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2010. Stops included Baker Athletic Field Complex,

Columbia University, New York, NY and Red Bull Arena, Harrison, NJ.

by Brad Park, Rutgers University
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Dr. Henry W. Indyk

Graduate Fellowship
in
Turfgrass Science

As many of you know, the turfgrass industry lost a dear friend and colleague in September
2005. We will all miss Henry very much and would like to insure that his legacy lives on.
The Indyk family would like to establish a memorial fellowship to support graduate students
interested in applied turfgrass science. This fellowship is being created to help assure that
tomorrow’s graduate students have the financial resources to get an advanced degree in
turfgrass science at Rutgers University. To fund a full graduate assistantship each year in
Henry’s name, we will need to raise a total of $400,000. Your generous support at this time
will bring us closer to reaching this goal.

To make a tax-deductible contribution today, please send a check payable to the Rutgers
University Foundation, 7 College Avenue, New Brunswick, Nj 0890 1. Be sure to indicate “Indyk
Fellowship, Turfgrass” in the memo portion of your check. If you desire, you may provide a

donation in the form of a pledge payable over several years.

For information on other ways to support this fellowship, please contact

Dr. Bruce B. Clarke, Director — Rutgers Center for Turfgrass Science
(732) 932-9400, ext. 331; or clarke@aesop.rutgers.edu or

John Pearson, Director of Leadership Gifts at the Foundation, by calling
(732) 932-7899 or email: pearson@winants.rutgers.edu

Tur= Trade

Your #1 Turf Supplier

Fertilizers/Seed
Plant-Protectants

Soils/Sands
We Represent

The Turf Trade

517 Franklinville Road
Mullica Hill, NJ 08062

856-478-6704

Alan Phillips 609-226-9303
Kevin Grundlock 856-472-0097

www.theturftrade.com

Pesticide Applicator Licensing: A Ticket to-Professionalism

By Matt Olivi

football field in a stadium complex, our
thresholds will likely reflect a very low
tolerance for pests such as broadleaf
weeds. Routine assessments of broadleaf
weed cover (perhaps a percentage
or index rating) may clearly identify a
pest problem that can not be resolved
through proper cultural practices alone.
In this case, the applicator would have
to document turfgrass maintenance
practices and make a case for using a
non-low impact pesticide (i.e. 2,4-D) as
a last resort. As mentioned before, this
process leading up to an application can
be lengthy and is more tedious than
traditional methods. Despite this lengthy
assessment and record keeping process,
there are benefits to its complexity.
As a licensed Category |3 applicator,
| am forced to expand my knowledge
of proper cultural practices. A better

understanding of these practices makes
record keeping even easier.Such methods,
now documented, become justification
for occasional use of non-low-impact
pesticides.

Expanding knowledge of proper pesticide
use and techniques for alternative pest
control methods can be achieved through
recertification courses held throughout
the State. Applicators, as well as potential
applicators, have the options of attending
courses at  Universities, privately
operated  state-approved  pesticide
training centers or state-approved trade
association seminars. I've found that a
combination of the three options will
provide an applicator with the means to
maintain the necessary amount of credit
hours for each category over the five
year recertification period. By utilizing all

Continued from page 4

three of these resources, applicators will
find a great deal of flexibility in finding
course and seminar topics that will
best meet the needs of their individual
pesticide programs.

Possibly, the most important resources a
pesticide applicator has available are his
and her peers. Sometimes a conversation
with a fellow applicator over dinner or in
line at a trade show registration table can
be more valuable than a predetermined
course topic. It’s been my experience
that as an applicator’s knowledge grows
and his or her experience level increases,
so will their level of professionalism and
credibility in the industry.

Matt Olivi is Sports Turf Manager, Piscataway
Board of Education, Piscataway, NJ; and
member of the SFMAN]J Board of Directors.
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BEN SHAFFER State Contract

& ASSOCIATES Inc.

1-800-953-2021

sales@benshaffer.com
www.benshaffer.com
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Experience the Ben Shaffer Difference
Serving NJ since 1921
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TIME TO
RE-REGISTER
FOR 2011

Invoices will be sent soon.
Be sure to include an

email address
so we can let you know
about SFMANU special
activities between
newsletters.

=

Turf Blankets iOI‘ soccer and-other fields

For price quotes, sizes and fabric specs,
visit www.CoverSports.com/SFMANJ
We make covers for all athletic surfaces: Rain Covers, Sideline Tarps, Track Protectors

CoverSports FieldSaver®
Winter Turf Blankets/Growth Govers!

Protect turf from Winter
conditions! Promote faster
Spring growth and green-up!

“The results were incredible!...”

