
John Deere Landscapes
providing Turf Managers the J[gls ro, ExCellgncg.

z
"hhn Oeere knascapes adds piice oi mind to,ny business. l'm able to purchase from one vendor and

ieceive quali$ products acmss the toaiu ney ao ure hcst job

of any full senice vendor at pfoviding a choice tor thC premium product,"

- Erad Sa$*le, P.r0fessidfiar:Istrel, tat dsEeJ4s',.UE

Seed, Sod, Fertilizers &
Soil Amendments

Turf Supplies &
Tools

l{ith over 250 branches nationwide, we have a location near you. Stop by and see what we can offer you todayl

New Jersey Locations:
Farm ingdale
Mountainside

Franklin Lakes
Pleasantville

Hamilton Township
Randolph

Hammonton
Sewell

800-3/'74272
www.JohnDeere[andscapes.com

NFL and MLB Groundskeepers Create a Field of Dreams at an
Inner-City Phoenix High School

Jan22,2005
Athletic Turf News

Phoenix, AZ - The day before the
kick offofthe l6th Sports Turf Managers
Association Annual Conference, more
than 50 professional athlet ic f ie ld
managers from the NFL and MLB
part ic ipated in a joint  community
service project to renovate the baseball
field at North High School (NHS) in
central Phoenix.

"This is probably the most exciting
thing that's happened here in 15 yean," said
NHS Principal Zack Munoz. Muroz was
previously the school's atbletic director. NHS
is an inner+if school ofapproximately 2,500
studen8.

The school has only one baseball
field and due to the high haffic and low
maintenance budgef and despite ttre efforts of
bottr coaches and players, the field conditions
had seriously deteriorated.

Usingequipmentandmaterials provided
bv Toro" TurfaceAthlefics and Covermaster.

the highly skilled volunteers dragged and
raked the ffield" leveled the playing surface,
rebuilt the batter's box and pitchen mound
and mowed, edged and striped the h:ri

"This really gives us the opportuniSz
to work together, and we don't usually get
to do that" said Bob Christoffenon, head

for ttre Seattle Marinen and
one of the organizers of the evenl "Since
we have NFL and MLB guys here, we'll
definitely leam a lotfrom each other."

At the end of the dav. the field's lines
were all perl-ectly straighi the turf expertly
groomed and the base paths were absolutely
iffinaculate.

'The biggest thing was to give back to
the community," said Christofferson. "We
have a tearn oftalented professional working
togetherhere to make ttris fieldbetter than it
wasbefore."

On Saturday, January 22, STMA
Conference attendees visited the newly
renovatedfield to attend a series ofhands-on
seminars andwodchoos on oitcher's mound
maintenance and r.puiit. infield preparation.

fieldlogopaintingand stenciling, linepainting
and field layout game day cosmetics and
other topics. The North High fthool staffalso
attended so they could leam how to maintain
the high-quality playing conditions.

"The groundskeepers who helped
rebuild Norh High School's field are the
elite ofthe elite," said Charlie Vestal, Tlrface
Sports Field Manager at Profile Products. ''By
getting 'in the di4'these indusffy leaden are
showing ttreircommitrnentto the industyby
giving back to a deserving communiqr."

'"fbro is extemely proud to be a pmt
ofthis great evenl" said Dale Ge@ national
sports fields and grounds sales manager for
Toro. "Grounds managers take immense
pride in their work and often have to face
the reality of fields weary from over use. By
pitching in to renovate this field we will not
only rmprove the field" but the communiqz
pride ofthe athletes and spectators that use
the facility. The field managers and sponsors
really teamed up in a big way to make this
school's dream arealitv." r
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