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The tools for all your  
grounds maintenance needs.

Toro is committed to creating the most durable and reliable equipment 

to help turf professionals work more efficiently. With a wide range of 

innovative, high-quality products to choose from, Toro has the right 

turf equipment and irrigation solution for your job. 

Storr Tractor Company 
Branchburg, NJ   908-722-9830

Providing quality turf equipment since 1914.
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Currently we have 149 new & renewed members. Sports Field 
Managers Association of New Jersey mailed invoices for 2013 
membership dues to all current members. If you did not receive 
an invoice, please contact us at 856.514.3179 or download the 
membership form available at www.sfmanj.org.  Mail membership 
dues direct to SFMANJ, PO Box 205, Pennsville, NJ 08070.   

2013 SFMANJ
BoArd oF directiorS

OFFICERS
President ................................................... Matt Olivi, Piscataway BOE
Vice President ....................... Fred Castenschiold, Storr Tractor Co.
Secretary ........................Scott Bills, CSFM, Sports Field Consultant
Treasurer ........................ Sean Connell, Georgia Golf Construction

DIRECTORS
Ray Cipperly ......Middlesex County Vocational and  Technical Schools
Brad Park .................................................................Rutgers University
Matt Pinkerton ............................................................ Byram Township
Don Savard, CSFM, CGM ......................................Salesianum School
Kevin Shipman ..................................Kingsway Regional High School
Craig Tolley ................................................ County College of Morris
Mike Viersma ................................................ The Viersma Companies
Rich Watson ................................................. Pine Hills Public Schools

Advisor .................................. .Dr. James Murphy, Rutgers University
Executive Secretary .......................................................Debbie Savard

MISSION STATEMENT
Committed to enhancing the professionalism of athletic field 
managers by improving the safety, playability and appearance of 
athletic fields at all levels through seminars, field days, publications 
and networking with those in the sports turf industry.

Contact us at:
PO Box 205 • Pennsville, NJ 08070

Web site: www.sfmanj.org
Email: mail@sfmanj.org • Phone/Fax: 856-514-3179

National Organization
Sports Turf Managers Association

www.stma.org
Email: stmainfo@stma.org • Phone: 800-323-3875

New and Renewed
SFMANJ Members
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Daniel Andrus  Blair Academy
Carmelo Anguilla  Pine Hill Public Schools
Anthony Barone  Down to Earth Landscaping, Inc.
Wayne T Barrett  West Milford Board of Education
James Bedman Jr.  Edison BOE
Vincent Benenati  Tenafly Board of Ed
Chuck Bergamo  John Deere Landscapes/Lesco
Mark Berry  Turf Equipment and Supply Co
James W Betts  Tuckahoe Turf Farms, Inc.
Bob Beutel  Borough of Tenafly
Ed Biernacki  South River Board of Ed
Bernard F Bigley, III  Manasquan Board of Ed
Louis Bosco  Turf Equipment and Supply Co
Jason Bowers  Hopewell Valley Reg. School Dist.
Steve Bradley Storr Tractor Co
Kevin S Brown  Seeton Hall University
Paul Bruni  Delaware Valley Spray Service, Inc.
Joe Canzano  Rutgers University
Lou Carty Jr.  Jersey Turf Inc.
Pete Caruso  Levitt's LLC
Fred Castenschiold  Storr Tractor Company
James Chimento  JC Landscape Construction Mgmt
Bruce Clarke Ph.D.  Rutgers University
Mike Clifford  Wilfred Macdonald
Sean Connell  Georgia Golf Construction, Inc.
John Coombs  Coombs Sod Farms LLC
Norman Cromwell Jr.  Robbinsville Township
Leonard M Debuck  Debuck's Sod Farm of NY, Inc.
Shannon Dech  Hopewell Valley Reg. School Dist.
Nicholas W. Delmar  Rutgers University
William Dent  Rancocas Valley Reg. H.S.
Dennis Desanctis Sr.  Double 'D' Turf, LLC
Bob Disko  Somerset County Park Commission
Jason Dittner  Somerset County Park Commission
Jeffrey Dorer  Morris Hills Regional District
Barry Draycott  Tech Terra Environmental
Theresa A Dunwiddie  NJ Recreation and Park Association
Frank Ennis  Caldwell-West Caldwell BOE
Robert Erickson  City of Bordentown
Lance Ernst  Turf Equipment & Supply Co, Inc.
David Ertle  Ocean County Utilities Authority
Edwin Esquilin  Princeton Recreation Dept
Thomas J Fik PE, CME  Carroll Engineering Co.
Bill Foelsch  Morris Township
Peter Galosi  Cinnaminson Board of Ed
John Gardner  Tuckerton Turf Farm, Inc.
Scott Geier  Borough of Hawthorne
Brian Gjelsvik  Seeton Turf

