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D]RECTOT{S
President... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Eleanora Murfi t t
Washington Twp Parks & Recreation

Vice President..........Jim Hermann, CSFM
TotalControl Inc

Secretary... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Fred Gastenschiold
Storr Tractor Company

Treasurer.. Dean Marzocca
Dean's Lawn & Landscape

DIRECTOT{S

Dr. James Murphy - RutEers University

Dr. Jshn Grande - Rutgers Snyder Research

Bud Perdun - North Brunswick School

Tom Torpey - Township of Monroe Parks

Jeff Cramer - Plainsboro Township DPW

George Van Haasteren CGM - Sports Field
Management Systerns Inc.

Clare Liptak - Rutgers University

Advisor..... ..Dr. Henry Indyk
Turfcon GSI Consultants, Inc.

MISSION STATEMENT
Committed to enhancing the professionalism of

athletic field managers in New Jersey by
improving the safety, playability and appearance
of athletic fields at all levels through seminars,
field days, publications and "networking" with

those in the sports turf industry.

Contact us at:

P.O. Box 370
Annandale, NJ 08801

Web Site - wlt'w.sfmanj.org
E mail- hq@sfmanj.org
Ph/Fax - 908-730-7770

National Organization
Sports Turf Managers Association

Web Site - vvrvw.sportsturfmanager.com
E mail - SportsTMgr@aol.com

Phone - 1-800-366-0391

n'Welcome New & Renewed
M"

Currently we have 281 members. lf you haven't renewed
your membership send in the membership form from this
newsletter or call (908) 730-7770.

Wayne Atkinson Cranford Board of Ed.
Don Babb Washington Twp
Sharon Balkom Montclair State University
Alex Barcheski Perth Amboy, City of
Tom Barton Berkeley Heights, Township of
Robert Beutel Tenafly Borough
Bernard F. Bigley, lll Manasquan Board of Education
Vincent Bono College of Staten lsland
John Bowman EP Henry
James Bradbury Manalapan-Englishtown BOE
Paul Brandon Finch Turf Equipment
Joe Burris Piscataway Township DPW
Dan Callahan Bemards Twp Parks & Recreation
James Campbell New Brunswick, City of
Frank Cannella Jr. Eatontown Borough
Virgil Caputo Monroe Township
Robert Carfagno Cranford Board of Ed.
Harry C Cottrell North Plainfield Board of Ed
John M. Cox Union Township
Kevin Crossley Borough of Ho-Ho-Kus
Mario Cunha Cranford Board of Ed.
Robert Czumbil Ewing Township
Dan Dandrea Buena Regional School District
Leonard M. DeBuck DeBuck's Sod Farm of NY, Inc.
Gregory DeBuck DeBuck's Sod Farm of NY, lnc.
John Doyle JDL Equipment
James Dusenbery Dwight Englewood Schools
Thomas Elder Ewing Township
Thomas Lee Fisher Complete Lawn Service, Inc.
Jay Fulton Monroe Township
Peter Galosi Cinnaminson Board of Ed
Cad F. Ganger Jr. Florham Park Borough
Fred Goble Washington Twp
William Goddard North Plainfield Board of Ed.
Joe Goumiak Crop Produclion
Gene Huntington Duke Farms Foundation
John M. Knapp West Windsor-Plainsboro Reg. SD
Clare S Liptak Rutgers Coop Ext
Tom Mantz Branchburg Township
Ken Mathis Brick Township
Darren McCormack Saint Petefs College
Brian McCormick College of Staten lsland
Brian Meola Washington Twp
John Mujica Cranford Board of Ed.
Eleanora Murfitt Washington Township
Dr. James Murphy Rutgers-Dept. of Plant Science
Richard Oates Ocean County Utilities Authority
Mike Oleykowski Fisher & Son Co., Inc.
Jim Peluso Rumson Borough
Sam Pepe Neptune Board ofEd.
Pedro Perdomo Rutgers University
Judy Policastro lrrigation Association of NJ
Frank Ravaschiere Long Branch, City of
Gerard Redmond Freehold Twp. Board of Education
Rich Resavy Hillsborough Township
Stephen Schlosser North Plainfield Board of Ed.
Michael Shannon Better Materials Corp.

