INTERACTIONS

COMMENTS & OBSERVATIONS

Why using NTEP reports is worth the effort

by Christopher Sann

NOT KID YOURSELF.
Selecting a top quality
turfgrass seed variety isnot

- an easy job. Anyone who has gone
| through the time-consuming prac-
®  tice of using the NTEP Progress
i Reports to help determine the best
varieties for their particular circum-
stances knows: the process can be
tedious. So, asking the obvious, is all
that work worth the effort?

Having used the NTEP and locally produced reports for
the last ten years to make varietal choices, the answer to that
question is an unqualified yes! The work that it takes to select
atop-rated turfgrass variety for your particular problems pays
dividends in the short-term and excellent benefits for the
long-term.

To illustrate these advantages, I have selected a series of
comparisons between well-known common varieties and
older hybrid varieties and the lesser-known, newer hybrid
varieties of bluegrass that are currently testing at higher levels
of performance.

A With South Dakota Certified (common) as the base, the
other common variety (Kenblue) and a first generation hybrid
(Merion) show little difference in overall quality. The older
hybrids (Nassau, Touchdown and Merit) show considerable
improvement in overall quality over the common varieties,
but the newest hybrids (Midnight and Suffolk) show the best
increase in quality.

A With South Dakota Certified (common) as the base, the
other common variety (Kenblue) and an early hybrid (A-34)
show little increase in color. The later hybrids (Eclipse and
Challenger) show significantincreases in color, and the latest
hybrids show even more increase in color. This 50% increase
in color can translate into a substantial reduction in the yearly
amount of fertilizer applied.

A With South Dakota Certified (common) as the base, the
common varieties (Kenblue and South Dakota Certified)
show very poor resistance to Leaf Spot. The early hybrids
(Touchdown, Merit and Baron) show substantial improve-
ments of 400% to 500% over the common varieties in Leaf
Spot resistance. The latest hybrids (Blacksburg and Cobalt)
show an almost 100% increase in quality over the early
hybrids. This could translate into an almost complete elimi-
nation of fungicide applications for Leaf Spot.

A With Ginger (a common variety) as the base, the
common varieties (S.D. Certified and Ginger) show only
slight resistance to Pythium. The early hybrids (Eclipse,
Nassau and Baron) show only slight improvements over the
common varieties in Pythium resistance. The newer hybrids
(Midnight and Cobalt) show a 47—-110% increase in quality
over the early hybrids. This tremendous increase in resistance
to Pythium could translate into the possible elimination of
preventive fungicide applications, or their use only when the
weather dictates.

— continued on page 10
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Not a complete show,
just a glimpse
OBVIOUSLY, SEED-PRODUCERS have been develop-
ing new varieties that represent real improvements. The
above examples are not a complete listing of all of the
advantages of choosing a newer turfgrass variety over a
common or better known, older variety, but it is representa- -
tive. These tables reflect only a portion of the data collected
for the 1991 Kentucky Bluegrass Progress Report. The same
kind of analysis can be performed on the other species
progress reports, and it will yield essentially the same results.
Doing the work of choosing the best new variety to meet
the specific requirements of your turfgrass sites can:
» REDUCE THE AMOUNT OF FERTILIZER
required per year,
* REDUCE THE NUMBER AND AMOUNT of
preventive fungicide applications,
* INCREASE THE AMOUNT of live turf cover,
* AND IN GENERAL RAISE the overall qual-
ity of the turf stand.
The bottomline is that using NTEP’s treasure-house of
information can eliminate hours and hours of avoidable field
work resulting from less rigorous seed-buying decisions.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

READERS WHO WISH TO COMMENT on any aspect of the articles,
news items, or commentaries published in Turf Grass Trends, or on any
issues or concerns raised by them, should do so by writing to:

TURF GRASS TRENDS
2070 Naaman's Rd., Suite 110
Wilmington, DE 19810-2644
Please include a return address. Where appropriate, and as space allows,
we will respond to the letters we publish. We reserve the right to edit all
letters. All published letters become the property of Turf Grass Trends.
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