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Built on a foundation of trusted relationships, count on The Toro 
Company, Storr Tractor Company, and Turf Equipment and Supply 
Company for exceptional products, services, and support to keep 
your operations and equipment running smoothly.

LOCAL SUPPORT THAT IS SECOND TO NONE.LOCAL SUPPORT THAT IS SECOND TO NONE.

STORR TRACTOR COMPANY TURF EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLY
www.storrtractor.com

908-722-9830
www.turf-equipment.com

800-827-3711



You can always reach 
us at

mail@sfmanj.org

Currently we have 176 new & renewed members. Sports Field 
Managers Association of New Jersey is generating invoices for 2022 
membership dues to all current members. If you did not receive 
an invoice, please contact us at 856.514.3179 or download the 
membership form available at www.sfmanj.org. Mail membership 
dues direct to SFMANJ, PO Box 205, Pennsville, NJ 08070. 

2022 SFMANJ
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS
President, Zachary Holm, CSFM...................... Central Park Conservancy
Vice President, Rich Watson ...........................................Laurel Lawnmower
Secretary, Scott Bills, CSFM ...................................... Sports Field Solutions
Treasurer, Jessica Phillips ..........................................................The Turf Trade

SFMANJ BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Virgil Caputo ............................................ Monroe Twp. Parks Department
Fred Castenschiold .............................................................................SFMANJ
Tim Hamfeldt .................................................................. Township of Morris
Jim Iannetti ............................................................................................SFMANJ
Bernard Luongo  ................................................................................SFMANJ
Matt Olivi ........................................................Dunellen Board of Education
Brad Park ........................................................................... Rutgers University
Craig Tolley ...........................................................County College of Morris

 ADVISORS: 
Sean Connell  ............................................................................. Georgia Golf
Dr. James Murphy ............................................................. Rutgers University
Don Savard, CSFM, CGM ................................................Salesianum School

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Debbie Savard ......................................................................................SFMANJ

MISSION STATEMENT
Committed to enhancing the professionalism of athletic field managers 
by improving the safety, playability and appearance of athletic fields at 
all levels through seminars, field days, publications and networking with 
those in the sports turf industry.

PO Box 205 • Pennsville, NJ 08070
Web site: www.sfmanj.org • Email: mail@sfmanj.org 

Phone: 856-514-3179 / Fax: 856-514-2542
National Organization

Sports Turf Managers Association
www.stma.org

New and Renewed
SFMANJ Members
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Welcome!

Continued on page 8

Daniel Andrus Blair Academy
Kathleen Avitt New Jersey Recreation & Parks Assoc.
Louis Bader Colts Neck Twp.
Anthony Barone Down To Earth Landscaping, Inc.
Kathy Bauer St Augustine Prep School
Gustavo Baxes Colts Neck Twp.
Joseph Bello Geese Chasers
James Betts Tuckahoe Turf Farms, Inc.
Terence Beutel Bergen County Technical Schools
Scott Bills Sports Field Solutions LLC
Frank Botti Monroe Township Parks Department
Steve Bradley Storr Tractor Co
Micheal Brennan County of Union
Gary Brick Mainland Regional High School
Thomas Buffa Upper Freehold Regional School District
Paul Burke Manalapan Twp DPW
Virgil Caputo Monroe Township Parks Department
Mike Carrol Middlesex County Parks
Alex Chappotin County of Union
Patrick Coakley Duraedge Products
Earl Cocchi Twp of Morris Parks & Rec
Ron Coleman Cherry Hill BOE
Sean Connell Georgia Golf Construction, Inc.
Robert Curry Covermaster, Inc.
Gregory DeBuck Debuck's Sod Farm of NY Inc.
Lee DeFreitas Shaw Sports Turf
Steven DeLellis Manalapan Twp DPW
Rick DeLeon Somerset County Park Commission
Michael Disko M. Disko Associates Consulting Engineers
Shane Dooley Delsea Regional School District
Barry Draycott Tech Terra Environmental
Robert Duncan Freehold Twp Recreation
Christopher Eglow Middlesex County Parks
Mark Eicher Somerset County Parks Commission
Keith Ferrugia Borough of Eatontown
Diane Flannery Twp of Burlington Parks and Rec
Bill Foelsch Morris Township
Chris Fox The Landtek Group, Inc.
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High Quality
Bluegrass & Tall Fescue

Sand Sod grown on Hammonton sandy, loam-type soil designed for 
today’s specialized modern athletic fields

Visit us on our web site: www.ttfarms.com
Our completely irrigated 700-acre farm allows production and deliveries to parts of  

Pennsylvania, Delaware, New York and all of New Jersey.
Labor Saving Big Rolls, please call for custom installation prices:

800-222-0591
609-561-7184
Fax 609-561-0296
401 Myrtle Ave. • P.O. Box 148
Hammonton, NJ 08037

Important message from . . .

Bernard Luongo,
Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey (SFMANJ) Past-President  
and 2021 SFMANJ Dr. Henry Indyk Memorial Award Recipient 

Well, hello everyone - For the first time in many years, I was unable 
to attend Green Expo this year. I suppose dollar spot and grubs 
didn’t align themselves in the proper way. 

How surprised I was to receive a phone call from SFMANJ President 
Zack Holm to inform me that I was the recipient of the SFMANJ 
Dr. Henry Indyk Memorial Award for 2021. It really was totally 
unexpected. I was very surprised and I am truly honored. 

