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PUT YOUR AD HERE:
To become a Proud Sponsor Call: 856-514-3179

$150 for one year

Proud Sponsor Directory2011
STORR TRACTOR COMPANY
Turf, Irrigation and Ballfield Equipment

Sales - Fred Castenschiold, 
Kevin Hoban, Steve Bradley

3191 Highway 22 Somerville, NJ 08876
908-722-9830 Fax: 908-722-9847

HY-TECH MUSHROOM COMPOST, INC.
Pasteurized Mushroom Compost Is The Ideal Amendment 

To Add Organic Matter To Soils, Build Up The Soil Flora, Reduce Traffic 
Stress, Compaction Problems And The Need For Fertilizer

Lisa Van Houten    •    610-331-1849
Request-A-Quote at www.Hy-TechMushroomCompost.com

BEN SHAFFER & ASSOCIATES, INC.
Quality and Value Since 1921

Sport Goals, Netting, Bleachers
Fence Topping and Much More

www.benshaffer.com
1-800-953-2021

Hosting a tournament is a lot of work, however it is a good opportunity 
to showcase your facility.  There will be people seeing your field for 
the first time, so make them remember it for the right reasons.  We 
were informed this year that we would be one of three sites hosting 
the 33rd Annual Joe Hartman Diamond Classic.  The tournament brings 
together the top 16 baseball teams in South Jersey.  On May 13, 2006 
Overbrook High School hosted two games, but the preparation started 
weeks earlier. 

The call informing us about the tournament came in mid-April, so we 
had a good amount of time to prepare.  First, we checked our baseball 
team’s schedule for possible conflicts.  Next was to check our field 
maintenance program.  As luck would have it, a fertilizer application was 
scheduled the week before the tournament as well as spraying Roundup 
on our skinned areas.  Timing is everything.  The grass looked great and 
our skinned areas were free of weeds.

With two weeks to go, we started cutting-in our pattern for the games.  
We cut the outfield in three directions at 2 inches every other day.  The 

infield was cut in two directions at 1½-inch every other day.  We use an 
Exmark Lazer Zero Turn mower (with a striping kit) to cut our outfield 
and an Exmark walk-behind mower for the infield.  Sharp blades are 
very important, so we change them at least once a week.

The week of the tournament was very challenging.  We had two games 
of our own in addition to the final prep for the big games.  The day be-
fore the tournament is very important.  We tried to do as many things 
as possible to make game day a little easier.  Bullpen mounds were re-
paired, extra bleachers were moved, trash cans emptied, the infield was 
edged, and a sound check was done on the sound system.  We made 
final cuts on the infield and outfield because there is no time the day 
of the games.  Our mound and home plate areas are made of Hilltop-
per mound clay. Both areas were repaired and covered.  The infield was 
scarified, graded smooth, and then lightly rolled.  The automatic irriga-
tion system was used to wet down the infield at night, setting the stage 
for game day.

by Rich Watson
Editor’s Note: This article 1st appeared in the July/August 2006 edition of SFMANJ Update

T   URNAMENT TIME
A Groundskeeper’s Account of Preparation for a 

Baseball Tournament  

Continued on page 18
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2011 
CALENDAR OF

EVENTS
SFMANJ Spring Field Day
Torpey Athletic Complex &

TD Bank Ballpark 
Bridgewater, NJ

April 20, 2011
302.514.3179

www.sfmanj.org

Rutgers Turfgrass Research Golf Classic
Fiddler’s Elbow Country Club

May 2, 2011
NJ Turfgrass Assoc. 

973.812.6467
www.njturfgrass.org

Rutgers Turfgrass Research Field Days
Golf & Fine Turf

Rutgers Hort Farm II – North Brunswick, NJ
July 26, 2011

Lawn, Landscape, Sports Turf
with SFMANJ-sponsored Equipment 

Demos
Rutgers Adelphia Farm – Adelphia, NJ

July 27, 2011
NJ Turfgrass Assoc.

973.812.6467
www.njturfgrass.org

New Jersey Green Expo 
December 6-8, 2011
NJ Turfgrass Assoc.

Trump Taj Mahal, Atlantic City, NJ
973.812.6467

www.njturfgrass.org

STMA Annual Conference 
January 10-14, 2012

Sports Turf Mgrs. Assoc.
Long Beach, CA
1-800-323-3875
www.stma.org

When the day of the tournament finally arrives, it’s payday for all of the hard work.  The day started 
with a light dragging of the infield, followed by another good soaking of the skinned areas.  Next, 
foul lines and batters boxes were painted and chalked.  At the last minute we decided to stencil 
the name of the tournament and the team names on the grass behind home plate.  This was a nice 
touch that the teams and fans really seemed to appreciate.  Finally, we painted the bases, pitching 
rubber, and home plate.  It was game time.

The tournament was a great success.  In between games we repaired the mound and plate, 
smoothed the infield with stiff drags, and touched up the chalk and paint.  We wanted to make 
sure the second game played the same as the first.  The coaches, players, and fans were very com-
plimentary about our facility. That makes all the hard work worth it.

Putting together the maintenance end of a baseball tournament takes a lot of planning and hard 
work from a lot of people.  My crew of Greg Bunting, Tom Crosby, and Kevin Shipman [now Sports 
Field Manager, Kingsway Regional School District and SFMANJ Board Member] were outstanding.  
Their professionalism and hard work really showed in the playing condition of the field.  Also, I 
would like to thank Dave Lalena of Philadelphia Turf [Philadelphia Turf is now Turf Equipment & 
Supply] for letting us use a Toro Workman with a Rahn groomer and a Toro Groundsmaster 3505d 
for the tournament.

Tournament time is an opportunity to show off your field, while giving the teams a fair, competi-
tive surface to play on.  If you get the chance, step up to the plate and be remembered for the 
right reasons. 

Rich Watson is Grounds Supervisor, Pine Hill Public Schools, Pine Hill, NJ; and a member of the 
SFMANJ Board of Directors
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