Continued on next page......
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Robert Shortell Student, Cook College
Frederic Sibley Medway, Town of
Bill Siegel Shearer/Penn
Gary Snyder Burlington Twp. Recreation
John Snyder Montgomery Township
Roland Sparling Jefferson Township
Eric Stephens Washington Township
Thomas Stokes Cranford Board of Ed.
Mark Tindall Cinnaminson Board of Ed.
John Toath Cranford Board of Ed.
Tom Torpey Monroe Township
Steven Toth Montville TownshiP
Walter Tucker Ocean City
Dawn Tuttle Bow School District
James Waller Kearny DPW Shade Tree Division
Jay Weisenbach Glen Ridge Borough
Tony Wilcenski Monroe Township
Bil l Wise Rain Bird Corp.
John Zambrano Monmouth University
Steve Zatko Westfield Board of Ed

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS:

F Receive a $10.00 discount on any SFMANJ Field Day
(April, August, October)

F Receive'SFMANJ Update" the official publication of
SFMANJ a bimonthly newsletter.

P Support with your sports field related problems (Watch
for notice on District meetings)

F Receive a 10o/o discount toward any Rutgers turf
related courses. ( Use your membership #)

F Receive a 10o/o discount on any books from Wiley.
(Order from our website)

ts Opportunity to attend the NJ Turfgrass Expo Athletic
Field education classes ( December)

F Ur" the newsletter to announce job openings, sell used
equipment.

"Monthly Field Tip"
NJSIAA Girls Lacrosse Rule Clarification
@ Earry Im6o[eno

Clarification of Rule 3, Section A - The Playing
Area

This year the rule requires a minimum of 13 yards and a
maximum of 20 yards of space behind each goal line,
running the width of the field. This is an increase from the
2002 measurement.

The diagram in the Rule Book is unclear, and questions
have arisen regarding this measurement. The 13 or more
yards should be measured from the goal line, not the back
of the crease.

Continued on next page ......
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sFMANJ MembefShip Reglstration Forrn

*Name

Title

*Address

"clty

*$tate ozip.

Gounty

Fhone

Signature.

lndivEdual".", --..-,-..$35
Associafe,,. ..",,.....".. $35

Arganizationllnstitution. ,-"-.*-..$35
Add ition aI En enz ber frotn taei| ity,...,,,. $2O

Ga ne sme rci a I I Co nt raceo rlven d o rl $ u ppl ie r *. - -. $85
Add it i on aI amecn be r frorn eotrrpany.*,, $25

$tudent,,"".., ............,"51O

*REGIUIRED F!ELDS

$end with Gheek or voucher toc

SFMANJ

P.O. Box 37O

Annandale, NJ O88O{

Count on it.

To>a lan;gaf;u^
A#ltlk f"etl*<,a,tata

For sa/es and design assrsfance, contact:
Stonr Tractor Co. Fhila. Turf Go.
Mike Pastor! Rich Toleno
908-722-9830 267-266-0389
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lf the playing field is not long enough to accommodate 13
yards behind the goal, the goals must be moved closer
together to maintain this space. Please reference Page 8 in
the Rule Book.

Our State Rules lnterpreter, Sue Paige, will contact all
official's chapters. Please advise your grounds crew. a

*Barry lmboden, Superuisor of Buildings & Grounds at
Hunterdon Central High School. He successfully had slit
drainage and inigation installed on his high school football
field in June of 2002.

NATIONAL SFHD
PROFESSIONAL TURF PRODUCTS

Specializing in Quality Grass $eed
To Meet All Your

Turf Performance Sta ndards

Call For a Catalog

1-80C-828-5856
Garrying a full l ine of quality mixtures

especially formulated for:

SPORIS & ATIILETIC FIELDS
LOW MAINTENANEE AREAS

GENERAL GROUNDS
GOI-F, LAWN, RECLAMATION

Technical Agronornic Support
And Custorn Blending Available

srt
ET?C.