Continued on page 5
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Several Sports Field Manager Association 
of New Jersey (SFMANJ) Board Members 
recently attended the National Sports Turf 
Managers Association (STMA) Conference 

in Daytona Beach, Florida.  Our New Jersey Chapter was once again 
well represented by both members and directors.  Our Chapter 
Executive Secretary, Debbie Savard, was given an opportunity to 
share her perspectives on chapter building and outlined her role as 
an integral part of SFMANJ operations during the Chapter Officers 
Training Session. Debbie paved the way for the New Jersey Chapter 
to assume a leadership role in chapter building as we move forward. 
This year, SFMANJ was recognized on a national stage for its efforts 

as we have maintained a cohesive membership, increased financial 
health, efficiently directed educational outreach and incorporated 
new technology to better serve our membership.  I strongly believe 
that this is due to an increasing number of members and directors 
who are stepping-up and becoming more involved in chapter 
activities and operations. The Board of Directors has been receiving 
a great deal of feedback from the membership. This exchange of ideas 
has been instrumental in steering SFMANJ in the right direction. On 
behalf of the SFMANJ Board of Directors, I sincerely thank you for 
your contributions to our chapters’ success.

We’re clearly off to a great start this year and we want to keep 
that momentum going.  SFMANJ will continue its annual tradition 
of sponsoring a Spring Field Day and Trade Show.  This year’s Spring 
Event will be held on Tuesday, April 2 and will be hosted by the 
Facilities Management Staff at the Northern Burlington County 
Regional School District.  The Board of Directors jumped at the 
opportunity to showcase this well-maintained public school facility 
and give members and other interested attendees a chance to visit 
high quality playing surfaces. Sports Field Manager Bernard Luongo 
has made many efforts to improve the safety, playability and overall 
quality of the Sports Fields at this Facility by working closely with 
School Administrators and Management Staff.  SFMANJ is happy to 
assist Bernard and Staff in coordinating several renovation projects 
that will further enhance the playing characteristics of these 
fields.  The educational program will highlight effective methods 
of amending skin soil surface profiles, laser grading infield skins, 
topdressing and interpreting soil test results.  

A Message from The President

The program will then place emphasis on maintaining field 
improvements over long-term periods by demonstrating strategies 
used by professional groundskeepers.  This will show attendees how 
to get the most for their money after investing in field renovation 
projects.  School Groundskeepers are among those that continue to 
face the challenges of pest control at their facilities.  The program will 
include an informative talk about some of the effective low-impact 
products that are available to field managers and grounds personnel 
to combat pests while still maintaining compliance with New Jersey 
School IPM laws. The key component of pest management on school 
grounds and all facilities alike is to maintain proper cultural practices 
for healthy turf.  Academics from Rutgers and the County College 
of Morris will explain the theory behind such practices in their 
presentations. Speaking of challenges, one of the most difficult tasks 
a field manager may face is laying-out and marking women’s lacrosse 
fields. You asked for it and now you have it.  By popular demand, 
you will be able to learn some effective strategies for simplifying the 
mark-out process from a Certified Sports Field Manager.  Be sure 
to join us for the Spring Field Day Event this year.  It always proves 
to be a great event and all in attendance will be able to take some 
valuable new knowledge home with them at the end of the day. I look 
forward to seeing you there and catching-up with you.  If you have 
any questions or concerns please contact us. We’re here to help. 

