"An OceanCountyAthletic Field

ConstructionStory"
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For those of you who have attended a Floyd Perry
seminar or read one of his books, you know he is
legendaryfor teaching athletic field managers how to
creativelymake the most of resources at hand. Floyd
Perrywill pointout how you can save hundredsof dollars
by using a piece of chain link fence to make an infield
drag mat insteadof purchasingone off the shelf. What if
you usedthis sametype of frugalresourcefulness
to save
thousands of dollars on an athletic field project? lt is
being done in Ocean County New Jersey-known for
summervacationsand sandysoils.
In '1999 Casey Parker (Sports Field Manager
Associationof NJ Member # 992) was given the task to
buildtwo new footballfields in the Pine Barrensandy soil
of LaceyTownship. Casey knew soil amendmentswere
desperatelyneeded or the sand would forever pose a
problemfor water and nutrientretentionand healthyturf
rooting.lt so happensthat Casey is the Directorof Public
Works in Lacey,which includesthe Parks Department,
the Road Departmentand a Class C Leaf Composting
Facility.Whilemanyarchitectswould spec in the addition
of an outsidesourceof topsoilto amend a poor athletic
fieldsoil, Caseythoughtdifferently. Casey had mounds
of compostedleaf mulch readily availableand two new
fields sorely in need of organic enhancement. Casey
clearedthe site and strippedthe nativesoil (mostlysand)
off. Ratherthan trucking in topsoil, Casey trucked the
"native strippings"back to his compost facility and
blended 1 part leaf compost to 2 parts native soil. A
trommelscreen was borrowedfrom the good people at
the Ocean County RecyclingCenter for screening and
blendingthe finalmix. The materialwas transportedback
to the job site and was diskedinto the top 6 to 8 inchesof
the soil profile. In additionto the leaf compost, Casey
addedlime and Oceangro@
5-5-0fertilizer.
Casey knew about Oceangro for two years but was
hesitantto try it for publicrelationsreasons. Oceangrois
an organicgranularfertilizerderivedfrom sewage sludge
solids that are heat dried and screened into a granular
product.Caseydidn'tthink the publicwould be friendlyto
the thought of such a fertilizer being applied to their
athleticfields. He decidedto give Oceangro a chance
however,after learning the EPA and NJDEP monitor
fertilizers like Oceangro and the NJ Department of
AgricultureregisteredOceangroas a fertilizer-like any
otherfertilizeron the market.Casey decideda controltest
was in order to see if Oceangromade a differenceas a
grow in product. Half of the new footballfield complex
was fertilizedwith a synthetic starter fertilizerand the
other half was fertilizedwith Oceangro. When the field
came in, Casey noticed a dramatic differencebetween
the Oceangrohalf and the syntheticside. Casey noticed
the Oceangrosectionhad a much bettergermination
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success (7 days insteadof the 3 weeks neededfor the
synthetic starter fertilizerfield) as well as significantly
deeper rooting. lt didn't take long to decide it would be
best to disk the syntheticfield in, add Oceangroand
reseedto allowthe fieldto grow in evenly. Bestyet, since
Oceangro is a product of Ocean County-the Ocean
County Utilities Authority donated Oceangro to Lacey
Township at no charge and The Authorityeven loaneda
spreaderto LaceyTownshipto helpspreadOceangro.
Casey seeded his fieldsat a 5 to 6 lb. per thousand
square foot rate with a 90% Turf Type Tall Fescueand
10% Bluegrassand witnessedgreatgerminationwith his
leaf mulch/Oceangromixture. He didn't stop there
however-the followingseasonhe aggressivelyfollowed
up by slit seedingat 2 to 4 lbs per thousandto push the
turl densityto where he wantedit. So how did the fields
turn out? Lacey Township Athletic Fields have a
reputationfor being the best in the area. Casey himself
keepsthe standardhigh-he says he likesto keephis turf
"dense& deep". Sincethe two footballfieldswere grown
in, Casey has used the same methodfor buildingall new
fields in Lacey Township. There have never been any
complaintsabout how he built his fields or the use of
Oceangroand almost no one knows how much money
Casey saved Lacey by leveragingthe resourcesat hand.
Casey Parkernotedthat whileOceangrodid a greatjob
as a grow in fertilizer,he now usesOceangroat the end
of his soortsseasonas a micronutrientdorm?Irr"n"
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Terre Hasa full
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Pesticides
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GooseControl
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Paints
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KeepYour Ball field's safe and
lookinggreat!!TERREhas the
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fertilizersupplement."Oceangrois great but it's not
a magic pill that will replaceall other fertilizers."Casey
likes the slow release,non-burning,non-leachingnature
of the organicside of 5-5-0 Oceangro.He equallyvalues
the ease of applicationand completeanalysisof the 1919-19 syntheticfertilizernow in use on his fieldsfor the
rest of his program.Casey recognizesthe importance
and shortlallsof both organicand syntheticproductsand
uses both to the advantageof maximumturf health.
To gain the benefit of both worlds of organicand
syntheticfertilizers,some fertilizerblendersoffer hybrid
blendscombiningboth
lf your soils are deficientin organicmatter-like the
sandy soils in Ocean County-adding organicfertilizers
or hybrids is a step in the right direction, but a
permanentfix requiresbiggerthinking. Purchasingand
adding topsoil is one option, adding leaf compostyou
have on-hand is another demonstrated and more
resourcefulway to accomplishthe same task.
The next time you're in Ocean County, check out
any Lacy Townshipathleticfield. Here is proof of a turf
managerwho knows what he is doing, is open minded
and has saved his Townshipa bundle by workingwith
what is available.A

"MonthlyFieldTip"
Bug of the month "Bagworms"
6yTimT{ermanru
CSFM*
Although not specific to sports fields, these little
noseeums can be devastating to the beauty of the
landscapeand cause much anguish to the grounds
manager.
Little brown bags attached to twigs on the outer most
branches of both deciduous and evergreen trees and
shrubsare the tell tale sign of this pest. At first glance,
these bags resemble a bit of dead foliage. Further
examinationwill reveal a bag up to 2 inches in length
composedof interwovenbits of dead foliage, twigs and
silk. Duringthe summer,a dark brown or black caterpillar
is containedin the bag. Initiallythe caterpillardrags the
bag aroundas it feeds on leaves,enlargingthe bag as it
grows. By late August,the caterpillarfinishesfeedingand
attachesthe bag to a twig. Insidethe bag, it forms a pupa.
Severaldays later,an adult moth emergesfrom the pupa.
The female is wingless and stays within the bag. The
male then flies to the old bag (or ratherthe bag containing
the female)and they mate while she is still inside. She
then laysa mass of eggs withinthe bag and dies.

*Richard Oates ls a Sa/es and Marketing Coordinatorfor
The Ocean County Utilities Authority in Bayville, NJ
www.ocua.com
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