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The Softball Field ot Monroe Tbwnship, NJ

Today Monroe Township encompasses 43 square miies. Res-
idents of Monroe Township enjoy the diverse landscape, which in-
cludes farmlands, beautiful parks, streams and dense woodlands.

X{aintaining the beautiful parks falls under the responsibility
of Tom Torpey, three full time employees, and three summer help

employees. Tom has many years experience caring for parks and
sports fields. Monroe Township has over 26 acres of sports fields
to maintain, plus other landscape and common areas. The ath-
letic fields include a baseball complex, softball complex, football
complex and soccer complex. Veterans Park, which includes two
tot lots and a spray park, is also maintained by Tom and his crew.

Tom credits parks foreman, Virgil Caputo and his dedicated
crew for the success of the sports fields. One field in particular re-
ceives many positive comments. The main field at the softball
complex is used for many special events and charity games. Tom
states, 'players love playing under the lights and the big league
feel.'

Tom is particularly proud of Virgil and his continued growth
as a professional sports field manager. Virgil started working for
Monroe Township at age 13 during the summer months. At that
time there were only two ball fields and maintenance was limited
to hand raking and an old tractor with a York rake. Today, 16
years later, Virgil has three ball field complexes totaling over 26
acres, plus other parks to maintain.

Tom and Virgil follow a turf management program, plus
scheduled maintenance and treatments to maintain the high
quality fields.

(continued on page 6)
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The 2008 SFMANJ Field of the Yeor uinner uas auarded at Exno
2008 in Atlantic City, NJ. Pictured (l+) Virgil Caputo, Monroe
Tbunship; Tom Torpeg, Monroe Township; Scott Bills, Northern
Nurseries, and SFMTNJ Board of Directors.

proud to have two dedicated professionals, Tom Torpey and Virgil
Caputo, maintaining their sports fields. For their accomplish-
ments, Sports Field Managers fusociation of New Jersey (SF-
MANJ) is proud to honor Tom and Virgil by selecting the Monroe
Township softball complex field as 2008 Field of the Year.'

Tom and his crew would like to thank Mayor Richard Pucci
and the Township Council for their support as well as Wayne
Hamilton, Business Administrator, Ernie Feist, Director, and
Wayne Horbatt, Superintendent.

The 2008 SFMANJ Field of the Year mnner-up was Singley
Park, Hillsborough Township, NJ. John Crossen, Park Supervisor,
had created a truly special facilig. Singley Park is located in the
western section of Hillsborough Township. The park has four
softball fields, one full size soccer field and eight small-sided soc-
cer fields.

John states, 'Singley Park gets many, many compliments for
being one of the best facilities to play softball.' John strongly feels
the compliments he gets from coaches and players, is due to the
dedication of his staff.

SFMANJ would like to congratulate John and his staff for
their accomplishments as Singley Park.

Scott Bills is Sales Consultant, Northem Nurseries, Inc.;
and member of the SFMANJ Board of Director

In early spring, all fences are inspected and re-
paired as necessary. The playing surfaces are walked to
check for low spots and drainage issues. Where nec-
essary infield lips are removed from the ball fields
using a Ryan Jr. sod cutter.

The fertllizer program starts in early April with
an application of 19-0-6 w/Dimension to help control
crabgrass and other annual weeds. In mid May, an ap-
plication of 23-3-6 with Trimec is completed to con-
trol early broadleaf weeds. Next, a split application of
18-0-8 with Allectus is applied to control above and
below ground insects. In August, a lime application is
made. Finally, a 20-10-10 fertll izer application is
made in October.

Unwanted vegetation is controlled under the
fence lines and on skinned surfaces with Roundup.
Spot treatments are made on the turf areas with Mo-
mentum and Acclaim.

All granular applications are handled by a Lely
broadcast spreader, mounted on a 1030 Massey-Fer-
guson tractor or Permagreen Magnum
spreader/sprayer. Spot treatments are handled with a
backpack sprayer.

In September, aeration and seeding is completed
using a John Deere 300 tractor with a 60-inch AERA-
vator/seeder. Perennial Ryegrass is used during this
treatment.

Mowing practices include two weekly cuts on all
of the playing fields and one cut per week on the com-
mon areas. A fleet of Toro Groundmaster 345 mowers
handles the mowing.

The irrigated fields have Toro systems and are
normally set for 20 minutes per station.

Infield preparation is completed daily for spring,
summer and fall leagues. During the season there are
also two games per night. A Smithco super rake han-
dles the grooming.

