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Visit our web site:

www.sfmanj.org

Currently we have 199 new & renewed members for 2021. Sports 
Field Managers Association of New Jersey has mailed invoices for 
2020 membership dues to all current members. If you did not 
receive an invoice, please register on our website, www.sfmanj.
org. Contact us at 856.514.3179 with any questions. Checks can be 
mailed to SFMANJ, PO Box 205, Pennsville, NJ 08070.  

2021 SFMANJ
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS
President, Zachary Holm, CSFM...................................New York Red Bulls
Vice President, Rich Watson............................................Laurel Lawnmower
Secretary, Scott Bills, CSFM....................................... Sports Field Solutions
Treasurer, Jessica Phillips...........................................................The Turf Trade

SFMANJ BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Virgil Caputo............................................. Monroe Twp. Parks Department
Fred Castenschiold.................................................. Storr Tractor Company
Tim Hamfeldt.............................................................................Twp. of Morris
Jim Iannetti............................................Middlesex Boro Parks Department
Bernard Luongo  .................................................................................SFMANJ
Matt Olivi.........................................................Dunellen Board of Education
Brad Park............................................................................ Rutgers University
Craig Tolley............................................................County College of Morris

 ADVISORS: 
Sean Connell  .............................................................................. Georgia Golf
Dr. James Murphy.............................................................. Rutgers University
Don Savard, CSFM, CGM.................................................Salesianum School

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Debbie Savard.......................................................................................SFMANJ

MISSION STATEMENT
Committed to enhancing the professionalism of athletic field managers 
by improving the safety, playability and appearance of athletic fields at 
all levels through seminars, field days, publications and networking with 
those in the sports turf industry.

PO Box 205 • Pennsville, NJ 08070
Web site: www.sfmanj.org • Email: mail@sfmanj.org 

Phone: 856-514-3179 / Fax: 856-514-2542
National Organization

Sports Turf Managers Association
www.stma.org

New and Renewed
SFMANJ Members
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This newsletter is the official quarterly publication of the 
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SFMANJ does not necessarily support the opinions of those reflected in the following articles.

Welcome!

Terence  Beutel	 Bergen County Technical Schools
Robert  Blake	 NY Giants
Frank  Botti	 Monroe Township Parks Department
Virgil  Caputo	 Monroe Township Parks Department
Mike  Carrol	 Middlesex County Parks
Earl  Cocchi	 Twp of Morris Parks & Rec
Robert  Duncan	 Freehold Twp Recreation
Christopher  Eglow	 Middlesex County Parks
Justin  Ferrarella	 Sussex County Miners
Bill  Foelsch	 Morris Township
Michael  Frank	 Old Bridge Twp.
Matthew  Geary	 Hopatcong BOE
Tim  Hamfeldt	 Twp of Morris Parks & Rec
John  Higgins	 Earthworks
Blake  Hoerr	 New York Jets
Blake  Hoerr	 New York Jets
John  Hughes	 Old Bridge Township
Jim  Kelsey	 Partac Peat Corp.
William  Kraemer	 Monroe Township Parks Department
Phil  Lavoie	 Morris Twp. Parks Dept.
Jason  Lehmann	 Barrington BOE
Christian  Lundell	 Middlesex County Parks and Recreation
Kevin  Manning	 Twp of Morris Parks and Rec.
Jared  Martz	 Twp of Morris Parks and Rec.
William  Mateyka	 Old Bridge Township
Larry  Mayerowitz	 Middlesex County Parks and Recreation
Sean  Muirhead	 Old Bridge Twp.
Mark  Ozoroski	 City of Summit
Michael  Piccitto	 Twp of Roxbury
Michael  Plut	 Twp of Morris Parks & Rec
Kevin  Ponti	 Midlesex County Parks
Frederick  Rivera	 Borough of Madison
Cory  Stockert	 Old Bridge Twp.
Luke  Suppa	 Twp. of Morris Parks And Rec.
Ricky Tier	 City of Long Branch, Parks
Heath Traver	 Rain Bird Corporation
Chris Tufano	 Township of Freehold
Michael Woebse	 Twp. of Morris Parks & Rec



4  	 Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey

High Quality
Bluegrass & Tall Fescue

Sand Sod grown on Hammonton sandy, loam-type soil designed for 
today’s specialized modern athletic fields

Visit us on our web site: www.ttfarms.com
Our completely irrigated 700-acre farm allows production and deliveries to parts of  

Pennsylvania, Delaware, New York and all of New Jersey.
Labor Saving Big Rolls, please call for custom installation prices:

800-222-0591
609-561-7184
Fax 609-561-0296
401 Myrtle Ave. • P.O. Box 148
Hammonton, NJ 08037

Message from the SFMANJ President: 

THANK YOU!
By Zach Holm, CSFM

Dear SFMANJ Members:
On behalf of the entire Board, I wanted to say, “Thank you”.  
Thank you for everything you do to promote our industry and to your commitment to SFMANJ.  We all understand that last year was a difficult year 
for all and we were disappointed to not see you in person.  
As the pandemic continues to get better we look forward to seeing everyone throughout the year this year.  Thank you to the members that attended 
the Spring Field Day. I thought it was a great event and was great to be able to host a field day again.  A very special thank you goes to Allen Carter, 
James Betts and everyone at Tuckahoe Turf Farms for hosting the event.
I hope to see everyone at the Rutgers Summer Field Day and SFMANJ’s Fall Field Day later this year. Thank you!