Rarndy Rf;der
s$e-a4a-ss4s

Earthworks e Lebanon . Grige Ers$.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Rutgens July 31 - Rutqers Turf Research Field Dav at
the Adelphia Plant Science Research Station in Adelphia,
New Jersey. 732-932-9711 ext. 135 (Sports Field
Managers leam about the research on tuff grasses to
improve your tuff fields).

SFMANJ
August TBA - Equipment Demonstration & Fietl Qay in
Bergen County from B:30am to 3pm. See info on page 1.
Fliers are in the mail. Call 908-730-7770 for more
information.

SFMANJ & RUTGERS PRESENTS
October TBA - Infield rnix Demonstrations and Glasses
at Rutgers Snyder Farm in Pittstown, NJ. Watch for info in
the next newsletter.

NJRPA
M;tT3th - Evesharn Townshlp, Marlton, NJ or
May 14'n - Roxbulry Township, Succasunna, NJ
Professional Aq uatics Safety Sem ina r. Questions, call 7 32-
568-1270.
Playground Safety Gedification Course, for information
call 732-568-1270.

i DID YOU KNOW? rne application of many pre-
I emergent, grassy weed(crabgrass) control products
r will interfere with the germination and development of
I desirable grasses when applied close to the time of
I seeding.

t - - - -

i OIO YOU KNOW? post emergent herbicide i
I applications are most effective when plants are actively i, growing. Ester formulations (oil-soluble) are typically ;
i more effective in cooler weather (below 50') Amine i
I formulations(water-soluble) are more desirable in r
i warmer weather due to less volatility I

_ _ _ _l

Suppliers to the
Sports Turf

Industry

Moyer & Son, Flant Nutrients offers a complete line
of professional sport turf care products to deliver your
quality expectations. Custom blend liquid sport turf
fertilizers, M.O.S.T. organic fertilizers, Moyer Green
Gro granular sport turf fertilizer, exclusive grass seed
and erosion control products. Contact our New Jersey
Turf Consultant.

Doug Gray
Office: (856)256-0773 Cell: (215) 620-1054

Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey May/June 2003 PhlFax 908-730-7770



Storr Tractor Company
Distributors of Quality Turf Care Equipment

Gourrt on it.

Representing the Equipment
that gives Athletes & Sportsfield

Managers alike
the playing surfaces they need
to achieve their Personal Best.

3191 Route 22.Somervi l le,  NJ
908-722-9830
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Wilfred MacDonald is your team when it comes to athletic

field equiprnent. We offer a rvide ariery of equipment

from striping reel and rotary ilo\ryers to athletic field

eonditisnen, line stripers? groolners, top dressers, aerifiers

and more! Our comprehensive li*e of Textron Turf,

Smiihco, Turfco, Naticnal and Vertidrain gives you the

largest variety of turf equipment to chaqse from! Contact

your sales representa{ive today for a demonstration!

. .
i *,;oi*ir q'*rr.rrilfredmacdrrnald-eom

Wilfrnd h{acDcnald. Inc

19 Central Boulsvard

Soirlh Hmkensa*k. r"uj l)7606

888-831 -S89r

Sales Representatives:

Bemie r#hite

Mike Cliftbrd
'firn Ken*'in

Mike Pelrine

"Letter from the Editors"
61 fEfeanora foLurfitt et lim lfermann, CSrfgvI

As co-editors of SFMANJ Update and also both
sports field managers, Eleanora and I feel compelled to
continue to provide our readers with a plethora (l love that
word) of information applicable to the dayto-day activities
involved in sports field management. The challenges in
sports field management bring with them the demand for
commitment, perseverance and knowledge. Much of the
information we provide will by design test the knowledge
and understanding of our readers.

