2006 Proud Sponsor Directory

US ATHLETIC FIELDS, INC.
Sports Field Maintenance, Renovation & Construction
John McKnight and Bill Siegel
PO Box 38 — Skillman, NJ 08558
609-466-2846 Fax: 609-466-1808
john@usathleticfields.com

STORR TRACTOR COMPANY
Turf, Irrigation and Ballfield Equipment
Sales- Fred Castenschiold, Kevin Hoban, Steve Bradley
3191 Highway 22 Somerville, NJ 08876
908-722-9830 Fax: 908-722-9847

TOTAL CONTROL, INC.
Athletic Field Consulting & Management
Jim Hermann, CSFM
PO Box 422 - Lebanon, NJ 08833
(908) 236-9118
totalcontroljim@earthlink.net

WILFRED MAC DONALD, INC
Turf Equipment/Irrigation
Sales-Bernie White, Mike Clifford, Tim Kerwin
19 Central Blvd., S. Hackensack, NJ 07606
888-831-0891 ex 114 Fax: 201-931-1730
sales@wilfredmacdonald.com

PARTAC/BEAM CLAY
Your “One-Stop Source” For
Baseball and Sports Turf Surfaces & Supplies!
Kelsey Park, Great Meadows, NJ 07838
(800) 247-BEAM, (908) 637-4191
Fax (908) 637-8421, partac@goes.com

FISHER AND SON CO., INC.
Superior Products for the Turf and Horticultural Professional
Agronomic Services, Fertilizers, Seed, and Control Products
Jeff Borajkiewicz (609) 532-4837 e Bruce Cadenelli (732) 245-2599
Brian Robinson (484) 886-0021

BEN SHAFFER & ASSOCIATES
Park, Playground and Streetscape Solutions
Serving NJ since 1921
State Contract Vendor
800-953-2021
Website: www.benshaffer.com

COVERMASTER, INC.

Baseball and football field covers and accessories
Natural turf concert covers & EVERGREENTM turf blankets
800-387-5808 o Fax 416-742-6837
covermaster.com e info@covermaster.com

Put your ad here:
To become a Proud Sponsor Call 908-730-7770
$150 for one year
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Omnly Rain Bird rotors feature Rain Curtain™
Nozzle Technology that delivers uniform
water distribution across the entire radius
range for green grass results. Gentle, effective
close-in waterlng around the rotor eliminates
dry spots without seed washout, and larger
waler -IJ!I'UFIJEI.H- Assure consistent r_'m'r:rap,!:.
even in the windiest conditions

Install Confidence. Install Rain Bird,

RaN R BIRD

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
BILL WISE

Contractor Account Manager

(610) 770-6885
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Dr. Henry W. Indyk
Graduate Fellowship
in
Turfgrass Science

A many of o know, e turfgrass mdustiry lost 8 dear Trieesd and
colleadgue in Sapbemssr 2005 We @il all rese Hanry very moch
and would e 1o insure el Big legacy lives an. T Indyk Tamily
would like o establish a meenoresd fellowship 1o suppoe graduate
sliadanls pyleresisd o apphad lurfgrass gcience. This fallwaiip s
g creatsd 1o halp aseure el Womorrssy's graduals shooenls
have the Gngncial resources o gel an sdvanced daegres in herlgraas
sonie al Rulgars Lindvaraity. To fund & full gradiuate sasiglantaheg
aach yaar in Henry™s nams, we will nsssd 10 raiss g 104l of

SA0D 000, Yo gansralus suppart al this timea will bring us csasan o
raaching thig goal

To make a tax-deductible contribution today. please sond a
check payable to the Rutgers University Foundation, ¥ College
Awenue, Mew Brunswick, MJ 08501, Be sure to indicate “Indyk
Fallowship, Twigrass™ in thes mamo poston of gour chesck, IF you
desire you may provics a donation in the foem of a pledge payable
o sEvaral yeoars

For mformation on cther ways 1o suppor this fellowship, pleasa
contact Or. Bruca B. Clarke, Derectar — Rutgars Cantar for Turfgrass

Sclanoe §{ FAZ-9352-9400, axl. 331, or clarkeassop. rulgors. adu ) or
John Pearson, Director of Leadershig Gifts al thae Foundation, by
calling (732} 932-THSS or amall: pRarsondwinants. nigars, adi

F

Celebrity Status - Nicole Sherry, Head Groundskeeper of the
Trenton Thunder and SFMANJ Update contributor signs
autographs as part of Nicole Sherry Bobblehead Night at
Waterfront Park, Trenton, NJ on August 23, 2006.

