
News Brief 

High endophyte levels in tall fescue does not 
deter grub feeding 

A recent Kentucky study of the feeding habits of grubs, 
under both laboratory and field conditions, showed incon-
sistent results when the grubs feed on the roots of an 
endophyte-infected version and non-endophyte version of 
a variety of tall fescue. In the laboratory, the grubs would 
reduce their feeding on the endophyte-infected roots by as 
much as 35%. However, in the field, their was little or no 
reduction in feeding found by several means of measure-
ment. The study did indicate that grub mortality averaged 

twice as high in tall fescue and bluegrass stands versus 
ryegrass, bentgrass, and hard fescue stands. 

TGT's view: Until shown otherwise, the level of 
endophyte infection in a turfgrass variety should not be 
a consideration in choosing a variety where grubs are 
the primary insect pest. Species choice should be a 
consideration in those determinations. -CS 

Coming attractions 

June Issue 
Rhizoctonia 
by Christopher Sann 

July Issue 
Pythium diseases 
by Dr. Eric B. Nelson 

Pythium fungicides 
by Dr. Eric B. Nelson 

Cool vs. warm season Pythium 
by Dr. Eric B. Nelson 

Pythium species & other fungi 
by Dr. Eric B. Nelson 

ASK THE EXPERT 
Have a question on any aspect 
of turf management? 

Contact: 

Ask the Expert 
Turf Grass Trends 
1775 T St. NW, Washington, DC 20009 
Tel: (202) 328-0888 
Fax: (202) 483-5797 
CompuServe: 76517,2451 
Internet: 76517.245 l@COMPUSERVE.COM 

Turf Grass Resources 
Back issues of Turf Grass Trends: $10.00 each 

plus $1.50 postage (while they last). 
Sturdy vinyl-covered three-ring binders to hold 

your subscription of Turf Grass Trends are $5.00 
each plus $2.50 shipping and handling. 
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