We hope to continue to provide information intended to
help you to develop a proactive and effective sports field
management program. As part of a proactive management
program it is important for the SFM (sports field manager) to
remain up to date and aware of the rules and regulations
affecting the industry.

There is currently state legislation slated to take affect
within the next eighteen months which will govern the way
that many schools and institutions initiate their pest control
strategy both indoors and out. This legislation will mandate
the implementation of IPM (lntegrated Pest Management)
into the system.

IPM necessitates the need for a deeper understanding
of those factors affecting environmentally conscientious pest
control. SFMANJ Update will therefore be providing
information and education concerning those factors.

One such factor affecting the development of an
environmentally sound IPM program is an understanding
of the weather conditions and how day-to-day variations
affect decisions. The following column written by Dr. Joe
Russo and Dennis Watkins will provide the SFM with a
deeper understanding of this decision making tool. A

"lnformation as a Decision-
Making Tool "

Continued on next page......
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b CIr. J oe Rjuso anf (Dennis'lr/atftlru

This is the first in a series of columns in which we
wish to share with readers our knowledge, experience,
and in some cases, our opinions about the scientific and
technical issues that either directly or indirectly impact
sports turf management. Who are we? We are an
agricultural meteorologist and systems scientist (Joe)
and a turfgrass agronomist (Dennis). We have between
us over fifty years of experience in agricultural and turf-
related fields. The information provided in our columns is
aimed at the practitioner of sports turf management and
it will be delivered with an awareness of related
environmental, social, and economic concerns.

In this column, we would like to talk about
information itself. lf correctly understood and
appropriately

Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey May/June 2003



applied, information can be a powerful ally in decision
making. lnformation, like decision making, can be
divided into two types: strategic and tactical. Strategic
information is associated with long-range planning -
typically months ahead of a particular action. Tactical
information is associated with short-range planning -
typically hours or a few days ahead. Strategic
information tends to be general, while tactical is
specific.

The difference between strategic and tactical
information can be best understood with examples. As
everyone knows, weather varies dayto-day and
season-to-season. A maximum temperature for one
day in April in a given year will likely be different from
maximum temperatures observed on the same day in
previous years. lf we average all the maximum
temperatures together, say over a 30-day period, we
can compute a "climatological" value. This
climatological value, referred to by meteorologists as
the "normal" maximum temperature for a given day,
represents a strategic bit of information. That is, "on
average," the maximum temperature on a given day in
a given year should be close to the computed "normal."

Of course, there will be a range of values if years are
considered separately, but a normal maximum
temperature should be representative for a given
day-

A sports turf manager can utilize
climatological data as strategic information for
planning out future, weather-dependent activities. As
weather events become more immediate in a given
season, day-to-day observations and short-term
forecasts can provide tactical information. That is, the
present-day weather conditions and forecasts can be
used to "fine-tune" pre-planned, strategic decisions.
Climatological and weather data are just simple
examples of how strategic and tactical information
can help a sports turf manager become an informed
decision-maker. A

Dr. Joe Russo is presrdent of ZedX, lnc., an
information technology company located in
Bellefonte, PA.
Dennis Watkins is a turfgrass agronomist located in
Lords Valley, PA.

Sft;Hit E*W€atherffi $eruise

Thc Tunf$ite Brsfe$,slanal product
bnsad set af tos[s fon spsrts

* Weather Fore*asts ' Fest PrefllctiCIns . Frost Warnlngs
. Degree Day " lrrlgErtinn " Cu$tCIrn Datfi Sets

Easy-tn-use products arH delivered daily dire*tly tn yonr fax or e-mall,

Ho equlFln*nt Furchase F*lo eCIntrast to slgn

Far rnnre Infonnation, vlslt www.skyblt.comr or call toll-ffee 8ilil-454-326fi.