Matt Olivi is Sports Turf Manager, Piscataway Board of Education, Piscataway, NJ; 
and SFMANJ President
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New and RenewedSFMANJ Members
Continued from page 3

Save the date!
SFMANJ Spring Field day

tuesday, April 2
Northern Burlington County 

regional high School
Columbus, NJ 08022

Free AdMiSSioN!!
(Pre-registration required)

Free Breakfast and lunch
trade Show / demos / Pesticide Credits

Call 856-514-3179 For More info

Fred Goble   Washington Township
Dennis Granahan  Dryject, Inc.
Ken Griepentrog  National Seed
Bill Griffith  Piscataway BOE 
Erik Hammerdahl  Morris-Union Jointure Commission
George Herberger  Ben Shaffer & Associates, Inc.
Alfred Hird   Collingswood Public Schools
Kevin Hoban  Storr Tractor Co
Blake Hoerr New York Jets
Fred Hoge  CoverSports USA
Gene Huelster  Grass Roots Turf Products, Inc.
Chris A Hustus  Lenape Board of Ed
Rich Kalish CTP  Farmside Landscape & Design, Inc.
Tom Karszen  TDK Landscapes
Fred Kendall  City of Salem Board of Education
Gerard Kerr   Kearny DPW, Shade Tree Div
Scott Klein  Rancocas Valley Reg. H.S.
David Kuczynski  Somerset County Park Commission
Dennis Kunkel  Piscataway BOE 
Frank Lasasso  Hammonton Board of Ed
Tony Leonard  Philadelphia Eagles
Tony Lepore CEFM  Kenilworth BOE
John Lewless  Hopewell Valley Reg. School Dist.
Adam Lieb  Borough of Florham Park
Glenn Liebehenz  No. Burlington County Reg. School Dist
Mike Linkewich  Seeton Turf
Bernard Luongo  Northern Burlington County Reg. School Dist
Gerry Macfarlan  Princeton Recreation Dept
Steve Magyari  Princeton Recreation Dept
Kevin Malone CSFM  The Landtek Group Inc.
Robert Manning  Piscataway Twp Board of Ed
Loren Martin  Terra Gro, Inc.
Bill Mast  Aer-Core, Inc.
Ron Matakitis Delbarton School
Greg McCarty  Moorestown Board of Education
Raymond McDowell  Princeton Recreation Dept
John McKnight  US Athletic Fields, Inc.
Kevin Meredith CSFM  Sports Turf Specialists Inc.
Jeffrey Miles  Fairliegh Dickenson University
Mike Minard  Turf Equipment & Supply
Tim Moore  The Lawrenceville School
Evan Moorhead  Princeton Recreation Dept
Eric Muentener  Hopewell Valley Reg School Dist
James A Murphy Ph.D.  Rutgers University
Dennis Myers  Ranney School
Art Neff  Village of Croton-On-Hudson
Dick Neufeld  Plant Food Company
Mike Nicotra  The Turf Trade
Kurt Nilsson  Turf & Dirt
Kenneth O’Brien   Mendham Borough - DPW
Carl Olivi  Piscataway Twp Board of Ed
Zach Owen  Fisher & Son Co., Inc.
Mark Ozoroski   City of Summit
Brian Pardoe  Turf Equipment & Supply
Bradley S Park  Rutgers University
Bradford Pastrick  North Brunswick Township
Tony Pavelec Jr  Jersey Soil Blending, LLC
Jeffery Peck  Piscataway BOE 
Eugene Peer  Montville Township, Retired