Zack Holm, is a Certified Sports Field Manager (CSFM); Turf Manager, Central Park Conservancy; SFMANJ President

STMA BMP Document Update .... Page 6

SFMANJ Sponsored Trade Show  
at the Rugers Lawn, Landscape And Sports Turf Field Day

Wednesday, July 28, 2021
Attendees register at www.NJTA.org * Vendors register at www.sfmanj.org

By Brad Park, Rutgers University
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WARNING!! 
If you are not getting email from SFMANJ, please check your  

SPAM FOLDER
As a non-profit, we are trying to keep our costs down, including mailing information to 

members. If we don't have your email address, please give it to us!
Visit our new web site:

www.sfmanj.org 
Or call the office at 856-514-3179

The New Jersey Turfgrass Association 
(NJTA), Sports Field Managers 
Association of New Jersey (SFMANJ), 
and Rutgers University will once again 
join forces to hold the Rutgers Lawn, 
Landscape, and Sports Turf Field Day ... 
in person for 2021! Due to major road 
improvements immediately outside the Adelphia Research Farm, 
this year’s event will be held at Rutgers Hort. Farm No. 2, North 
Brunswick, NJ on Wednesday, July 28, 2021. 

A table top trade show will be sponsored and administered by 
SFMANJ and is open to all vendors who sell products and services 
to the Green Industry. Coffee, bagels, Danish pastries, etc. will be 
served during the trade show. The trade show provides a great 
opportunity for attendees to network with other Green Industry 
professionals and examine the latest product offerings from 
Industry-supporting vendors. NOTE: There will be no equipment 
demonstrations as part of the Lawn, Landscape and Sports Turf 
Field Day at Hort. Farm II in 2021. 

After opening remarks from Rutgers University representatives, the 
education portion of the program will begin at 9:00 am. Groups will 
rotate between three 17-minute tour stops per hour. Each stop will 
consist of turfgrass education. There will be four 3-stop rotations 
between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm.

Rutgers Hort. Farm No. 2 is home to golf and sports turf focused 
research conducted by the Rutgers Center for Turfgrass Science. 
Attendees will have the opportunity to hear Rutgers Turf Center 
faculty and staff describe turfgrass field trials examining turfgrass 
variety performance under traffic stresses, minimum inputs, and 
new varieties and experimental selections of the major cool-season 
turfgrass species. 

SAVE THE DATE!
 Wednesday, July 28, 2021

RUTGERS LRUTGERS LAWN, LANDSCAPE AWN, LANDSCAPE 
AND SPORTS TURF FIELD DAYAND SPORTS TURF FIELD DAY

Including SFMANJ-Sponsored Trade ShowIncluding SFMANJ-Sponsored Trade Show
NOTE LOCATION FOR 2021 - Rutgers Hort. Farm No. 2, North Brunswick, NJ

By Brad Park, Rutgers University

Turfgrass fungicide and herbicide trials 
are annually conducted by Rutgers 
Faculty at Hort. Farm No. 2 and will 
be included as educational tour stops. 
Stark contrasts between effective and 
ineffective treatments are often visually 
apparent in these trials providing 

attendees with useful information on product selection, application 
timings, and application rates.           

Following the turfgrass education, a fine lunch will be served to all 
of those in attendance. The trade show will also be open during 
this time. Following lunch, New Jersey DEP pesticide recertification 
credits, and credits from neighboring states per approval, will be 
available to attendees.    

See you in-person on July 28!

Please note the following:  

Attendees may register online by visiting: 
 the NJTA website: www.njturfgrass.org;  
(o) 973.812.6467;  
(email) execdirector@njturfgrass.org

Those vendors interested in reserving a table top for the trade 
show are encouraged to contact SFMANJ for more information 
and appropriate paperwork  
(website) www.sfmanj.org;  
(o) 856.514.3179;  
(email) mail@sfmanj.org

Brad Park is Sports Turf Research & Education Coordinator, Rutgers University; 
Editor, SFMANJ Update newsletter; and a member of the  

SFMANJ Board of Directors since 2003.                      

    

By Brad Park, Rutgers University
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As you may have seen, Sports Turf Managers Association (STMA) 
released its Best Management Practices (BMP) for the Sports Field 
Manager on April 22, 2021.  This resource is available at no-charge 
to Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey members 
through the STMA website. The 100+ page document is intended 
to service as a national template and comprehensive compilation 
of environmental best practices for the sports field manager.