The residents of Monroe Townshio should be

lonivpF"i-

Seed
Fertilizers

Turf Chemicals
Erosion Control Products

Rock Salt & lce Melt Products
Spreaders bySpyker & Lebanon

Lawn Grips Landscape Professional Footwear
Soil Samples sent for Analysis & Solutions Provided
ProfessionalTools by Par-Aide and Border Concepts

www.G rassRootsTurfOn I i ne.com

rass r

Proud DiEtributor of:

Golf Division 973-252-6634 Lawn & Sports Turf 973-252-5455



CIEAN.UP
Leaves, stick, and other debris that accumulate 0n the grus o\rr the winter should be raked up when weather permits. Debris lving on the turf too long can smother

the grass and create bare spots. Bare spots will increase the invasion ofweeds latcr in the season.
Use small equipment with wide, low pressure tires to pick up debris whenever feasible , Be careful not to drive large equipment (pickup truck, etc.) equipped with

narrowhighpressuretiresonplavingsurfacesduringlate winterandspring; stayofftothesidcsoffieldswithlargeequipment. Theloadandhi$pressurecreatedbvtires
on luge equipment can deeply rut the pla.ving surface. Thus, creating additional work (repair) and a less safe plaving field until the repair is complete.

SPRING MOMNG STRATEGIES
As temperature and soil water conditions be come more far.orable for growth. turf wll break dormancy and green-up. Vigorous growh and minimal environmental

stresses during spring can lead to a false sense of securiw. Spring is a critical time to use proper mowing frequency and cutting heights along with appropriatc nitrogen
fertilzation to encourage good root gronth.

Peak shoot growth occurs at 60 ro 75 F during the spring, Additionally. roots will be exending deeper into the proflle at this time. if properlv managed, Mow at the
coffecr heighr and frequency (remove no more than 1i3rd ofthe leaftissue); othcrwise excessire defoliation during mowing will deplete the carbohydrate (food) supplv of
the turf. Excessive defoliation will causc roots to stop gros4ng and possiblv dicback under se\rrc mower scalp Addrtionally, recovery fiom scalping will be slower than
vou might expecr due to the low carbohydrate supply described above. Scalped turf will have low vigor and density. which will allow weeds such as crabgrass and gooseg-
rass to invade later in the spring.

Be prepared for wet (rainr) weather that interrupts the mowing schcdule in the spring. It can be difficult to mow at the desired frequency when sports fie lds are q,et.

Under this scenario, shoot growth can become excessive if fields we re not properly mowcd and fertilued up to this point in time.

NITROGEN FERTITIZATION
Fcrtilization with nitrogen is a valuablc management tool for sports field as long as it is done correctly,

Table 1 summarizes the basic timings and rates 0f N fertriization recommended for spons ficld, Thcsc recom-
mendations should be used to initiate a fertilization program with the recognition that adjustmcnts will bc
made as turfperformance dictates (see footnotes in Table 1). Sports field receir4ng hmited usc in the spring
should have N fertilization delaved as late as May to ar.oid or.e r stimuladon of the turf and increasing dcmand
for mowing. Sports field being used in the spring should be fertilized wlth nitrogen as eady as March to en-
courage the vigorous growth necded to tolerate and recolrr from intense springtime use. Use soil testing to
determine the need, if anv, for lime. phosphorus. potassium. etcetera" (Brad. please place an ad for Rutgen
Soil Testing ne ar this article. Jim. I will pav for the ad if necessary,)

TABLE 1. Minimum nitrogen fertilizer tirnings and rates for sports fields based on season of use/play.
Month Spring Sports AutumnSports Year-roundmulti-use

Pounds ofNirog€na p€r 1000 ft2 (acre)
0

1 (44)
1 (44)
1 (44)

' Trpical\', at least 30% ofthe nitrogen is applied as a slov-lr available form. also knom as rater insoluble nitrogen [VTN],
Sloq'lr available forms ofnitrogen include natural organics, IBDU, sulfur-pollmer coated urea, methylene urea, and others.
Nitrogen rate can be adjusted up to 1-112 pound ifturfconditions at the time ofapplication are poor or down to 1r2 ifturf
conditions are excellent,

Vhen spons turf becomes overgros,n. it is best to return to the desired mowing height over several cuttings
rather in one agglessive cutting ("cuning ha,v"). Raise the cutting height s0 that you cut about li3rd of the total
height of the turf and then decrease the cutting hei$t with each successive mowing. For example, if conditions
result in a 5 inch turf height and the desired mou,ing height is 2 inches. thc ncxt mowing should be at 3.5
inche s followe d bv a mowing at 2, 5 inches and finally mowing at the desred 2 inches. If feasible. it is also help-
fulto increase the mowing frequencv during the time that the turf height is being reduced. For example. mow
thc field at 3,5 inches two times pe r veek rather once per week, then two times at 2.5 inches. etcetera.

lames Murpfu, PhD is Extmsion Specialist in Turfgrass Mawgement, Rutgers Uniuersity;
and SFtrl,4'NI Adaisor.

