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The Certified Sports Field Manager (CSFM) Program is a
credentialing program developed and sponsored by Sports Turf
Managers Association (STMA). The purpose of the program is to
recognize the professionalism, knowledge and experience of the
sports field managers who have qualified and met the rigorous
standards. The process begins by contacting the STMA
Headquarters and requesting a CSFM Packet. The packet con-
tains all of the information about the program as well as an appli-
cation. Candidates qualify for the program by first quantifying
their education and their experience. The view of STMA is that
a combination of education and experience are necessary to be
the best possible athletic field manager. It recognizes that the
sports turf industry is very diverse and that experience as a sports
field manager must play a major role. It is possible to become cer-
tified with only a high school education if you have enough expe-
rience in sports field management. You cannot become a CSFM
by education alone.

Once it has been determined that you are qualified, you then
prepare for the written examination. The exam consists of 300
multiple choice questions in a multiple choice format, and covers
four major areas of sports field management:

1. Agronomics - both cool and warm season turfgrasses

2. Pest Management – IPM, cultural and pesticides

3. Administration - budgets, people skills, first aid

4. Sports Specific Field Management –maintenance,
playability and aesthetics (but NO field dimensions!)

I really must warn you; this test is not for amateurs! The
CSFM packet contains a 20 page booklet describing all of the
knowledge and competencies needed to pass the exam. The pack-
et also suggests a reading list of books and articles that will be
helpful in preparing for the test.

My impression of the test was that it was very fair. The ques-
tions were about real life problems and situations. By passing this
test, it means that you have a broad working knowledge of sports
field management that could get you in the door, anywhere in the
country.

There is something special about becoming a CSFM. It
demonstrates a commitment to excellence, acknowledged
accountability, and increased professionalism. Certified Sports
Field Managers are committed to field safety and dedicated to cost
effective facility management. It is a valuable learning experi-
ence, and can open doors for future opportunities and earnings
potential.

(continued on page 16)

DID YOU KNOW?
Institutional (athletic fields, golf
courses, school, etc.) purchases

accounted for 18% of sod sales by
New Jersey sod growers in 2001;
whereas 51% of sod sales were to

landscape contractors.

-NJ Turfgrass Industry
Economic Survey

WELCOME NEW &
RENEWED SFMANJ MEMBERS

(continued from page 3)

Bodine, Alan Branchburg Township
Borajkiewicz, Jeffrey Fisher & Son Co., Inc.
Bradley, Steve Storr Tractor Co.
Brick, Gary Mainland Regional High School
Buono, Bob Tri State Athletic Field Services & Supplies, Inc.
Burke, Paul Manalapan Township
Capone, Michael The LandTek Group
Carbone Jr., John Morris & Bergen County Irrigation
Carey, Gregg Farm-Rite Inc.
Caruso, Pete Levitt’s LLC
Castenschiold, Fred Storr Tractor Co.
Chimento, James JC Landscape Construction/Management Co.
Clarke, Dr. Bruce Rutgers University, Dept. of Plant

Bio/Pathology
Clifford, Mike Wilfred MacDonald
Colacarro, Frank Middlesex Co. Voc. Tech. High School
Coleman, Dave Raritan Township Public Works
Connell, Sean Georgia Golf Construction, Inc.
Cooper, Jeff Lawn Connection
Cramer, Jeff Howell Township
Crossen, John Hillsborough Twp. Parks Dept.
Davisson, Tim Bio Basics, LLC
DeBuck, Leonard M. DeBuck’s Sod Farm of NY, Inc.
DeFelice, Mike Mendham Borough DPW
DeSanctis,Sr., Dennis Aer-Core, Inc.
DeVries Jr., John Hillside Gardens Inc.
Disko, Bob Somerset County Park Comm.
Dorer, Jeffrey Morris Hills Regional District
Douglas, Dan Keystone Athletic Field Managers Org.
Downing, Kevin St. Joseph’s Church
Drayer, Thomas Philadelphia Turf Co.
Druzsba, Robert Woodbridge Township, Parks Dept.
Dusenbery, James Dwight Englewood Schools
Dykstra, Pieter Individual Member
Elder, Thomas Ewing Township
Ellis, Ralph Berkeley Township
Ertle, David Ocean Cty.Utilities Authority
Fama, Salvatore Sherwin Williams Co.
Feury, William B. The Terre Company
Finnegan, Dan K-Rain Manufacturing Corp.
Fisher, Thomas Lee Complete Lawn Service, Inc.
Fitzgerald Sr., Dave Till Paint Co. Inc.
Galosi, Peter Cinnaminson Board of Ed.
Gardner, Brian Tuckerton Turf Farms Inc.
Gates, James Jim Gates & Co., Inc.
Grande, Dr. John Rutgers University, Snyder Research Farm
Graser, Mark Custom Groundskeeping
Griepentrog, Ken National Seed
Gritschke, Todd Rahway Public Works
Hauck III, Lester Monmouth University
Heck, Kim STMA
Hendrickson, Richard Primos Products, Inc.
Herberger, George Ben Shaffer & Associates, Inc.
Hoban, Kevin Storr Tractor Co.
Hoffman, Bruce Martin Stone Quarries, Inc.
Hustus, Chris Lenape Board of Education
Juliano, Jr., Anthony A. Juliano & Sons, Inc.
Kalish, CTP, Rich Farmside Landscape & Design Inc.
Kapp, John M. West Windsor-Plainsboro Reg.SD
Krohe, Kenneth Keyport Board of Education
LaLena, David Philadelphia Turf Co.
Lance, Anthony Woodbridge Township, Parks Dept.
LaSasso, Frank Hammonton Board of Ed.
Lawlor, Jim Atlantic City Special Improv. Dist.
Leon, Sam Leons Sod Farm, Inc.
Lindsay, Dave Somerset County Park Comm.
Maguire, Bob Springfield Township Recreation
Mann, Dennis Union Township Board of Education
Manna, Nick Westfield Board of Education
Mantz, Tom Branchburg Township
Marcason, Jeffry Northvale, Borough of
Martin, Loren Terra-Gro, Inc.
Martino, Paul Applied Landscape Technologies
Marzocca, Dean Dean’s Lawn & Landscape
Matakitis, Ron Delbarton School
Mateyka, William Old Bridge Township
Mathis, Ken Brick Township
McCormack, Darren Saint Peter’s College
McGuirt, Brian Cliffside Park Recreation