Sports Turf Managers Association recognized the need for such 
a document and formed a task force in 2019, including hiring 
a consultant, Stacey Kingsbury, to write the document.  The 
task force met for the first time at the STMA Conference in 
2020.  The BMP task force consisted of STMA members from all 
over the country representing different sectors of the industry. 
The document focuses on the sports field manager profession 
and our environmental stewardship practices. Chapters in 
the BMP document include: Planning, design and construction, 
Turfgrass Establishment, cultural practices including mowing, 
nutrient management, irrigation, cultivation and IPM, pesticide 
Management, sustainable landscaping, synthetic turf, maintenance 
operations and emergency preparedness.

The process of creating the document involved each chapter 
being divided into a subcommittee for initial drafting of that 
chapter.  Each subcommittee met two or three times to discuss 
the chapter content.  The documents was then reviewed by the 
entire task force and edits were compiled, discussed, and changed 
if necessary.  Once the task force finished their edits of the 
document it was reviewed by other industry leaders for a fresh 
perspective.  

A key area of focus in the document was providing safe playing 
surfaces for all sectors and level of play while promotion 
environmental stewardship, particularly water conservation and 
the opportunity to reduce other turfgrass management inputs. 
The intent was always to provide a positive professional focus 
to the role of the sports field manager and the BMP document.  
STMA also expects this document potentially will be viewed 
by administration, athletic directors, legislators, and town 
constituents and show the importance and need of a sports turf 
manager.

I would like to thank SFMANJ board members Brad Park and 
Scott Bills for their role in reviewing the document.  If anyone 
has any questions about the document, please do not hesitate to 
contact me.

Zack Holm, is a Certified Sports Field Manager (CSFM);  
Turf Manager, Central Park Conservancy;  

SFMANJ President; and Member, STMA BMP Task Force 

Sports Turf Managers Association 

By Zach Holm, CSFM

BMPBMP
Document Update

Board meetings are open to all 
members and usually held on the  
first Wednesday of each month.

Call the office at 856-514-3179 or 
email mail@sfmanj.org  

if you would like to attend.

Timothy Hamfeldt, CPRP
I started out in the Parks and Recreation field 14 years ago as 
a seasonal maintenance employee for the Township of Morris. 
Throughout the years I have taken many turf and sports field 
courses at Rutgers, Ohio State, and the University of Georgia. I have 
also attended many SFMANJ field days.  I am a certified fertilizer 
applicator, commercial pesticide applicator, pool operator, and parks 
and recreation professional. 

Currently, I am in the process of obtaining my recertification for 
playground safety inspector.  Two years ago I was promoted to 
Assistant Superintendent of Parks for Morris Township. 

I oversee the operations of our maintenance staff. We maintain one 
synthetic turf football field with small attached synthetic baseball 
field, 23 natural turfgrass fields, 17 skinned infields, as well as 
maintaining the Townships playgrounds and assisting in the opening 
and closing of our two town pools.  

I look forward to my time with the Sports Field Managers Association 
of New Jersey as a newly appointed Board Member.    

Timothy Hamfeldt is a Certified Park and Recreation Professional (CPRP); 
Assistant Parks Superintendent, Morris Township, NJ;  

and SFMANJ Board Member

Welcome Tim!

Meet new SFMANJ 
Board Member:  



Update Summer 2021 	 7

7:30 to 9:00 AM

Tent/Registration	Table-Top Trade Show sponsored by
Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey

9:00 to 10:00 AM

Stop #1	 White Grub Control

Stop #2	 Cultural Strategies for Annual Bluegrass Control 

Stop #3	 Integrated Summer Patch Control on Landscape Turf 
and Athletic Fields

10:00 to 11:00 AM

Stop #4	 Breeding Tall Fescue for Improved Disease Resistance 
and Stress Tolerance

Stop #5	 Selecting the Proper Nitrogen Source

Stop #6	 Breeding and Evaluation of Fine Fescue for Summer Patch 
Tolerance, Establishment, Disease Resistance and Other 
Traits as part of the Low Input SCRI Project and the 2020 
NTEP Fine Fescue Trial

RUTGERS LAWN, LANDSCAPE & SPORTS TURF RESEARCH 
FIELD DAY AND 

SFMANJ SPONSORED TABLE-TOP TRADE SHOW
AGENDA

11:00 AM to 12:00 PM

Stop #7	 Plant and Soil Diagnostics 

Stop #8	 Fall Seeding and Herbicide Programs for False-Green 
Kyllinga Control

Stop #9	 2017 NTEP Kentucky Bluegrass Traffic Trial and Breeding 
Kentucky Bluegrass for Lawns and Athletic Fields

12:00 PM to 1:00 PM

Stop #10	 2018 NTEP Tall Fescue Traffic Trial and Brown Patch 
Management

Stop #11	 Breeding and Evaluation for Gray Leaf Spot Resistance in 
Perennial Ryegrass

Stop #12	 Crabgrass Control with Conventional and Alternative 
Products

1:00 to 2:00 PM

	 LUNCH & PESTICIDE AND FERTILIZER CREDITS

This year's event promises to be as 
good as the last one!