I never had the opportunity to meet Dr. Indyk , but his memory 
and teaching efforts are felt throughout SFMANJ and turf industry. 

Editor’s Note: The SFMANJ Henry Indyk Memorial Award was first presented in 2015 and is annually bestowed on an SFMANJ Member who exemplifies Dr. Henry 
Indyk’s contributions and passion for the sports field industry. Dr. Henry Indyk (1921-2005, Professor at Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ) for more than 30 years 
was the consummate Turfgrass Extension Specialist who had an extraordinary interest in serving sports field managers, evidenced by his lead role in creating Sports 
Field Managers Association of New Jersey.

I would like to thank everyone who nominated and voted for me for 
this prestigious award. Again, it is quite an honor to be recognized 
in this manner.

I would like to reflect about the time that I have spent in this 
Association and in the turf industry. It has not only been rewarding 
and educational, but has given me the opportunity to make lifelong 
friends.

In closing, I would like to thank everyone for being a part of my 
adventure. - Bernard

COME AND CONGRADULATE BERNARD AS HE IS PRESENTED HIS AWARD  
at SFMANJ's Spring Field Day, Wednesday, April 20, 2022
SOMERET PATRIOTS' TD BANK BALLPARK

Call 856-514-3179 ot go to www.sfmanj.org for details
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Sports Turf Managers Association (STMA) announces it has rebranded as Sports Field 
Management Association (SFMA), a modern identity that aligns with its membership makeup 
and further positions the association as a champion for all workers in the sports field 
industry. The effort includes an updated logo, tagline, website and vision for the future. 

Since 1981, SFMA has provided members education, information and practical knowledge 
in the art and science of sports field management. Today, more than 2,700 members across 
32 local chapters oversee the fields at professional sports stadiums, universities, colleges, 
schools and parks and recreation facilities. 

Sports Turf Managers Association (STMA) 
Unveils Total Rebrand, Changes Name to

SPORTS FIELD MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION 
(LAWRENCE, Kan.)

Editor’s Note: The following article was a Press Release from January 18, 2022

The decision to rebrand stemmed from a desire to be more inclusive, ensuring everyone in 
the sports field management industry is welcome to take advantage of the benefits SFMA 
provides, regardless of job title. SFMA aspires to lead its membership into a bright future that 
promotes best practices at all levels through education, peer-to-peer learning and leveraging 
technology. Further, the association is devoted to shining a light on the professionalism and 
knowledge its hard-working members bring to the world of athletics. 

This vision is personified by a new logo that depicts an amalgamation of athletic fields with 
SFMA emblazoned in a modern font above, a nod to the fact that members work on a 
variety of field types, including football, baseball, soccer, lacrosse, softball, rugby and more. 
Accompanying the logo is a new tagline, “Where the Game Begins,” highlighting the importance 
of the role the field plays in athletic competitions. “Our association has a wonderful 40-year 

history, so while the decision to change 
was not made lightly we felt it was essential 
in order to grow as an organization and 
continue to best serve our members,” says 
Nick McKenna, CSFM, President of SFMA. 
“Moving forward as SFMA we will further 
strengthen the industry by enhancing 
our members’ skillsets, knowledge and 
professional connections, while promoting 
the importance of sports field workers 
in the eyes of employers and the general 
public.” 

“With this extensive rebrand we wanted 
to address two simple factors, first was 
the realization that the term ‘manager’ 
had over time become too restrictive to 
represent our membership, which is open 
to all involved in sports field management,” 
says Kim Heck, CAE, CEO of STMA. “And 
second, many in the public have begun 
to associate the word ‘turf’ solely with 
artificial surfaces. While our members 
service both natural grass and synthetic 
turf fields, we wanted our name to more 
accurately reflect the profession and 
remove any confusion.” 

All new branding efforts are effective 
immediately and coincide with an 
updated URL for the association at www.
sportsfieldmanagement.org. The refreshed 
logo and tagline will be used moving 
forward on all official communications, 
merchandise and member correspondence.

About SFMA

SFMA is the non-profit, professional 
association for men and women who 
manage sports fields worldwide. Since 1981, 
it has provided education, information and 
practical knowledge in the art and science 
of sports field management. More than 
2,700 members across 32 local chapters 
oversee facilities at schools, colleges and 
universities, parks and recreational facilities, 
and professional sports stadiums. Sports 
include football, baseball, soccer, lacrosse, 
softball, rugby and horse racing.

The Sports Field Management Association (SFMA) Conference and Exhibition was held in Savannah, GA 
during January 17-20, 2022. New Jersey attendees included (pictured, l to r): Scott Bills, CFSM, Sports Field 
Solutions, LLC (Board Secretary, SFMANJ); Tim Hamfeldt, Township of Morris (SFMANJ Board); Brad Park, 
Rutgers University (SFMANJ Board); Zack Holm, CSFM, Central Park Conservancy (President, SFMANJ); and 
Dr. Matt Elmore, Rutgers University.
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Continued on page 13

Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey (SFMANJ) 
received six applications for 2021 Field of the Year. 

The list of entrants included three 60/90 baseball fields, one youth 
baseball field, one multi-purpose field and one lacrosse/soccer field. 
The baseball field entries were from two counties. The multi-purpose 
field and the lacrosse/soccer field were from two school districts. 

