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WELCOME NEW &
RENEWED SFMANJ

MEMBERS

Currently we have 310 new & renewed members. In
November SFMANJ mailing invoices for 2008 mem-
bership dues to all current members. If you do not
receive an invoice, please contact us at 908-730-7770
or download the membership form available at
www.sfmanj.org. Remember to mail your renewal/
payment direct to:
SFMANJ
PO Box 370

Annandale, NJ 08801

Belton, Howard
Ozoroski, Mark

Pidgeon, Francine

Howell Township
Summit, City of

County College of Morris
Student

SFMAN)J Annual Membership Registration Form
*receive update information by email

Name
Title
Employer
Address
City
State Zip
County
Phone Fax
*E-mail
Signature
INAIVIAUAL ... $50
ASSOCIAE ...ttt $50
Organization/INSttUtion.............ccoooiiiieiiii e $50

Additional member from facility ...........cccoceeniiniiniiien, $30
Commercial/Contractor/Vendor/Supplier..........ccocoeeieeieeneeennnn. $105

Additional member from company...........ccccooeriieiiiinenieen. $35
SHUAENT ... $15

Send with Check or voucher to:
SFMANJ
P.O. Box 370 » Annandale, NJ 08801

2007 SFMANJ BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President . . . . ... Craig Tolley, County College of Morris
Vice President .. .Fred Castenschiold, Storr Tractor Co.
Secretary . ........... Scott Bills, Northern Nurseries
Treasurer . .......... Jim Gates, Jim Gates & Co., Inc
DIRECTORS

Sean Connell ............ Georgia Golf Construction
Jeff Cramer, CPWM . .............. Howell Township
Jim Hermann, CSFM ............ Total Control, Inc.
BradPark ..................... Rutgers University
Don Savard, CSFM, CGM . ........ Salesianum School
Michael Viersma .......... Bob Viersma & Sons, Inc.
Advisor: ...... Dr. James Murphy, Rutgers University
Past President: . . . .Ken Mathis, Brick Township Parks
Executive Secretary: ............... Kathie Hopfel

MISSION STATEMENT:

Committed to enhancing the professionalism of athletic
field managers by improving the safety, playability and
appearance of athletic fields at all levels through semi-
nars, field days, publications and networking with those
in the sports turf industry.

Contact us at:

PO Box 370 ¢ Annandale, NJ 08801
Web site: www.sfmanj.org
Email: hg@sfmanj.org
Ph/fax: 908-730-7770

National Organization
Sports Turf Managers Association

www.stma.org
Email: stmainfo@sportsturfmanager.org
Phone: 800-323-3875

Inside This Issue

Welcome New & Renewed Members ..................... 3
Membership Form ......... .. i, 3
SFMANJ Board of Directors . ......covviiieiineennnnnn.. 3
A Look Back at the SFMANJ District 4 Synthetic

Infill Maintenance FieldDay ......................... 6
Bermuda Athletic Fields .............................. 8
2007 Proud Sponsors Directory .............cciiiniin.. 9
Year InReview . ...t e 10
Calendarof Events ..., 12
Aeration: The Root of all “Good” .. ............... ... ... 14
The Sports Turf Manager as a Crisis Communicator ........ 16
SFMANJ District 4 Meeting Photo Recap ................. 17

This newsletter is the official bi-monthly publication of the
Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey.

For information regarding this newsletter, contact:
SFMANJ at (908) 730-7770 or Brad Park at (732) 932-9711, x127

Editor: Brad Park, Rutgers University
Email: park@aesop.rutgers.edu

SEMANJ does not necessarily support the opinions of those

reflected in the following articles.
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The 32nd Annual

Turf & Landscape Conference 2007

(continued from front page)

Kevin Trotta, North Rockland School District and recipient of
STMA’s President’s Award for Leadership will be speaking Wednes-
day afternoon on Environmental Turfcraft for Sports Fields.

A morning sports field managers networking session has
again been schedule for this year’s Expo beginning at 7:00 am on
Thursday, December 6. Education on synthetic fields will be pre-
sented on Thursday afternoon by Ken Mathis, Brick Township on
Selecting a Synthetic Infill System and Kevin Malone, CSFM, Co-
lumbia University, on Management of Synthetic Infill Systems.

The entire Sports Field Managers Program is shown on Page
4 of this issue of SFMANJ Update.

Trade Show

The NJ Green Expo Trade Show is one of the largest Green Indus-
try events in the tri-state area. With over two hundred projected
exhibitors, you will have an opportunity see new products and
services to help you make purchasing decisions and to develop
important relationships in the Green Industry.