Paul Heron, Grounds Supervisor
Unionville-Chadds Ford School District, PA

FieldSaver® is a longer lasting blanket -8 Year Limited Warranty
* Heavy 100% woven polypro fabric
* Reinforced hems and grommets all edges

Football Field

In Philadelphia Since 1874
sales@coversports.com - 800-445-6680

SFMANJ Field of the Year Contest 2011

ELIGIBILITY:

+ Must be a current member of SFMANJ

+ Only school and parks/recreation fields are eligible
+ Must be a natural grass field/fields

AWARD WILL BE BASED ON:
Playability and appearance of the playing surfaces
Description of your maintenance program and what you did to
improve your field
Description of your yearly budget for this field
(Sports groups may be used in your photos)

Sommerset County Parks Commission, Torpey Field
SFMANJ's Field of the Year 2010

AWARDS:

The winner will be honored with a plaque at the New Jersey Turfgrass
and Landscape Conference & Expo in December 2011 and will be
featured in an article in SFMANJ's Update newsletter.

The winner will also receive a stay at the Trump Taj
Mahal, Atlantic City and free registration to education
courses and trade show at Expo 2011.

SUBMITTING YOUR ENTRY:

+ All entries are to be submitted by mail or e-mail and must be
received by September 30, 2011.
Entries are limited to 10 color photos. Please include the name,
location and owner of the facility, along with your name, position,
and contact number.

Mail Entries to:
SFMANJ 2011 F.0.Y. Contest
P.O. Box 205, Pennsville, NJ 08070

OR E-mail to: Call for more info:
mail@sfmanj.org 856-514-3179

website: sfmanj.org / e-mail: mail@sfmanj.org

Photos will not be returned and may be used on SFMANJ website and promotional settings

_J
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From the Editor’s Desk:

News and Notes from 2010 Coninae fom oge 5

& E :f'? | Article-s. Interested in cor?tributing to UPdate? Do you have a turfgrass or skin
i i [N AT g surface tip that you would like to share with Update readers? Have you observed
something unique going on at your facility in which you care to report? Can you
share information on working with coaches, parents, and others who have a stake
in the sports fields you manage? How are you dealing with reduced budgets? All
sports field topics are fair game and we would like to expand our list of regular
contributors.Articles can be sent to: park@aesop.rutgers.edu

Good luck in 201 {!
Brad

Brad Park is Sports Turf Research &
Education Coordinator,

Rutgers Univ.; SFMANJ Board member;
and Editor, SFMAN] Update.

Be sure we have an e-mail address for you so we
can let you know about everything we have in
store for our members in 2011!

We specialize in liquid fertilizers
and sell many other types of
fertilizers, biostimulants, lime
and protection products.
Everything in the green industry,
including trees and shrubs, turf
and flowers, grow stronger and
more beautiful with our products.
Contact us to learn more and
request your free catalog.

800.562.1291
609.443.8038 (fax)
pfc@plantfoodco.com
www.plantfoodco.com

-, Grow with us as paft o
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Judgment day

for a synthetic turf field?

What does a municipality or board of education do with a
synthetic infill field when it’s time to replace the surface?
Does the public body have a plan and/or the resources to
tear-out, dispose-of, and replace the carpet and infill? How
many officials will simply kick the ‘can’ down the road and
arrive at the decision to “get another year out of it” when
faced at the costs of replacement? Will they kick it again
going into 2012? How about 2013?

While visiting family over Thanksgiving, | read an article
in the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review published on November
25, 2010 regarding a suburban Pittsburgh school district
contemplating the replacement of their 8-yr-old all-
rubber infill synthetic field. The article titled, Study to find
whether new turf needed was authored by Heidi Dezayas
and can be digitally acquired at www.pittsburghlive.com/x/
pittsburghtrib/news/pittsburgh/s_71087 | .html

The article serves as an example of what | have observed to
be a common oversight related to synthetic turf fields. That
is:Many governing bodies don’t have a clue how they’re going
to come-up with the funds to replace their synthetic turf
fields, particularly in these times of fiscal belt tightening.

According to article, Gateway School District’s Athletic
Director indicated that the turf is falling apart in some places

SFMAN] Update Editor Brad Park holds a permanently inlaid line that came unglued on a poorly managed synthetic field

(Photo by Matt Olivi)

Brad Park

and maintenance crews are involved in gluing numbers
and lines back into the carpet. The Athletic Director was
reported to have received a letter from East Suburban
Sports Medicine saying that this year was the first year
where athletes received a lot of skin burns. He attributed it
to the synthetic field behaving like “a carpet in your house; it
wears and starts to flatter ... as it flattens, it becomes more
of a safety hazard”.

The article stated that the projected replacement costs
range from $300,000 to $350,000.

The response from the school board? The article quoted
on member as saying, “Besides the warranty being over ...
is there anything saying it’s not safe? ... Gluing and re-gluing
is normal’”.

A second Gateway school board member provided his own
insight as to the source of the field’s gluing and re-gluing
problems. He surmised that,“... the problem could be that
the field is used for too many things.”

Lastly, Gateway board member Scott Williams chimed-in on
the funding issues for replacing the synthetic turf field and
reminded all that when the existing field was installed 8
years ago there were discussions to allow advertising on the
scoreboardto help offset the future costs of field replacement.
The advertising never
happened.