The SFMANJ Board of Directors found all the applicants deserving 
but settled on the lacrosse/soccer field entry by Jeff Schofield, 
Grounds Manager for the Cherry Hill Board of Education as the 
2021 Field of the Year. Jeff explained in his application, “Consistency, 
playability, safety and aesthetics are a few of the key words used when 

By Scott Bills, CSFM

describing this field. However, it wasn’t that way when talking about this 
particular field. Any type of precipitation, moisture would have that field 
unplayable. Low areas would fill with water for days and rot the grass. 
The field consisted of 85% Kyllinga which caused numerous issues such 
as haying up when grass cutting, cutting out painted lines weekly and 
creating a level of play that wasn’t consistent or suitable to the sports 
played on the field. Irrigation heads sticking up a couple of inches out 
of the ground as well as washouts around the heads. No aesthetics 
whatsoever. Now 3 years later, we’re finally in a position after hard work, 
experimenting different avenues and utilizing the knowledge of friends 
in the industry over the decades to finally offer what we believed was a 
Field of the Year contestant.” 

Describing the three year history of the field, Jeff offered, “I arrived 
at the district in August 2018 and immediately put this on the top of 
the priority list from a safety and playability standpoint. First, we did a 
complete kill on the field. Second, we replaced all of the irrigation heads 
and installed swing arms since everything was on fixed pipe. Third, we 
removed all the dead growth which help reveal all the low areas and what 
was needed to create a glass-like surface. Forth, we topdressed the areas 
to level the playing field and did a ‘Drill and Fill’ since we sat on a loamy 
soil base that didn’t percolate water. We also replaced all of the valve 
boxes and repaired several breaks in the irrigation main. One unforeseen 
issue resulted after the ‘Drill and Fill.’ We brought up a Poa Annua ‘Annual 
Bluegrass’ seed bank which became evident after removing the turf 
blanket in the spring. Over the last 2 years we have learned to manage 
the live with the Poa by applying a growth regulator in the fall and 2 in 
the spring in order to control the seed heads.”

Additionally, Jeff explained, “Our mowing and daily maintenance program 
consists of cutting 2-3 times a week, bi-weekly painting while adding 
Primo to the paint and rolling the fields from an aesthetic and playability 
standpoint.” Jeff added, “Since we started our field maintenance program 
we have seen a decrease in the water usage and this past year we didn’t 
even turn on the irrigation system. We also installed Hunter wireless 
controllers around our district which help with water management and 
running routine preventive maintenance inspections. Overall, in three 
years, we’ve accomplished more than expected and in our 3-5 year plan 
expect to continue to improve the overall appearance of the complex.”

Field 
of the

Year

Fertilizers/Seed
Plant-Protectants

Soils/Sands

 856-478-6704
Alan Phillips  609-226-9303
Jessica Phillips 609-226-0408

517 Franklinville Road • Mullica Hill, NJ 08062

www.theturftrade.com

Your #1 Turf Supplier
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Simplifying Women’s 
Lacrosse Field Layout
by Don Savard, CSFM, CGM

Let’s face it, marking out a Women’s Lacrosse pitch can be confusing. The rulebook 
describes a field where the units of measurement are expressed in feet and inches, 
yards and meters. There are straight lines, arcs, circles and 45˚ angles as well as hash 
marks that appear to float in space, it is no wonder that many sports field managers 
struggle with the layout, especially the first few times attempted. Here are some 
suggestions that might simplify the process for you.

• Make it easy on yourself, go metric! Most of the measurements are expressed 
in meters, so avoid feet and inches and yards. You will need a double sided tape 
measure with feet on one side and meters on the other. Use the metric side.

• Read the Official 2018-2019 NCAA Rulebook first. Starting on page 11, it has 
diagrams and precisely explains where all of the field marking features are and 
what they are called. You will need to know the size of the area where you will 
site the field. The rules allow some variance on the size of the field, and you will 
need to know in advance the distances where your lines and creases will be 
in relationship to each other. Sketch this out on paper before you start pulling 
string lines.

• Get some spray paint-both white and a colored paint and a wand. The rule 
book suggests the game lines be white or a single contrasting color. I sketch 
out the goal circle, arc, fan and other marks using a paint can and wand with a 
colored paint, usually dark blue (or green or brown) to make “invisible” lines 
and curves. I can paint over the “invisible” lines with white field marking paint 
and the remaining “invisible” markings will blend into the playing surface and 
soon fade (the idea here is, if you make a mistake, it is “invisible”).

• Mark out your rectangular field of play, the 2 restraining lines, the center circle 
and the center line inside the circle

• From the center of each end line, run a string that extends down the middle 
along the length of the field. This will be the “Y” axis. 

• Determine where the crease and the goal line will be located. Run another 
string line parallel to the restraining line and intersecting the Y axis string, this 
will be your “X” axis and where your goal line will be.

X 
A

xi
s

Y Axis

R
es

tr
ai

ni
ng

 L
in

e

Center Circle

12 Meter Fan

8 Meter Arc

Invisible lines are dashe lines

Now, the fun begins!

The goal circle, the 8-Meter Arc and the 12-Meter 
Fan are concentric to each other.

 

1. Start by making the goal circle. From the 
intersection of the strings (X and y axis), 
measure a 2.6 meter radius from the 
intersection of the X and Y axis and paint a 
circle with the colored paint. Then, paint a 1.83 
meter (.92 radius) goal line inside the circle 
along the string line.