McKnight, John U.S. Athletic Fields, Inc.
Meissner, Robert West Windsor-Plainsboro Reg.SD
Miller, Thomas Environmental Resolutions, Inc.
Moore, Tim The Lawrenceville School
Morris, Mike Westfield Board of Education
Murphy, Dr. James Rutgers University, Dept.of Plant

Bio/Pathology
Murray, Joe Murray Hydroseeding, LLC
Myers, Dennis Ranney School
Neff, Art Croton, Village Of
Newbery, Thomas Rahway Public Works
O’Connor, Michael Bergen County Technical Schools
Oleykowski, Mike Fisher & Son Co., Inc.
Park, Bradley Rutgers University,Dept. of Plant

Bio/Pathology
Passomato, Rocco Chatham School District
Paul, Albert Ridgewood Village
Pena, Tanael Morris Hills Regional District
Pendle, Richard Florence Township
Perilli, David Perilli Landscaping Inc.
Perrine, Wes Geo.Schofield Co. Inc.
Phiefer, Brian New Jersey Landscape Contractors Assoc., Inc.
Phillips, Paul Union Township Board of Education
Pine, Bill Mantua Township
Policastro, Judy Irrigation Association of New Jersey
Pompei, Marie F.M. Brown’s Sons, Inc.
Quaranta, George Edison Board of Education
Ramos, Charles Ranney School
Reed, Ron NJ All-Turf
Renzulli, John Newark Academy
Revello, Bob Morristown-Beard School
Rickard, Michelle New Jersey Turfgrass Association
Rogers, Steve American Lawn Sprinkler
Rohland, Edmund Millville Babe Ruth Sports Complex
Romanik, Rich Millville, City of
Roux, Philippe Lakewood Public Works
Saft, Mark Mainland Regional High School
Salvatore III, Louis Medford Lakes Country Club
Santalone, Jr., Ed Atlantic Irrigation Specialties
Savard, CSFM, CGM, Don Salesianum School
Seger, Patricia Vernon Township
Shanko, Michael The Peddie School
Shannon, Jack West Deptford Board of Education
Shetler, Patricia U.S. Silica Company
Shortell, Robert Rutgers University
Sibicky, Timothy Rutgers University
Siegel, Bill U.S. Athletic Fields, Inc.
Singer, Jr., Karl Bayonne City
Sodano, Vince Mainland Regional High School
Spevak, Joseph Manalapan Twp.
Sponzilli, Daniel The Hydroseeding Pro Co., Inc.
Standowski, Richard Sayreville Borough
Steward, Tom Cresskill Public Schools
Stryker, James Delaware Valley Reg.High School
Suppa, Luke Roxbury Township
Tarantino, Mike SoCal STMA
Taylor, Joel Haddon Twp. Board of Education
Terrill, Arsenius Morris Hills Regional District
Tighe, Denis Virginia Tech
Tobias, Andrew South River Board of Education
Tolley, Craig County College of Morris
Toth, Larry Rider University
Tucker, Walter Ocean City
Valvano, Bob Marturano Recreation Co., Inc.
Van Demark, Scot Mahwah Board of Education
Van Drumpt, Peter DryJect/Profile Products
Vansant, Barry National Seed
Viersma, Michael Bob Viersma & Sons, Inc.
Ward, Dave Roxbury Township
Warner, Bill O.A. Newton and Son, Co.
Wendel, CGCS, Jeff Iowa Sports Turf Managers Assoc.
White, Bernie Wilfred MacDonald
Wilson, Howard Somerset County Park Comm.
Wise, Bill Rain Bird Corp.
Witt, Thomas Cranbury Township
Yager, John Edison Board of Education
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Presently, there are 70 people who wear the designation of
Certified Sports Field Manager. We invite you to take up the
challenge. Do it for yourself. Join our ranks, and help us take our
profession to greater heights.

CSFM Requirements
A total of 40 combined education and experience points are
required to take the certification examination.

Program Points
Turf Related Associates Degree 8
Non-Turf Associates Degree 2
Turf Related Bachelors Degree 16
Non-Turf Bachelors Degree 8
Turf Related Advanced 24

NOTE: Education points are not cumulative. Experience points
are per year for each activity you have served. No more than 50%
of total experience points can be earned on a golf course.

Activity Points
Sports Turf Crew 1.0
Sports Turf Supervisor 3.0
Sports Turf Manager 6.0
Golf Course Assistant Superintendent 1.5
Golf Course Superintendent 3.0

*Don Savard is a Certified Sports Field Manager (CSFM)
and Certified Grounds Manager (CGM); Director, Athletic Facilities

and Grounds, Salesianum School; and a member of
the SFMANJ Board of Directors
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DID YOU KNOW?
Turfgrass is a major land cover in

New Jersey, accounting for 880,542
acres and making-up 18% of the State’s

Total land area
-NJ Turfgrass Industry Economic Survey
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