I YOU KNOW?

Mat is a tightly intermingled layer, composed
of living and partially decomposed stem and
root material and soil from topdressing or
other sources, that develops between the zone
of green vegetation and the soil surface.

Wilfred MacDonald is your team when it comes

line of Jacobsen, Smithco, Turfco, National and
Vertidrain gives you the largest variety of turf
equipment to choose from! Contact your sales
representative today for a demonstration!

Wilfred MacDonald, inc
19 Central Boulevard

l'/i Yo-'-":e':":z!V'

THE GREATEST TEAM ON TURF!!

to athletic field eqiupment. We offer a wide variety
of equipment from striping reel and rotary mowers

to athletic field conditioners, line stripers, groomers,
top dressers, aerifiers and more! Our comprehensive =

RFCC South Hackensack, NJ 07606
. 888-831-0891
mll::lmw www.wilfredmacdonald.com

Sales Representatives:
Bernie White

Mike Clifford

Tim Kerwin

Mike Pelrine
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many items available

B E N S H A F F E R on NJ STate Contract

& ASSOCIATES Inc. Toll Free
1-800-953-2021

sales@benshaffer.com

www.benshaffer.com

= Bleachers
= Benches

- Bases
= Equipment

an uh more!
Experience the Ben Shaffer Difference
Serving NJ since 1921
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They’re off! - A seven horse field breaks from the
starting gate on the turf course at Monmouth Park
Racetrack on August 23, 2006 in a race named in
Memory of Dr. Henry W. Indyk.

The "Green Indwstry™ Supplier
Supermor Fmdacr for vy Tant £ Harsodferm' Smfoimon)

R.an:l".' Rider Ji.'ﬂ' Borajlkiewics Brian Rubinson
302-242-6348 HIR-532-4837 434-E86-0021

EurtblForkr * [ abawon Fertifizers * Gngg frotbers * Tihe Anaerrons
Foeplbneder * Prvdent dd + MNWotod * Gorarr Tl

257 Enst King Street ® Malvern, PA 10388 *  Si-26721FT * faxes §lil-644-770]

I ¥ € O R P O R A T E D

* Lore Aprificeron ard Cleaau Henmy A. FPeta
* Dy Fime Apvarian Plome: BIS-200-3 181
& Area Maoterliod 5o e Fas:  &l9-4h4-2T87

* (LS Sarvioas awd Ared TSNS E-Minkl: rurf 1 5@ patmedin.net

Phane: 215-345-7200
Fax: 215-345-8132
Web: www.phillyturf.com

Fifty-five dedicated people with the best parts, products and service for the green industry in
Eastern Pennsylvania, Southern New Jersey and New Castle County Delaware.

Mai: Box B65
Doylestown, PA 18901-0865
Ship: 4049 Landisville Road

Doylestown, PA 18901
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Professional Turf Prodacts viisior

¥ NoRTHERN NURSERIES INC.

SPORTS TURF
PRODUCTS SUPPLIER

v Bulk Compost & Top Dressing v On-site Technical Support
v Sports Turf Seed Mixtures v Soil Testing
v Fertilizer For Athletic Fields v Drainage Solutions

v Infield Mixes & Products v/ Spyder Delivery

NoORTHERN NURSERIES INC.

