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President’s Message
By JOE BUDINICH, Peninsula Golf and Country Club

As I write this article, my staff is completing late summer aerification, and I am sure most of

you are gearing up for your own aerifications in a few weeks. Though the weather hasn’t been

as hot this summer as years past, the wind seems to be relentless, which causes challenges
in itself. As we transition to fall, I would like to bring up that we have a few more events on
the calendar that you should consider signing up for:

*  Tri-Chapter Meeting — Monday, August 11th at Berkeley Country Club

*  Emerging Technology Expo — October 23rd at McKelvey Park in Mountain View
*  Annual Meeting — November 17th at Peninsula Golf and Country Club

*  Holiday Meeting — December 5th at Monterey Plaza Hotel & Spa

The Emerging Technology Expo looks to have a great line-up of drones, autonomous
mowers, GPS sprayers and other items that will ultimately make our jobs easier and more
efficient. We will also be hosting the Holiday Meeting at the Monterey Plaza Hotel and Spa
again this year on December 5th. This event and venue received rave reviews by those who
attended last year, so reserve your spot as soon as registration opens.

I would like to point out that we have three national events being hosted in this region
this late summer and early fall. The U.S. Amateur is being hosted at The Olympic Club
on August 11th, the Walker Cup will be hosted at Cypress Point Club on September 6th;
and the Women’s Mid-Amateur is being hosted at Monterey Peninsula Country Club on
October 4th. If you haven’t done so already, please sign up to volunteer or attend these
events.

In conclusion, if any of you are interested in serving on the Board of Directors next year,
please reach out to me or another board member. We are looking to fill a couple director
positions and an Assistant Superintendent liaison position.

Sincerely,

Joe Budinich

i Northern California Chapter
‘ ; //\1 o ) (r\\ /, ‘\ //_:\
\/ \ I‘} ( 2 y

i ) oY o

Golf Course Superintendents Association of America

THE GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENTS ASSOCIATION OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 5



d Executive Director’s Report

By MARC CONNERLY, GCSANC

The GCSANC Board met late last month, and there
are two exciting initiatives to share with members.

First, the organization remains committed to
addressing the shortage of talent entering the
superintendent profession. Our turf scholarship
program and our intern housing assistance both
focus on this need, and at the recent Board meeting
the Board discussed a letter received from the San
Joaquin County Office of Education asking GCSANC
to collaborate on an apprenticeship program for
greenskeepers.

The Board agreed to pursue the concept further, and
we have invited San Joaquin County representatives to
join us on the next Board call.

Michigan formed an apprenticeship program for
superintendents within the last few years, and it is
my understanding that the program has been very
successful, so there is a precedent.

While this is still the very early stages, conceptually
this is an exciting opportunity for GCSANC to
pursue.

The second initiative focuses on mental health
for superintendents, a topic that can be difficult for
many to discuss, but one that is very important. The
Board had a lengthy discussion on the topic and there
was an overwhelming sentiment that it is a subject
that deserves attention from the association.

Watch for articles, information and mental health
resources from the association in the coming months.

On a final note, GCSANC received a Club
Procure Chapter Education Grant in the amount of
$250 through GCSAA. The grant is intended to help
fund the Tri-Chapter meeting, which is scheduled at
Berkeley Country Club in just a few days. GCSANC
is grateful to Club Procure and GCSAA for that grant.

Mavrce OowwerLg

GCSANC Members Since 1976
Phone: 408-432-9040

T M T ENTERPRISES, INC.

IN BUSINESS SINCE 1961

Web: www.tmtenterprises.net

TMT serves all of Northern & Central California, as well as the Reno-Tahoe area with high quality materials.
USGA Root Zone Sand - USGA Root Zone Mix - Top Dressing Sand - Kiln Dried Sand
Fairway Top Dressing - Bunker Sand - Drainage Aggregates - Cart Path Aggregates
ix - Organic Amendments - Inorganic Amendments

Email: mfo@tmtenterpnses.net
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Thank you
to GCSANC Silver Preferred Partner:

0= BASF

We create chemistry

Top Dressing &
Bunker Golf Sand

Improve play conditions and reduce
maintenance costs with sand from G3 Minerals

Golf Bunker Blends
e G3 Premier White
e G3Bunker
e G3 White

Top Dressing Blends

e« TD320 « TD330
e TD325 « TD360

Get your sand blend solution, click
or call today!

GB Minerals

e (925) 450-5229

Thank you
to GCSANC Silver Preferred Partner:

cNvu

HTTP:// WWW.ENVU.COM

Thank you
to GCSANC Silver Preferred Partner:

Possibility begins with empowering you.

