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8 WITH IRRIGATION, GREEN = SAFER 
Proper mowing and fertility are a must  
for safer turf fields

22 CONGRATulATIONS TO JOSHuA 
CARlSEN  2017 Scholarship Winner!

Inside Features
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We went coast to coast!

New Brunswick (Moncton)  
September 6th, 2017  

(report page 12)

Ontario (Richmond Hill)  
September 14th, 2017   

(report page 14)

British Columbia (Aldergrove) 
September 20th, 2017 

(report page 18)
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IT BLOWS AWAY EVERYTHING 
Including the Competition.
TORO PRO FORCE Debris Blower
Delivering unmatched air power, durability and ease of use for fast removal of 
grass clippings, leaves, aeration cores, sand, gravel, garbage or other debris.

Andy Sandilands, Eastern Ontario - 416-347-5056
Bill Martel, GTA - 416-606-6509
Derek Therrien, Ottawa - 613-290-7403
Chris Emerton, Northern Ontario - 905-715-6285
Mike Rossi, GTA Municipal - 905-715-6797
Steve Connors, Southwestern Ontario - 519-319-0539
Jason Sewell, Southwestern Ontario - 519-476-6548
Aaron Campbell, Southwestern Ontario & Niagara - 519-899-3023

Contact your Local Turf Care Commercial 
Equipment Sales Rep to Order or Book a Demo:   
  

Products Canada Limited

@Gr8estShowOnTRF              Visit: turfcare.ca/commercial-equipment       Join the conversation:

Helping your business GROW.
Exclusive TORO Distributor for Ontario and Quebec

Innisfil Community Centre, Alcona 

Wireless Instant Idle Feature

Unmatched Maneuverability & Versatility

Two-Year Warranty
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We would like to take a moment to say thank you to our membership for 
electing your Board of Directors at our annual general meetings. Your input 
into the direction of our Association is very important and we’d like to share 
with you, what we do.
 Your Board of Directors is the team of elected members who are 
responsible for defining the future vision and direction of the association, 
keeping in mind the founding directors’ vision, and steering it towards a 
sustainable future. This is accomplished with legal governance and financial 
management. The Board also ensures the association has the resources and 
structure needed to advance its goals. It is important to ensure the right people 
with the right skills and experiences are represented on the board. There are 
legal requirements of the fiduciary duties of the board and each person can 
be liable if activities deter away from the association’s vision.
 Each member of the board brings their individual skill set and perspective 
to the organization while working as a team player. All directors are 
responsible to represent the interests of all members in all matters. The board 
is responsible for hiring the Executive Manager of the organization who has 
the responsibility of running the day-to-day operations of the association 
under direction of the board’s decisions. The board then meets on a quarterly 
basis with the Executive Manager to provide their advice and thoughts on 
the information presented to them in regards to the operations and direction 
of the association.
 Board members are the primary advocates for the association and 
contribute to its success by taking on responsibilities to accomplish its 
strategic goals. The Association abides by the Canadian Not For Profit 
Corporations Act. They demonstrate their support for the association by 
involvement in its programs, events and courses. Board members typically sit 
on one chosen committee. They are aware of the needs of the membership and 
they share the value and work of the association and explain the association’s 
services to relevant audiences.

Board of Director's 
Message

Sports Turf Manager
Volume 30, Issue 3. ISSN 1201-3765
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New & returning
Members

Alberta
Clayton Gordon  
Calgary Board  
  of Education

British Columbia

Mike Kearns  
City of Courtenay

Josh Carlsen
Township of langley

New Brunswick
Arthur Brown
City of  
  Fredericton 

Al Frigault  
City of Saint John 

Tyler lord  
City of Saint John

Nova Scotia
Matt Giles 
Nova Turf Care  
  Products ltd.

Ontario
Robert Cooke  
Central Irrigation  
  Supply 

Brad Bomberry  
Six Nations

Dylan Williams  
Six Nations

Dan lamirande  
Town of Whitchurch- 
  Stouffville

Chris Sheridan  
Town of Whitchurch- 
  Stouffville

Patrick Ward 
Town of Whitchurch- 
  Stouffville

January 15, 2018
Sports Turf Manager of the Year Award
Nomination Deadline
See page 10 for more information.
sportsturfcanada.com

January 16 to 19, 2018
Sports Turf Managers Association
Conference & Exhibition
Fort Worth, TX
stma.org/2018-conference

January 31, 2018
Sports Turf Canada Board of Directors 
Nomination Deadline
sportsturfcanada.com

February 5 to March 2, 2018
university of Guelph
Turf Managers’ Short Course
Guelph, ON
turfmanagers.ca

February 14-16, 2018
55th Annual WCTA Conference and Trade Show 
Richmond, British Columbia
River Rock Casino Resort
wcta-online.com

Event Calendar
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For up-to-date event information visit:
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Sports Turf Manager
for bETTEr, SAfEr SPorTS TUrf.   AUTUMN 2017.

Deadline for Winter 2017 Sports Turf Manager: Dec 7, 2017

3   BOARD OF DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE. What we do.

4   New and Returning Members: Welcome! 
  Event Calendar: Deadlines, Courses, Conferences and Trade Shows

Opinions expressed in articles published in Sports Turf Manager are those of the author 
and not necessarily those of Sports Turf Canada™. 