VWHOLESSALE HORTICULTURAL DISTEIBUTION CENTERS

I S2SOMERSET, NJ MEDFORD, NJ WIND GAP, PA
487 ELIZABETH AVE. B0 EAYRESTOWN RD. 6525 SULLIVAN TRAIL
PHONE: (732) 560-5060 FAX; 732-560-5064 PHONE: (609] 714-3500  FAN: 609-714-3600 PHOME [610) BE3-6006  FAX: G10-B53-6384
FUMAGER: DWHID WILLERERDT  TLIRF SALES REF: SCOTT HELS MANACER- BEW VWADE  TURF SALES RER: SIOTT HILLS MENSGER: ILE LANDON  TURFSALES REP: SOOTT EILLS
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1486 S. Hanover St. ¢ Pottstown, PA 19465 ¢ www.aer-core.com

Specialized Turfgrass Services

Dennis DeSanctis, Sr.
Office: 610-327-3390

ddesanctis @ aer-core.com

Calendar of
Gvernts

Cell: 610-608-3181

Fax: 610-327-0581

NJ State League of
Municipalities Conference

* Deep Tine - Solid and Coring

* Drill & Fill

e BLEC Ground Breaker Linear Aeration

* Traditional Shallow Coring
* Sandmaster Drainage

* Top Dressing

* Seeding

* Verti-Cutting

» Total Regrassing

Equipment

e Wiedenmann Aerifiers
* Dakota Top Dressers

e Artificial Turf Groomers

* BLEC

November 14-17, 2006
Atlantic City Convention Center
Atlantic City, NJ
(609) 695-3481

NJ Turf & Landscape
Conference and Expo 2006
December 5-7, 2006
Trump Taj Mahal Casino-Resort
(215) 757-6582
Expo 2006 will feature online
registration at:

Crop Production
Services

Profit From Our Experience

Agronomic Products / Services

Seed ¢ Fertilizer » Lime ¢ Soil Testing
* Pest Control Products
e Custom Applications

Crop Production Services, Inc.
127 Perryville Road
Pittstown, NJ 08867

Toll Free: 1-888-828-5545
Bus: (908) 735-5545
Fax: (908) 735-6231

766 Rt. 524
Allentown, NJ 08501
(609) 259-7204

www.njturfgrass.org

NATIONAL SEED
PROFESSIONAL TURF PRODUCTS
Specializing in Quality
Grass Seed to Meet All Your

Turf Performance Standards
Call For a Catalog

800-828-5856

Carry a full line of quality mixtures
especially formulated for:
SPORTS & ATHLETIC FIELDS

LOW MAINTENANCE AREAS
GENERAL GROUNDS
GOLF, LAWN & RECLAMATION

Technical Agronomic Support and
Custom Blending Available
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SELECTION OF TOPDRESSING MATERIALS

Jim Hermann, CSFM*

In order to have a successful topdressing program, it is essential to
choose the right topdressing material for the job. Soils can vary from
very fine, heavy textured clayey soils to very coarse, light textured sandy
soils, depending on the location. Therefore, the same topdressing mate-
rial may have different results on different locations.

It is important to know the texture of the soil in your root zone. A phys-
ical analysis of your soil will give you this information. Most soil test-
ing laboratories provide this service.

In addition to the proportions of sand, silt and clay in a soil, the coarse-
ness or fineness of the sand portion, has an effect on the physical prop-
erties of a specific classification of soil. Medium size sand with a rela-
tively consistent particle size usually has a higher rate of hydraulic con-
ductivity than a material containing a more diverse blend of coarse,
medium and fine particles. A principle to remember; water will move
from a coarser textured soil to a finer textured soil more readily than
the other way around, providing there is adequate pore space between
the particles.

When using any material to modify an existing root zone, adequate cul-
tivation is necessary to insure proper incorporation of the material. The
more a topdressing material varies from the existing root zone in rela-
tion to its texture classification and physical properties, the more culti-
vation is typically needed. Without adequate cultivation there remains
a very real potential for layering in the soil. Anytime there is a layer cre-
ated in the soil, the interface between the layers will have the potential
to negatively affect hydraulic conductivity, root penetration and even air
and gas exchange characteristics of the soil.

Before you can determine the proper topdressing material to use, it is
important to determine why you are topdressing. A few reasons for top-
dressing are: 1) Modification of existing root zone (Increase water con-
ductivity; Increase organic matter content; Increase tilth; Increase
Cation Exchange Capacity [CEC]); 2) Increase success rate of renova-
tion thru improved soil seed contact; 3) Smooth a rough uneven surface

Two common materials used to modify a root zone are organic materi-
als (in the form of compost) and sand. Caution must be practiced with
either material.