2. Next, with the colored paint making (your 
“invisible” lines) mark out the 8-Meter Arc. 
This arc is 8 meters from the edge of the goal 
circle. Measure a 10.6 meter radius from the 
center of the goal circle (8 meter plus 2.6 
meter circle radius). Starting at the X axis 
string line, paint a 180˚ semicircle arc with 
colored paint.

3. Now mark the 12-Meter fan. This fan is an arc 
12 meters from the edge of the goal circle. 
Measure a 14.6 meter radius from the center 
of the goal circle (12 meters plus 2.6 meter 
circle radius). Starting at the X axis string line, 
paint a 180˚ semicircle arc with colored paint.

14.6m

10.6m

2.6m

14.6m

10.6m

4m

2.6m

Continued on page 16
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New and Renewed SFMANJ Members for 2022
Continued from page 3

Michael Frank Old Bridge Twp.
Matthew Geary Hopatcong BOE
Kenneth Gentile Executive Turf Products
Ken Griepentrog Jersey Seed
Bill Griffith Piscataway Twp Board of Education
Kyle Grover Cherry Hill BOE
Joe Guanill Storr Tractor
Guy Gurney Storr Tractor Co
Tim Hamfeldt Twp of Morris Parks & Rec
Tom Hennessy Colts Neck Twp
John Higgins Earthworks
Doug Higgins Ewing Irrigation & Landscape Supply
Kevin Hoban Storr Tractor Co
Gene Huelster Grass Roots Turf Products, Inc.
John Hughes Old Bridge Township
Rob Johnson Fisher & Son Co., Inc.
Rich Kalish Farmside Landscape & Design, Inc.
Leo Kelly Burlington Twp. Recreation Dept.
Jim Kelsey Partac Peat Corp.
Richard Kerr Evesham Twp.
Scott Klein Rancocas Valley Reg. H.s.
William Kraemer Monroe Township Parks Department
Dave Kuczynski Somerset County Park Commission
Frank Lasasso Hammonton Board of Ed
Phil Lavoie Morris Twp. Parks Dept.
Jason Lehmann Barrington BOE
Adam Lieb Springfield
Timothy Lomerson Delsea Regional School District
Joe Lovallo Voorhees Twp.
Christian Lundell Middlesex County Parks and Recreation
Bernard Luongo Individual
Steve Magno Power Place, Inc.
Kevin Manning Twp of Morris Parks and Rec.
Robert Manning Piscataway Twp Board of Education
Joshua Marden Profile Products LLC
Jared Martz Twp of Morris Parks and Rec.
William Mateyka Old Bridge Township
Cris Matos Hammonton Public Schools
Larry Mayerowitz Middlesex County Parks and Recreation
Mark McNamara Point Pleasant Beach BOE
Joseph Mecsey Greenwich Township DPW
Brian Meola Washington Township
Jason Miller Monroe Twp. BOE
Kevin Mitchell Mitchell Products
Dave Mitchell Mitchell Products
Michael Morvay Lakewood Blueclaws
Sean Muirhead Old Bridge Twp.
Brian Myers Tlc Landscape Co.
Alec Nappa County College of Morris
Travis Nesmith Burlington Twp. Recreation Dept
Dick Neufeld Plant Food Company
Kenneth Ortiz City of Perth Amboy
Zach Owen Fisher & Son Company
Mark Ozoroski City of Summit
Tony Pavelec Jersey Soil Blending, LLC
Tom Pepe Plant Food Company
A. Charles Perkins South Jersey Turf Consultants
Chuck Pfluger Berlin Twp. BOE
Ted Platz Plant Food Company

Michael Plut Twp of Morris Parks & Rec
Kevin Ponti Middlesex County Parks
Kevin R. Pratt Delsea Regional School District
Terry Prem Turfware, Inc.
Robert Pritchard Caldwell/West Caldwell BOE
Daniel Purner Somerset Patriots
John Redman Advanced Landscaping Inc
andrew Remm North Brunswick Twp.
Frederic Rivera Borough of Madison
Vince Roccograndi Delaware Valley Spray Service, Inc.
Charles Rogers Plainsboro Township
Scott Rosen Ocean County Utilities
Phillipe Roux Lakewood Twp.
Michael Ryan The Landtek Group, Inc.
Salvatore Salsa City of New Brunswick
Don Savard Salesianum School
David Schell Basf Professional Products
Jeff Schofield Cherry Hill BOE
Michael Shanko Peddie School
Brian Shanley Metuchen BOE
Blair Spencer Twp. of Burlington-Rec Dept
andrew Sperber Red Bull Arena
Charles Steel Lindenwold Board of Education
Brian Stevens Twp. of Burlington-Rec Dept
Victor Stevens Holmdel Township
Cory Stockert Old Bridge Twp.
John Sulinski The Landtek Group, Inc.
Luke Suppa Twp of Morris Parks and Rec.
Ricky Tier City of Long Branch, Parks
Mark Tindall Cinnaminson Board of Ed
Thomas Torpey Individual
Jay Trstensky Delaware Township
Robert Uhrin Piscataway Twp Board of Education
George Van Haasteren Dwight-Englewood School
Rich Vancamp The Lawrenceville School
Howard Viersma The Viersma Companies
Troy von Holdt Toro
Rich Watson Laurel Lawnmower
Ian Williamson Township of Lawrence - DPW
Rick Winter Maple Shade BOE
Bill Wisbeski South Hunterdon Regional High School
Michael Woebse Twp of Morris Parks & Rec
Tom Wolgast The Lawrenceville School
Michael Woolf Burlington Twp. Recreation Dept.
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Covers  
That Make  
the Difference

RAINCOVERS, from our supreme  
lightweight ones right to the classic vinyl 
types, there are models and accessories  
to meet your specific needs. 

