
during the growing season. Thresholds 
go down as the stress on the turf goes 
up, they go down as the pest insect 
grows into larger and more damaging 
stages. 

Often thresholds are very different from 
one part of an establishment to another. 
For example, thresholds on golf courses 
will vary tremendously with little or no 
insect activity tolerated on putting 
greens and tees and more activity 
accepted in roughs. An athletic field 
complex may have a couple fields which 
are designated as "primary" fields. These 
fields are more aggressively maintained 
and would have lower action thresholds. 
A commercial landscaping account 

often has particular areas which have 
been designated as critical - they may be 
along the entrance drive or surrounding 
the central building. Turf in these areas 
is expected to be highly manicured, 
while less visible, or less highly traf-
ficked, areas can tolerate more activity. 

As with much of the challenge of man-
aging turf, the turf manager usually 
knows the situation better than anyone 
else. Use all the information available to 
monitor insect activity and make wise 
insect management decisions. 

Dr. Patricia Vittum is associate pro-
fessor of Entomology at the University 
of Massachusetts, Amherst. 

New Toil-Free Telephone Number 
For Subscriber Customer Service 
Effective immediately, you can obtain 
your own copy of TurfGrass TRENDS 
by dialing a new toll-free number, (888) 
527-7008. Customer service representa-
tives can handle your call between 8:00 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m. central standard 
time, Monday through Friday. 

We have a new format for TGT starting 
in January. It will offer unmatched cov-
erage of both turfgrass research and 
education in progress. You will be able 
to stay up to date with current industry 
science just by reading TurfGrass 
TRENDS each month. 
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