Make your plans now to come to Expo 2007!
Brad Park is Sports Turf Res. and Ed. Coor.,

Rutgers Univ.; SEMANJ Board Member;
and Editor, SEMANJ Update Newsletter

DID yoUu KNow?

A dicot is a plant having two cotyledons in the seed, as in broadleaf species.

New Jersey Turf & Landscape Conference and Expo 2007:

Sports Field Managers Program

December 4-6, 2007
Trump Taj Mahal Casino-Resort, Atlantic City, NJ

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2007

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2007

THURSDAY PM

THURSDAY PM

1:00-1:30 SFMANJ Business Meeting
1:30-2:15 Management strategies for high
traffic fields
Dr. Dr. Mike Goatley,
Virginia Tech
A cost-based approach to
asses task management
Don Savard, CSFM, CGM,
Salesianum School
Environmental turfcraft for
Sports Fields
Kevin Trotta, North Rockland
School District

Managers
8:00-8:30
2:15-2:45
8:30-9:00
2:45-3:30

9:00-9:30

9:30-10:00
for turf

Brad Park,

7:00-8:00 Early bird Sports Field

Networking roundtable

Elements of Sports Field

Construction

Dr. Mike Goatley,
Virginia Tech

Renovation of a little

league infield

Jim Hermann, CSFM,
Total Control, Inc.

Grant writing: What

you need to know

Beth Richmond,
Bedford Recreation

Low-impact pesticides

12:00-12:30 Bermudagrass use for
Sports Fields in the
Mid-Atlantic

Mike Kelley, Poly Tech

High School, Delaware
Selecting a synthetic
infill system
Ken Mathis,

Brick Township Parks
IPM at a NJ high school:
Myth vs. reality
Rich Watson,

Pine Hill School District
Management of synthetic
infill systems
Kevin Malone,

CSFM, Columbia University

12:30-1:00

1:00-1:30

1:30-2:00

Rutgers University

4 Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey
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"Serving the Turf Professional Since 1978"

FERTILIZERE SEED FUWGEIOIDES INSECTIGIDES HERBICIDES
GROWTH REGULATORS WETTING AGENTS  ADJVANTS

ERDSION CONTROL SFREADERS TOMRS .8 MUCH BORET

LAWIN & SPORTS TURF DIVISION
(AP3) 2525455  Faw (973) 2522881
4 Mgdlebury Bivdt, Ste. 14, Randolph, NJ 07869

UCKAHOE
URF FARMS .

" ”t'n:f:,-nf ngmr

#* High Quality Bluegrass and Tall Fescue

% Our Completely Irrigated 700-acre farm allows
production and deliveries to parts of Pennsylvania,
Delaware, New York and all of New Jersey.

% Sand Sod grown on Hammonton sandy, loam-type
soil designed for today's specialized modern
athletic fields

¥ Labor Saving Big Rolls, please call for custom
installation prices

" N, kil 1 . 1
401 Myrtle Ave, + P.0. Box 148 » Hammonton, NJ 08037

1-800-222-(0591 1-609-561-7184

www.ttfarms.com 609-561-0296 Fax

We apecializs o lquid fertillzers
= s8ll many odher types of
{ertdizars, biostimulans, lime
atd profection producis.
Everyihing in fhe green indusiry,
Inzluding trees and shnas, furd
s icewars, grow siromger snd
mane besutifl with cur products
Comtact us fo bdbrn mcem and
reques] your fnze catalog

B00.562.1281
609.443.5038 (fax)
plc@plantfoodco.com
www.plantfoodco.com
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A Look Back at the SFMANJ District 4

Synthetic Infill Maintenance Field Day

By Don Savard, CSFM, CGM

It was a beautiful, sunny day on September 19, 2007, a per-
fect day for the SFMANJ District 4 Synthetic Infill Mainte-
nance Field Day at Recchino Field in Haddon Township, N.J.
Over 70 members and guests participated in a discussion of
real world synthetic infill sports field maintenance issues,
problems and solutions hosted by Haddon Township Head
Groundsman Joel Taylor and his capable crew consisting
of Geoffrey Taylor and Tom Springer Jr. We were given a
glimpse of the day-to-day challenges of a typical sports field
management operation that includes a synthetic infill sports
field. These guys also maintain natural grass sports fields in
other locations town-wide as well as perform maintenance
chores for the Board of Education that includes furniture
moves and assisting the building custodians when neces-
sary. It takes quite a bit of hustle, dedication and know-how
to keep-up with their customer service demands and this
group takes it all in stride, competently, and with a good at-
titude.