No one knows your course from tee to green quite like you. But
that will never keep us from nurturing the relationships you've
grown to value with us at Nutrien Solutions. Armed with
experienced field agronomists, innovative mapping and moisture

monitoring tools, state-of-the-art plar i diag labs,
as well as an extensive selection of trusted inputs and exciting
new technologies, your Nutrien Solutions location is well equipped
to help you find the best solutions for your course.
nutrienagsolutions.com

Coastal CA Representatives
Nate Weber Mike Ravel

{ m mike.r ien.com

(C) 775-842-9913 (C) 831-595-6504

Nutrien Y

Solutions

Thank you
to GCSANC Silver Preferred Partner:

IA'SSURED
ﬁ AGGREGATES ICONINCY

www.assuredaggregates.com

Thank you
to GCSANC Silver Preferred Partner:

GrassRoofs

Turf Supply

www.grassrootsturfsupply.com

Everyone wants to be great.
Only one can be BEST®

Don't settle for second best. Get BEST®
for superior quality, selection and value,
no matter the application.

3 Don Mulcahy
.. 2 don.mulcahy@simplot.com

p gy (209) 481-0070
www.bestfertilizer.com

SIMPLISTIC - SUSTAINABLE - STRATEGIC
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From the Field

By JEFF JENSEN, GCSAA Field Staff;, Southwest Region

Hope this finds our GCSANC members doing
well and surviving the difficult summer months. I
look forward to seeing many of you at the upcoming
Northern California Tri-Chapter Meeting at Berkeley
Country Club. It should be an enjoyable day!

There have been some exciting things going on
at GCSAA as we continue to increase our focus on
workforce development. The GCSAA Training Video
Series was released on May 27. Free to GCSAA
members, the crew-based videos cover topics from cup
cutting and greens mowing to bunker raking, hand
watering and more. This 11-video series aims to help
superintendents attract, train and retain employees. The

videos can be accessed at https://learn.gcsaa.org/pages/

video-training-series? zs=AHEEN1& zl=dfmm?7.
The videos are currently being translated to Spanish as

well and are free of charge to GCSAA members. This is

a great member benefit for you, your crew and facility!

In other news, GCSAA just released its newly-
redesigned website at www.gcsaa.org. The latest version
is cleaner, easier to navigate, and more responsive on
mobile devices. There are also more opportunities to
view news and information about key programs on
the homepage. Content is divided into five main focus
areas:

e WHO WE ARE: Who We Are focuses on
information about the association, membership
and resources for media.

e WHAT WE DO: What We Do looks at GCSAA’s
role in the golf industry and wider world
through programs like advocacy and the GCSAA

Foundation.

*  FACILITY: Facility offers the resources to help
GCSAA members and their facilities thrive
with information on the environment and best
management practices, access to the Turfgrass
Information File and calculators to help with a
variety of projects on the course.

*  CAREER: Career focuses on the professional
development opportunities to help you advance
and the workforce development tools to help
you build and retain your staff.

e COMMUNITY: Community is the place to
find connections at the chapter and regional
levels, and the popular forums and membership
directory.

In addition to the new look and navigation, gcsaa.
org now features translation capabilities in Spanish,
French and Italian. The site is also enhanced with an
optimized Al search to help you find the resources
you are looking for on gcsaa.org and beyond.

The site will continue to have further
enhancements in the coming months and we hope
you enjoy the latest features.

As always, please reach out to me with any
questions or assistance you may need at jjensen@
gcsaa.org. You can also follow me on X for industry
updates at GCSAA_SW and my regional blog and
calendar of events is available at https://www.gcsaa.
org/resources/regional-resources/southwest. Thank
you for your support!

Jety Jeasen
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INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED
SINCE 1982

WEST COAST

Life is Short. Sod it!

Sierra Pacific Turf Supply has
3 locations to serve you:

Campbell: 510 Salmar Avenue « Campbell, CA 95008

Rocklin: 1175 Tara Court * Rocklin, CA 95765 WWW We Stcoa stt u rf CO m

Sparks: 535 Vista Blvd., Sparks, NV 89434
www.sierrapacificturf.com
st Greg Dunn: (209) 394-4904
Will Barragan: (209) 276-3324

OVER 90% OF

SNAKE SERIES 3

THE TURF SPECIALIST’S SECRET WEAPON.