8  	 Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey

RETIRED 
TURF 

HERDER
By Bernard Luongo

NOW THAT I’M RETIRED I HAVE MORE TIME TO REFLECT
SEEING THINGS AS THEY ARE AND NOT HAVING TO DEFLECT

PICKING AND CHOOSING DURING A RAGING STORM
NOT OUT IN IT AS WAS THE NORM

BUT LET’S REFLECT AS PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED 
OF WHAT IT WAS AND WHAT THE INTENTION

WE ALL PLAYED A PART ALTHOUGH IN THE PAST
INTENTIONS HIDDEN IN A SHADOW CAST

TURF HERDERS HAVE A HIDDEN PRIDE
MOST TIMES TAKING THINGS IN STRIDE

WORKING HARD TO ADVANCE THE LAND
HOPING NOT TO HAVE TO MAKE A STAND

STEERING A PROPERTY THROUGH PANDEMIC TURMOIL
EVERYONE IN ANGST PERSONALITIES NEAR BOIL

DECISIONS MADE NOT ALWAYS THEIRS
GOING FORWARD WITH MANY FEARS

IT’S BEST TO WORK WITH WHAT YOU GOT
EVEN THOUGH THE BUDGETS ARE SHOT

ALWAYS APPLYING WHAT WAS LEARNED
TO HELP KEEP THE PROPERTY FROM BEING BURNED

NEEDING TO BE AN EFFORT OF TEAM
NOT BEING RIPPED APART AT THE SEAM

OUTSIDE THE BOX INNOVATIVE THINKING
NO TIME FOR RIB NUDGING, NODDING, OR WINKING

ON THE SAME SIDE IS WHAT IS NEEDED
TO STOP THE QUALITY FROM BEING BLEEDED

SO GET ON BOARD FOR AN ADVENTOUROUS RIDE
TO KEEP YOUR PROPERTY FROM A DEVASTING SLIDE

Bernard Luongo is a Retired Sports Turf Manager, SFMANJ Past-President and 
current Member of the Board of Directors, and SFMANJ Poet Laureate

ATTENTION 
MEMBERS!

SFMANJ Update 
is looking for authors. 
Please feel free to send Brad Park, Editor, 

SFMANJ Update (bradley.s.park@rutgers.edu)  
and/or Debbie Savard, SFMANJ Executive 

Secretary (mail@sfmanj.org)  
an article regarding your fields, your 

experiences, your problems and your surprises.
SFMANJ Update can accommodate articles of 
differing lengths and welcomes pictures. The 

SFMANJ Membership will benefit from reading 
your story. 

Feel free to call today: 
856-514-3179 

Visit our web site:

www.sfmanj.org
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Covers That Make  
the Difference

EVERGREEN™ turf covers outsmart mother 
nature. Exclusive color lace coatings provide 
proven results.

TARPMATE™ AIR roller is a revolutionary stor-
age and handling system for field covers. 2-3 
people can roll out or roll up a 100ʼ wide cover.

An INFLATABLE FIELD COVER allows for 
ongoing field maintenance during  
inclement and extreme cold weather. 

FOOTBALL FIELD COVERS are made of  
superior strength material, providing  
protection from rain or snow.

From our supreme lightweight raincovers right to the  
classic vinyl ones, there are cover models and  

accessories to meet your specific needs. 

MASTER BRANDING 

100 Westmore Dr., 11D, Rexdale, ON M9V 5C3 
3909 Witmer Rd., Niagara Falls, NY 14305 
1-800-387-5808 
Tel: +1-416-745-1811 • Fax: +1-416-742-6837 
www.covermaster.com • info@covermaster.com

V3163 NJ FldManAss RC 2020.qxp  2020-02-06  1:33 PM  Page 1
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SFMANJ Photo Recap: 

Sping Field DaySping Field Day
Wednesday, April 7 at

Photos by: Debbie Savard, Fred Castenschiold and Virgil Caputo

Tom Torpy and 
Debbie Savard

Our Hosts: (l to r) Allen Carter,  
Keith Salmon, and James Betts

Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey held its Spring Field Day on April 7, 2021 for our members only. The day was a huge success! 
After everyone was assembled we were taken on a tour of Tuckahoe Turf Farms headed by James Betts, Allen Carter, and Keith Salmon. 
Tuckahoe is truly a fantastic facility!

Hope to see you 
all at our  

Fall Field Day

Dr. James 
Murphy

Dr. Matt 
Elmore

Lou Bosco

Zach Owen 
& Fred 
Castenschiold

Kevin Ponte Chris Eglow, Larry 
Mayerowitz and Fred Castenschiold

Brad Park
Getting Ready 
for Tour

Sod Harvester

More Tour                                                                                                                                   

Thick Cut Sod

Morning at Tuckahoe

Tour                                                                                                                                   

Keith
Salmon
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Photo by Fred Castenschiold ➞

OUR REPUTATION… 

The Viersma Companies are family owned and operated and 
we stand behind our reputation for quality workmanship with 
every job we do.  We have been in business for over 50 years 
and believe that service and reliability are key to our success.  
We are more than willing to accommodate to meet your 
needs! 