Although the program got off to a late start because of some
traffic delays it gave the attendees an opportunity to visit,
and enjoy refreshments sponsored by Lawn and Golf
Supply as well as meet and greet our other sponsors,
Philadelphia Turf, and the Jim Gates and Co., Inc. After
the opening comments, Joel Taylor explained the reasons
why Haddon Township chose to build a synthetic field, the
installation of the underground storm water retention and
storage and how the sub-base of the field was constructed.
Joel went on to discuss the importance of the customer’s
representative personally overseeing the construction
process to ensure that the work is done correctly.

Often, when a purchaser is considering a synthetic infill
sports field system, the synthetic field salesman will pro-
mote the concept of “maintenance free” or “easy to main-
tain.” We saw how acorns, leaves, trash, broken glass, weeds
and sun flower seeds present ongoing maintenance prob-
lems. Normal field use contributes to rubber crumb migra-
tion and uneven distribution causing high and low spots.
From this sports field manager’s perspective, it seems that
keeping up a synthetic sports field surface requires a differ-
ent but equally time consuming maintenance protocol to
maintain similar quality standards as on a natural grass

sports field. A very good question and answer period fol-
lowed.

Brad Park, Rutgers University Sports Turf Research & Ed-
ucation Coordinator led a discussion of synthetic sports
field safety and hardness testing. All sports field surfaces,
whether natural grass or synthetic develop surface hardness
over a period of time. Impact testing (commonly referred to
as G-max testing) is used to measure the shock-absorbing
properties of sports surfaces. The higher the G-max value,
the lower the shock-absorbing properties of the surface. G-
max testing involves measuring the shock absorbing proper-
ties of a playing surface in situ, and comparing the results
against a standard. The most commonly used standard is
the one established by ASTM International. If the standard
isn’t met, the field is considered unsafe and remediation is
required. Brad demonstrated a Clegg Impact Tester and
measured surface hardness before and after field grooming.

We watched a demonstration of different synthetic field
maintenance procedures and equipment. There were sweep-
ers for trash and debris, a machine that loosened the infill
material, topdressers for spreading the infill material and
brushes to move the infill material into place and groom the
field. It was an opportunity to see what works best in a par-
ticular situation.

The program concluded with lunch and an additional oppor-
tunity to meet the sponsors and further demonstrate the
products shown. Our thanks go out to Philadelphia Turf for
their generosity as our lunch sponsor.

Don Savard is a Certified Sports Field Manager (CSFM);
Certified Grounds Manager (CGM);

Director, Athletic Facilities and Grounds,

Salesianum School, Wilmington, DE;

member of the SFMANJ Board of Directors;

and much-appreciated frequent contributor to
SFMANJ Update Newsletter

6 Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey



Dr. Henry W. Indyk NAT] ONA L SE E D
Graduate Fellowship PROFESSIONAL TURF PRODUCTS

in Turfgrass Science Specializing in Quality
Grass Seed to Meet All Your
Ag many of pou By, e luifgrass indusiry loal & daas Triend and Turf PErfDm-IanEE Eta nd ards
collapgue in Seplormibar 2008 W will gl miss Henry vary moch L‘:a” F{“- a Ea[alﬂg

and wowld like 1o insure that his eqocy ees on. The Indyk Tamiby
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have bha financial resouross o gel an advanced deqres in ufgrass

acianca @ Rulgers Univargity, To fend a full gradsale aasistanisha Carr}r E ful | Iine Gf quality mixtures

aach year in Henry's name, we will nesd b rsee o oEl of

S400,000. Your garerous suppor at this time will bring us closar ba es pecia”y fﬂrmu|ated f,:, r

Fafesheng his goal.

To make a tax-deductible contribution today, plesse send 5 SFGRTS a- ATHLETIC FIE.L DS

oheck payabde to the Rutgers Unlversity Foundation, 7 Callega

Aarnms, Mew Branssdck, B DAROT. Ba sure b ndicata "yl LGW MA'NTENANCE AH EAS
Felliravship, Turfgrass”™ m il mams portion of your check. I pow
desire, you may pravide a donation in the form of a pladge payable GENERAL GROUNDS

Ovar savaral yaars

Foar infarmation an ofle Wy fo supEsrt this Teliceshp, pleass GGL F' LAWN & REEL AMATIDN
ook DOr. Be B. Clarke, D 1 11]} dl'_.-cll'ﬁn'fﬂrd H H
Sciance (732.032-8400, ael, 331; Of CIarke LaRG0R TAGRE o) OF Technical Agronomic Support and