Tanael Pena  Morris Hills Regional District
Phillip Pensinger  St Andrews School
A. Charles Perkins III  South Jersey Turf Consultants
Wes Perrine  Greenpro Materials
Ted Platz  Plant Food Company
Marie Pompei   F.M. Brown’s Sons, Inc.
Daniel Purner  Somerset Patriots
Ryan Radcliffe  Lakewood Blueclaws
Charles Ramos  Ranney School
Gerard Redmond  Metuchen School District
Gina Reynolds-Palmerin   Borough of Oradell
Justin B Sadowski
James Saner   Ocean Township Board of Ed
Don Savard, CSFM, CGM Salesianum School
Michael Schmalzer  Oak Knoll
Joseph P Scullion  Princeton Recreation Dept
Lance Seeton  Culti Pro Sports Turf Services
Michael Shanko  Peddie School
Brad Simpkins  Plant Food Company
Pete Smeretsky  T.E.S., Inc.- Transport Equipment Sales
Dave Spence  Piscataway BOE 
Blair Spencer  Burlington Twp Rec.
Charles Steel  Lindenwold Board of Education
Ben Stentz  Princeton Recreation Dept
Brian Stephenson  Newark Academy
Ken Sutton Appoquinimink School District
Steven Ternosky  Morris Hills Regional District
Steve Thompson  Aer-Core. Inc.
Craig A. Tolley  County College of Morris
Larry Toth  Rider University
Jay Trstensky Delaware Township
Walter Tucker  Retired
Tom Tuttle  Davisson Golf, Inc.
Peter Van Drumpt  Dryject, Inc.
Kyle Van Haasteren Delaware Valley College
Barry Vansant  National Seed
Michael Viersma  The Viersma Companies
Jack Warner  Township of Freehold
Rich Watson  Pine Hill Public Schools
Jeff  Weld  Bayer
Bernie White  Wilfred Macdonald
Ryan Woodley Trenton Thunder
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By Don Savard, CSFM, CGM

Easy Layout of a Women’s Lacrosse
Goal Crease

marks with a string line across the field 
parallel with the end line. Paint a solid 
line. Repeat this procedure on the 
other end of the field.

Now, create the crease areas. Starting at one end of the field, run a 5. 
string line to connect the goal line flags. It shall be parallel to both 
the end line and the restraining line. It will intersect the string 
line running the length of the field (connecting the midpoints 
of both end lines). The center of the goal line at the point 
where the 2 strings intersect. Make a mark on the center point. 
 

The center point of the goal line is the center point for the goal circle, 
the 8 meter arc and the 12 meter fan. The goal circle, 8 meter arc 
and the 12 meter fan will be concentric to each other.

Mark out the goal circle using a 2.6 meter radius starting 6. 
from the center point. With the center of the field at your 
back, consider the circle to be like a compass,  (see illustration 
above) where North is at the top, South is closest to you, West 
is on your left and East is on your right. If the circle is correct, 
paint it.

Mark out the 12 meter fan using a 14.6 meter radius starting 7. 
from the center point and moving from West to South 
to East (The fan is 12 meters from the circumference of 
the goal circle and the goal circle radius is 2.6 meters from 
the center point). Paint the semicircle fan and the straight 
lines either side of the goal circle leaving the goal circle 
empty except for a line which will be painted within the 
goal cage between the upright poles of the goal structure. 
 
The 8 meter arc causes confusion for many people. The arc itself is 
concentric to the goal circle and the 12 meter fan, but there are 2 sector 
lines that emanate at 45 ° angles from a point at the top of the goal 
circle which we consider as north. 
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Illustrations by Debbie Savard
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The Women’s Lacrosse field configuration is probably the most 
challenging field marking layout. It involves straight lines, circles, 
arcs and 90°and 45° angles. The official NCAA rulebook directions 
can be confusing, especially when the units of measurement for the 
field and the crease use feet and inches, yards and meters- all on 
the same field layout! The drawings provided in the rulebook are 
appear cluttered and are hard to understand. Here is a simplified 
approach.

Before you begin, obtain a metric tape measure that shows 
centimeters. This means that you will be laying out this field in 
metric. It might seem strange at first, but remember that these are 
just units of measurement. Metric is perfectly acceptable and you 
will not have do any math conversions.