TARPMATE™ AIR roller is a revolutionary 
storage and handling system for field  
covers. 2-3 people can roll out or roll up a 
100’ wide cover.

An INFLATABLE FIELD COVER allows 
for ongoing field maintenance during  
inclement and extreme cold weather. 

FOOTBALL FIELD COVERS are made of  
superior strength material, providing  
protection from rain or snow.

Our lightweight EVERGREEN™Turf Covers produce a 
greenhouse type effect that allows your turf to breathe 

and retain the right amount of heat and moisture. 

100 Westmore Dr., 11D, Rexdale, ON M9V 5C3 
3909 Witmer Rd., Niagara Falls, NY 14305 
1-800-387-5808 
Tel: +1-416-745-1811 • Fax: +1-416-742-6837 
www.covermaster.com • info@covermaster.com

MASTER 
BRANDING 

V3171a NJ SprtsFld EG 2022.qxp  2022-01-19  11:25 AM  Page 1
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Wednesday, April 4, 2018
New York Red Bulls and the New York Jets Training Facilities

A LOOK A LOOK 
BACKBACK April 17, 2019 - Rutgers Athletic FacilityApril 17, 2019 - Rutgers Athletic Facility
Photos by Debbie Savard

Congratulations! SFMANJ Scholarship 
presented to A.J. Nappa by SFMANJ 

President, Bernard Luongo

Trade Show and Education

The Vendors

The Venue

SFMANJ Spring Field DaySFMANJ Spring Field Day

SEE YOU AT 
THIS YEAR'S EVENT
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Photo by Fred Castenschiold ➞

 

 

 

It’s Time to Get Back to It! 
The Viersma Companies is dedicated to 
servicing athletic fields from offering simple 
tune-ups to full field reconstruction.  
Although last year presented additional 
challenges, we were able to complete projects 
for both existing and new clients.  These tune-
ups, renovations and reconstruction projects 
included amending existing topsoil, drainage 
installation, built-up lip removal, laser 
grading and installing infield mix, as well as, 
sodding renovation projects and entire 
athletic fields.  As we look forward to a great 
2021 season, let us know if we can assist you 
in any way.  

The Viersma 
Companies 

908-852-0552 

www.viersma.com 

mail@viersma.com 

 

 

Before 

After 

After 
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SFMANJ Field of the Year Contest 2022SFMANJ Field of the Year Contest 2022
AWARDS: 
The winners will be honored with a plaque at the New Jersey 
Turfgrass and Landscape Conference & Expo in December 2022 
and will be featured in an article in SFMANJ’s Update newsletter.

The first place winner will also receive a one night stay 
at the Borgata, Atlantic City and free registration to 
education courses and trade show at Expo 2022. 

SUBMITTING YOUR ENTRY:
• All entries are to be submitted by mail or e-mail and must be 

received by October 15, 2022.
• Entries are limited to 10 color photos. Please include the 

name, location and owner of the facility, along with your 
name, position, and contact number.

Mail Entries to:
SFMANJ F.O.Y. Contest

P.O. Box 205, Pennsville, NJ 08070
 OR E-mail to: Call for more info:
 mail@sfmanj.org 856-514-3179

website: sfmanj.org / e-mail: mail@sfmanj.org
Photos will not be returned and may be used on SFMANJ website and promotional settings

ELIGIBILITY:
• Must be a current member of SFMANJ
• Only school and parks/recreation fields are eligible
• Must be a natural grass field/fields

PLEASE TELL US ABOUT:
• Playability and appearance of the playing surfaces
• Your maintenance program and what you did to improve 

your field
• Your yearly budget for this field

Sports groups may be used in your photos

2021 WINNER
Cherry Hill Board of Education

Lacrosse/Soccer 
Field

Jeff Schofield, Grounds Manager



Update Spring 2022  13

Continued from page 6

Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey Board of Directors 
would like to congratulate Jeff, his staff and the Cherry Hill Board of 
Education for their hard work improving the lacrosse/soccer field 
at the Barbara Richtermann Complex and being selected as the 
2021 Field of the Year.

The two runners-up in 2021include the Youth Baseball Field #4 at 
Mountainview Park by Rick DeLeon, Foreman/Head Groundskeeper 
for The Somerset County Parks Commission and the Multi-purpose 
Field at Allentown High School by Tom Buffa, Director of Buildings 
and Grounds for the The Upper Freehold Regional School District. 

Rick provided an overview of Mountain View Park and described 
it as a sprawling 400 acre Somerset County Park Commission 
property in Hillsborough, NJ that opened in the Spring of 2017. It 
has 6 natural grass baseball fields, one Challenger Field (soft surface/
handicap accessible), two Playgrounds, approximately 3 miles of 
paved trails for biking or walking that weave in and out of several 
beautiful, wild growing meadows. The stunning Sourland Mountains 
serve as a backdrop.