The article reported
that the  school
board agreed to
tour the field and
an independent
contractor was
being sought after
to test the field and
determine if it is safe.
While the article
did not specify the
nature of testing, the
questions arising at
this school district
underscore the
argument in support
of independent field
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testing to assess field performance —
particularly surface hardness.

American Society for Testing and
Materials (ASTM) has developed the
Standard Specification for Shock-
Absorbing Properties of North
American Football Field Playing
Systems as Measured in the Field
(ASTM F 1936-98) and describes
methodology and field locations to be
tested with equipment conforming to
Test Method F 355, Procedure A.

Regardless of whether one agrees
or disagrees with the nature of

surface hardness testing, or the A lack of attention to synthetic fields may result in severe seam damage as in the case of this all-rubber
stringent nature of the performance infill synthetic field (Photo by Matt Olivi).

“«

requirement the average G__

of one or more of the tested points is in excess of 200
average G__, the surface system should be replaced in full
or in part”, the reality of surface hardness testing is that it
amounts to a quantification of field characteristics and
can be incorporated into the field replacement decision
making process.

Finally, the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review article reported that
Gateway athletic director made the judgment that the turf
could hold-up for another year, but officials should begin to
consider how to pay to replace it. He was quoted as saying,
“We have to have a plan ...”

Brad Park is Sports Turf Research & Education Coordinator, Rutgers Univ.;
SFMAN] Board member; and Editor, SFMANJ Update.

wrote Chip Baker, Asst. Baseball Coach,

Chip’s comments confirm what we hear
from the many gr%mdskeepers who use a
COVERMASTER™ raincover to keep their
fields dry and ready for play.

Call us and we’ll gladly tell you more.

The COVERMASTER® Advantage...
» Superior in strength and UV resistance
» Qutstanding heat reflective properties
* Light weight - easy to handle
» Widest materials for least number of seams
» Largest choice of weights and colors
» Backed by truly dependable warranties

TARP MACHINE VIDEO!
Call, fax or e-mail for a free video,
material samples and a brochure.

COVERMASTER

You're Always Ahead of the Game with a COVERMASTER® Raincovetr...

| e s SN

“Great Service..., The Best...” <m0

Florida State University, Talahassee, FL

Covers forfootball and soccer  TARP MACHINE™ lets you roll
fields are also readily available. the cover on and off in minutes. lengths with safety end ca

CALL TOLL FREE
1-800-387-5808

TARPMATE™ roller comes

MEMBEF
Sports/u

MANAGERE ASEO0Y

—

covermaster.com
E-MAIL: info@covermaster.com
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2011

CALENDAR OF
EVENTS

Organic Turfgrass Management
January 31, 2011
Three-Day Athletic Field
Construction & Maintenance
February 15-17, 2011
Understanding Synthetic Fields with
SFMANJ-sponsored Synthetic Turf
Trade Show
(Direct trade show inquiries to
SFMANJ at 856.514.3179)
February 22, 2011
Options for Organic Turf Management
& Reduced Pesticide Inputs
on Sports Fields
February 24, 2011
Baseball/Softball Infield Skin
Construction & Management
March 3, 2011

Rutgers University-Office of
Continuing Professional Education
New Brunswick, NJ
732.932.9271
WWw.cpe.rutgers.edu

NJLCA Annual Trade Show
& Conference
March 2, 2011
Meadowlands Exposition Center
Secaucus, NJ
201.703.3600
www.hjlca.org

NJRPA Annual Conference
NJ Rec. & Park Assoc.
March 6-11, 2011
Atlantic City, NJ
732.568.1270
WWW.hjrpa.org

Sports Field
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orass roots

\_v/\l since 1978,

Service + Technical Support « Quality Products

Lawn & Sports Turf:

973-252-5455
Fax; full product
073.252-2881  eOTL @

www.GrassRootsTurfOnline.com

Mat is a tightly intermingled layer, composed to living
and partially decomposed stem and root material and
soil from topdressing or other sources, that develops
between the zone of green vegetation and the soi

surface.

Bluegrass & Tall Fescue

Sand Sod grown on Hammonton sandy, loam-type soil
designed for today’s specialized modern athletic fields

www.ttiarms.com

Our Completely Irrigated 700-acre farm allows
production and deliveries to parts of Pennsylvania,
Delaware, New York and all of New Jersey.

609-561-7184
609-561-0296 Fax

401 Myrtle Ave. « PO. Box 148
Hammonton, NJ 08037
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Y “Instant Lawns”
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WRIGHT

BROTHERS
FIELD

Condition your bottom line.

Stretch your budget by taking advantage of the best

. prices of the year! Turface®Early Order Discounts are
in full swing. Now is the time to get a jump on 2011.
Take advantage of the best prices of the year.

MOONACHIE, NJ
THE #1 CONDITIONER ON AMERICA’S

PHOTOBY TIM MAGEE; MOST PLAYABLE FIELDS

TURFAGE

Sports Field ATHLETICS

H H of New Jerse
Managers Association . ' KEEPS AMERICA PLAYING

www.turface.com
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