
were no applicants for field of the year. The Board decided to send 
out a survey to member sports turf managers, in an effort to entice 
interest. The result was 5 full applications and one survey returned 
from Morris Township. The Board also decided to have different 
Board members meet with the applicants to physically inspect the 
field that was entered and interview the sports turf manager.

The following entrants were recognized at the 2013 NJ Green Expo 
and awarded ‘Runner Up’ plaques. 

At Cumberland County 
College, G. Michael Collins 
submitted a field of the year 
application for the softball 
field. Board members Don 
Savard and Sean Connell 
met with Michael on 
campus. Both Don and 

Sean were pleasantly surprised by the quality of the field and 
ingenuity of the turf program. Michael informed Don and Sean 
they were recycling the fryer oil from the cafeteria for use in 
the turf equipment. In addition, Michael had initiated an organic 
turf program. Despite only being at the college for one year, 
Michael has used his experience in lawn care and landscape 
management to make numerous improvements to the athletic 
fields and campus grounds.

In Columbus, NJ, Bernard Luongo, Grounds Supervisor of the 
Northern Burlington County School District submitted an 
application for the varsity soccer field. Despite having to manage 
27 fields with a four man crew, Bernard continues to improve his 
fields. This spring, Bernard initiated a program to laser grade and 
reconstructed the pitcher’s mound and batter’s boxes on the 
varsity and JV baseball fields. In addition, the infield mix on the 
varsity baseball field was amended to provide a firmer surface 
that will not migrate into the grass edges. Bernard continues to 
follow the turf program designed for the school by Brad Park 
of Rutgers University, which includes cultural practices such as 
aeration and overseeding, plus scheduled application of nutrients 
required by the soil testing. Bernard strongly feels maintaining 
a regular mowing schedule which includes returning clippings 
to the soil and keeping mower blades sharp, have improved 
the health of the turf. Last season Bernard began using turf 
blankets on the stadium football field and wear areas on other 

By Scott Bills, CSFM

SFMANJ Names its
2013 Field of the Year