OUR SERVICES…  
 Aerification  
 Overseeding 
 Topdressing 
 Laser Grading 
 Waterwick ® Turf 

Drainage System 
 Drainage Installation  
 & Repair 
 Infield Renovations  
 & Construction 
 Field Renovations  
 & Construction 

VVIISSIITT::    wwwwww..vviieerrssmmaa..ccoomm  

CCAALLLL::    ((990088))  885522--00555522  

Family owned and operated  
since 1965 

A certified installer of: 

SFMANJ Would Like to Thank 

Storr Tractor
3191 Hwy. 22, Branchburg, NJ 08876 • www.storrtractor.com

908-722-9830
Silver Sponsor for Today’s Event

Contact SFMANJ at: 856-514-3179 • www.sfmanj.org • mail@sfmanj.org

SFMANJ Would Like to Thank 

Plant Food Company
Cranbury, New Jersey • www.plantfoodco.com • E-mail pfc@plantfoodco.com

800-562-1291
Silver Sponsor for Today’s Event

Contact SFMANJ at: 856-514-3179 • www.sfmanj.org • mail@sfmanj.org

SFMANJ Would Like to Thank 

Sports Field Solutions
908-268-8866 • www.sportsfieldsolutionsllc.com

Scott Bills, CSFM
Bronze Sponsor for Today’s Event

Contact SFMANJ at: 856-514-3179 • www.sfmanj.org • mail@sfmanj.org

SFMANJ would like to thank ourSFMANJ would like to thank our
SPRING FIELD DAYSPRING FIELD DAY

SPONSORSSPONSORS

We would also like to thank 
our speakers for the day!
The education included two presentations with credits:

Spring weed control strategies in New Jersey, 
presented by Dr. Matt Elmore, Rutgers University and

New Jersey compliant turf fertilization strategies, 
presented by Dr. James Murphy, Rutgers University

Thank you Dr. Murphy and Dr. Elmore!

Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey would like to thank Storr Tractor, Turf Equipment 
and Supply, Plant Food Company, Fisher and Son and Sports Field Solutions because, although we 
did not have a trade show or activly solicite sponsorship for the event, these companies decided 
to support SFMANJ in its effort to bring the Spring Field Day to you, our members.  Their 
generous donations helped defray the administrative costs and lunch those attending the event  

Thank you again!

by Debbie Savard

Debbie Savard is the Executive Secretary of  
Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey
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World-Class Performance 
Starts Here.

Around the world, more sports turf managers rely on Rain Bird to maintain top conditions. 

Backed by more than 80 years of innovation, Rain Bird irrigation technologies deliver reliable performance and best-in-class 

system control. From sophisticated central control systems to highly-effi  cient long-range rotors, Rain Bird systems make it 

easier to maintain fl awless turf while also saving water. That puts your players—and reputation—on solid footing. 

Find out more at rainbird.com/sports

Heath Traver, Area Specification Manager •  973-270-6866 or HTraver@rainbird.com
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WE’VE SUPPLIED PRODUCTS TO EVERY MLB TEAM, 
MOST MINOR LEAGUE & COLLEGE TEAMS,

AND THOUSANDS OF TOWNS  & SCHOOLS WORLDWIDE!

THE STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE FOR
INFIELD MIXES, MOUND CLAYS & RED WARNING TRACKS

OVER 5,000 INFIELD & SPORTS PRODUCTS

STATE APPROVED CO-OP PRICING Fertilizers/Seed
Plant-Protectants

Soils/Sands

	 856-478-6704
Alan Phillips 	 609-226-9303
Jessica Phillips	 609-226-0408

517 Franklinville Road • Mullica Hill, NJ 08062

www.theturftrade.com

Your #1 Turf Supplier

Continued on page 14

The Rutgers Turf Club would like to thank Rutgers University, 
the Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey (SFMANJ), 
and the Sports Turf Managers Association (STMA) for making our 
attendance possible at the 2015 STMA Conference and Exhibition 
in Denver, CO.  Without these organizations we would not have the 
opportunity to experience the National Conference and Student 
Challenge. We enjoy taking part in the Student Challenge and 
representing the wonderful program at Rutgers University, as well 
as our home state of New Jersey. 

This year, the Rutgers Turf Club sent three teams of students (ten 
students) to compete in the annual STMA Student Challenge. We 
also attended the educational sessions and industry trade show.  
The conference provides excellent networking opportunities for 
students interested in careers related to sports turf.  Thanks to the 
many attendees and programs offered within the conference, it is 
a great educational opportunity as well as a chance to meet with 
representatives of the industry.

The first day in Denver was surprisingly sunny for the time of year. 
We got to the convention center early to register and sit-in some of 
the many open sessions offered by the conference. The most useful 
thing we learned from the opening sessions was a turf management 
quiz application for smart phones. It contained questions and review 
about insects, weeds, turf identification, and much more. It quickly 
became a useful and fun study guide in our remaining time leading 
up to the test. 

