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CHAFE PLAYILE [FIEL1)E5": what does it really mean?

Part 1

slow release product. Fall should be reserved for higher amounts of nitrogen to ensure
your fields will survive the demands of the season and falling soil temperatures. This
is a very important point that is often overlooked. Fall fertility serves two purposes.
First, nitrogen (again, ammonium sulfate is my choice) availability is crucial to establish
new seed and also for recovery from fall sports damage. Secondly, it allows turf growth
to extend into the end of the fall sports season. Too often fall fields are allowed to
stop growing when temps drop but field use continues. Starting early in the spring and
continuing all the way through the fall season will give you maximum results for your
fertilizer dollar and provide a dense, consistent turf cover for the entire year.

Continued from page 5

Dr. Dave Minner from lowa State University and | talk often about how difficult it is to
overcome the amount of seedheads produced by crabgrass. Having large amounts of
seed introduced into the soil and then worked in by the athletes seems like a tough thing
to deal with. Crabgrass technology can be used by the sports field manager in the same
manner. From August through November we live by the motto “If you see brown, throw
it down”.This means introducing perennial ryegrass seed any time you see bare soil. The
broadcasting of seed during the fall sports season is the key to keeping turf coverage all
year long.A common perception is that you are wasting money if you seed during field
activity. | disagree. Due to unpredictable weather in the spring and hot/humid conditions
in the summer, fall is the season of choice for overseeding. Unfortunately, this is when
athletic fields absorb the most abuse and wear. | take a nothing ventured, nothing gained
approach. If you don’t seed during the fall,you will end up with a good deal of bare soil at
the end of the season. | believe that it is easier to grow turf from seed during moderate
fall weather conditions than any other time of year. Perennial ryegrass is my choice for use
during this timeframe due to its wear tolerance even as seedlings. As the season winds
down, we start to introduce turf-type tall fescue into the fields.This is done later because

tall fescue doesn’t hold up to traffic upon
emergence as well as perennial ryegrass
does. Tall fescue however, has displayed
more disease resistance on our fields.
It is not a common mix, but it has been
working for us. My friend Scott Bills who
is a Certified Sports Field Manager also
points out that overseeding regularly
allows for the introduction of multiple
generations of seeds, including newer
varieties. The amount of seed planted in
the fall allows our fields to emerge from
winter with almost full turf cover. This
gives us a better chance of fighting off
pests and stress as we enter the height
of the growing season.

Rich Watson is Sports Field Manager, Pine Hill
Public Schools, Pine Hill, Nj and member of the
SFMAN] Board of Directors. Other members
of the Pine Hill Public Schools Sports Field and
Grounds Team include, Greg Bunting, Bill Loftus,
Tom Crosby, and Carmelo Anguilla.

VISIT: www.viersma.com
CALL: (908) 852-0552

el

OUR SERVICES...

= Agrification

* Overseeding

+ Topdressing

* Laser Grading

|+ Waterwick ® Turf
Drainage System

& Repair

s |nfield Renovations
& Construction

» Field Renovations
& Construction

OUR REPUTATION...

A\ 74\

We are more than willing to accommodate to meet your
COMPANIES|"eare

= Drainage Installation

The Viersma Companies are family owned and operated and

we stand behind our reputation for quality workmanship with
f ; every job we do. We have been in business for over 45 years
HE VI ER SM A | and believe that service and reliability are key to our success.

Family owned and operated
since 1965
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BEN SHAFFER State Contract

& ASSOCIATES Inc.

1-800-953-2021

sales@benshaffer.com

www.benshaffer.com

Benches

Experience the Ben Shaffer Difference
Serving NJ since 1921
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Rutgers Turfgrass Golf & Fine Turf Field Day
July 31,2012
Rutgers Hort. Farm 2
North Brunswick, NJ
Rutgers Lawn, Landscape, & Sports Turf Field Day
SFMANJ-sponsored equipment demonstrations
August 1, 2012
Rutgers Adelphia Research Farm
Freehold, NJ
973.812.6467
www.njturfgrass.org

SFMANJ Fall Field Day
November 8, 2012
East Brunswick Technical High School
112 Rues Lane,
East Brunswick, NJ 08816
www.sfmanj.org

NJ State League of Municipalities
November 13-15, 2012
Atlantic City Convention Center
Atlantic City, NJ
609.695.3481
www.njslom.org

New Jersey Green Expo
December 4-6, 2012
Trump Taj Mahal
Atlantic City, NJ
973.812.6467
www.njturfgrass.org

STMA Annual Conference
January 15-19, 2013
Daytona Beach, FL
800.323.3875

~ www.stma.org

HAVE YOU CHECKED-OUT
OUR WEB SITE LATELY?