Ask ahnut CIur trl,,n:weeK free trial on all products.

suite provides y*u wlth a
turf manageFTlent.
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"Rutgers Gorner"
fu cBra[ {Parfu R-utg ers'lJ niv ersitlo

*Note from Dr. James Murphy: lt is a great pleasure to introduce Mr. Brad
Park, the new Sporfs Turf Research and Education Coordinator at Rulgerg
Ihe Sfafe lJniversity of New Jersey. Brad is assisfing spotts turf managers of
New Jersey through education and research to help provide better sports turf
for the citizens of New Jersey.

A little over a year ago, in early March 2002, I was invited to speak at Rutgers
University as part of a turfgrass management symposium. lt was my first trip to
Rutgers and my attendance at the turfgrass symposium and overnight lodging
at the University Inn and Conference Center marked my longest visit to the
State of New Jersey.

On March 3, 2003, I began working at Rutgers University as part of a new
sports turf research and education position. Since then I have given a talk on
Integrated Pest Management for schools and school athletic fields, participated
in the SFMANJ Field Day in Wall Township on April 10tn, been part of the
planning for a Fall 2003 Field Day sponsored by SFMANJ, and have been
actively involved with turfgrass research at Rutgers.

My presentation at Rutgers in March 2002 focused on my Master of Science
research, which I completed while working as a Research Technician for Penn
State University, University Park, PA. My research at Penn State focused on
golf course fairway renovation and control of annual bluegrass using Basamid
Granular, a soil fumigant manufactured by BASF Corporation. I completed my
Master of Science in Agronomy in August 2002.

As a Research Technician at Penn State, I had the privilege of working for Dr.
Pete Landschoot, the Commonwealth's Turfgrass Extension Specialist and the
Pennsylvania counterpart to Rutgers' Dr. James Murphy. In addition to my
fumigant research, I performed research examining different liming sources
and combinations of nonselective herbicides for turfgrass renovation. l'd like to
incorporate my research and interest in nonselective chemistry into developing
strategies for athletic field renovation, including the potential use of Basamid,
for New Jersey.

I have a strong interest and background in turfgrass variety research. While
working at Penn State, I was actively involved in the establishment,
maintenance, and rating of six National Turfgrass Evaluation Program (NTEP)
trials. These tests encompassed evaluations of common turfgrass species
used on athletic fields in New Jersey including: Kentucky bluegrass, perennial
ryegrass, and tall fescue.

The results of on-going turfgrass variety research at Rutgers combined with
examining the impact of wear and traffic on turf varieties and blends serve as
extremely useful information for sports field managers across New Jersey.
The compilation of results from this work and the creation of fact sheets that
can be distributed to sports turf practitioners are very attainable goals for my
role at Rutgers.

I am looking fonrard to working with SFMANJ in the future by helping to
organize Field Days, participating in Field Day demonstrations, contributing to
the newsletter, and playing a role in the Athletic Field program at the annual
New Jersey Turfgrass Association Turf Expo in Atlantic City. A

lf I can be of any assistance, please feel free to contact me at732-932-9711 x
127 ar via email at park@aesop.rutgers.edu

71rE PEoFESS|oIIALS CHOiCE
. .. slNcE 1922

USED BY oVER Im PRo TEAMS,
OVER 600 COLLEGES, PLUS THOUSANDS
OF TOWNS & SCHOOTSWORLDWDE-

SPTCIAL MIXTS FOR INFIELDS,
PITCHER'S IVIOUNDS & HOME PLATE AREAS.

THF REDDER, LESS DUSTY. tvlORE UNIFORM
lNFlElD CONDINONER & ORYIhIG ACTNT

"RED' OR "GREY' FM. INFIE!-DS
"GRE[N' F'O*.TURT

FOR CONSISTENT INFIELD CUSHION
IN WIT OR DRY WEATHER!
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STABILIZEW
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PARTAC PEAT CORFORANffi
KILSEY PARK, GREAT MEADCAruS, NI 07838

TO IMPROVE EXISTING INFIELDS:
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Not in 5 Colm!
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,,SAFETY IS NO ACCIDENT''
Users of power equipment, fertilizers, turf and

ornamental pesticides and work vehicles should always
have safety foremost in their minds. When using these
types of potentially hazardous machines and materials,
carelessness breeds disaster.