A NEW ERA FOR GOLF AND SPORTS TURF,
THE SNAKE S3 DOESN'T JUST CONTINUE THE £

LEGACY OF THE SNAKE SERIES, IT PERFECTSIT! R
WHAT MAKES THE SNAKE S3 A GAME CHANGER?

v Zero Daily Maintenance: Featuring the Titan roller bearing system
and maintenance-free wheel hubs for optimized maintenance.

v Proven Cutting Excellence: Delivers a premium finish comparable
to cylinder mowers, as tested by the Sports Turf Institute of

New Zealand.
v Enhanced Usability: New height adjustment collars, stand

on covers, and remavable blade beams simplify operation and

maintenance.
v Industry-Leading Warranty: Backed by Trimax's 3-year
warranty, including the Titan bearing system.

DISCOVER HOW THE o » Sl ~ A RELEASED
CAN ELEVATE YOUR TURF CARE! = Cgelie L e SERUS G : DECEMBER 2024

MOWING SYSTEMS
o . FORA FREEDEMO CALL
fXB0inV / TRMAXMOWERS.COM ANTONIO RAPPA / 626-656-0397




From the Capitol

By CRAIG KESSLER, California Alliance for Golf (CAG)

ckessler @scga.org / www.calgolf.org

This is the first of what GCSANC envisages as
a recurring column about all the places where golf
and public policy intersect in California. There
are a lot of places, to be sure, not all of which
deal with legislation and regulation, and not
all of which emanate from Sacramento, despite
the title of this column. Some, like water, land
use, and environmental stewardship, are more
often dealt with at other levels of government.
Nongovernmental ~ and  quasi-governmental
institutions as well — e.g., cities, counties, public
utilities, special districts, water retailers, water
wholesalers, and media.

I know some of you from the 14 years I spent
as Director of Governmental/Public Affairs for
the Southern California Golf Association (SCGA).
While much of my work there dealt with issues and
governments local and regional to the 10 counties
that the SCGA served, some of it necessarily
involved statewide issues. As much as some in
the northern part of the state might like it to be
otherwise, Southern California is in California, and
the laws and regulations adopted in Sacramento
affect southerners just the same as northerners.
And, truth be known, and I am told that members
of the GCSANC have long known this “truth,”
because the SCGA was the only California golf
organization with full-time government affairs
staffers, those staffers served as the de facto staff of
the California Alliance for Golf (CAG).

So, when I stepped down a year ago as Director
of SCGA’s governmental affairs operation, the
golf leadership organizations that came together
years ago to create the California Alliance for Golf

determined to up their respective antes and fund a
part-time CAG directorship. And please know that
ALL of those organizations, including all of those in
Northern California (Golf Course Superintendents
Association of Northern California, Sierra Nevada
Golf Course Superintendents Association, Northern
California Golf Association, Northern California
PGA, and California Golf Course Owners
Association), are contributors. With the SCGA
continuing to lend the services of its public affairs
and other departments to assist the beefed-up
operation, the California golf community is better
positioned today to handle whatever Sacramento
throws its way than it was one year ago. And, in
case you hadn’t noticed, it’s been throwing more our
way in recent years.

It's called the CALIFORNIA Alliance for Golf,
not the Southern California Alliance for Golf. I
may be a southerner, but my duties as CAG’s first
Executive Director, albeit on a part-time basis, are
as much northern duties as they are southern duties.
So, in addition to introducing this recurring column
and my new role in the California golf community,
please let this column also stand as my pledge to you
that I am as available to you and your needs as [ am
to those in Southern California, with whom I have

been working closely for years. You can reach me at

ckessler@scga.org.

Cmig Kessler
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’ SPECIALTY PRODUCTS™

® info@target-specialty.com
& target-specialty.com/bom
& turffuel.com

@ TargetSpecialty

TurrFCloud €=

all-im-one green industry
software

GREENSIGHT

s
e D0 @
£

greensight.turfcloud.com/signup

Sign up for FREE!

Pacific Material Resources Inc.
INDUSTRIAL ABRASIVE MATERIAL GOLF COURSE SAND

Suzanne Johnson
President/Owner

11100 Commercial Parkway
Castroville, CA 95012

831-750-2054
suzanne@pacificmaterialresources.com
order@pacificmaterialresources.com

e
—

Thank you
to GCSANC Silver Preferred Partner:

/‘
A-G Sod Farms

__ nc.

www.agsod.com

Thank you
to GGSANC Gold Preferred Partner:

syng'enta

www.syngenta.com

Joe Ballmer: (916) 804-1610

Expert Services
from the Ground Up

TO THE GOLF AND SPORTS INDUSTRY

SPORTS TURF

FRAZE MOWING - KORO TURF REMOVAL - LASER GRADING + GROUND PREPARATION
BIG ROLL INSTALLATION - HYBRID BERMUDA SPRIG PLANTING - DEEP TINE AERATION - TOP DRESSING

Contact our Sports Turf Manager: Steve Abella (209) 471-4933

www.deltabluegrass.com
C27-752734
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Northern California Chapter

¢YyGCSAA

Golf Course Superintendents Association of America

GCSANC appreciates the participation and
support of our Preferred Partners.

