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Cool-season turf-
grasses stands can 
suffer from the in-

festations of up to three dif-
ferent species of chinch bugs 
at the same time. 

The primary species of 
cool-season turf is the hairy 
chinch bug, Blissus 
leucopterus hirtus. The com-
mon chinch bug, Blissus 
leucopterus leucopterus, af-
fects a larger geographic area 
but produces less damage. 

In warm season turf ar-
eas, turf is subject to infesta-
tion by the southern chinch 
bug, Blissus insularis. 

In areas where their dis-
tribution areas overlap, the 
different species can form a 
chinch bug complex that was 
described in scientific litera-
ture as long ago as 1926. 
Because of many similari-
ties in morphology (size, 
shape, coloration and func-
tion) it is virtually impos-
sible to tell the difference 
between individual species 
when two or more of the 
chinch bug species form this 
complex. 

Chinch bug distribution 
The common chinch bug 

is the most widely distrib-
uted of the three species and 
has been identified in 26 
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A short-winged version of a Hairy Chinch Bug adult. 

states, ranging from the eastern slopes of the Rockies, through the 
Midwest, south to the Piedmont states and across the southern tier of 
states, north of Florida. 

The hairy chinch bug is found from the southern Canadian 
provinces, through the New England states to the mid-Atlantic area 
and west to Minnesota. 

The southern chinch bug is found in all of the southern states, west 
across northern Mexico to California. The area of overlap for the two 
northern species, common and hairy, occurs in the states bordering 
the Mason-Dixon line and the upper Midwest, while the southern tier 
of states north of Florida and west to Texas comprises the area of 
overlap of the common and the southern species. 

Host and site conditions 
The hairy chinch bug infests stands of most of the cool-season 

grasses: bluegrasses, bentgrasses, ryegrasses, fine fescues, and zoy-
sia. The southern chinch bug infests primarily St. Augustine grass but 
it has been found on almost any warm season turf species, occasion-
ally including monocot weed species. 

The common chinch bug is primarily a pest of small grains and 
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