[/ Check our Events page for upcoming events and
pictures of past SFMANJ functions.

[ Check our Resources page for past issues of our
Newsletter Update, Minutes from past Board
Meetings, links to useful information and job
postings.

1 Check our Contact Us page for direct links to all of
the Board of Directors. Call us with any questions
or comments.

11 Check our Yendor page for interactive links to our
advertising vendors’ web sites and a complete list
of all our vendors. Call them first! They are happy
to answer any questions.

Visit our web site:

www.sfmanj.org

William Mast
Steve Thompson
Office: 610-327-3390
Fax: 610-327-0581

1486 S. Hanover St.
Pottstown, PA 18465
www.aer-core.com

office @ aer-core.com

Turfgrass Services
Equipment Sales
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Engineered Sands & Soils

Scott Bills, CSFM
Golf, Sports Field and Turf Consultant
Corporate
PO Box 265
Bound Brook, NJ 08805
C:908.268.8866 908.647.0159
F: 908.996.7818 www.greenpromaterials.com

Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey




The New Jersey Fertilizer Law: (-

Update on Certification, Enforcement, Penalties and Preemption A

Moeris.

The Professional Fertilizer Applicator Certification andTraining (ProFACT) program was developed
by the New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station at Rutgers University, in consultation with the
Department of Environmental Protection, in response to the New Jersey Act, PL. 2010, c. [ 12
(http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/201 0/Bills/PL10/1 12 _.PDF). This law addresses the application,
sale, and use of fertilizer for both professional and retail applications to turf.

The ProFACT program is an internet based certification program (http://profact.rutgers.edu) that
provides professional fertilizer applicators with training and education in five subject areas as
outlined by the law:i) proper use and calibration of fertilizer equipment;ii) correct interpretation
of fertilizer labeling; iii) best management practices for nutrient management in turf; iv) hazards
of excess nutrients to the State’s water bodies; and v) applicable laws, rules, and regulations.

Approximately 3,000 professionals have registered with the ProFACT program as of 22 May
2012 and more than 1,400 of those professionals have become certified and more than 700
have registered as trained fertilizer applicators.

A “professional fertilizer applicator” is any individual who applies fertilizer for
hire, including any employee of a government entity who applies fertilizer within the scope
of employment. No professional fertilizer applicator may apply fertilizer to turf without first
obtaining a fertilizer application certification, or training if applying fertilizer under the direct
supervision of a certified professional fertilizer applicator.

Certified Fertilizer Applicators (CFAs) are those professionals responsible for
decision-making regarding fertilizer application and use. Professionals must have received

Dr. Jim Murphy

training and pass an exam
to become certified,
which can currently
be done through
an online program

(http://profact.

rutgers.edu).  Training
for CFAs is more extensive

than for trained fertilizer
applicators.

Trained Fertilizer Applicators
(TFAs) are professionals that may apply
fertilizer under the direct supervision of a
CFA. Direct supervision means that the CFA
provides the TFA with written instructions
regarding the fertilize application and
maintains immediate voice communication
(radio or mobile phone). Trained fertilizer
applicators must be trained but do not need
to take an exam.

Continued on page 17

EVERGREEN" Turf Blankets...
..trusted around the worlid!

“Results Outstanding...,
Could Not Believe...”

wrote Dann Daly, Park Maintenance Supervisor,
Parks & Recr. Dept., North Smithfield, RI

¢ |[deal winter blanket

* 3,7 & 10 yr. warranty covers
* Best for quick turf repairs

¢ Available in any size

¢ Earlier spring green-up

¢ Faster seed germination

* Deeper root development
* Delays dormancy in fall

Want to know more?