ELITE

§ TURF STAR |

W ESTERN

CB{:? Simplot

BELKORP TURF & HORTICULTURE

GOLF & TURF

TITANIUM

NG,

Tm ENTERFEI

.

SUNBELT.
RENTALS

FRONTIERGOLF”

Build. Rencovale. Innovate
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To become a Preferred Partner, please visit https://gcsanc.com/vendor-directory/ or
email Marc Connerly at mconnerly@connerlyandassociates.com.
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Superintendent Profiles:

GCSANC proudly recognizes The Olympic Club, Cypress Point Club, and Monterey
Peninsula Country Club, hosts of national-level championships occurring this
summer and fall. We recently caught up with the superintendents to gain their
perspectives as they prepare for these high-profile events.

Monterey Peninsula
Country Club
Pebble Beach, California
Host of the
38th U.S. Women’s
Mid-Amateur Championship

October 4-9, 2025

o\l\EN 'S

&
o
-

o
2

&
MONTEREY
PENINSULA CC

Conner Galea

Superintendent, Monterey Peninsula Country Club

How long have you been in your current position and in the industry?
I have been the Superintendent at Monterey Peninsula Country Club for nine months.
My experience in the industry goes back to high school (13 years), but I would regularly
go to work with my dad, Peter Galea, and help the crew during summer breaks and
before school as well as a young kid.

How long have you worked for your current club?
4+ years.

What are your favorite features of the course selected for the
championship? The Dunes Course underwent a renovation in 2015 by Jackson-
Khan Design, which incorporated natural sand dunes to seamlessly blend with the
surrounding coastal landscape.

What is your favorite golf course to play, and why? I really enjoy playing
links-style courses. I've been fortunate to travel overseas a few times, where I saw some
amazing golf course architecture.

What is/are the course(s) you most admire or appreciate from the
perspective of a superintendent who understands course conditions
and what is required to maintain a course? As a superintendent, I really
admire courses that are maintained to play fast and firm. These conditions not only
highlight the architectural intent, but also bring out the character of the course.
They challenge players to think strategically and require a high level of precision
in their game. From a maintenance perspective, achieving those playing conditions
consistently takes a great deal of planning, attention to detail, and collaboration across
the entire team, which I greatly respect and appreciate.

Continued on page 15
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Continued from page 14
Conner Galea

What factors do you believe were instrumental
in your club/course being selected for a national
championship? Monterey Peninsula Country Club has a
proud 100-year history and has hosted several PGA and USGA
events. As we celebrate our centennial, the membership is
eager to showcase the Dunes Course—our original course—
and highlight its unique character and heritage.

What are the biggest challenges and opportunities
for you and your staff in preparation for hosting
a national tournament? Effective water management
is essential for all golf courses, especially on sand-based
properties. With limited water resources, rising costs, and
variable local weather, targeted spot watering is critical to
maintaining optimal playing conditions while conserving
water.

Do you consult any other superintendents in
preparation for hosting a national tournament,
and, if so, whom? Absolutely. I regularly connect with
local superintendents to discuss current challenges and
exchange ideas. Chris Dalhamer, our Director of Agronomy,
has extensive experience with major events, making these
situations second nature to him. He’s been very forward-
thinking throughout the lead-up to this event, and we’re in
constant communication as we prepare together.

How does membership in GCSANC assist
you in your role as a turfgrass management
professional? Attending the meetings by GCSANC
has been extremely valuable to my growth. I consistently
walk away with new knowledge—whether it’s related to
chemicals, soils, renovations, or turf cultivar studies, the
information shared over the years has been incredibly
beneficial. Additionally, these events provide a great
opportunity to connect with new people and stay informed
about local developments in the industry.

What other resources are essential to support
you in your role? Our staff: We are fortunate to have
a highly experienced team, including several long-tenured
employees. Notably, our mechanic and irrigation technician
have each been with us for more than 35 years, bringing
invaluable knowledge and consistency to our operation.

Given the responsibilities in hosting a major
golf tournament, what do you do to handle the
stress? We have spent a lot of time preparing for this
event and developing plans. We have a roadmap planned
for several months ahead of time and that really helps
reduce the stress level. Outside of work, I enjoy hiking,
biking, skiing, golfing and travelling.

and variable weather.

