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The Information Toolset- Identify Your Resources!
Even the best grounds managers don’t know all the
answers to their questions, but here is how to find them! We
live in the information age, where we can quickly find out
almost everything about anything. We look to our resources
to find the answers. Anyplace that you can find information is
a potential resource.
I believe that my most important informational
resources are the people. It began with the instructors that I
had in school and the bosses and coworkers who taught me
the fundamentals of my job. Trusted colleagues helped me figure out what to do- and sometimes what not to do, and continue to do so. My vendors partner with me and help me find
solutions to problems. I network with my industry peers constantly. I try to surround myself with people who know more
than me and I listen, ask questions and learn from them.
My next choice is information that I can find in print. I
have textbooks and reference books on my bookshelf. Some of
these books are like a “groundskeeper’s bible”, they contain
the fundamental facts about what I need to know and what I
need to do. I read and reference them often. There are also a
number of trade magazines that I read monthly. Publications
such as Sports Turf, Grounds Maintenance, Landscape
Management and others offer timely information for the reader as most issues have a monthly theme. The articles are usually well written and concise and have useful content. Most
subscriptions are free, thanks to an abundance of advertisers.
Another great place for information is the Internet.
There are a number of good e-magazines out there for
groundskeepers and sports field managers. Some are weekly
newsletters with links to other websites, others are monthly.
If you are looking for something specific, search engines such
as Google, Yahoo and others can find tens if not hundreds of
search results about whatever topic you choose.
Continuing Professional Education courses that Rutgers
or your local community college offers are a good way to
become trained and many offer credits and a certification of
completion. Among the formats in which courses are offered
are seminar, traditional classroom and online or distance
learning classes. I took a soils course online last year and it
was just as rigorous as any that I had in college. The advantage was that I could fit it around my busy schedule.
Some of the best clearinghouses of information are professional organizations such as the
Sports Field Managers Association of New Jersey,
the New Jersey Turfgrass Association, and others. These organizations publish newsletters by
and for their membership, sponsor field days and
demonstrations.
Lastly, if you need to know about a control
product, ALWAYS read the label. A label is a
tremendous resource. The label will tell you
many things including what pests it will and
won’t control, what things you can safely apply it
to, when, how and the amounts much to use.
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Large soil pores called macropores and
water will drain from these pores under
the influence of gravity, thus called
gravitational water.

New Jersey was well represented at the STMA National Conference in Orlando, FL from
January 18-22, 2006. Top row (l-r): Don Savard, CSFM and SFMANJ Vice President; Jim
Hermann, CSFM; Fred Castenschiold; Jim Gates, SFMANJ Treasurer; Rich Watson; Karl
“Chuckie” Singer. Bottom row (l-r) Ken Mathis, SFMANJ President; El Hermann,
SFMANJ Past President; Brad Park, Editor, SFMANJ Update.
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Becoming a Certified Sports Field Manager is my ultimate goal. I have just
qualified to take the exam with enough experience points and hope to take it at
next years conference. The Preparing for the CSFM Exam Workshop with Mary
Owen of UMass and George Trivett CSFM was a good study guide. They went
over the different sections of the exam and ended the workshop with a sample
test. I have a better idea of what the exam is about and look forward to taking it
next year.
This year’s Awards Banquet was very special for me because the STMA honored one of their founding fathers. Henry Indyk was a friend and mentor to
many of us. Since his passing I think of him often, especially at turf conferences
(go figure). Henry was always there with advice and support. His knowledge was
only surpassed by his caring for other people. Greg Petry spoke about his relationship with Henry and brought a lot of fond memories back for all of us there.
If you didn’t make it to Orlando this year, you missed out. However, next
year’s conference is in San Antonio, TX (Jan. 17-21, 2007). Start making plans
now to find a way to get there. It will take some salesmanship on your part, but
it is well worth the extra effort. My school district supports me in my quest for
continuing education. Our budget is small, but that is why going to these conferences is so important. The things I learn and bring back with me are invaluable. I can’t always afford to do things the way they are explained but I can get
ideas that will fit into our program. Education gives you the tools to do a better
job. In addition to education you will meet people that will share information
and their experiences with you. The networking system within the STMA is
amazing. If you have questions or need help, always remember there is someone out there just like you.

Turfgrasses have been utilized by humans to enhance
their environment for more than 10 centuries.
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