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URING THE WARM, HUMID MONTHS of late
D summer, many fungi are capable of causing
various leaf-spotting, leaf-streaking, and leaf-

blighting symptoms on turfgrasses. Literally dozens
of causal fungi have been identified as problems on
lawn and golf course turf under these conditions. All
of these fungal pathogens are characterized by a
need for warm temperatures and excessive mois-

Leaf Spots on Kentucky Bluegrass.
Up close the first sign of leaf spots
and blights is usually a change in
color from a healthy green to purple
or purplish-gray. Soon leaves turn
tan to brown and sheathes turn from
brown to black.

ture. This article covers the more commonly-
observed late summer foliar diseases that occur on
residential, commercial and golf course turf—
with descriptions of their symptoms, biology and,
where possible, recommendations for cultural or
chemical controls.

B Brown Patch

nighttime temperatures, above 65°F (18°C). R.
soloni infestations can occur over a wide range
of air temperatures, generally from 60-90°F
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