Another Sports 
Turf Managers 
Association 
CONFERENCE 
and Exhibition 
REWIND!
A Look Back at the 2015 Sports Turf Managers Association Conference through the eyes of two Rutgers Undergraduate Students

By Emily Braithwaite & Elizabeth Holmes

After opening sessions, we split-up and went to different 
presentations to learn what the professionals of the industry had to 
say. The topics covered ranged from synthetic turf, managing traffic 
stress, and everything in between. Two sessions included, “Insect 
Management for the Early Career Sports Turf Managers” presented 
by David Shetler, Ph.D and “How Soil Profiles and Layering Can 
Impact Turf and Playability” presented by Doug Linde, Ph.D. 
We received an inside look on management tactics that proved 
invaluable for the Student Challenge. 

We attended a Welcome Reception; it was a great way for us to 
meet other attendees.  Five of our team members volunteered 
their time by selling raffle tickets for the SAFE Foundation.  The 
Foundation for Safer Athletic Fields for Everyone (SAFE) provides 
funds for research, educational programs, and scholarships geared 
towards the sports field profession. The money raised from the 
raffle, went directly into the foundation’s vital programs.

The following day was dedicated to the Student Challenge.  Sports 
Turf Managers Association offered a unique Student Challenge 
Review early in the morning to cover some strategies for the 
exam.  Following the review, we were given a talk by a Sports Field 
Manager of a baseball team who shared with us his experiences on 
a day to day basis.  The last portion of the session was dedicated to 
internship practice.  We were given key pointers that could help us 
to potentially land internships as well as showing employers how 



14  	 Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey

GEORGIA GOLF  
CONSTRUCTION, INC

Infield laser grading
Native soil athletic field construction

Synthetic field base construction
Design, build and consulting

Pitchers mound building
Sodding and seeding

Aerification
Infield mix, amendments, mound clay, bricks

athletic field, golf and sports fields

Georgia Golf Construction, Inc. 
1441 Route 50, Woodbine, NJ 08270

www.georgia golfconstruction.com • 404-216-4445

to advertise their opportunities to students.  We even participated 
in five minute mock interviews with industry employees; this was 
very beneficial.  

After the morning sessions, we attended the Annual STMA Meeting 
and Luncheon.  It began with a keynote speech from former NFL 
linebacker Karl Mecklenburg, from the Denver Broncos.  He gave a 
very passionate speech about the importance of reaching for and 
achieving goals.  His humbling story of adversity and eventually great 
success was a considerable motivator for the next event of the day, 
the Student Challenge.

At 2:00 pm, our three Rutgers teams lined-up alongside twenty-
eight other university teams as we eagerly awaited the start of 
the exam.  For the first thirty minutes of the exam, we had to 
assemble a portion of an irrigation system from a diagram.  This 
was a challenge for many teams but we managed to remain focused 
through the task.  After the practical portion of the exam, it was 
on to the written test.  We diligently worked through two hours of 
questions, identifications and case studies.  We emerged from the 
test room, exhausted yet confident.  The hard part was over now, 
months of dedicated studying paid off, and we were free to enjoy 
the trade show.

The highlight of the trade show was the tour of the Toro booth. 
Fred Castenschiold and Kevin Hoban, Storr Tractor Company, 
provided the tour. We saw some new technology that is being 
employed on sports turf as well as gaining an interesting insight 

into the Toro company.  The Student Luncheon followed and was 
attended by student teams eager to hear the results announced in 
the center of the tradeshow floor.  We waited, nervously, as they 
announced the top three teams from two and four-year teams. Our 
top Rutgers team finished in 6th place. The team consisted of  Ryan 
Daddio, Mark Hamersky, Elizabeth Holmes, Josh Moehler. The other 
two teams included Emily Braithwaite, Meaghan Wells, Katherine 
Wickel, Brandon Lopez, Joe Raimundo, and James Surico. We are 
very happy with our performance especially given that eight of ten 
club members had never been to the STMA challenge before.

The 2015 STMA Conference came to a delightful end the next 
day with the Annual Awards Banquet.  We celebrated industry 
professionals as well as the student teams who participated in the 
challenge. We look forward to returning next year in sunny San 
Diego, California for another exciting conference!

Once again, we would like to thank Rutgers University, SFMANJ, 
STMA, and Rutgers Turf Club for enabling us to attend this conference. 
We’d like to especially thank our advisors, Brad Park, Sabrina Tirpak, Dr. 
Bruce Clarke, and Charles Schmid. Without their continued support 
for our club, we would not be able to attend these conferences.  It’s 
a privilege to be able to represent Rutgers University at these events, 
as well as being encouraged to network with potential employers and 
future colleagues.  Thank you for your support!