Jobhn Pesaraon, Direciar af | Hl-l-'_ll-lrl;d‘ll|1 Eaillm =l fhe F|1|:||‘|:-I|I||1|'. by Eu EtﬂITI Blending A.'Uﬂ ilable
calling (7321 832- TS or email: i liwinprs nigers, o

Terre

. has a full line of
7 \\ Sports Turf Products
“&
- Fertilizers
- Turf Blankeis

{f/ F *”P - Infield Clay Mixes
&= %

- Pesticides

- Marking Painis

- Turface Soil Conditioners
N - Top Dressing
Call for a Catalog

- Grass Seed
o LA - Rubber Mulch

or Inquiries.

TELEPHONE: (973) 473-3393 K .
FAX: (973) 473-4402 cep your
Ballfields safe

206 Delawanna Avenue and looking great!!!

Clifton, NJ O7014

ThHeé Tefie Co. af N.J., Ine
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Bermudagrass

Athletic Fieldg

By Sean Connell

Bermudagrass is being used and considered for use in the mid-
Atlantic region more and more for athletic fields. The idea of
bermudagrass in this region is not new. Golf courses have tried
utilizing bermudagrass for fairways and tees only to discover that
harsh winters resulting in winterkill, slow recovery and poor
transitions in the spring made bermudagrass more trouble than
benefit. New varieties of bermudagrass are giving turf managers
new choices. Some considerations need to be made before mak-
ing the decision to utilize bermudagrass for athletic fields. Of
the new varieties, ‘Patriot’ is the most popular; ‘Celebration’
and ‘Tifsport’ are still close rivals. All the new grasses are eval-
uated on www.ntep.org (National Turfgrass Evaluation Pro-
gram) - which is a great resource to view trials on turfgrasses.

The benefits of bermudagrass are many: heat and wear tol-
erance, recovery and overall playing surface are unparalleled
with proper maintenance and sustained soil temperature. The
reasons for consideration are well justified. After a stand of
bermudagrass has developed a thatch layer, other than win-
terkill or physical damage, killing it is nearly impossible. The
maintenance on bermudagrass is reduced by seasons; in the win-
ter there is really no maintenance after a fall preemergence her-
bicide and fertilizer is applied. It overwinters nicely whether or
not it has been overseeded. In the summer, bermudagrass is un-
stoppable under lots of heat, water and fertilizer. It
reproduces/spreads with above and below ground runners. An
existing stand can be thatched and sprigged into bare spots for
the cost of labor. Simply cutting-in sprigs with a sprig cutter
(flat solid discs pushing sprigs straight into loose soil) or even
burying with loose soil, the sprigs will propagate growth with
proper maintenance. You will have an acceptable stand of turf
in 6 to 8 weeks. In the south, sodding is always the second
choice. Considering ‘419’ bermudagrass is $0.09 per square foot
without freight or $3900 an acre without freight; 419 sprigs are
$0.60 per bushel and the recommended rate is 1000 bushels per
acre; $600 per acre to sprig is very paltry by any standards. In-
stallation rates are not included in these figures. The price
alone is the temptation. Of course the bermudgrass that is being
marketed here is being priced at about double the rates quoted
considering most bluegrass and fescue are cheaper. It can be
hard choice.

Regarding the chance of winterkill or slow transition in the
spring, the question is: Is it worth the trouble of transition? It
is only going to be a mat for overseeding. The primary issue
specific to the mid-Atlantic is: Will it survive the winters? Time

will tell the truth on that issue. I did not notice any trials at
www.ntep.org specific to the mid-Atlantic or northeast. Even
in Atlanta, 600 miles south of Philadelphia, they have win-
terkill on bermudagrass on a large basis in 5 to 7 years cycles.
Big Artic blasts from Canada with zero temperatures are rare
but still happen in the south and can lead to winterkill. When
conditions are perfect for winterkill, it is droughty in the fall
which weakens the grass stand, there is not enough irrigation
water to supplement, and the grass turns dormant in the heat
further stressing the plant. Fertilizing and applying a preemer-
gence herbicide to dormant bermudagrass with no water does
not seem reasonable or beneficial to the turf or the turf manager.