Jeft Markow

Superintendent, Cypress Point Club

How long have you been in your current position and in the industry?
I have been in the Golf Course Management business since 1977, with the past 32
years in my position as Golf Course Superintendent at Cypress Point Club (CPC).

What are your favorite features of your golf course?The wonderful
combination of landscapes — forest, dunes and rugged coastline.

What is your favorite golf course to play, and why? Of course, it would
be here, CPC. Again, for the variety in the course layout, changing scenery, wildlife,

What is/are the course(s) you most admire or appreciate from the
perspective of a superintendent who understands course conditions
and what is required to maintain a course? Too many to list as there are
a tremendous number of exceptional superintendents that keep their courses in top
condition everywhere. The attention to detail and turfgrass quality in all areas of the
country is constantly improving.

Continued to Page 16
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Continued from page 15
Jeff Markow

What factors do you believe were instrumental
in your club/course being selected for a national
championship? CPC last hosted the Walker Cup in 1981
and is a supporter of amateur golf. The opportunity to host

the 50th Walker Cup at such a storied venue is a great honor
for all of us.

Whatare thebiggestchallenges and opportunities
for you and your staff in preparation for hosting
a national tournament? With the much smaller size of
the event and footprint, we are fortunate that there will be
limited disruption and impact on the course. The USGA is a
fantastic partner that appreciates the venue and has been very
supportive.

Do you consult any other superintendents in
preparation for hosting a national tournament,
and, if so, whom? With our unique marine climate and
Poa annua greens, we have conversations with Chris Dalhamer
at Monterey Peninsula Country Club, formerly at Pebble
Beach for multiple U.S. Opens; Pete Bachman, currently at
Pebble Beach, scheduled to host the 2027 U.S. Open; Troy
Flanagan at The Olympic Club, who has hosted U.S. Opens
and has the U.S. Amateur championship a couple weeks prior
to the Walker Cup; and a great visit with Mike McCormick at
Oakmont this June — the epitome of U.S. Open preparations.

How does membership in GCSANC assist
you in your role as a turfgrass management
professional? I believe that in all the state associations,
the support is always there, anything that is needed is
available. It’s a great community of people that are always
ready and willing to support these events.

What other resources are essential to support
you in your role? USGA Green Section and Darin
Bevard and Ben Kimball as Championship Agronomists
are always available for support.

Given the responsibilities in hosting a major
golf tournament, what do you do to handle the
stress? Trust your staff and delegate as much as possible,
diligent planning and follow up, get both feet inside the
gym, and there’s nothing wrong with an ice-cold beer...

Cypress Point Club
Pebble Beach, California
Host of the 50th Walker Cup

September 6-7, 2025 |

WALKg
NS

=)
Ly Cypress Point —©
=N 74. | ‘

1 [

- Troy Flanagan
Superintendent, Olympic Club

How long have you been in your current position and in the industry?
I have been at The Olympic Club for over 11 years.
superintendent since 1998 and in the industry since 1988.

I have been a golf course

What are your favorite features of the course selected for the
championship? The Lake Course is a demanding challenge, even for today’s long

hitters. The fairways are often severely sloped, with many holes a dog-leg that does not
allow the long hitters to take advantage of their length off the tee. A patient player is
often rewarded with the trophy at the end of the Championship.

Continued on page 17
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Continued from page 16
Troy Flanagan

What is your favorite golf course to play, and
why? Cypress Point Club. The course has just the right
mixture of landscapes, be it sand dunes, inland forest, and
finishing with the most amazing stretch of ocean holes.

What is/are the course(s) you most admire
or appreciate from the perspective of a
superintendent who understands course
conditions, and what is required to maintain a
course? All golf course superintendents across the country
have their challenges, with some areas of the country having
more severe challenges. I have also worked in Minnesota,
Delaware, Nevada, and Arizona, and, for me, Las Vegas
was the most difficult area I have worked to grow quality
turfgrass. The temperature extremes are severe, going from
the upper teens in the dead of winter to 115 degrees in the
summer. The water was extremely salty and the soils were
rock two inches below the surface. 1 admire those who
can persevere in the harshest of climates and those turf
professionals earn their money on a daily basis.

What factors do you believe were instrumental
in your club/course being selected for a national
championship? We have a history of hosting major
championships. The golf courses, both the Lake and Ocean
used for the U.S. Amateur, can stand up to the world’s best
men and women. Also, very important, the members of The
Olympic Club take great pride and volunteer their time to
make the championship player experience one of the best in
the country.

What are the

biggest challenges and

opportunities for you and your staff in
preparation for hosting a national tournament?
Our biggest challenge is the volume of member and guest
play we receive. We have a very large membership with
many members who love to play golf.

