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Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey (SFMAN)|) sponsored a unique
tour of the sports fields at Baker Athletics Complex, Columbia University, New
York, NY and Red Bulls Arena, home of the Major League Soccer (MLS) New
York Red Bulls, in Harrison, NJ on Wednesday, November 10,2010.A chartered
bus was arranged and departed Rutgers Hort. Farm Il, North Brunswick, NJ in
the morning and arrived back at the Central Jersey turf research facility that
afternoon after touring the two locations in New York City and Northern New
Jersey.

Baker Athletics Complex at Columbia University, overseen by Kevin Malone,
CSFM and member, SFMANYJ, is very unique in that all sports field surfaces at this
complex consist of synthetic turf. There are numerous synthetic turf surfaces
present. Field hockey is played on surface called Astroturf |12 - a short pile carpet
reminiscent to the surfaces present at facilities such as Giants Stadium,Veterans
Stadium, and Three Rivers Stadium in the 1980’s.

Soccer is played on
. FieldTurf Duo - a sand
~ and crumb rubber infilled
%= monofilament synthetic
- surface. The fibers on
this surface have a
horizontal orientation to
~ limit the kick-up of sand
and rubber during play.

Attendees toured a newly-
installed  softball field.
The outfield (FieldTurf
Duraspine) consisted of

Robert K. Kraft Field at Baker Athletic Complex, Columbia University,
New York, NY

UPDATE Fall 2010 I

* www.sfmanj.org

BIA UNLIVERSITY

ISSN 2158-124X

ports Field -

J'/’h,

r.angu: e r conriakiomm of New Jersey

~_ "

¢ e-mail: mail@s manj.org

a sand and rubber infilled monofilament
with a more rigid, upright orientation
compared to the soccer field. The infield
and warning track were constructed
with soil and crushed rock materials that
are conventionally installed at softball
facilities.

The baseball field at Baker Athletics
Complex is predominantly a sand and
rubber infilled synthetic turf system
(FieldTurf Duo). The home plate area
is also synthetic turf. The only non-
synthetic turf locations on the field
are the pitcher’s mound (dirt) and the
outfield warning track and outfield
foul territory warning track (crushed
rock-type material). The foul territory
warning track behind the home
plate area and outside the I and 3™
baselines is synthetic turf.

Robert K. Kraft Field, home of the
football and lacrosse teams consists of
a fibrillating slit-film fiber infilled with
crumb rubber and sand (FieldTurf)
installed in 2005. The field is in good
condition and is the oldest synthetic
field at Baker Athletics Complex.

Continued on page 7



SFMANJ stops at Columbia University
and Red Bull Arena

Continued from page |

Lunch was held in the press box above Robert K. Kraft Field and provided great views
of the surrounding hillsides, Harlem River, and Hudson River.

Thebus trip left Northern Manhattan,
crossed the George Washington
Bridge back to New Jersey for a tour
of Red Bulls Arena. The sports field
is managed by SFMAN] member
Dan Shemesh, Director of Grounds
for the New York Red Bulls.
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RED BULL ARENA
A WELCOMES
SPORTS FIELD MANAGERS

ASSOCIATION OF
NEW JERSEY g

Attendees got a behind-the-scenes
look at the turf equipment used to
maintain the soccer surface and a
SubAir system that can manipulate
air flow through the rootzone. A
major challenge faced by Shemesh
and his crew is the absence of direct sunlight on the Kentucky bluegrass and perennial
ryegrass overseeded playing surface. Stadium design and roof materials appear limit the
quantity of sunlight hours received by the New Jersey-grown sod. Artificial lighting is being
explored.

A warm greeting provided by Dan Shemesh and the New
York Red Bulls, Harrison, NJ

Thanks go out to Kevin Malone, CSFM and Dan Shemesh for their hospitality and
willingness to host SFMAN] on a tour of their great facilities!

Brad Park is Sports Turf Research & Education Coordinator, Rutgers Univ.; SFMAN| Board member; and

NATIONAL SEED
PROFESSIONAL TURF PRODUCTS
Specializing in Quality
Grass Seed to Meet All Your

Turf Performance Standards
Call For a Catalog

800-828-5856

Carry a full line of quality mixtures

especially formulated for:
SPORTS & ATHLETIC FIELDS

LOW MAINTENANCE AREAS
GENERAL GROUNDS
GOLF, LAWN & RECLAMATION

Technical Agronomic Support and
Custom Blending Available

TUCKERTON TURF
FARMS
INC.

L] Labor Saving Big Rolls

L] Athletic Field Renovations
L] Kentucky Bluegrass

m Tall Fescue

L] Turf Installation

Toll Free:
866-698-0615

Website.www.tuckertonturf.com

Visit our web site:

sfmanj.org
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Dual Slope

Laser Grading

e Automated dual slope

e Accurate to .125” (1/87)

e 1day service available

o Complete athletic field
construction

¢« Bonded and insured

¢« Local references

Georgia Golf Construction, Inc.
1441 Route 50
Woodbine, N.J 08270

Tel (609)-628-2597 or (404)216-4445
Fax (609)-628-3087

www.georgiagolfconstruction.com

Increase your field’s drainage and

playability.
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