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It Could Be Worse . . . . It Could Be Raining

W

hen recently asked to describe the characteristics of
a golf course superintendent, two of the first things
that came to mind were, enjoys challenges and
enjoys problem solving situations. Well guess what, with the
onslaught of El Nino's driven winter rains, those skills are
being put to the test like never before. Stories of flooding,
fallen trees and turf too saturated to mow, are common place
among golf course superintendents these days.
The winter storms have brought more new rainfall records
than world records at the winter games in Nagano. It's a little
disconcerting when many of the records that were eclipsed
were 120 years old, or in some cases, in recorded history. You
know things are bad when Meteorologists no longer describe
rainfall as "storms" but rather choose to define them as
^vents."
Conditions were so bad that the joke was, in golf shops
through out northern California, superintendents had gone from
posting daily stimpmeter readings, to posting daily rainfall
totals. Lately, I've heard stories of maintenance workers
actually having to weedeat the tall grass that has grown around
the base of signs noting such things as "carts on paths only."
Personally I've developed a whole new vocabulary this
winter. Words like mud, silt and bulldozer roll off my tongue
with ease now. Phrases like, "your just gonna have to go for it"
and "try not to get stuck," have become daily slogans. It's been
months since I've been able to use words like play ability and
conditioning.
Conversations with course mechanics commonly now go
something like this, "We're going to need that flail mower by
Tuesday, and the dozer is going to need to be serviced and
ready to go by morning." Phrases like, "quality of cut" have
been replaced by "cut what you can." No operator leaves the
shop anymore without a two chain strapped to their side.
Even the wildlife have been affected. Song birds, once
common on the golf course have been replaced by sea gulls
sifting through the mud. It's as though I am reliving my
childhood trips to the landfill with Dad. More humbling has
been my wife's recent request that I take my shoes off before I
come in the house. My mother was the last person to make
such a request and that was at least 35 years ago. I've even
É
laught myself subconsciously humming songs about rain.
Classics such as, "It's raining, it's pouring" and "It never rains
in California," have become personal favorites of mine.
In spite of it all, I continue to remind myself that surely,

somewhere among those dark clouds that stretch all the way back to
Hawaii, there must be a silver lining. Perhaps it's all the free nitrogen we
have received with each passing storm, or maybe it's all the soil we
received, free delivery, I might add, all we have to do is scrape it into
piles. I suppose there is some comfort in the thought that, like all things
this too shall pass, and soon thereafter I, like most of my counterparts,
will anxiously await the next challenge and problem to solve. ^

California Government Relations
Air Quality Regulations Around The Corner?
By Jim Rusting, CGCS

W

hat would your operations be like if you could not purchase
anymore weedeaters, chainsaws, or other two-cycle engine
products to maintain the golf course that you manage? Well,
the California Air Resources Board (CARB) in January 1998 is seriously
considering air quality regulations that would just about eliminate 85%
of all these two-cycle products that we use now to currently maintain our
golf courses. What is in question is whether CARB will go with the U.S.
EPA guideline/goal of a 50% reduction of air emissions or their own
more stringent proposal of air emissions reduction of 81% for these types
of equipment. If CARB decides to go with the 81% reduction then most
of our manufacturers/suppliers of these two-cycle items will not be able
or want to comply with this regulation. It may be time to invest in an
Echo dealership in Nevada as these items would most assuredly vanish
from the California marketplace.
What is at stake here? Well, for one thing, more government regulation
on our profession, and probably a definite increase in costs of our
operating budgets as we try and find ways to continue to do the same
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Air Quality Regulations (Cont'd)
things with probably more expensive equipment, more hand labor,
and yes, probably with more increased water usage. Increased
water usage you may say? A little fun fact that you may not know
is that the hand/backpack blower was invented as a response/need
resulting from the 1977 California drought. People couldn't hose
off their driveways or sidewalks anymore and a need to keep areas
clean and free of debris were realized. Hence the invention of the
backpack blower and a savings of water usage. It would be
probably safe to say that with these items gone from the California
marketplace our water usage at our facilities would increase.
Either that or we would have to use more manpower to keep
clubhouse areas neat and tidy.
These two-cycle engine products attribute to only less than 1 %
of all the total air emissions in the state of California, yet make up
over 8% of the total U.S. market in sales; a huge figure that
suppliers and manufacturers wish to keep improving on. These
suppliers/manufacturers that are fighting this proposed regulation
change belong to an organization called PPEMA or The Portable
Power Equipment Manufacturers Association. Hopefully with
allied industry help the PPEMA will be able to stall and keep the
CARB regulations of 81% reduction from being implemented. The
CGCSA is presently being advised by our lobbyist, George
Steffes, on how to response properly to this issue. More updates
will be give as issues materialize.
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The Tree Growing & Tree Moving Company

W h e n you need the right trees and
shrubs delivered at the right time, at a
price that's right . . . it pays to get it right
from Valley Crest Tree Company.
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CGCSA Cadre Of Volunteers Being Organized
This past year has been a good one for our profession on the
government relations end. The CGCSA hired a lobbyist out of
Sacramento and that lobbyist, George Steffes, and his firm
succeeded in helping us introduce, sponsor and pass legislation
that will eventually legalize the sterile grass carp throughout the
state of California. That project was just the first of what we hope
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SCOTTS PROTURF
Fertilizers - Poly S and new Triaform technologies Herbicides,
Fungicides, Seed, Soil, tissue, water and turf disease testing.
Chuck Dal Pozzo, Sr. Tech. Rep.
209-833-1223

RUSSELL D. MITCHELL & ASSOC., INC.
Providing quality irrigation design and consultation services
including bid document development, hydraulic analysis, and field
staking.
510-939-3985

FAX 510-932-5671

NICKELS GOLF GROUP
• Golf Course A rchitecture
• Construction Management
Quality design
practical experience.Fax 415-884-0668
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Fordcombined
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FLOWIRONEX PSI
Pumping
Industry Leaders in
Quality, Service
and Innovation
Wes Hall
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