Do you consult any other superintendents in
preparation for hosting a national tournament,
and, if so, whom? This is my third championship,
and I feel very comfortable with the process of what we
have to do to get the golf courses ready. I definitely have
talked to Chris Dalhamer at Monterey Peninsula Country
Club over the years, due to his experience at Pebble Beach.
The main person we work with is Brian Whitlark, USGA
Agronomist. We game plan yearly to make sure we have a
strong plan for Championship week.

How does membership in GCSANC assist
you in your role as a turfgrass management
professional? I enjoy going to monthly meetings and
I appreciate their advocacy for the profession in both local
and state government policy.

Given the responsibilities in hosting a major
golf tournament, what do you do to handle
the stress? I try to prepare months in advance so
that the weeks leading up to the Championship are
not overwhelming. There are so many last-second
curveballs being thrown your way; you have to be
flexible and accommodating. I have an amazing team
of superintendents and assistants and couldn’t do this
without their strong work ethic and knowledge of the
profession.

The Olympic Club
San Francisco, California
Host of the
125th U.S. Amateur
Golf Championship
August 11-17, 2025
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Championship Points of Interest

As three Northern California
courses — Cypress Point Club,
Monterey Peninsula Country
Club, and The Olympic
Club - are gearing up to host
national championships in
the next few montbs, here is
a bit of background on the
championships themselves.

The Walker Cup

The Walker Cup is a golf trophy contested in odd-numbered years
by leading male amateur golfers in two teams: the United States, and
Great Britain and Ireland. The official name is the Walker Cup Match.
It is organized by the R&A and the US Golf Association (USGA).
In 1921, the Royal Liverpool Golf Club hosted an unofficial contest
which was followed by official annual contests from 1922 through
1924. From 1925, they became biennial, held on even-number years.
After World War II, they switched to odd-numbered years. From
2026, it will be held in even-numbered years following the switch of
the Eisenhower Trophy to odd-numbered years to avoid that event
clashing with the Olympic Games. They are held alternately in the
U.S., and Ireland or Britain.

The cup is named after George Herbert Walker, who was president
of the USGA in 1920 when the match was initiated. Walker is also the
grandfather and namesake of George H.W. Bush and great-grandfather
of George W. Bush..

As of 2023, the U.S. lead the Walker Cup series 39 to 9, with one
match tied, but the two teams have been more evenly matched since
1989 when the Great Britain and Ireland team ended the U.S. team's
eight-match winning run. The 1989 match and the three matches
from 2003 to 2007 were all decided by a single point.

For more historical information and details regarding the 50th
Walker Cup to be hosted by the Cypress Point Club, visit https://

www.usga.org/championships/2013/history-21474853292.html.

18 THRU THE GREEN — JULY / AUGUST 2025



ANMA;
o AMAT.
37 125TH %

The U.S. Amateur Championship

The U.S. Amateur Championship is the oldest
USGA championship, and it was created in 1895
because of a controversy. In 1894, two clubs -- Newport
(R.I.) Golf Club and New York's St. Andrew's Golf
Club -- had conducted invitational tournaments to
attract the nation's top amateur players.

Both clubs proclaimed their winners as the
national champion, while Charles Blair Macdonald, a
prominent player and course architect, was the runner-
up in both.

Before the final day of the St. Andrew's tournament,
it was announced that an association composed of all
the clubs in the U.S. would be formed in the ensuing
months. This new national governing body would
oversee a universally-recognized championship and
create a written set of rules.

With that, representatives from Newport Golf
Club, St. Andrew's Golf Club, The Country Club
in Brookline, Mass., Shinnecock Hills Golf Club in
Southampton, N.Y., and Chicago Golf Club founded
the U.S. Golf Association (USGA) on December 22,
1894, and the inaugural U.S. Amateur Championship
was conducted the following year, along with the U.S.
Open and U.S. Women's Amateur.

The Amateur and Open Championships were
conducted at Newport Golf Club during the same
week of October and Macdonald became the first U.S.
Amateur champion.

Since the inaugural event, the U.S. Amateur has
enjoyed an illustrious history of great champions,
including Bob Jones, Phil Mickelson, Jack Nicklaus,
Arnold Palmer and Tiger Woods. In 1930, Jones
completed his Grand Slam by winning the U.S.
Amateur at Merion Golf Club in Ardmore,
Pennsylvania. Woods, in 1996, became the first to win
three consecutive Amateur titles.