By definition, bermudagrass is a warm-season turfgrass and
its optimum growing temperature is 85-degrees and above. One
inch (1.0”) of water is a minimum per week to keep green turf.
The nitrogen requirement for the growing season is around 5
Ibs to 7 lbs per 1000 square feet; this is probably a smaller of
amount in the mid-Atlantic region because of the shorter grow-
ing season. As with all turf, aerification is a must. The more air,
water and nutrients you supply to the plant the healthy the
plant is. Topdressing is not mandatory but it smoothes out the
surface very well and helps draw higher soil temperatures which
increases lateral growth. Mowing can be 3 or 4x per week job in
the summer and is usually dependent on preference of mowing
height and fertility. Bermudagrass is a sun-loving plant and can
only survive in well drained surfaces. This plant typically does
not grow at all in shade.

Being a construction contractor, I usually shy away from
recommendations that involve choosing between warm-season
and cool-season turfgrasses. I have planted one field in Philadel-
phia this year with Patriot bermudagrass as specified by the
owner. I am interested in the outcome and hope my customer
the best; but like a lot of others, I want to see how it goes before
[ tell my customers or potential customers to use warm season
grasses. In my opinion, soil temperatures appear to be the
biggest hurdle for bermudagrass to survive in the mid-Atlantic
region.

Sean Connell is Owner and Primary Project Manager,
Georgia Golf Construction, Woodbine, NJ;
and a member of the SFMAN] Board of Directors

DID yYou KNow?

A monocot is a plant having one
cotyledon in the seed; grasses
are an example.

] Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey



~2007 Proud Sponsor Directory~

US ATHLETIC FIELDS, INC. PARTAC/BEAM CLAY
Sports Field Maintenance, Renovation & Construction Your “One-Stop Source” For
John McKnight and Bill Siegel Baseball and Sports Turf Surfaces & Supplies!
PO Box 38 — Skillman, NJ 08558 Kelsey Park, Great Meadows, NJ 07838
609-466-2846 Fax: 609-466-1808 (800) 247-BEAM, (908) 637-4191
john@usathleticfields.com Fax (908) 637-8421, partac@goes.com
STORR TRACTOR COMPANY FISHER AND SON CO., INC.
Turf, Irrigation and Ballfield Equipment Superior Products for the Turf and Horticultural Professional
Sales- Fred Castenschiold, Kevin Hoban, Steve Bradley Agronomic Services, Fertilizers, Seed, and Control Products
3191 Highway 22 Somerville, NJ 08876 Jeff Borajkiewicz (609) 532-4837 e Bruce Cadenelli (732) 245-2599
908-722-9830 Fax: 908-722-9847 Brian Robinson (484) 886-0021
TOTAL CONTROL, INC. BEN SHAFFER & ASSOCIATES
Athletic Field Consulting & Management Park, Playground and Streetscape Solutions
Jim Hermann, CSFM Serving NJ since 1921
PO Box 422 - Lebanon, NJ 08833 State Contract Vendor
(908) 236-9118 800-953-2021
totalcontroljim@earthlink.net Website: www.benshaffer.com
WILFRED MAC DONALD, INC COVERMASTER, INC.
Turf Equipment/Irrigation Baseball and football field covers and accessories
Sales-Bernie White, Mike Clifford, Tim Kerwin Natural turf concert covers & EVERGREENTM turf blankets
19 Central Blvd., S. Hackensack, NJ 07606 800-387-5808 e Fax 416-742-6837
888-831-0891 ex 114 Fax: 201-931-1730 covermaster.com ® info@covermaster.com

sales@wilfredmacdonald.com
Put your ad here:
To become a Proud Sponsor Call 908-730-7770
$150 for one year

Only Rain Bird rotors feature Rain Curtain™
Mozzle Technology that delivers uniform
water distribution across the entire radius
range for green grass results, Gentle, effective
close-in watering around the rotor eliminates
dry spots without seed washout, and larger
water t‘llﬂ]’!lﬁrtﬁ ASSUre consistent coverage,

Ridn Cisrvndin Techaabogy

evien in the windiest conditions.

Install Confidence, Install Rain Bird.

RaIN R BIRD

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:

BILL WISE
Contractor Account Manager
(610) 770-6885
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~Year in Re
Pictorially captured by Brad Park, Rutgers Uni

Meticulously maintained natural turfgrass in-front of The
Alamo, San Antonio, TX. San Antonio was the site of the 2007
Sports Turf Managers Conference.

~~~_.n‘1.a! i =

The Rutgers Turfgrass Club was given a tour of the
Shea Stadium playing surface by Head Groundskeeper
Bill Deacon in April 2007. Don’t pout Mets fans,

the Yanks didn’t win the World Series

in 2007 either. . .

A women’s field hockey event prompted
the decision to use a large pavement
roller to smooth (read: compact) the
surface of this field. Several weeks later,
following a rain event, internal drainage
was severely compromised.
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