Mountain View Park was built on the old grounds of the GSA Belle 
Meade Armed Forces Depot. Built in 1942 by the government 
during World War II, it was the nations largest military supply depot 
housing over $1.2 billion ($16 billion today) in armed services 
supplies, weapons, ammunition and construction supplies. At the 
time the depot created over 2,500 jobs.

The fields are home to the Hillsborough Youth Baseball League 
throughout the year. We also host 12-15 tournaments per year 
along with other outside permits when the fields are available. We 
estimate that we host approximately 800-1000 games per year. We 
have had teams from Maryland to Massachusetts play here along 
with most of the other Northeastern states.

We have a dedicated full-time staff of 4 that take care of the fields 
and the rest of the park property.

So with that said, we are very proud to submit Mountain View Park 
Field #4 as our entry for Field of the Year.”

Regarding maintenance, Rick explained, “Our maintenance program 
is very fluid each year. We have to adapt to weather, disease, plus wear 
and tear. However, our daily grooming and field care remains the same 
every day. Cleaning edges, mowing, nail dragging, leveling, raking, edging, 
mound and batter’s box repair and infield grooming are many of the 
jobs that get done on a daily basis. Depending on the year and weather, 
the approximate budget for Field #4 is between $4,500-5,000. This 
includes fertilization, pesticides, fungicides, irrigation, field materials and 
any projects.” Rick stated, improvements to the field since it was first 
constructed, include “replacing the original infield mix, building a 6’ 
warning track around the whole field and adding quick connect couplers 
behind 1st base, 3rd base and the pitcher’s mound. ”

The second Field of the Year Runner-Up was the entry by Thomas 
Buffa, Director of Building and Grounds for the Upper Freehold 
Regional School District and the multi-purpose field at Allentown 
High School. Thomas explained, “The playability over the past year has 
increased dramatically. This is attributed to proper aeration, proper field 
scheduling of events, upgrades to the irrigation, and working with turf 
professionals.” Thomas also stated, “A year ago, we installed an artificial 
turf field in our main stadium. The addition of this field has allowed for 
increased playability during and after inclement weather and flexibility for 
use by multiple sports. Adding the artificial turf field has also enabled us 
to rest our natural grass fields on a more scheduled and frequent basis. 
The design of the field was a collaboration between the administration, 
coaches and student athletes.” Tom went on to offer the budget on 
the natural grass field went from $18,000 during the 20/21 school 
year to $55,000 for the 21/22 school year, and the budget for the 
synthetic field is $5,000.00.

Regarding the maintenance program, Tom added, “Over the past 
year we have put in place an aggressive natural turf management 
plan which consists of soil testing, proper fertilization/soil nutrients, 
proper weed control and frequent aeration. In addition, we have 
our fields scheduled for intermittent rests both in season and 
off season. With all of the measures in place, we have seen a 
tremendous improvement in the playability of our fields and the 
overall safety of our student athletes. Lastly, our fields have gone 
from being a total eyesore to being a showplace for our high school 
campus and a source of pride for our coaches and athletes.”

2021 Field of the Year 

Continued on page 15
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GEORGIA GOLF  
CONSTRUCTION, INC

Infield laser grading
Native soil athletic field construction

Synthetic field base construction
Design, build and consulting

Pitchers mound building
Sodding and seeding

Aerification
Infield mix, amendments, mound clay, bricks

athletic field, golf and sports fields

Georgia Golf Construction, Inc. 
1441 Route 50, Woodbine, NJ 08270

www.georgia golfconstruction.com • 404-216-4445

NATIONAL SEED
PROFESSIONAL TURF PRODUCTS

Specializing in Quality Grass Seed  
to Meet All Your  

Turf Performance Standards
Call for a Catalog

800-828-5856
Carrying a full line of quality mixtures 

especially formulated for:
SPORTS AND ATHLETIC FIELDS

LOW MAINTENANCE AREAS
GENERAL GROUNDS

GOLF, LAWN AND RECLAMATION

Technical Agronomic Support and 
Custom Blending Available

 JERSEY SEED

2017 SFMANJ Spring Field Day 
Wednesday, April 19, 2017 • Harold Docherty Memorial Park, Hillsborough, NJ

Photo  
Recap:
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Continued from page 13

Visit our new web site:
www.sfmanj.org

Here you can check your membership status, register 
for events, take out ads in Update, and find out the  

latest information regarding SFMANJ

The other deserving entrants were from two previous Field 
of the Year winners:

• The Middlesex County Park Commission, 
Raritan Bay Waterfront Park Field #3 by 
Larry Mayerowitz, General Supervisor and 

• The Somerset County Park Commission, 
Torpey Athletic Complex by David Kuczynski,  
Senior Athletic Field Specialist. 

The last entry was from:

• The Middlesex County Vocational and Technical Schools, 
Piscataway Vo-Tech Baseball Field by Michael Morvay, 
Head Grounds Foreman.

All entrants should be proud of their accomplishments and 
continued efforts to not only improve their own fields, but to 
be an example of what it takes to be a ‘Professional Sports 
Field Manager.’

The SFMANJ Field of the Year program recognizes the 
efforts of member sports turf managers throughout New 
Jersey. Applications for the 2022 Field of the Year are due by 
the end of September 2022 and are awarded at the NJ Green 
Expo in Atlantic City, NJ in early December. In addition to a 
plaque, the winner will receive a complimentary registration 
to all education sessions, the two-day trade show, dinner, and 
one nights lodging at the Borgata. 

If you have any further questions regarding the program, 
please feel free to contact the SFMANJ office.

