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Sports Turf Manager
for BETTER, SAFER SPORTS TURF. AUTUMN 2010.

Inside this issue...

what’s online
www.sportsturfassociation.com

Deadline for Winter 2010 Sports Turf Manager: November 5th.

regular columns, departments & small features

12 STA Member & Facility Profile. Meet Cliff Towers, Supervisor of Parks 
Operations for the City of Mississauga.

4 The President’s Desk & New Members. OTS 2011 will be held Feb. 23-24 
at the University of Guelph. The early bird registration deadline is Dec. 17!

7 Event Calendar. It’s a jam packed educational & networking schedule...

27 Industry Press Release. Dol Turf launches high school field study.

STA Membership Directory
Network with your peers!

 
Event Calendar

Looking for dates and details 
of that STA or industry event? 
Check out our online calendar 

which includes links to the 
appropriate website. 

Turf Trades Employment Board
Advertising a position? Searching 
for a job? We’ve got you covered.

Shop for Resource Publications
The Athletic Field Construction 
Manual & Understanding Turf 

Management.

Autumn – the reprieve from Summer.  ~Mike Garofalo, Pulling Onions



4  Autumn 2010 Sports Turf Manager

Sports Turf Manager President’s Desk
by paul gillen 
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e are coming to the end of what has been the second warmest year 
on record here in southern Ontario. While that has been great for 
outdoor activities, it has provided challenges for those responsible 
for maintaining turf, especially in light of water restrictions and the 

first full year under the pesticides ban. That being said, watching the resilience and 
ingenuity of management and staff to get the best possible results under such chal-
lenging conditions is one of the reasons that I really enjoy this industry.

The Summer Operational Forum was held on June 23 in association with our Parks 
and Open Space Alliance (POSA) partners. With one in every seven Canadians living 
with some form of disability, our theme, Accessibility in Ontario’s Parks and Open 
Spaces, was – and is – so very, very important. If you missed the event, there are 
some valuable resources available from the organizations that provided sessions: 
City of Toronto (www.toronto.ca), Ministry of Community and Social Services (www.
AccessON.ca), Active Living Alliance and the All Abilities Welcome Campaign (www.
allabilitieswelcome.ca), and Variety Village (www.varietyontario.ca). 

Continuing with POSA events, we worked overtime to pull together the first POSA 
“Introduction to Synthetic Turf and Maintenance” training sessions held October 28 
and 29 at the Hershey Sports Zone, Mississauga (just about the time you should be 
receiving this issue of Sports Turf Manager!). The workshops covered every aspect of 
synthetic turf from planning and budgeting to bid proposal preparation and evalua-
tion, to construction, installation and maintenance considerations. 

Our Annual Field Day was held on September 23 at the Hespeler Beehive Hall and 
Optimist Park in Cambridge. While there were some challenges for the committee 
this year, the day was an unqualified success. Our guest speakers, Dr. John Sorochan 

from the University of Tennessee, and Dr. Katerina 
Jordan and Dr. Eric Lyons from the University of 
Guelph, provided an array of insights into sports 
turf maintenance. Everyone in attendance seemed 
to take something new away from the day of semi-
nars and field demonstrations. Our sincere thanks 
to the many sponsors and exhibitors for their con-
tinued support and to Paul Turner, Bob Kennedy 
and the rest of the committee for their efforts on 
behalf of the association.

Finally, the Ontario Turfgrass Symposium, On 
the Cutting Edge, is scheduled for February 23 
and 24 at the University of Guelph. Watch your 
mail and visit www.ots.open.uoguelph.ca for all 

the details as they become available. We are especially pleased that this year Kim 
Heck, Executive Director of the Sports Turf Managers Association in the US, will be 
part of the program.

Winter will soon be upon us – a time to catch our breath and start preparations for 
next year. Until we chat again,

www.ots.open.uoguelph.ca
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On the 
cutting edge
Wednesday, February 23 & 
Thursday, February 24, 2011

Rozanski Hall, University of Guelph

Early Bird Registration by December 17, 2010

20th 
Annual
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Looking for Turfgrass Information? Search the TGIF! Here’s an Example. 

New MembersNew Members
Dan Phillips & Alexander Dickie
Kettleby, ON, Zander Sod Co. Limited

Neal Unsworth, City of Kingston, ON

Marcia Feddes, City of Orillia, ON

John Gilliland, Markham, ON
Kubota Canada Limited

Brian Reist, Elmira, ON
Reist Industries Inc.

Matt Hawkins, Gormley, ON
Rutherford Contracting Ltd.

Mark Scenna, Brantford, ON
Agrium Advanced Technologies

Alan V. Dore, H.T. Lam & Rob Wagner
City of Hamilton, ON

Jared Hamilton & Andrew Deacon
Quyon, QC, Mountainview Turf

Tom Brydon, Town of LaSalle, ON

Bradley Young, 2010 STA Robert W. 
Sheard Scholarship Recipient

Keyword: Winter preparation   Number of titles retrieved: 29

Among the top 6: 1) January football diary 2009: [Frosty mornings], 2) Winter 
blues, 3) Sports field management practices – preparing a field for winter, 
4) Jump to it, 5) How to prep fields for winter: All summer long you coddled 
and nursed your turf. The playing fields looked great. Now, however, it’s time 
to put that grass to bed for winter, and 6) Taking on winter: The basics of 
irrigation system blowouts.

