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It’s time to begin planning your trip to Expo 2013.  The New Jersey 
Green Expo Turf & Landscape Conference will be held at the Trump 
Taj Mahal in Atlantic City, NJ during December 10-12, 2013.  How 
can you convince your employer to send you?

Continuing education and industry connections are crucial 
to your success and the success of your sports fields. Here are 
some suggestions to help your employer understand how your 
attendance at Expo 2013 can add value to the overall operation of 
your facility. 

Educate yourself on the Conference and Exhibition

Provide your employer an overview of the size and scope of Expo 
2013 and a copy of the education agenda. This edition of SFMANJ 
Update provides the Sports Field Managers Program for Expo 2013.   

Pinpoint specific sessions you plan to attend, and tie their relevance 
to your sports facility. In what has become an annual tradition, 
as part of the Sports Field Managers Program in 2013, the entire 
Tuesday, December 10 afternoon session is focused on School IPM. 
It is anticipated that tough-to-acquire New Jersey DEP Category 13 
credits will be awarded for attendance at this session.   

Highlight the trade show and cite suppliers and equipment 
manufacturers you plan to meet. Discuss the networking 
opportunities you will have with peers who share challenges similar 
to the ones you have.

Explain how innovations in products, new research, and cutting edge 
management techniques continually change, and why it is important 
to stay abreast of those changes.

Reinforce how the success of your sports fields ultimately depends 
upon the continued professional development of you and your staff.

Know the Cost

Make a case for efficient and effective use of your facility’s training 
dollars. By attending Expo 2013, you will be exposed to the most 
relevant education and technology in one place, making it the most 
effective use of training dollars.

Research travel times and hotel costs. While Atlantic City is feasible 
day trip from almost anywhere in New Jersey, the New Jersey 
Turfgrass Association does its part to negotiate reasonable room 
rates at the Trump Taj Mahal to make staying a night reasonable.  
Expo 2013 will feature online registration at www.njturfgrass.org    

Have an Action Plan

Develop a plan for how operations will continue in your absence. 
Make sure you are accessible by phone (please turn off or set on 
vibrate during sessions!!!!) to address any concerns that might arise 
in your absence.

Consider preparing and presenting a report on the information you 
learned and how you plan to put it into practice at your facility. 
Demonstrate how you will share the technical information learned 
with your staff for their continuing educational development.

See you in AC!
Brad Park is Sports Turf Res. and Ed. Coor., Rutgers Univ.,  

SFMANJ Board Member, and Editor, SFMANJ Update

Expo 2013:  
December 10-12, Atlantic City
(Editor’s note: This article was adapted from materials provided by Sports Turf Managers Association)
By Brad Park, Rutgers University

See page 6 for schedule

An SFMANJ-sponsored trade show was part of the Rutgers Lawn, Landscape, and 
Sports Turf Field Day at Rutgers Hort. Farm II on July 31, 2013. Pictured (l to r): 
Debbie Savard, SFMANJ Executive Secretary; The Rutgers Scarlet Knight; Brad 
Park, Rutgers University and Editor, SFMANJ Update.
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Tuesday, December 10, 2013
Afternoon Session
1:00 – 1:45	 Implementing Sound Cultural Practices That Reduce 

Turfgrass Pest Pressure In Morris Township	
		 Bill Foelsch, Morris Township, NJ Parks & Recreation   

1:45 – 2:15	 Weed Control Using Fewer Pesticides On School Sports 
Fields & Grounds

	 Tom Serensits, Penn State University

2:15 – 2:45	C ultural Strategies To Reduce Turfgrass Diseases On 
School Sports Fields & Grounds 

	 Rich Buckley, Rutgers University 

2:45 – 3:00	S FMANJ Field of the Year Presentation
3:00 – 4:00 	 The NJ School IPM Law: What You Need To Know To Comply
	 Tim Boyle, NJ Dept. of Environmental Protection, Pesticide 

Control Program 

4:00-8:00	 Trade Show
5:00 - 5:30	C ore on the Floor	
	 Dr. John Grande, Rutgers

5:45-6:15	B eing A Major League Baseball Head Groundskeeper  
	 Nicole McFadyen, Baltimore Orioles

Wednesday, December 11, 2013
Morning Session
7:30 - 8:30 	E arly Bird Sports Field Managers 
	 	Networking roundtable 
8:30 – 9:00	A nnual Business Meeting
9:00 – 9:30	 The Year In Review
		 Brad Park, Rutgers University 
9:30 – 10:15	U pdate on Synthetic Turf Research  
	 Tom Serensits, Penn State University  
10:15 - 11:00	M anagement Of Turfgrass And Skin Surfaces At Camden 

Yards   
	 Nicole McFadyen, Baltimore Orioles    
11:00-11:30	 Sports Field Management At Salem Board of Education 
	 Fred Kendall, Salem BOE

Afternoon Session
2:30 – 3:15 	S ports Field Management At The New York Red Bulls   
	 Dan Shemesh, New York Red Bulls

3:15 – 4:15	 IPM Methods To Control White Grubs And Other Insect 
Pests On School Sports Fields & Grounds

	 Dr. Ben McGraw, SUNY Delhi 

4:15 – 5:00 	 Vision For Sports Turf Managers Association (STMA) 
From The President-Elect 

	 David Pinsonneault, CSFM, CPRP, Town of Lexington, 
Massachusetts

Continued from front cover Announcing a new password 

protected area on our

web site!

It is a new Members Only section that will be password protected 
and only accessible by other SFMANJ members. Within the 
Members Only section you will be able to access a full roster of 
our membership as well as the Minutes of our Board Meetings.

To use this Members Only feature you will need to use a  
User Name and a Password.

The user name for SFMANJ members will be their first and last name 
as it appears in the directory, using all lower case letters with no 
spaces. Use only the first and last name with no prefixes, suffixes 
or middle initials. Please check the Membership Directory, that you 
should have recently received in the mail, to see how your first 
name was entered.  

For example, in the Directory my name is entered as Debbie 
Savard, not Debra Savard. I would enter it on the user line as: 
debbiesavard.

In lower case letters on the password line everyone will enter: 
sfmanj.

Check out this new feature! If you have a smart phone or 
tablet, you will always have access to the addresses, phone numbers 
and e-mail addresses of other members.

(Please call 856-514-3179 if your user name doesn’t work.)

ATTENTION 
SPORTS FIELD MANAGERS!

Have you sent in your entry for SFMANJ  
2013 Field of the Year

Deadline Oct. 31, 2013
Easy to enter! 

Just call 856-514-3179  
or go to www.sfmanj.org - resources tab  

for easy instructions and/or  
a downloadable entry form.

By Debbie Savard