March
May
AugustiSeptember
October

| (44)
0

r (41)
r (14)

1, (44)
1 (14)
r (44)
1 (44)

Rutgers Soil Testing
Laboratory will help you

grow fine turf!
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Dr. IIenry W. Indyk
Graduate Fellowship

in Turfgrass Science

As many of  you know, the turfgrass industry lost  a dear f r iend and
col league in September 2005. We wi l l  a l l  miss Henry very much
and would l ike to insure that his legacy l ives on. The Indyk fami ly
would t ike to establ ish a memorial  fe l lowship to support  graduate
students interested in appl ied tur fgrass science. This fe l lowship is
being created to help assure that tomorrow's graduate students
have the f inancial  resources to get an advanced degree in lur fgrass
science at  Rutgers Universi ty To fund a fu l l  graduate assistantship
each year in Henry 's name, we wi l l  need to raise a total  of
$400,00o. Your generous suppon at  th is t ime wi l l  br ing us ctoser to
reaching this goal ,

To make a tax-deduct ib le contr ibut ion today, please send a
check payable to the Rutgers Universi ty Foundat ion.  7 Col lege
Avenue, New Brunswick.  NJ OagOl Be sure to indicate " lndyk
Fel lowship.  Turfgrass" in the memo port ion of  your check. l f  you
desire,  you may provide a donat ion in the fofm of  a pledge payable
over several  years.

T u r  f  a c e -  T r  iC u r  e

risrre€Son
COMPANY, INC,

The "Creen Industrv" Supplier

r

800.262.2127

FISHERAN DSON.COM

^f-4,^---
{ \--f.e
\'!/' \/gv 's

Super ior Produclc for  the
Tu rt ancl Horticuhrrral Profession:Ll !

1 10 Summit  Dr ive
Exton, Pennsl lr, 'arria i 9341
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Te rre
has a fu l l  l ine of

Sports Turf  Products
Inf ie ld c lay Mixes
Turface Soi l  Condi t ioners
Grass Seed
Fert i l izers
Pest ic ides
Top Dressing
Rubber Mulch
Turf  Blankets
Marking Paints

TeIEPHoNE: (973) 479'BggB
Fax: (9731 473.44o2

The Terre Co. of  N.J. ,  Inc.
206 Delawanna Avenue
Cl i f ton,  NJ 07014

Keep your
Bal l f ie lds safe

and looking great ! ! !



SFIiANI Spring Field Day
April9, 2009

Sports Field Mgrs. fusoc. of NJ
Kingsway High School, lToolwich, Twp., NI

856-5 14-3179
www.sfmanj.org

2009 Rutgers Turfgrass Research
Golf Classic
May 4, 2009

New Jersey Turfgrass Assoc.
Fiddlers Elbow CC. Far Hills, NJ

973-812-6467
www.njturfgrass.org

2009 Rutgers Golf and
Fine Turf Research Field DaY

August 4, 2009
New Jersey Turfgrass fusoc. and Rutgers University

Hort. Farm II. North Brunswich, NJ
973-812-6467

wwwnjturfgrass.org

2oo9 Rutgers Lawn, Landscape,
and Sports Turf Researgh Field DaY
SFMANf-sponsored trade shos and

"o"'n-;l:i:ffi#cruded
New lersey Turfgrass Assoc., SFMANI, and Rutgers

Adelphia Research Farm, Adelphia,
973-81.2-6467

www.njturfgrass.org

University
NJ

rass se
. DeeF Tine - Solid and Coring
. BLEC Ground Breaker Linear Aeration
. Traditional Shallow Coring
. Sandmaster Drainage
. Graden Contour Sand Injection

.  Dr i l l  & Fi l l

. Top Dressing

. Seeding

. Verti-Cutting

. Total Regrassing

Thatchmaster . Dakota Top Dressers . Artificial Turf Groomers . BLEC



EDITOR'S NOTE: SFMANJ awarded $1000 to assist a team of three Rutgers undergraduate
students to compete in the 2009 STMA Student Challenge, held at the STMAAnnual Conference
in San Jose, CA in January 2009.

January 26,2009

SFMANJ Board of Direetsrs
c/o Mr.Don Savard
PO Box 205
Pennsvilie, Ni 08070

Dear Mr.Don Savard:

The Rutgers University turf shrdents who competed in the Student Challenge in San Jose
this January at the STMA National eonference would like to extend a very large tha-nk you to
your association for its sponsorshipl Without your generous donation of $i000 to the Rutgers
Turf Club we would have never been able io fllrd a trip out to California with ilree
irndef$jiiliiate sTrtdeflts. oppoftimiTies likrr th65e thily bfing oiit' ediieEtion to a highef level aiid
expand our horizons.

It was great to interact with professionals of the industry from all over the country and
hear their lectutes, multiple view-points coming from multiple professionals creates a great
leaming environment' Fortunately w€ wer€ also able to meet students at othct universities and
be$n friendships that may iast tiroughout our careers. Of course ieaving tLe beiow fteezing
temperatures of New Jersey io bask in the 75 and surury weather was a major plus to the fip as
well!

Thank you agaiii for your suppoi-t, we lilijk folward to iiiterectiiig with yort associatioti
this year as newly joined student members. Best of luok to everyone as the spring rapidly
approaches, the grass begins to rejuvenate and the athletics resume!

The 2009 Rutgers University STMA Student ehaflenge Team,
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Will Reardon
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Stepahnie Alea