Emily Braithwaite and Elizabeth Holmes were Rutgers Undergraduate Students, 
members of the Rutgers Turf Club, and participants in the  

2015 STMA Student Challenge. 

Another Sports Turf Managers Association CONFERENCE 
and Exhibition REWIND! Continued from page 13

NATIONAL SEED
PROFESSIONAL TURF PRODUCTS

Specializing in Quality Grass Seed  
to Meet All Your  

Turf Performance Standards
Call for a Catalog

800-828-5856
Carrying a full line of quality mixtures 

especially formulated for:
SPORTS AND ATHLETIC FIELDS

LOW MAINTENANCE AREAS
GENERAL GROUNDS

GOLF, LAWN AND RECLAMATION

Technical Agronomic Support and 
Custom Blending Available

 JERSEY SEED
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PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 
VENDORS 

1. Please follow signs to the vendor area. First come first served at setup.  
2. Rain or shine. Attendees are from primarily from Lawn, Landscape, Irrigation, and Sports Turf 

industries. 
3. Setup is at 6:30 - 7:30 am. Breakdown is 2 pm after Lunch is over. 
4. Participant’s time with vendors (Trade Show) will be held 7:30 am to 9:00 am and 1:00 pm to 

2:00 pm (during lunch). 
5. A 10’w x 8'd table space is provided. The cost is $200 for members and $400 for non-

members (includes commercial membership thru the end of 2021). Supply your own tables 
and chairs- no tents will be allowed due to limited space. NO electric or water at 
site. Bring own supplies. 

6. No static equipment of any kind will be allowed at your booth because of space restrictions. 
7. All cost associated with exhibiting must be paid in full prior to the start of the trade show. 
8. Exhibitor booth must be set-up by 7:30 am. 
9. Each exhibitor booth will allow attendance & lunch for two (2) company 

representatives. Others may attend for an additional fee of $30 each. 
10. Agreement must be forwarded with proof of liability insurance naming Rutgers University 

and Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey as assigned insured. 

RESERVATION DEADLINE July 23th or when full 
 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

SFMANJ-sponsored Table Top Trade Show: July 28, 2021 

RESERVATION FORM  
PLEASE RETURN WITH YOUR PAYMENT 

 

Name of Agency ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

E-mail _____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Contact Person___________________________________________ # Attending (see back of form) _______________________  

Phone Number ___________________________________________ Fax Number _______________________________________  

SFMANJ Member: # of Vendor spaces requested   ______________    @ $200/each =   $  _______________________________  

Non-member:  # of Vendor spaces requested   ______________    @ $400/each =   $  _______________________________  

Additional persons, after the 2nd person attending  ______________    @ $30/each   =   $  _______________________________  
  

!! RETURN FORM WITH CHECK       or        !! PAY BY CREDIT CARD          !  Visa     !  MasterCard     !  Discover   

Card Number _______________________________________________________________________  Exp. Date  ___________  

Cardholder Name ___________________________________________________________________  3 Digit Code __________  

Cardholder Billing Address ____________________________________________________________  Zip Code ____________  

Please Sign: ___________________________________________________________________________  Date ________________  

  Total _______________  

Please list all those attending on the back of this form.                        OVER  " 

Please list all associates attending.

________________________________________________ 	 ________________________________________________ 	

________________________________________________ 	 ________________________________________________ 	

________________________________________________ 	 ________________________________________________

Please go to www.sfmanj.org for complete details
Attendees go to www.njturfgrass to register

EXHIBITOR ATTENDANCE AGREEMENT  
 

1. All cost associated with exhibiting must be paid in full prior to the start of the trade show  
2. Exhibitor booth must be set-up by 7:30 am 
3. Each exhibitor booth will allow attendance & lunch for two (2) company representatives 
4. Agreement must be returned with proof of liability insurance naming Rutgers University and 

Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey as assigned insured. 
 

 
I have reviewed this agreement and understand my responsibilities as an exhibitor. * 
 
Signature _____________________________________________________ Date _______________  
Must be signed 
 
Print Name  _______________________________________________________________________  
 
Company Name  ___________________________________________________________________    
 
Email address for any correspondence  _________________________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

 
*Agreement must be returned with proof of liability insurance naming Rutgers 
University and Sports Field Managers Association as assigned insured. 
 
Please list all those attending: 
  
1 ________________________________________________________  

2 ________________________________________________________  

3 ________________________________________________________  

4 ________________________________________________________  

5 ________________________________________________________  

6 ________________________________________________________  

7 ________________________________________________________  

8 ________________________________________________________  

 
 

(Tax ID# 22-3707662) 
Checks should be made payable to “SFMANJ” 

Please return to: SFMANJ, P.O. Box 205, Pennsville, NJ 08070 
Phone (856) 514-3179 

 

Vendors must supply their own table; No tents or canopies (space limitation for 2021);  
No static equipment displays.

EXHIBITOR ATTENDANCE AGREEMENT  
 

1. All cost associated with exhibiting must be paid in full prior to the start of the trade show  
2. Exhibitor booth must be set-up by 7:30 am 
3. Each exhibitor booth will allow attendance & lunch for two (2) company representatives 
4. Agreement must be returned with proof of liability insurance naming Rutgers University and 

Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey as assigned insured. 
 