First, establish the rectangle field with string lines. Women’s 1. 
Lacrosse, like a soccer pitch does not have one official length 
and width dimension.  The rectangle will be between 101-128 
meters long on the side lines and 55-64 meters wide on the 
end lines. After you have made sure the rectangle has squared 
corners, paint the rectangle with a solid line.

Make the center circle. Locate the point at the center of 2. 
the field where the center circle will be made.  Do this by 
intersecting 2 string lines perpendicular to each other 
from the middle of both end lines and both sidelines. From the 
point where the 2 perpendicular string lines intersect, make a 9 
meter radius and paint the center circle. On the string parallel 
to the end lines paint a solid 3 meter line centered in the circle. 
Leave the string line that 
runs the length of the 
field because you will 
use it in step 5. Roll up 
the string that connects 
the 2 sidelines because 
you will use it in step 4.

The goal lines are parallel 3. 
to and 9 meters from the 
end lines. Mark the goal 
line with flags on both 
sidelines and repeat this 
procedure on the other 
end of the field. Do not 
paint the goal lines yet.

Now, make the restraining 4. 
line. From each flag, 
measure and mark 27 
meters down the sideline 
towards the center of 
the field. Connect the 
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High Quality
Bluegrass & Tall Fescue

Sand Sod grown on Hammonton sandy, loam-type soil designed for 
today’s specialized modern athletic fields

Visit us on our web site: www.ttfarms.com
Our completely irrigated 700-acre farm allows production and deliveries to parts of  

Pennsylvania, Delaware, New York and all of New Jersey.
Labor Saving Big Rolls, please call for custom installation prices:

800-222-0591
609-561-7184
Fax 609-561-0296
401 Myrtle Ave. • P.O. Box 148
Hammonton, NJ 08037

Go to www.sfmanj.org to download SFMANJ registration information



2013 
cAleNdAr oF eveNtS

NJ School Buildings & Grounds Conference/Expo
March 26-27, 2013

Trump Taj Mahal
Atlantic City, NJ
www.njsbga.org

SFMANJ Spring Field Day
April 2, 2013

Northern Burlington County Regional High School
Columbus, NJ

www.sfmanj.org
856.514.3179

Rutgers Turfgrass Research Golf Classic
May 6, 2013

Fiddler’s Elbow Country Club
Bedminster, NJ
973.812.6467

www.njturfgrass.org 

Rutgers Turfgrass Research Field Days
July 30-31, 2013 

973.812.6467
www.njturfgrass.org 

 
New Jersey Green Expo
December 10-12, 2013

Trump Taj Mahal
Atlantic City, NJ
973.812.6467

www.njturfgrass.org

8  Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey

Be sure to return your
registration renewal

by april 1, 2013
to continue receiving your copy of Update and 

other sFManJ information
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The Rutgers Turf Club would like to thank Rutgers University, 
Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey (SFMANJ), and 
Sports Turf Managers Association (STMA) for making our visit to 
Dayton Beach, Florida to attend the 2013 STMA Conference and 
Exhibition possible.  Without these organizations we would have 
not had the opportunity to experience the National Conference 
and Student Challenge that we enjoy taking part-in to represent the 
wonderful program here at Rutgers University as well as the State 
of New Jersey in which we call home.

The Rutgers Turf Club sent two teams of four students 
to compete in the Student Challenge. We also attended 
the education sessions and industry trade show. The 
conference was a great way for students interested in 
pursuing careers in sports turf to network and interact 
with many in the industry.  Five students were first-time 
upperclassmen attendees and will be able to compete 
and attend again in the future.  We believe that the STMA 
Conference allows for wonderful student activities and 
networking potential as well as an additional tool for 
those who have a chance to attend the Golf Course 
Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA) 
conference later in the semester in which a blend of the 
experiences learned from sports turf and golf maintenance 
can be applied to further research for the industry.

Our first day was not limited to travel. We were able 
to arrive in Daytona Beach and have time to sign-in and 
attend the Student Networking Session along with the 
Welcome Reception which had a great keynote speaker this year. 