Sand is sometimes used to improve the drainage characteristics of a
heavy textured clayey soil. A heavy textured soil should reach approxi-
mately 85% sand by weight to have a positive effect on hydraulic con-
ductivity. Medium to coarse size sand should be used for this purpose.
A steady supply of a uniform material, which conforms to very specific
guidelines, should be consistently available. Variations in material uni-
formity can void the success of the most well planned program. An
agronomist can best prescribe these specifications.

Leaf compost is being used more and more to topdress athletic fields.
Production by private and public recycling plants alike has made it a
widely available material. It is sometimes blended with sand and sold as
organic topsoil. The benefit to incorporating compost into the root
zone is realized through the addition of organic matter. The addition of
organic matter can provide a number of benefits. In a light sandy soil,
organic matter can be of benefit by increasing the ability of the soil to
retain moisture. This increase can combat compaction and maximize
irrigation efficiency. The incorporation of organic matter into a soil
adds essential plant nutrients. Depending on the source of the organic
matter, this “fertilizer effect” can be substantial and could replace one
or more applications in a fertilization program. Organic matter can

also increase CEC or the ability of a soil to retain nutrients. This
increase in not usually necessary with heavy textured clay soils but may
be of benefit in sandy soils. Note that it takes a tremendous amount of
organic matter to increase soil CEC. Thus, in most situations the ben-
efit of incorporating organic matter is more a result of increase water
retention and nutrient addition, than increase in CEC.

The addition of organic matter can decrease the compactive tendencies
of a soil and over time help to improve the soil structure (tilth) of a
heavy textured soil. Tilth can be associated with the soft, fluffy texture
of a well-maintained garden soil. A lack of tilth can be associated with
the hard clumpy soil of a goalmouth. The benefits of organic matter
can be realized in all areas of an athletic field but more noticeably in
high traffic areas where existing soil structure has been destroyed.

Once soil structure is destroyed the ability of the soil to drain and main-
tain turf cover is severely compromised. The result is a weed-infested
area of high compaction. A major cause of this destruction is playing
games in wet water logged conditions where the soil is actually smeared
under the stress of heavy foot traffic.

Similar materials to leaf compost are biosolids such as sewage sludge
and spent mushroom compost. These materials are much the same as
leaf compost in that they have high organic content but many have the
added benefit of higher nutrient availability and therefore the potential
for a greater “fertilizer effect”.

As with any topdressing material, care must be taken when acquiring
and applying compost. A quality compost material should be adequate-
ly aged prior to purchase and be properly screened to eliminate all twigs
and debris. It should show no resemblance to its original components
and have a clean earthy odor.

The results of a compost analysis report should be requested prior to
purchase. These results should supply a minimum of pH, % organic
matter, soluble salt levels, heavy metal levels and the Carbon:Nitrogen
(C:N) ratio. Included with these test results, should also be a reference
made to the acceptable levels of soluble salts and heavy metals. If the
compost is a blended material it should also carry a physical (sand, silt,
clay) analysis and have a texture classification such as loamy sand,
sandy loam etc. A chemical analysis is also useful in determining the
potential “fertilizer effect” of a topdressing material.

The C:N ratio is used as a barometer to measure the level of decompo-
sition and should be less than 30:1. Higher C:N ratios can cause nitro-
gen supplies in the soil to become temporarily unavailable to the turf
until the C:N ratio is reduced through further decomposition. This can
have a negative effect on turf quality.

With compost materials as with any other topdressing material, care
must be taken to provide adequate cultivation in conjunction with the
topdressing procedure. The more a topdressing material differs from
the existing root zone, the more cultivation is necessary to blend the
two materials. This is done to minimize the effects of layering.
Applying highly organic compost to a mineral based soil brings with it
the risk of layering. If adequate cultivation is not provided, this risk can
become greater with each subsequent application. In this particular sit-
uation more is not necessarily better. An anaerobic organic layer (black
layer) in the soil is a potentially devastating problem on athletic fields

(continued page 18)

September/October 2006
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Topdressing Materials (continued from page 17)

Cultivation in conjunction with topdressing should be accomplished
during times of the year when there is adequate moisture available and
when the turf is actively growing and is in a position to repair itself.
Topdressing materials with high organic matter content such as
straight compost materials should not be applied when there are inad-
equate moisture levels or when there is the potential for drought stress.
These materials have the ability to rob the turf of available moisture
when moisture is in limited supply.