 
I have reviewed this agreement and understand my responsibilities as an exhibitor. * 
 
Signature _____________________________________________________ Date _______________  
Must be signed 
 
Print Name  _______________________________________________________________________  
 
Company Name  ___________________________________________________________________    
 
Email address for any correspondence  _________________________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

 
*Agreement must be returned with proof of liability insurance naming Rutgers 
University and Sports Field Managers Association as assigned insured. 
 
Please list all those attending: 
  
1 ________________________________________________________  

2 ________________________________________________________  

3 ________________________________________________________  

4 ________________________________________________________  

5 ________________________________________________________  

6 ________________________________________________________  

7 ________________________________________________________  

8 ________________________________________________________  

 
 

(Tax ID# 22-3707662) 
Checks should be made payable to “SFMANJ” 

Please return to: SFMANJ, P.O. Box 205, Pennsville, NJ 08070 
Phone (856) 514-3179 
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Calendar of 
Events

Rutgers Turfgrass Research Field Days
Golf & Fine Turf

July 27, 2021
Rutgers Hort Farm No. 2

North Brunswick, NJ
Lawn, Landscape, and Sports Turf 

Includes SFMANJ-sponsored Trade Show &
Equipment Demonstrations 

July 28, 2021
Rutgers Adelphia Research Farm

Freehold, NJ
973.812.6467

www.njturfgrass.org

Rutgers Turf Research Golf Classic
August 16, 2021  
Fiddler’s Elbow Country Club
Bedminster, NJ
973.812.6467
www.njturfgrass.org

NJ Green Expo Turf &  
Landscape Conference

December 7-9, 2021 
Borgata Hotel & Casino,  

Atlantic City NJ
973.812.6467

www.njturfgrass.org

Sports Turf Managers Conference & Exhibition
January 17-20, 2022
Savannah, GA
1.800.323.3875
www.stma.org

www.sfmanj.org
8656-514-3179

MAKE YOUR PLANS 
NOW

TO ENTER THE 
SFMANJ 2021 
FIELD OF THE 

YEAR CONTEST
SEPT. 30, 2021 DEADLINE

Just call 
856-514-3179  

or go to 
www.sfmanj.org - resources tab  

for easy instructions and/or  
to download an easy entry form.

If you are a newsletter advertiser, please feel fee to 
submit an article to Update profiling your company, 

services and/or products. 
Entitled “Spotlight on our Advertisers”, these 1/2 page 
articles can include your local salespersons’ names, 
phone numbers, and email addresses  along with any 

local events you are sponsoring. 

Call 856-514-3179 or send copy to mail@sfmanj.org

We want 
to profile your 
company, your services 
or your products  IN OUR 
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER, UPDATE!!!!

and it’s FREE to our 
advertisers!



SportsField Managers Association of New Jersey has updated 
our administrative system and web site. Now information for all 
events will be posted on our website with registration handled 
on the website as well! 

Now ALL membership renewals, as well as new member 
registration, will be handled on the website also. 

This gives you the ability to enter your profile the way you would 
like it and add a bio and picture as well. Members who download 
the Member Directory will see what you want them to see. This 
is especially helpful to vendors.

How To View and Login To Our Website

Please take the time to explore the new site at sfmanj.org. Use 
the login instructions and create a password for yourself. 

Who Can I Contact If I Have Questions?

If you have problems please contact Debbie by email at:  
mail@sfmanj.org or by phone at 856-514-3179.

Debbie Savard 
SFMANJ Executive Secretary

sfmanj.org 
gets a facelift!
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Dennis DeSanctis, Sr. 732-241-7378
Dennis DeSanctis, Jr. 732-580-5516

DoubleDTurf.com

CORE AERATION
DEEP TINE

VERTI-QUAKE
VERTI-CUTTING
TOPDRESSING

SEEDING
Services for Athletic Fields

PICS FROM 
2013 EVENT 
AT HORT FARM 2
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More from the 

Sping Field DaySping Field Day
Wednesday, April 7 at

See you at the  
Rutgers Lawn, 

Landscape and Sports 
Turf Field Day  

and SFMANJ Trade 
Show on Wednesday, 

July 28!
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Infield Turf Protector

Full Infield Rain Tarp

FieldSaver.® Save your field from rain and wear,  
and promote your brand with the Power of Branding®.  

For price quotes, sizes, fabric specs and samples, visit www.CoverSports.com
sales@coversports.com • 800-445-6680

We make and print covers for all athletic surfaces: Windscreens, Stadium Padding, Growth Covers

Standard Spot Cover with Stakes

Support our Advertisers!
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Experts on the Field, Partners in the Game.

P.O. Box 205
Pennsville, NJ 08070

Or Current Occupant

One Team, 
Many Solutions

Your full line vendor 
for Commercial 

Mowing Equipment 
and Irrigation.

www.turf-equipment.com
800.827.3711