Scott Bills, CSFM is a Certified Sports Field Manager; President, Sports Field 
Solutions, LLC; SFMANJ Board Secretary; and SFMANJ Public Relations 

Committee Chairman

2021 Field of the Year

A simple entry form for Field of the Year 
can be found on our website. 

Consider submitting your field for the 

2022 FIELD OF THE YEAR

A message from

Kim Heck,
Sports Field Management Association 
(SFMA), Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 

Editor’s note: This message was dated February 2, 2022 and was sent via 
email to all SFMA Members

Dear SFMA Members,

I hope this letter finds you well. While it has been my 
honor and privilege to serve the association for the 
past 18 years, I recently made the difficult decision 
to step down as CEO, effective June 1.

I am incredibly proud of what I’ve accomplished 
during my tenure and the legacy I leave behind. 
Above all, I’m honored to have worked with so many 
talented and passionate people in this incredible 
industry.

Seeing the unveiling of our new brand at the annual 
conference in Savannah and the enthusiasm that 
surrounded it, I’m excited to have been part of the 
evolution of SFMA and know that I’m leaving the 
association in very capable hands.

The board will soon implement a nationwide search 
for the next CEO and further information will be 
communicated to you shortly. If you have any 
questions, please contact me or President James 
Bergdoll, CSFM. I will continue to serve in my current 
capacity through June 1 or until a replacement has 
been named.

Thank you for so many wonderful years. I wish all 
the best for you in the future.

Sincerely yours,

Kim Heck, CAE, CEO

SPRING FIELD DAY AGENDA  
on Page 17

REGISTRATION FORM  
on Page 18
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Dont forget to enter the Dont forget to enter the 

SFMANJ Field of the Year SFMANJ Field of the Year 
ContestContest

You Can always 
Call the office At

856-514-3179
with any 

questions

2022 
Calendar of 

Events
SFMANJ Spring Field Day – 2022

April 20, 2022
TD Bank Ballpark

Bridgewater, NJ
856.514.3179

www.sfmanj.org

Rutgers Turf Research Golf Classic
May 2, 2022 
Fiddler’s Elbow Country Club
Bedminster, NJ
973.812.6467
www.njturfgrass.org

Rutgers Turfgrass Research Field Days
Golf & Fine Turf

July 26, 2022
Rutgers Hort Farm No. 2

North Brunswick, NJ
Lawn, Landscape, and Sports Turf 

Includes SFMANJ-sponsored Trade Show &
Equipment Demonstrations 

July 27, 2022
Rutgers Adelphia Research Farm

Freehold, NJ
973.812.6467

www.njturfgrass.org

New Jersey Green Expo Turf & Landscape 
Conference
December 6-8, 2022
Borgata Hotel & Casino
Atlantic City, NJ
973.812.6467
www.njturfgrass.org

Continued from page 7

Simplifying Women’s 
Lacrosse Field 
Layout

4. With the circles and curved lines in place, mark out the “legs” 
of the arc. Starting at the top of the goal circle where the Y axis 
string intersects, run a new string line through the intersection 
of the goal circle and the X axis string and continue to the 
8-Meter semicircle. Pull the string tight and paint a straight line 
(using the colored paint) from the semicircle back to the goal 
circle. Do not paint inside the goal circle. Repeat this on the 
other side from the goal circle to the semicircle.

5. Hash marks are next. Where the Y axis string line intersects 
the 8 meter fan semicircle, make a 30 centimeter hash mark 
perpendicular to the curvature of the semicircle. Repeat this 
on either side of this hash mark. The other hash marks will be 
measured 4, 8 and 12 meters respectively from either side of 
the center hash mark along the semicircle. Two additional 30.5 
centimeter hash marks will be made 8 meters from the goal 
circle, perpendicular to the goal line extended. Two small circles 
("dots") 15 centimeters in diameter must be added to the field 
behind each goal. The circles shall mirror each other 4.57 
meters straight back from the hash marks behind the crease. 

6. Repeat this for the goal crease on the opposite side of the field. 
Paint over the invisible lines with the game lines in white or 
other contrasting color.

Don Savard, CSFM, CGM is a Certified Sports Field Manager (CSFM);  
Certified Grounds Manager (CGM), Sports Turf Manager, Salesianum School, 

Wilmington Delaware; Past-President, SFMANJ; and current  
Advisor to the SFMANJ Board of Directors

WE’VE SUPPLIED PRODUCTS TO EVERY MLB TEAM, 
MOST MINOR LEAGUE & COLLEGE TEAMS,

AND THOUSANDS OF TOWNS  & SCHOOLS WORLDWIDE!

THE STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE FOR
INFIELD MIXES, MOUND CLAYS & RED WARNING TRACKS

OVER 5,000 INFIELD & SPORTS PRODUCTS

STATE APPROVED CO-OP PRICING
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Run Away Day
It’s always nice leaving work with a plan in place to administer
But overnight and before the day starts it somehow turns sinister.

Not on purpose mostly so just a turn of an event
Wondering if anything could have been done to possible prevent.

Morning has come list in-hand what could possibly go wrong
Whistling as you go from a long ago mind song

The clock moves ahead and it’s not too long when you come to 
realize 
That this is going to be a long one with more than one surprise.

The first hint of trouble the radio blares I need for you to call!
There seems to be a puddle in the middle of the hall.

