SEMANY] and tye 2009 Rutgers Lawn, Lanoscape,

and Sports Turf Research Field Day

By Debbie Savard

The Adelphia Field Day was a great success this
year, thanks to all of you who attended along with the
New Jersey Turfgrass Association (NJTA) membership.
Ablimp even made an appearance overhead. For those
who did not attend, here are some of the highlights.

Highlights of the day

The day started out cool and misty, but would soon
turn hot and muggy for the 400 attendees to the Rutgers
Lawn, Landscape, and Sports Turf Research Field Day
on August 5, 2009. SFMAN] sponsored a trade show
and equipment demonstrations as part of the day’s fes-
tivities.

There were twelve stops all together on the test
fields of the Rutgers” Adelphia Research Farm in Free-
hold, New Jersey. Stops were timed and three groups
switched between stops when signaled with an air
horn. Stops included plots where testing was being
done on tall fescue, perennial ryegrass and Kentucky
bluegrass. Some of the test plots were rated for heat tol-

erance of grasses. Some plots assessed weed control (in-
cluding crabgrass control strategies), while others
tested the effects of granular and foliar fungicides or
the wear tolerance of a particular turfgrass.

Our vendors demonstrated their equipment at a
series of stops. At one stop, Jim Gates demonstrated the
Bannerman SuperJect Aerator Machine and Jason Sen-
tell of Blec International demonstrated a Combinator,
which strips off the top layer of a field and is adjustable
as to depth. Jason said that he could strip a soccer or
football field in a day. James Betts, Tuckahoe Turf
Farms, Inc., was there with his Big Roll Installer to lay
down a roll of sod the exact size of the Combinator’s
removal. James said that he could deliver sod up to 1.5-
inch thick for next day play. There’s nothing like team-
work. A completely renovated field in three days!

(continued on page 6)

“Great Service..., The Best...”

wrote Chip Baker, Asst Baseball Coach,
Florida State University, Talahassee, FL

Chip’s comments confirm what we hear
from the many gr%mdskeepers who use a
COVERMASTER™ raincover to keep their
fields dry and ready for play.

Call us and we’ll gladly tell you more.

The COVERMASTER” Advantage...
= Superior in strength and UV resistance
» Qutstanding heat reflective properties
= Light weight - easy to handle
» Widest materials for least number of seams
s Largest choice of weights and colors
* Backed by truly dependable warranties

TARP MACHINE VIDEO!
Call, fax or e-mail for a free video,
material samples and a brochure.
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COVERMASTER

MASTERS IN THE ART OF SPORTS SURFACE COVERS

You're Always Ahead of the Game with a COVERMASTER® Raincover...

Covers for foarbal.' a;rd soccer
fields are also readily available.

CALL TOLL FREE
1-800-387-5808

COVERMASTER ING., 100 WESTMORE DR. 11-D, REXDALE, ON, M9V 5C3 TEL 418-745-1811 FAX 416-742-6837
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TARPMATE™ rol
lengths with safety end caps.

TARP MACHINE™ lets you roll
the cover on and off in minutes.

MEMBER

Sports

covermaster.com

E-MAIL: info@covermasier.com
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Ken Indyk and Fred Castenschiold from Storr Tractor, and Lou Bosco of Turf Equipment and Supply Com-
pany demonstrated a Toro Workman, a quieter four wheel drive and a Pro Force Blower, which will move about
10,000 cu/fta minute. A real highlight for the crowd was when Fred turned the blower on the group for a refresh-
ing “breeze” on a day that was already turning into a scorcher. Thank goodness for the water carts, that were con-
stantly refreshing attendees. Also demonstrated was a Toro Groundmaster 5900, which has three mowing decks,
covering 16 feet and a Case IH DX55 Tractor with an aerator.

The Viersma Companies were on-hand to demo their Waterwick Turf Drainage System that drops sand down
into slits, made with its 6.0 to 7.0-inch deep blades. Mike Viersma said that with this system, play can resume on
the field the same day. And to make it look as though work had never been done on it, he came behind with his
Sisis Broom and erased all evidence. The broom can also be used on synthetic fields for grooming. Glenn Musser,
from TurfTime Equipment demonstrated a TurfTime Top-dresser.

At another stop, Dennis DeSanctis, Sr. of
AerCore, Inc. demonstrated his dethatching
Thatchmaster and a Blec Sandmaster, which
will cut and fill with sand 8.0-inch deep chan-
nels for drainage. He also showed the group
a Drill and Fill, which drills holes then fills
them with sand (or other fine material of
your choice), used for compacted soil as well
as drainage.

Dr. Jim Murphy from Rutgers University,
addressed the group regarding concepts re-
lated to renovation and the importance of
making sure that your soil does not become
too compacted. He discussed different ways

to break up the soil to produce seed beds. o . i@l@d
- o — erclizers
After our 12 stops on the scorching fl(,.]ds,  — Turf Chemicals
we were treated to a barbecue lunch amid a Erosion Control Products
grove of trees beside a beautiful, calm pond. Rock Salt & Ice Melt Products

Spreaders by Spyker & Lebanon
) . Lawn Grips Landscape Professional Footwear
a well-earned rest before the last session of Soil Samples sent for Analysis & Solutions Provided
the day, a pesticide safety talk, given by Pat Professional Tools by Par-Aide and Border Concepts

Hastings, Rutgers University.

Pesticide credits were awarded as the
vendors started packing-up. A great day
had come to a close and all that participated | _ . RESEICLS b,
had a good time. Thanks to everyone
who helped make the Adelphia Field Day a
success!

There was even ice cream for dessert. It was
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