CALL TOLL FREE
1-800-387-5808

GOVERMASTER

MASTERS IN THE ART OF SPORTS SURFACE COVERS

COVERMASTER INC., 100 WESTMORE DR. 11-D, REXDALE, ON, M9V 5C3 TEL 416-745-1811 FAX 416-742-6837

UPDATE Summer 2012
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Covers for foothall and Covered... Uncovered...
‘ soccer fields are also
™ readily available.

covermaster.com

B s ol
It works on the
greenhouse prlnmple
every time!

MEMBER
Sports
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E-MAIL: info@covermaster.com



Preserving the integrity of ball fields everywere.

At DuraEdge, we provide infield soil Contact Your Local Professional:
solutions to clients at every level Scott Bills, CSFM
of p]_o_'y — from Communi‘ty' pqus to Certified Sports Field Manager

professional stadiums. Cell: 908-910-5373
Email: shills@dura-edge.com

Office: 908-268-8866 | Fax: 908-996-7818 | PO Box 265 Bound Brook, NJ 08805 Www.dura-edge.com

Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey



The New Jersey Fertilizer Law:

Update on Certification, Enforcement, Penalties and Preemption

More details on the certification and training program are available
on the “instructions” page at http://ProFACT.rutgers.edu/Pages/

instructions.aspx.

The law requires Rutgers NJAES to publish a list of professional
fertilizer applicators on its internet website. The listings will be
enhanced for sorting in the future and currently provide names in
alphabetical (last name) order. Links to the lists are provided below.
Certified Fertilizer Applicators:
http://ProFACT rutgers.edu/Pages/Certified-A
Trained Fertilizer Applicators:
http://profact.rutgers.edu/Pages/Trained-A

licators.aspx

licators-List.aspx

For general inquiries about the certification and training program,
contact the ProFACT administration team at:

Email: profact@aesop.rutgers.edu
Mailing Address:

ProFACT

Department of Plant Biology and Pathology
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey
59 Dudley Road

New Brunswick, N] 08901-8520

Phone: 848-932-6373

Your grass will be greener and thicker, sooner with
- CoverSports FieldSaver® Winter Turf Blankets/Growth Covers.

“The results were incredible....”

Paul Heron, Grounds Supervisor,

e

Continued from page 15
Enforcement of the Law

As more people become aware of this new law, the issue of enforcement
is an increasingly common question.

This law may be enforced by any municipality, county, local soil
conservation district or local health agency. A local soil conservation
district may institute a civil action for injunctive relief in Superior Court
to enforce this law and to prohibit and prevent a violation of this law
and the court may proceed in the action in a summary manner.

Thus, enforcement will occur at the local government level using the
prohibitions, restrictions and penalties established by the law.You should
direct your inquiries or requests for enforcement to local officials in
municipal and county government or local soil conservation districts

(http://www.state.nj.us/agriculture/divisions/anr/nrc/conservdistricts.
html).

Violations and Penalties

Any professional fertilizer applicator who violates the New Jersey
Fertilizer Law is subject to a civil penalty of $500 for the first offense
and up to $1,000 for the second and each subsequent offense, to be
collected in a civil action by a summary proceeding under the “Penalty
Enforcement Law of 1999,”PL.1999,c.274 (C.2A:58-10 et seq.).

If the violation is of a continuing nature, each day during which it
continues shall constitute an additional, separate and
distinct offense.The Superior Court and the municipal
court shall have jurisdiction to enforce the provisions
of the “Penalty Enforcement Law of 1999”.

Preemption

The provisions of the law preempt any ordinance or
resolution of a municipality, county or local health
agency concerning the application of fertilizer to turf,
except that municipdlities are allowed to establish
penalties for persons other than a professional fertilizer
applicator or person who sells retail fertilizer (in other
works, homeowners that use fertilizers).Yes, there are
restrictions on homeowner use of fertilizers as well
that can result in penalties from a local government.