Take two of you up on the roof and clean out a drain or two
and while you’re at it send one in another called out with the flu.

One is left to carry on the tasks of the day
Hop on a zero turn and off your merry way.

The radio beckons: We have a problem the zero spit a bearing
Our special Monday morning has turned into a red herring.

The two from the roof are back in play just in time for break
Awards ceremony from the night before; at least there was leftover 
cake.

The day finally starts at ten a.m. and fields need to be groomed
Looks like a lake between second and third that’s going to have to 
be broomed.

Two to do the above one to line the field
The one that’s left will have to mow hopefully not bag the yield.

With one thing off the list things are looking pretty grim
Completion of the tasks are looking pretty slim.

A few hours left to get something done to claim a minor feat
Keeping in mind the crew’s not a mule not something for you to 
beat!

Once again the radio crackles hey we need you again!
We need a set-up inside - looks like ten rows of ten.

We gave it our best effort if I must say
Trying to put a lasso on this runaway day. 

What a foolish thought thinking the time of day was your own
when in plain sight it was someone else’s for you only on loan.

At the end of the day, list in hand, a smile not all glad
It’s only Monday - We’ll just add three cause two out of five ain’t 
bad.

Bernard Luongo is a retired sports turf manager, past-President, SFMANJ, 
current member of the SFMANJ Board of Directors, and 2021 recipient of the 

SFMANJ Henry Indyk Award. 
Dennis DeSanctis, Sr. 732-241-7378
Dennis DeSanctis, Jr. 732-580-5516

DoubleDTurf.com

CORE AERATION
DEEP TINE

VERTI-QUAKE
VERTI-CUTTING
TOPDRESSING

SEEDING
Services for Athletic Fields

SFMANJ Spring Field Day - 2022 
Wednesday, April 20, 2022

TD Bank Ballpark, Bridgewater, NJ
Home of the Somerset Patriots  

New York Yankees Double-A Affiliate 
Host: Dan Purner, Head Groundskeeper

 7:00 AM  Vendors may arrive and set-up  

 7:30  -  9:00 AM  Attendee registration and Trade Show 

 9:00  -  9:15 AM Introductions: Vendor pass-the-mic,  
Dan Purner, and SFMANJ Board of Directors

 9:15 - 9:45 AM Facility overview and Hurricane Ida impacts  
Dan Purner, Somerset Patriots

 9:45 - 10:30 AM  Maintaining a pitcher’s mound to meet MLB 
specifications 
Dan Purner and Somerset Patriots Crew 

10:30  - 11:15 AM Baseball infield measurements and specifications 
Scott Bills, CSFM and Dan Purner, Somerset Patriots

11:15  - 12:00 PM  Baseball skin surface management at TD Bank 
Ballpark 
Dan Purner, Somerset Patriots

12:00  - 12:30 PM Turf management and fertilization 
Dr. James Murphy, Rutgers University and Dan 
Purner, Somerset Patriots 

 12:30 -  1:00 PM  Spring weed control strategies 
Dr. Matt Elmore, Rutgers University

1:00 PM  Adjourn, credits, lunch to go  
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Open to Members and Non-Members
WEDNESDAY, April 20, 2022

RAIN OR SHINE
TD BANK BALLPARK - HOME OF THE SOMERSET PATRIOTS

860 E Main St, Bridgewater, NJ 08807
Host: Dan Purner, Head Groundskeeper 

NO CHARGE to members or non-members

Registration Ends April 13, 2022
MUST Register By April 13 To Be Guaranteed 

a Lunch- NO WALK-INS 

Name

Title

Employer

Address

City

County

State                       ZIP Code

Daytime Phone

Fax

E-mail Address (Please include either work or home e-mail address)

You may copy form for other attendees

You may also register on line at  
www.sfmanj.org

If you are a Vendor,
and would like to participate, please call  

856-514-3179  
for more information and registration form or 

go to www.sfmanj.org

SFMANJ SPRING FIELD DAY

SFMANJ Spring Field Day 
Registration Form

Hope to See You There

INFORMATION
See and hear about TD Bank Ball Park from its head groundskeeper, 
Dan Purner and his crew. Learn how professional baseball sports 
field managers tackle major problems such as Hurricane Ida, field 
specifications and weed control then apply these to your own fields.
Open to members as well as non-members at no charge! Coffee, 
lunch and credits provided. Take a chance on our 50/50 drawing and 
door prizes!

COME AND ENJOY:
Complimentary Coffee Provided at Registration

Complimentary Lunch
Trade Show

Learn What Goes Into Managing a  
Minor League Baseball Field!

CREDITS!

SOME TOPICS COVERED:
DEALING WITH THE AFTERMATH OF HURRICANE IDA

MAINTAINING A PITCHER'S MOUND
BASEBALL SKIN SURFACE MANAGEMENT

FERTILIZATION
WEED CONTROL STRATEGIES

This form may be copied for additional registration to the event
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Support our Advertisers!Support our Advertisers!
A DIVISION OF HUMPHRYS

Promote your team’s brand on any athletic surface  
with our TuffPrint printing process. Inspire your team and fans.

800.445.6680   |   sales@coversports.com   |   coversports.com
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P.O. Box 205
Pennsville, NJ 08070

Or Current Occupant

One Team, 
Many Solutions

Your full line vendor 
for Commercial 

Mowing Equipment 
and Irrigation.

www.turf-equipment.com
800.827.3711


