perform miracles. Often these claims
are anecdotal. Ask to see who did the
research, when and where. The growth
of any plant is limited most by the
essential plant nutrient present in the
least relative amount (Liebig’s “Law of
the Minimum?™).

Should you “fertilize the turf” or
fertilize the soil”? In today’s economic
and environmental climate, turf
managers need to verify the philosophy
behind the fertilizer recommendations
given by the testing laboratories, and
then develop an economically feasible
and defendable fertility management
program.

*Don Savard is the Athletic
Facilities & Grounds Manager for
Salesianum School, Wilmington,
DE and Vice President of SFMANJ.
donsavard@msn.com
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e Plank, C. Owen, Soil Testing-
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Exten Service Pub

e Murdock, Lloyd, Evaluating
Fertilizer Recommendations, 1997,
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e Focus on Soil Testing and
Nutrient Recommendations, 1994,
Maryland Coop Exten, vol. 1, issue 2

e Oldham, Larry, Nutrient and
Soil Management, Mississippi State
Univ Exten Service, Nov. 8, 2000

¢ Gardiner, Duane T., Raymond
W. Miller, Soils In Our Environment,
10" Ed, Pearson Prentice Hall. «
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only mandatory measurements. All other
measurements are “recommended”
distances

9. Be graded so as not to allow
standing water to accumulate either on
the infield or in adjacent turf areas be it
fair or foul territory

a. Sand slit drainage should be
utilized in turf areas adjacent to skinned
areas to eliminate the potential for
standing water where existing slope is
ineffective

10. Include dugout areas as a criteria
for evaluating safety and playability

11. Include backstops and fencing
as a criteria for evaluating safety and
playability

12. Employ aproactive management
plan designed to maintain safety and
playability e

Field Tip

Certification Practice Test
Questions To Go On Line

Do you know the answer to the fol-
lowing question?

Perennial rvegrass plants do not
produce:

a) roots

b) stillers

c) stolons

d) shoots

By the end of December, you will be
able to “practice” taking the certification
exam to help you prepare for the actual exam.
Look for the announcement on the home page
to access the questions and the answer key.
To be eligible to take the test, you must
have at a minimum, a high school diploma
or equivalent, and achieve a minimum of
40 points earned through a combination of
education and experience. To receive a full
packet outlining the application process,
contact [craigiwsportsturfimanager.com or
call 800-323-3875. (The answer is C =
stolons) «

e

Wilfred MacDonald is your team when it comes

We offer a wide variety
of equipment from striping reel and rotary mowers
to athletic field conditioners, line stripers, groomers,
top dressers, aerifiers and more! Our comprehensive
line of Jacobsen, Smithco, Turfco, National and
Vertidrain gives you the largest variety of turf
Contact your sales
representative today for a demonstration!

to athletic field eqiupment.

equipment to choose from!

Wilfred MacDonald, inc

19 Central Boulevard

South Hackensack, NJ 07606
888-831-0891

www. wilfredmacdonald.com

* % w0

January/February 2005

Sales Representatives:
Bernie White

Mike Clifford

Tim Kerwin

Mike Pelrine
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