Unionville-Chadds Ford School District, PA

WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED ALL YEAR LONG!
Protect turf from harsh winter conditions!
Promote faster spring growth and green-up!

¥-4 o 8 Year Limited Warranty

¢ Heavy 100% woven polypro fabric
¢ Reinforced hems and grommets all edges

Stakes keep covers in place
in brass grommets at 5' intervals.

Special offers ONLY at www.CoverSports.com/SFMANJ
For price quotes, sizes and fabric specs,

visit www.CoverSports.com/SFMANJ
sales@coversports.com ¢ 800-445-6680

We make covers for all athletic surfaces:
Rain Covers, Sideline Tarps, Track Protectors

Philadelphia Since 1874

UPDATE Summer 2012

Any person, other than a professional fertilizer
applicator or person who sells fertilizer at retail, who
violates this act, or any rule or regulation adopted
pursuant thereto, may be subject to a penalty, as
established by municipal ordinance, to be collected
in a civil action by a summary proceeding under the
“Penalty Enforcement Law of 1999,” PL.1999, c.274
(C.2A:58-10 et seq.). The municipal court shall have
jurisdiction to enforce the provisions of the “Penalty
Enforcement Law of 1999”.

Dr. Jim Murphy is Extension Specialist in Turfgrass
Management, Rutgers University; and SFMAN] Advisor
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Field Renovation
with Sod is a
Natural Fit on this
Busy Sports Field

HIE
Continued from page 6

To some, the thought of using sod
may seem like an expensive luxury.
Compared to growing a sod quality
stand of turf from seed, the cost of
“purchased” sod is reasonable. For
one thing, how many of us work
at a facility which has available
space for an in-house sod nursery?
I would guess very few. Then, there
is the problem of time; sod farms can
produce a crop of marketable turf
in 12-18 months. During that “grow
in” time, no sports team is trying
to use the sod farm for a warm up,
practice or a game. Consider all of
the components- seed, irrigation,
fertilizer, pesticides (to optimize
plant health) as well as frequent
mowing, harvest and delivery. All of
these material, equipment and labor
inputs cost money; the sod farms
have a better economy of scale, and
a lower unit cost. If you want to
produce sod farm quality turfgrass,
you have to do what the sod farms
do. For most of us this is impractical.
But, if you decide that sod might
be a strong option, please be aware
that you must consider the aftercare.
Freshly installed sod requires water,
the sooner the better. I always have
a hose and a sprinkler ready to go
during and after the installation.

Renovating sports fields with sod
keeps our student athletes healthy
and promotes better playability on
the field. Did I mention that it also
looks great to our spectators and
guests?

Don Savard, CSFM, CGM is a Certified Sports
Field Manager (CSFM); Certified Grounds

Manager (CGM), Sports Turf Manager,
Salesianum School, Wilmington Delaware;
Past-President, SFMANJ;

and current member of the

SFMAN/ Board of Directors.

www.sfmanj.org

Thinking about attending the Rutgers Lawn, Landscape,
and Sports Turf Field Day at the Rutgers Adelphia
Turfgrass Research Farm?

If you would like to attend or you are a vendor and would like to display your products

Go to www.sfmanj.org - events tab

to download a registration form for either vendors or attendees.

See you there!!

Hayepou S@Eﬂﬁ IRV OUIFENTY
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Win a free trip to EXPO next December to receive your
award. Including FREE registration and an overnight
stay at the Trump Taj Majal!

Go to www.sfmanj.org - resources tab for entry instructions

Bluegrass & Tall Fescue

Sand Sod grown on Hammonton sandy, loam-type soil
designed for today’s specialized modern athletic fields

www.ttiarms.com

Our Completely Irrigated 700-acre farm allows
production and deliveries to parts of Pennsylvania,
Delaware, New York and all of New Jersey.

800-222-0591

609-561-7184
609-561-0296 Fax

401 Myrde Ave. ¢ PO. Box 148
Hammonton, NJ 08037

UCKAHOE
URF FARMS, .

“UInstant Lawns” _
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Speaker re-cap of SFMAN) Spring Field Day 2012

Ginty Park. Morris Township. N)
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