Core aerification is generally the recommended means of cultivation
with any topdressing application. Multiple passes done in different
directions are typically recommended. Again, the intensity of the aeri-
fication procedure is governed by factors such the extent of texture
variation between the topdressing material and the root zone and the
degree of thatch buildup in the area to be topdressed. When root zone
modification or turf renovation is the intent of a topdressing applica-
tion, multiple passes to provide a coring pattern of a maximum distance
between core holes of 2” and at a depth of 2” to 3” is recommended.
The application of topdressing should be accomplished prior to core
aerification. The cores, along with the topdressing should be dragged
into the core holes using a drag mat at the completion of the procedure.
If a more rapid change in the surface conditions is desired, the soil
cores can be removed after aerification; in this case it would be appro-
priate to topdress after soil cores are removed.

Where severe soil structure damage has occurred such as in goal-
mouths, it is sometimes necessary to till the area in an effort to blend

the topdressing material with the damaged soil and create an adequate
seedbed.

Be wary of over-cultivating with the rototiller style of equipment, espe-
cially if the soil is to dry. Rototiller style cultivators can destroy exist-
ing soil structure by pulverizing the soil into a fine grainy (dusty) mate-
rial if over used. As with most soil cultivation procedures, the soil
should be moist enough to hold its shape after being clenched in your
fist but dry enough to crumble if rubbed between your thumb and fore-
finger.

It is not uncommon among sports field managers and contractors alike
to incorporate topdressing into a renovation project. Topdressing can
not only smooth and therefore improve the topography of a field, but
also improve soil seed contact, which is critical to the success of an ath-
letic field renovation.

When topdressing is used properly, it can provide beneficial results,
which in certain situations could not otherwise be achieved as effective-
ly. The cost of these benefits must be justified when compared to all
other available options.

* Jim Hermann is a Certified Sports Field Manager (CSFM);
President, Total Control Inc. - Athletic Field Management and
Consulting; and SFMANJ Board Member

EVERGREEN' Turf Blankets...
trusted around the world!

“Results Outstanding...,
Could Not Believe...”

wrote Damn Daly, Fark Maintenance Supenisor,
Parks & Recr. Dept., Novth Srmilfifield, Al

* Earlier spring green-up * |deal wintes blanket
* Faster seed germination 3 &Tyr.

» Deeper root development  + Best for quick turf repairs
* Delays dormancy in fall  « Available in any size

Want to know more?

CALL TOLL FREE
1-800-387-5808

COVERMASTER

| MASTERS iN THE ART OF SPORTS SURFACE COVERS

COVERMASTER INC., 100 WESTMORE DR. 11-D. REXDALE, ON, M3V 5C3 TEL 416-745-1611 FAX 416-T42-6837

HEMEEFI:

covermaster.com ‘“‘_""""“
F-BL T ANTTLLRNE 000

AR
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TRI STATE ATHLETIC FIELD SERVICES™
PHONE: (201) 760-9700 (NJ)  PHONE: (973) 238-0444 (NJ)
FAX: (201) 760-9791 (NJ)

Visit us at: www.tristateathletic.com

Specializing in Athletic Field Design, Construction and Maintenance

L

OTHER INVESTMENT SERVICES & SUPPLIES

e PROJECT MANAGERS e FIELD GROOMING

e TOPDRESSING e FIELD LINING

e TOPSOIL e FIELD BASES

e CORE AERATION e FIELD MARKING PAINT
e SEED AND SOD e INFIELD CLAY

e CLAY DRYING MATERIAL ¢ WARNING TRACKS

e PORTABLE LIGHT RENTALS e GEESE CONTROL

SYNTHETIC FIELDS INSTALLED & REPAIRED
Licensed, Insured & Bonded
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