For more history as well as details on the 125th
U.S. Amateur Championship to be hosted by The

Olympic Club, visit https://championships.usga.org/
usamateur/u-s--amateur-champions.html.
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The U.S. Women’s Mid-Amateur
Championship

The U.S. Women’s Mid-Amateur Championship
originated in 1987 as a result of a need to provide
a national competitive arena for amateurs age 25
and older. By 1987, it had become increasingly
difficult for female amateur golfers beyond college to
compete equitably with their collegiate counterparts,
for whom golf was nearly a full-time vocation.

The inaugural Women's Mid-Amateur attracted
320 entries, only 22 fewer than the number that
had entered the 1987 Women’s Amateur a few weeks
earlier.

Ellen Port and Meghan (Bolger) Stasi each have
claimed the U.S. Women's Mid-Amateur title four
times, while Sarah LeBrun Ingram owns three
championships. In 2013, Julia Potter-Bobb became
the first female left-handed champion in USGA
history, and Lauren Greenlief surpassed Ingram as
the youngest champion in 2015, winning the title
25 days after becoming eligible.

In 2017, the USGA announced that the U.S.
Women's Mid-Amateur champion would receive an
exemption into the following year's U.S. Women's
Open Championship. Kelsey Chugg became the first
to achieve the feat with her triumph at Champions
Golf Club in Houston.

For more history and details regarding the 38th
U.S. Women’s Mid-Amateur Championship to
be hosted by the Monterey Peninsula Country
Club, visit https://championships.usga.org/

uswomensmidamateur/u-s--women-s-mid-amateur-
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GCSANC

Intern Housing Assistance in Action!

In addition to $10,000
in turf scholarships
and $6,000 in legacy
scholarships, the 2025
Clifford & Myrtle
Wagoner Scholarship
& Research Meeting
allowed GCSANC to
provide $15,400 in
intern housing rental
assistance. In the four
years that GCSANC’s
intern housing
assistance program
has been in place, 29
interns have received
nearly $64,000 in
assistance to offset
housing expenses.
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MOLLY & REX"

mollyandrex.com
©Molly & Rex, P.O. Box 3663, Culver City, CA 90231
All Rights Reserved / Tous Droits Réservés
Designed in the USA / Congu aux Etats-Unis
Made in China / Fabriqué en Chine
25728
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performancepack

Way beyond fertilizer.

Proven Performance. Elite Results. |

Painstakingly formulated to deliver impactful,
eye-popping results, PerformancePack”
specialty turf and horticulture products

are simply in a class by themselves.

ke
Simplot.

TURF & HORTICULTURE

Mark Stutsman Akoni Ganir
mark.stutsman@simplot.com akoni.ganir@simplot.com
cell; (775) 453-8083 cell: (831) 915-4524

© 2024 Simplot AB Retail, Inc. All rights reserved. The foregoing trademarks are owned by the J.R. Simplot Company.
Read and follow label directions. Confirm registration before use.




Thank you
to GCSANC Gold Preferred Partner:

D

Waste 2Water

WWW.waste2water.com

GOLFK =
IRRIGATION
CONSULTANTS

Irrigation Services

www.GolflrrigationConsultants.com

Northern California Chapter

I GCSAA

Golf Course Superintendents Association of America

Advertise in
Thru The Green

1/8 Page: $25 / Issue | 1/2 Page: $100 / Issue
1/4 Page: $50 / Issue | Full Page: $200 / Issue

Thank you
to GCSANC Silver Preferred Partner:

DHR GOLF
CONSTRUCTION
www.dhrconstruction.com

Thank you
to GCGSANC Silver Preferred Partner:

2= FLYERS

Energy

www.flyersenergy.com
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SMichael Lu ng!

From Iush falrways to perfectly manicured greens,
. the turf industry thrives on innovationand
dedication — and so does its newest consultant
Michael Lung!

Splitting time between Hawaii and California’s finest courses and
vibrant sports fields, your expertise is set to nurture the
landscapes where memories are made, and champions play.

Brad Snavely Michael Lung Pete Bowman Jim Barbuto Scott Furtak
SISTechnical Director ~ STS Consultant BoTerta Ewing Irrigation STS Mfg. Rep
831-224-3179 858-334-5903 209-642-2449 916-502-3287 661-401-1609

Sts turf The Next Generation of Turf Nutrition

(X’ x.com/ststurf ) (‘ InsTogrom.com/sTsTurf) (@ ‘ WWW.STSTUTT’COH’\)

MAINTAIN

THE GREEN (el
WITH GREEN o

Equipment costs can eat up a large
percentage of your budget. Sunbelt
Rentals is here to help with custom
rental needs for your golf course. We
have everything you need to keep your
course pristine, from large chippers
and tractors to ground protection mats.