Over the next few days we attended many talks that were specifically 
designed for students. One session entailed two professional sports 
field managers and an international university professor. Darian 
Daily from the Cincinnati Bengals was one of the many sports field 
managers from the pro level to parks and recreation level that 
attended the conference and gave a wonderful talk. Darian gave a 
presentation titled, “The ‘Real’ Story of Being an NFL Sports Field 
Manager.” During his presentation he spoke of his journey that 
we all will soon make and how he ended-up with the Cincinnati 
Bengals. He also detailed many of the daily activities a sports field 
manager performs. His presentation described how one must 
continue to learn and speak to people to be well informed beyond 
graduating. Other professional sports field manager, Luke Yoder and 
John Turnour, gave presentations titled, “What it Takes to be an MLB 
Field Groundskeeper.” Throughout his speech he described his daily 
activities.  It was very good to see how three professional managers 
in different sports share similar ideas and tactics to ensure high 
performance fields. Dr. Jason Kruse also gave us a wonderful speech 
about how students should take their first steps into the sports 
field industry. He simplified the steps of working in the industry 
and the steps it takes to work your way up the competitive ladder 
in providing high quality athletic fields which in turn lead to high 
quality performance.

A Student’s Perspective on the  
2013 Sports Turf Managers Association

Conference and ExhibitionBy Erik Taylor

One of our favorite sessions of the trip was the talk on the New 
Trends and Technology in Sports Turf “. This talk allowed many to 
hear about the technological innovations of the new modern era 
in the sports field industry. We got to here from companies like 
Bulldog Field Equipment, Xtreme Turf Makeover, Wiedenmann 
North America, Performance Nutrition, PICKSEED, and Campey 
Turf Care Systems. Many of these companies are growing, which is a 
sign of our ever-evolving industry and the many contributions that 
can be made to it.

The trade shows allowed for students to see companies and meet 
people from those companies that fuel the sports turf industry.  
These are the people that help make our profession a reality.  
Talking to these companies and seeing new products is one of the 
most exciting aspects every year.  

A primary reason for us going to Daytona Beach was to compete 
for our school in the Student Challenge. We competed against 
over 30 teams and placed 6th which consisted of (Kyle Genova, 
Nick Delmar, Kenneth Macnish, and Erik Taylor). Our other team 
of (Greg Benz, Henry Qu, Tyler Astor, and Jason Sun) also did well 
placing 13th out of over 30 teams. Scores were very close and we 
were pleased with our performance. The Student Challenge exam 
is made-up of multiple choice, short answer and identification that 
include turfgrass, weeds, insects, diseases, soils and equipment parts. 
The Turf Club is eager to get back to STMA in 2014 and compete 
again for Rutgers.  

Once again we would like to thank Rutgers University, SFMANJ, 
STMA, and Rutgers Turf Club for enabling us to attend.  It is always 
an honor to be able to represent our university, turf program, and 
all the people we are lucky enough to work beside and learn from.  
Thank you!

Erik Taylor is Undergraduate Student, Rutgers University; and 2013 STMA 
Student Challenge Team Member representing Rutgers University 



10  Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey

OUR REPUTATION… 

The Viersma Companies are family owned and operated and 
we stand behind our reputation for quality workmanship with 
every job we do.  We have been in business for over 45 years 
and believe that service and reliability are key to our success.  
We are more than willing to accommodate to meet your 
needs! 

OUR SERVICES…  
 Aerification  
 Overseeding 
 Topdressing 
 Laser Grading 
 Waterwick ® Turf 

Drainage System 
 Drainage Installation  
 & Repair 
 Infield Renovations  
 & Construction 
 Field Renovations  
 & Construction 

VISIT:  www.viersma.com 

CALL:  (908) 852-0552 

Family owned and operated  
since 1965 

Photo Recap:
STMA Annual Conference

SFMANJ
National Recognition

Trade Show

COTS Meeting


