A Message from 3
The .* 3%
President

By Don Savard, CSFM, CGM

Fall sports are finished, and | have begun to transition into
spring. We just finished rebuilding 8 bullpen mounds and
2 game mounds, made some repairs and renovated an entire
baseball field. Our sports preseason begins March 1, and | like

to have most things finished and ready to go before the Holidays.

For me, the winter months are my break. It is when recharge my
batteries. | still have routine chores typical of a grounds manager
at a K-12 school, but | get some time to plan,and prepare for the
next season. It is also the time when | attend short courses and
build up pesticide and other credits that | need.

We hope that you were able to join us December 6-8 in Atlantic
City for EXPO for our sports field manager sessions. We had
the best attendance in recent years for our Sports Turf Managers
sessions. There were many good sessions and plenty of oppor-
tunities for credits.

Speaking of educational opportunities, January |1-15,2011, the
Sports Turf Managers Association 22 annual Conference and
Exhibition celebrating STMA’s 30th Anniversary will be held in
Austin Texas. Visit their website at www.stma.org for more in-
formation. Rutgers Office of Continuing Professional Education
has a number of short course offerings in February and March
(visit their website http://www.cpe.rutgers.edu/programs/land-
scape.html ). Stay tuned to SFMAN]J’s website for information
about upcoming field days and other educational events at www.
sfmanj.org.

Volunteers are always welcome for SFMAN] service. Give some-
thing back to the industry by serving on a committee, helping
out during an event, or writing an article for this newsletter. Be-
sides doing good works, you will have an opportunity to work
with and network with some of the finest people in the industry.
Remember it is what you know and who you know! Start by attend-
ing an SFMAN] Board of Directors Meeting. Our next meeting
will be held Wednesday January 5,201 1 5:30 PM at the Rutgers
Geiger Center. Call (856) 514-3179 for more information and
directions. | hope that you will join us.
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Don Savard is a Certified Sports Field Manager (CSFM) and Certified
Grounds Manager (CGM); Director, Athletic Facilities and Grounds,
Salesianum School; and President, SFMAN]J.

Research
Resources at Your Fingertips

(Courtesy of Sports Turf Managers Association)

More than 100,000 significant agronomic published and
electronic resources are available to STMA professional
and student members -- at no additional charge. Since
2004, STMA members have been accessing Michigan
State’s Turfgrass Information File (TGIF) as a benefit
of membership. Purchased separately, an individual
subscription to TGIF would cost $100 per year.

This great monetary value is further complemented by
the service — the wealth of information available and
how easy it is to retrieve it. In seconds, STMA members
can find relevant information to help solve problems by
simply clicking on the TGIF link from the member log-in

page.

Materials indexed by the Turfgrass Information File
include articles from peer reviewed publications,technical
reports, research, conference proceedings, trade and
professional publications, local professional newsletters,
and popular magazines as well as monographs, theses and
dissertations,fact sheetsand brochures,software,and web
documents. TGIF indexes materials from government,
college/university, professional organizations, and private
publishers and adds approximately 6,000 new materials
each year.

Access to TGIF is available through a cooperative
endowment agreement between STMA and the Turfgrass
Information Center at Michigan State, which manages
TGIE

For more information on how you can take advantage of
this benefit of membership, contact STMA headquarters
(ph) 800.323.3875.
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