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Narrow the field

AS YOU COMPARE your list of desirable at-
tributes against the list of available grass seed, narrow
the field down to two or three promising species—
with a group of 5-10 varieties for each species.
Deciding whether to use a mixture of two or more
species or to use one ormore varieties within a species
depends on what your goals are for the sites you
manage. For example:

* IFYOUARESEEDING INTO DORMANT TURF
for winter color, then your choices are usually
limited to ryegrasses.

« IF YOU ARE SEEDING A BARE SITE or reno-
vating an older site, then choosing two or more
varieties within a species is often the best
course of action, assuming uniform growing
conditions at the site.
WHERE VARIABLE GROWING CONDITIONS
exist, a mixture of two or more species is often
the best approach. Frequently, the use of more
than one properly selected variety or species
will broaden the genetic base of a turf stand, and
improve its ability to withstand differing envi-
ronmental conditions.

Acquire the current
NTEP Progress Reports

ONCE YOU HAVE PARED DOWN your initial
list of possible species and varieties, contact NTEP
and request copies of the current test results for those
species. When the reports arrive take some time to
orient yourself to how the information is provided. In
short, get a feel for the forest before focusing on the
individual trees. For the sake of this article, we have
used the /1991 Progress Report of the National Ken-
tucky Bluegrass Test -1990 (Medium-High Mainte-
nance). — continued on page 4

LSD: How big a difference is big enough?
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