How do I do this? STA members enjoy complete subscriber access to the Turfgrass Information File 
via the Michael J. Bladon Link in the Members Only section of the STA website. Login and start 
searching at www.sportsturfassociation.com!

Mark Klementti, Barrie, ON
RK & Associates

Elaine Pepin, City of North Bay, ON

Mike Tancredi, Brantford, ON
Grand Erie District School Board

Alan Streatch, Elderbank, NS
Turf Masters Landscaping Ltd.

STA Annual Field Day. Over 200 sports turf professionals, 

students and industry suppliers gathered in Cambridge on 

September 23 for a great day of education and networking.

Former STA President and Sports Turf Manager editor Mike Bladon and 

Turf & Recreation editor Mike Jiggens (right) at the STA Field Day.
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Vanden Bussche Irrigation

Milton Office 1-800-263-4112
King City Office 1-866-703-5464 (KING)
Scarborough Office (416) 289-3635
Delhi Office 1-800-387-7246 (RAIN)
www.vandenbussche.com

to order your copy  •  call 519-763-9431
visit  www.sportsturfassociation.com

Athletic Field
Construction Manual

classification  I  specifications  
Field evaluation  I  field dimensions
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Event Calendar

If you have an industry-related event you’d like publicized, 
contact Lee at 519-763-9431, info@sportsturfassociation.com.

association events are highlighted in green

November 12. Variety Village 14th Annual Active Living Conference.
Scarborough, ON, www.varietyontario.ca

December 17. Early Bird Registration Deadline. Ontario Turfgrass Symposium.
Info: 519-767-5000, www.ots.open.uoguelph.ca

January 11-13. Landscape Ontario Congress.
Toronto, ON, www.locongress.com

January 11-15. Sports Turf Managers Association 22nd Annual Conference 
& Exhibition. Austin, TX, www.stma.org
Note: STA members can register at STMA member rates!

January 12-14. Ontario Golf Superintendents Association.
Ontario Golf Course Management Conference and Trade Show
Windsor, ON, www.golfsupers.on.ca

January 31-February 25. University of Guelph Turf Managers’ Short Course.
Guelph, ON, 519-767-5000, http://tmsc.open.uoguelph.ca

February 23 & 24. Ontario Turfgrass Symposium: On the Cutting Edge.
University of Guelph, Guelph, ON, 519-767-5000, www.ots.open.uoguelph.ca

February 23. Sports Turf Association Annual General Meeting.
University of Guelph, Guelph, ON (during the Ontario Turfgrass Symposium)
Info: 519-763-9431, www.sportsturfassociation.com

March 4-8. Canadian Golf Superintendents Association & the Western Canada 
Turfgrass Association Canadian International Turfgrass Conference & Trade Show
Vancouver, BC, Info: www.golfsupers.com, www.wctaturf.com

Turf Trades
Employment Bulletin Board

Contact Lee Huether at the 
office at 519-763-9431, 
info@sportsturfassociation.com

Are you advertising a position? Are 
you searching for a job? Target your 
audience or refine your search with    
Turf Trades, an online resource for 
all staffing levels and areas of the 
sports turf industry. Employment 
Bulletin Board ads run for 60 days 
with an additional 30 days availa-
ble at 1/2 the price. Cost including 
HST is $84.75 for STA members 
and $113 for non-members for the 
initial 60 day period. Payment by 
cheque (Canada only), Ameriican 
Express, MasterCard or Visa must 
accompany the job description. 
Jobs will be posted in a standard 
page format. 



8  Autumn 2010 Sports Turf Manager

Sports Turf Association Field Day
september 23, 2010 hespeler beehive hall/optimist park cambridge, ontario

Many Thanks To Our Generous Field Day Sponsors
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Kent McVittie, Commissioner of Community Services for the City 

of Cambridge, together with STA Director Bob Kennedy, welcomed 

attendees to the Hespeler Beehive Hall/Optimist Park for the Sports 

Turf Association Field Day on September 23. The event, now in 

its twenty-third year, attracted more than two hundred sports turf 

professionals, students and suppliers to the industry. In the words 

of one enthusiastic participant, “Great food! Excellent speakers, 

supplier showcase and field demos. Thanks!” We couldn’t have 

said it better ourselves. Thank you!
To Our Valued Exhibitors 

Agrium Advanced Technologies

AWS Irrigation Management Inc.

Bannerman Ltd.

Carpell Surfaces

Connect Equipment

Covermaster Inc.

DCS Agronomic Services

Dol Turf Restoration Ltd.

G.C. Duke Equipment Ltd.

Hutcheson Sand & Mixes

Kubota Canada Ltd.

Mar-Co Clay Products

Masters Turf Supply Ltd.

MMM Group Limited

Nutrite

ON Turfgrass Research Found’n

Plant Products Co. Ltd.

Reist Industries Inc.

Rittenhouse Since 1914

RK & Associates

Simplistic Lines Inc.

Speare Seeds

Turf Care Products Canada

Turf Revolution

Vanden Bussche Irrigation

Zander Sod Co. Limited

Continuing Success Year After Year...
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Sports Turf Association Field Day