Scan the QR code to contact
) a rental expert or explore our
equipment offerings
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Naumann’s NorCal News

Don Naumann is President of Sierra Pacific Turf Supply, Superintendent of Blackberry Farm Golf Course,
and Owner of Canyon Lakes Golf Course and Brewery. Don provides updates on golf course staffing
throughout northern California and beyond.

Derick Mara has accepted
the Superintendent position at
Contra Costa Country Club.
He replaces Steven Spatafore
who moved to Los Altos Golf
and Country Club.

Contra Costa Country Club — Pleasant Hill, California

Enjoy the great weather! So
far this is the coolest summer
in decades in Northern

California. The rest of the

country hasn't been as lucky.

Pon Naumwanw

Thank you
to GCSANC Titanium Preferred Partner:

FRONTIERGOLF”

Build. Renovale. Innovate

www.frontiergolf.com
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Thank you
to GCSANC Silver Preferred Partner:

, . Seedking Enterptises/LLC
\M]{{(b Jim Culley Owner

Seedking s ¢
Enterprises PRS 23'1 4420 o
jimculley@seedkin enterprises.com

www.seedkingenterprises.com

Distribufor of turfgrass, native and
wildflower seed; sod, plants and plugs

Thank you
to GCSANC Silver Preferred Partner:

Resource Group

www.davey.com/davey-resource-group

Thank you
to GCSANC Gold Preferred Partner:

AR

*
o

& CONSTRUCTION

Wildlife, pets, events, you name
it. We're always looking for fun and
interesting content.

For more information or to send your
photos and description, send to
tracy@connerlyandassociates.com

Northern California Chapter

GCSAA

Golf Course Superintendents Association of America

b,

We Want Your Photos!

PoLyon>

Controlled-Release Fertilizer

POLYONP® Controlled-Release Fertilizer.
Success. Guaranteed.

For more than 30 years, POLYON® Fertilizer's
durable, unique bonded coating process has been
ensuring predictable results you can depend on -
we guarantee it!

For more information about POLYON® Fertilizer and
the POLYON® Guarantee, visit www.polyon.com or
contact sales representative today: - -

DAVID AVILA ‘
(805) 680-7307 &
davila@harrells.com Warehouse ,

165 Technology Drive Suite 102

Watsonville, CA 95076

www.harrells.com | 800.282.8007
Employee-Owned

".' Harrell’s

Growing a Better World®
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VEHICLES DESIGNED TO
WORK AS HARD AS YOU DO.
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TURF STAR
WORKMAN SERIES VISTA SERIES wisTeRy R
Utility Venhicle People Mover :
GTX, MDX, UTX, HDX 4,6, & 8 Seats TSW
Lithium Lithium

www.turfstar.com



TURF STA

e MAXIMIZE YOUR TIME
= WITH AUTONOMOUS.

MOWER RANGE PICKER
Mow up to 6 Acres Picks 1200+ Balls/Day
Mowing Width: 40.7 Cover up to 6 Acres
Cut Height: 0.8"-3.9" Collection Width: 40.7°

www.turfstar.com
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BELKORP

GOLF & TURF

SAVE TIME & MONEY!

JOHN DEERE "~ el o -
I s I RA ER | John Deere’s PrecisionSprayer

technology will save you money
by only applying chemicals

where you need them.

e -\ ™ s Wi
- i = = Ty % ; = = W

| Y - ) Learn more about
VALUE OF A your ROl below!
- REDUCES CHEMICAL USAGE, RESULTING IN 25 - 35% SAVINGS.
MONTHLY
- REDUCES OPERATOR INPUT, RESULTING IN 50% LESS WORK HAVING TO LEASE PAYMENT
BE MANUALLY COMPLETED. = SZ 700
- CONSISTENT APPLICATION. s '
SINGLE
« INCREASED ACCURACY. UNIT SAVINGS
- ENHANCED DOCUMENTATION. = 25%
(4 YEAR PAYBACK)
« MANUFACTURED & SUPPORTED BY JOHN DEERE, OFFERING OVER 20 <
YEARS OF PRECISION TECHNOLOGY & GPS EXPERIENCE. MULTI-UNIT
SAVINGS
«REDUCES TIME IN THE FIELD, RESULTING IN 3-6% LESS o)
APPLICATION TIME. EREa| 35 /o
- LABOR SAVINGS. h SRS

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
CONTACT THE BELKORP AG GOLF & TURF SALES TEAM

BELKORPAG.COM | CONNOR PATE (PRECISION GOLF SPECIALIST) 209-801-2549