You need help planning your safety program, you
say? There are many resources available, especially the
companies that make the equipment and material. For
instance, John Deere has a 16-chapter, comprehensive
guide for contractors who not only want to stay in
compliance with federal safety standards but who also
want to educate and train employees in the proper, safe
use of equipment.

The Outdoor Power Equipment Institute (OPEI) is
another purveyor of safety precautions and reminders.
One of its big safety peeves is the user who doesn't read
the owner's manual before using outdoor power
equipment.

Before turning on the equipment, operators should
read manuals thoroughly and learn critical information, the
OPEI reminds landscape professionals.

Even more important if you're handling
pesticides - is to read and follow directions on the EPA-
approved label.

Here are some other precautions. courtesv of the
OPEI:

Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey

Do not operate a chain saw with one hand or
when you are fatigued.
Use safety footwear, snug-fitting clothing;
protective gloves; and eye, hearing, and head
protective devices. When necessary, use a dust
mask or respirator.
Do no wear loose clothing, scarves, neck
chains, or unconfined long hair.
Use caution when handling fuel. Move the
machine as least 10 feet from the fueling point
before starting the engine.
Do no allow other persons, especially children,
to be near the equipment during start or use.
Keep children, other bystanders and animals out
of the work area.
Do not start using the machine until you have a
clear work area and secure footing.
Keep all parts of your body away from the
equipment when the engine is running.
Carry or transport the equipment with the engine
off.
Do not operate equipment that is damaged,
improperly adjusted, or not completely and
securely assembled.
Keep the handles dry, clean, and free of oil or
fuel mixture:

continued on page 15
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"Rutgers Steps IJP to the Plate"
6y Jiml{ermonn, CSriuI

Rutgers, The State University, has teamed up with
the Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey to
develop infield mix demonstration plots at the Snyder
Research and Extension Farm in Pittstown, New Jersey.
These plots will be introduced at the fall field day, tentatively
scheduled for the month of October

This cooperative project will initially include a
series of 10'X 10'plots intended to provide examples of
the range of infield mixes available to the SFM (sports field
manager), based on both the physical (sand, silt, clay)
analysis and the sieve (particle size) analysis of these
materials.

Based on these criteria, there will be examples of
both acceptable and unacceptable infield mixes, as they
compare to the ASTM Standard Guide for Construction
and Maintenance of Skinned Areas on Sports Fields,
publication F 2107-01.

A number of the plots utilizing infield mixes
determined to be acceptable, will be expanded to
demonstrate the benefits of proper maintenance and the
ramifications of improper maintenance specific to those
mixes. Proper construction principles and technique will
also be demonstrated.

All of the plots will utilize mixes blended specifically
for the intent of the individual plot. lt is not the purpose of
this project to label currently available brand name products
as being "acceptable" or "unacceptable". No brand or trade
names will be used or made reference to in the
demonstrations.

It is the objective of this project to provide the SFM
with the "hands on" experience and education necessary
to formulate his or her own opinion on the quality and
suitability of those products available. The SFM will then
be able to institute a proper maintenance strategy based
on the product selected and the individual needs of his or
her program.

Over the course of time Rutgers anticipates
developing additional demonstrations to cover the
spectrum of alternative materials and procedures available
to the SFM. lf you have questions pertaining to
construction or maintenance procedures or materials used
in conjunction with infields please direct your questions to
SFMANJ, PO Box 370, Annandale, NJ 08801 (mail) 908-
7 30-777 0 (phone) hq@sfmanj.org (e-mail)

We would like to express our appreciation to Geo
Schofield Co. lnc. of Bound Brook, New Jersey, Partac
Peat Corporation of Great Meadows, New Jersey and
Better Materials Corporation (US Sflca) of Woodbine New
Jersey for their continued support of the industry and their
donation of component materials used in the development
of the initial demonstration plots. A

" President of Total Control, Athletic Field Maintenance

Lawn Sprinkler Company
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