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Brad Park

Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey (SFMANJ)
will once again collaborate with the New Jersey Turfgrass
Association (NJTA) and Rutgers University to take part in the
annual Rutgers Lawn, Landscape, and Sports Turf Field
Day at the Rutgers Adelphia Turfgrass Research Farm in
Adelphia, NJ. Both a morning trade show and equipment
demonstrations will be sponsored by SFMANJ.

This is a great opportunity for SFMANJ members and other
Green Industry professionals to network with peers and in-
dustry representatives, examine the latest product offerings
at the trade show, see the latest sports field and landscape
equipment in action during the demonstration period, and
learn about selecting and managing turfgrass. Pesticide
credits will be available to those certified applicators in
attendance.

The schedule for August 1 is as follows:

7:30 am Registration and Trade Show Opening

8:45 am Welcome

9:00 am Research Tours

11:00 am Lunch and trade show

12:00 pm SFMANJ Equipment Demonstrations

2:00 pm Research Tours

3:00 pm Conclusion – pesticide credits

Look for registration materials in the mail. Online registration
will be available in June 2007 at the NJTA website:

www.njturfgrass.org

Brad Park is Sports Turf Res. and Ed. Coor.,
Rutgers Univ.; SFMANJ Board member;

and Editor, SFMANJ Update

Rutgers Turfgrass Club Tours Shea Stadium
Brad Park

Shea Stadium was used as a staging area for the relief efforts following
the September 11, 2001 attacks at the World Trade Center. The Rutgers
Turf Club had the opportunity to tour Shea Stadium on April 20, 2007
and attend the ballgame that evening, compliments of Head
Groundskeeper, Bill Deacon and the New York Mets.

The Rutgers Turfgrass Club was provided the unique oppor-
tunity to tour Shea Stadium, home of the New York Mets, on
April 20, 2007. Shea Stadium, located in Flushing, NY
opened in 1964 and has an immaculate playing surface man-
aged by Bill Deacon, Head Groundskeeper.

As part of the tour, Deacon described the pre- and post-game
irrigation tactics he employs to manage the infield skin. The
turfgrass at Shea is a blend Kentucky bluegrass; the entire
turf surface was re-sodded last fall. A great “take-home” les-
son for the students was Deacon’s thoroughness in selecting
the Kentucky bluegrass sod for the ballpark. Deacon visited
the New Jersey sod farm where the Kentucky bluegrass was
grown to inspect the sod for overall turfgrass quality as well
as annual bluegrass contamination prior to harvesting.

(continued on page 10)
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Rutgers Turfgrass Club Tours Shea Stadium
continued from page 1

The tour moved to the Shea Stadium outfield where
Deacon described his fertility program and soil testing
schedule.  He core cultivates, removes cores, and top-
dresses with sand identical to the sand comprising the
rootzone.

Moving into the center field, sunflower seeds, presum-
ably left by Carlos Beltran or an opposing player, were
scattered throughout the defensive location routinely
played the center fielder. 

Deacon discussed the techniques he uses to manage the
deepest portion of the ballpark: the warning track.  Gen-
erally considered by baseball enthusiasts to be a
“pitcher’s ballpark,” the stadium extends to 410-ft to
straightaway center, 338-ft down the lines, and 371-ft
in the “alleys.”

The on-field tour concluded with a visit to the visitors’
bullpen where Deacon elaborated on how he manages
the clay used to construct the bullpen mounds. 

In 2009, the Mets will be moving into a new ballpark
being constructed in what was formerly a parking lot
surrounding Shea Stadium.  The students walked-up
several ramps in left field to a location where they could
see the new ballpark being built. Following the Mets’
move-in, Shea will be dismantled.     

After the tour, the Rutgers Turfgrass club was treated to
the Mets’ game against the Atlanta Braves – tickets were
compliments of the New York Mets.

A special thanks goes out to Bill Deacon and the New
York Mets for providing the Rutgers Turfgrass Club
with a personalized tour of Shea as well as tickets for
the ballgame that evening.  

Brad Park is Sports Turf Res. and Ed. Coor., 
Rutgers Univ.; SFMANJ Board member; 

and Editor, SFMANJ Update                     

Bill Deacon, Head Groundskeeper, NY Mets (left)
describes his turfgrass management techniques
to (left to right) Bruce Culver; Dr. Rich Hurley, 
Turfgrass Specialist; Dr. Bruce Clarke, Director, 

Rutgers Center for Turfgrass Science; and 
Tim Sibicky, President, Rutgers Turfgrass Club

Straight edge.  The margin of the outfield turfgrass and
warning track is meticulously maintained 

by Bill Deacon and his staff.

Bill Deacon applies water to the home plate
area prior to the Mets’ game against the

Atlanta Braves.  

The scoreboard at Shea Stadium is a defining feature
of the Mets’ home in Queens

US ATHLETIC FIELDS, INC.
Sports Field Maintenance, Renovation & Construction

John McKnight and Bill Siegel
PO Box 38 – Skillman, NJ 08558
609-466-2846 Fax: 609-466-1808

john@usathleticfields.com

STORR TRACTOR COMPANY
Turf, Irrigation and Ballfield Equipment

Sales- Fred Castenschiold, Kevin Hoban, Steve Bradley
3191 Highway 22 Somerville, NJ 08876

908-722-9830 Fax: 908-722-9847

TOTAL CONTROL, INC.
Athletic Field Consulting & Management

Jim Hermann, CSFM
PO Box 422 - Lebanon, NJ 08833

(908) 236-9118
totalcontroljim@earthlink.net

WILFRED MAC DONALD, INC
Turf Equipment/Irrigation

Sales-Bernie White, Mike Clifford, Tim Kerwin
19 Central Blvd., S. Hackensack, NJ 07606

888-831-0891 ex 114 Fax: 201-931-1730
sales@wilfredmacdonald.com

PARTAC/BEAM CLAY
Your “One-Stop Source” For

Baseball and Sports Turf Surfaces & Supplies!
Kelsey Park, Great Meadows, NJ 07838

(800) 247-BEAM, (908) 637-4191
Fax (908) 637-8421, partac@goes.com

FISHER AND SON CO., INC.
Superior Products for the Turf and Horticultural Professional
Agronomic Services, Fertilizers, Seed, and Control Products

Jeff Borajkiewicz  (609) 532-4837  
Bruce Cadenelli (732) 245-2599
Brian Robinson (484) 886-0021

BEN SHAFFER & ASSOCIATES
Park, Playground and Streetscape Solutions

Serving NJ since 1921
State Contract Vendor

800-953-2021
Website: www.benshaffer.com

COVERMASTER, INC.
Baseball and football field covers and accessories

Natural turf concert covers & EVERGREENTM turf blankets
800-387-5808 • Fax 416-742-6837

covermaster.com • info@covermaster.com
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