Tell us about your family. My family lives in the Township of Langley in
the community of Brookswood. My wife Christine is employed by Surrey
School District as a Special Educator. Christine and | have two teenage
daughters. The oldest one graduates from high school this year and then

is off to university and my other daughter is in grade nine and plays both

school and club volleyball.

What do you enjoy doing outside of the workplace? | enjoy sailing, skiing,
gardening, travelling, golf and a good cigar with a dry gin martini on my
back sun deck.

How has the industry changed and in what direction(s) would you like to see
the industry, as a whole, move towards? Synthetic turf fields are providing
sports field managers with another tool in their tool box especially in
the Lower Mainland and on Vancouver Island out here in British Columbia where it
rains, rains, rains and rains, some more! The only other all-weather field option was
gravel before synthetic turf became reasonable to afford and user groups no longer are
willing to use those gravel fields... expectation levels have been raised! Some cities in
BC are converting the all-weather gravel fields to synthetic turf fields. The Township
of Langley completed a conversion in 2012.

What do you consider to be the higgest benefit of being a member of the STA? It is the
network of people that | have been able to meet over the past couple of years. | enjoy
reading the Sports Turf Manager and | find the articles most informative.

What percentage of the acreage of sports fields are irrigated? 84 %
What is the percentage of sand based sportfields in the Township of Langley? 64%
What is the primary type of turfgrass? Perennial ryegrass

Is yearly overseeding part of your sports turf maintenance program? Yes, the Township
overseeds twice a year using a 4-way perennial ryegrass mixture (the varieties
vary each year depending on the NTEP trials/cost) with a slit seeder at a rate
10 - 12 Ibs/1000 square feet on high use areas and 8 — 6 1bs/1000 square feet on
low use areas of the field.

How many times do you fertilize? Sand based sports fields receive 6 Ibs of N/year,
irrigated soil sports fields 4 Ibs of N/year, and non irrigated soil sports fields 2 Ibs
of N/year.

Do you aerate? Topdress? Twice a year; pull cores in the spring and solid tines in the
fall. All sports fields are topdressed annually with %-inch of 3 ml washed sand.

What is your maintenance regimen for synthetic turf? The high wear areas are topdressed
every two weeks, baseball home plate and pitcher mound are topdressed 3 times a
week during ball season, the fields are groomed every two weeks and the fields are

If you are interested in being featured in this column, please
contact Lee Huether at the STA office.

Willoughby Community Park, Langley, BC

swept/vacuumed every four months. Gmax,
Head Injury Criteria (HIC) and Depth Infill
are tested annually by an independent firm.

How many hours per year are the fields
permitted? Who permits them? Are the fields
ever closed during the season to give them
a rest? How much input do you have in the
amount and timing of use? Natural turf during
fall/winter season, 6 hours of play area
allowed Saturday and Sunday for a total of
12 hours per week. During spring/summer
season 20 hours of play are allowed per
week. The Township of Langley permits the
sports fields and makes the final decision
if a sports field is to be closed or not.
Generally, the sports fields are never closed
during the season to give them a rest. The
only break sports fields receive is during
the month of August when there is very
little activity occurring on them. Last year
| did remove one sand sports field from the
fall/winter inventory because it was
constantly failing prematurely into
the season. This sports field will be
reopening this fall/winter season to
see if its playability conditions have
improved due to a rest. Synthetic turf fields
are permitted 60 hours/week within
the Township.
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Green and healthy turf all
season long now possible
with fewer applications!

Now turf professionals have an easy, convenient way
to save time and money when they fertilize without
compromising results: Nutryon Season-Long. This
innovative solution enhances nitrogen absorption
and improves sustainability of your turf fertilizer
applications.

Designed to reduce the number of fertilizer applications
and ideal for industrial, commercial or municipal
turf, Nutryon Season Long provides up to six months
of steady feeding from 90% slow release nitrogen.
Formulated with four longevities of polymer-coated
nitrogen varying from 45-day to 180-day release in
specific proportion, ensures a constant supply of
nitrogen to the turf while minimizing nitrogen losses
to the environment.

Nutryon Season Long fertilizer can drive down your
fertilizer costs plus save on the labour, fuel and time.
Additionally you will have more time for your customers
and be able to offer other services.

For more information:

Nutrite

1 800.265.8865
customer.service@nutrite.com
www.nutrite.com

NUTRITE
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100 Union Street, Elmira, Ontario, Canada N3B 2Z2
1-877-467-3478 * www.reistindustries.com

and get
it RIGHT!
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Innovation Working For You
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Outsmart Mother Nature... Year Round!

EVERGREEN" TURF COVERS

With 30 years of field proven experience and
the longest warranties, EVERGREEN™ from
COVERMASTER is the smart choice

SMART EDGE TECHNOLOGY™

 Hems and grommets are not required

* Unlike Polypro fabrics, EVERGREEN™ will not unravel
« Can be cut to custom sizes and shapes on site

* Anchor pins can be placed anywhere on the cover

UNIQUE DESIGN CREATES A TRULY 4-SEASON TURF COVER

o Winter blanket « Early spring green-up « Summer overseeding
& repair * Frost protection  Extend your growing season

BE SURE TO ASK FOR EVERGREEN™, THE ONE WITH COLOR

* Provides additional light spectrum benefits for the turf

* Choose color based on your climate

Can be cut or shaped without fraying The with and withoui Idok of natural urf
thanks to Smart Edge Technology™ using the EVERGREEN™ cover

Call Toll Free: 1-800-387-5808

Int’l: +1-416-745-1811 e FAX: 416-742-6837
E-mail: info@covermaster.com
www.covermaster.com

AHEAD OF THE GAME

© 2013 Covermaster Inc. covermaster. com/evad/

Lawn Care | Professional Turf | Sports Fields | Sod | Municipalities

Scott Bowman, Turf Specialist

519.338.3840
'\ sbowmane@speareseeds.ca

SPEARESEEDS

Regenerating Perennial Ryegrass Rhizomatous Tall Fescue 5 to 7 day germination Higher germination
Aggressive lateral growth Superior deep root system Compact Kentucky Bluegrass Holds 600 times its weight in water

Excellent wear tolerance Advanced technology High traffic tolerance Helps seed thrive while conserving water
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