Inside this issue...
REGulAR COluMNS, DEPARTMENTS & SMAll FEATuRES

what’s oNLiNe
SportsTurfCanada.com

"AuTuMN, THE YEAR'S lAST
lOVlIEST SMIlE."

–  WIllIAM CullEN BRYANT  –

·  login to the Members Only Section  
at sportsturfcanada.com to ensure  
your membership details are  
accurate for membership 
communication and invoicing.

·  Register for the Sports Turf 
Managers Association Annual 
Conference & Exhibition in  
January 2018!
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We have four key leadership roles:

President Chairs all meetings of the Board, 
ensures oversight and facilitates Board 
activities

Vice-
President

Learns the role of the President, fills 
in when the President is unavailable, 
supports association activities through 
committee support

Secretary Oversees all the legal administrative 
requirements of the association, assists 
with organizational activities

Treasurer Oversees financial management of 
the association, providing advice and 
guidance where necessary

 

The Past-President ensures consistency and understanding 
of past decisions and direction of the association.
 We are all honoured to provide the support we can to 
Sports Turf Canada and we encourage other members 
to submit nominations for the Board of Directors. We 
accept nominations until January 31st of every year and 
our Nominating Committee reviews the submissions and 
recommends their slate of nominees to the entire membership 
at the Annual General Meeting held in the Spring every year.  
We are also available to answer any questions you have about 
the Board positions and responsibilities, feel free to reach 
out to the STC office to connect with us. •
 

Continued from page 3

Sports Turf Canada 
Members are:
•  municipalities
•  scHOOls
•  cOmmunitY cOlleGes
•  uniVeRsities
•  ReseaRcHeRs
•  lanDscape aRcHitects
•  cOntRactORs
•  inDustRY supplieRs
•  spORts staDiums
•  anD manY, manY mORe...

Sports Turf Canada provides members with:
•	 Connection	to	nation-wide	sports	turf	experts	in	the	industry
•	 Commitment	to	sports	turf	through	ongoing	educational	opportunities,		
	 resources	and	the	support	of	research
•	 Regular	communication	through	Sports	Turf	Manager	magazine,	enews		
	 and	our	website
•	 Promotion	of	both	construction	and	maintenance	for	improved	and	safer		
	 sports	turf	across	Canada
•	 Sharing	of	knowledge	and	information	to	assist	with	your	turf	issues
•	 Environmental	stewardship	–	we	value	sports	turf	and	its	impact	on		
	 the	environment
•	 Links	to	other	industry-related	organizations

328 Victoria Road South, Guelph, Ontario N1L 0H2    |    519-763-9431  info@sportsturfcanada.com SportsTurfCanada.com

Join today and get the rest of 2017 
FREE of Charge!
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Premium Products 
Premium Results
Premium Products 
Premium Results

Our team of turf professionals will work with you to make your 
field the best it can be. 

Contact your local BrettYoung Regional Account Manager and 
let us show you our commitment to your success.

Easy, efficient and   
economical linemarking  
with the iGO machine. 

Rob Field, Ontario General Manager    
905-320-6449   
rob.field@brettyoung.ca

Kelly Barnet, South Western Ontario 
519-890-4061 
kelly.barnet@brettyoung.ca

Everett Nieuwkoop, South Western 
Ontario, Toronto & Niagara 
519-688-4397 
everett.nieuwkoop@brettyoung.ca

Chris Nelson, Toronto & Niagara 
416-500-5233 
chris.nelson@brettyoung.ca

Steve Hewgill, Northern Ontario  
705-896-2148 
steve.hewgill@brettyoung.ca

Andrew Hardy, Toronto  
& Central Ontario 
647-241-1134 
andrew.hardy@brettyoung.ca

Ron Milne, Eastern & Central Ontario 
905-213-5710 
ron.milne@brettyoung.ca

BrettYoung is a trademark of Brett-Young Seeds Limited.

Top performing seed and 
fertilizer products, ideal  
for sports fields.

Our team of turf professionals will work with you to make your 
field the best it can be. 

Contact your local BrettYoung Regional Account Manager and 
let us show you our commitment to your success.
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Sports turf managers have one very important 
goal: creating safe accessible sports fields for 
our communities and children.
To do this, proper mowing and fertility are a must and with the 
adoption of pesticide restrictions in many municipalities there 
has become a greater reliance on overseeding and irrigation. 
Irrigation can maintain growth and with proper mowing, 
fertility and overseeding can result in much better turfgrass 
stands. One issue with irrigation is often when the sports fields 
need it most, when access to our irrigation systems is inhibited 
due to restrictions on non-essential water use to preserve water 
resources. Recently, a paper published by researchers at the 
Guelph Turfgrass Institute (GTI) at the University of Guelph 
addressed the impact on water restrictions on field hardness 
and potential safety (Chang et al. 2017).
 Water is an important resource for every community 
and should be used properly to assure proper conditions for 
turfgrass growth and conservation of the resource. For most 
Kentucky bluegrass sports fields, soil watering once a week 
is more than sufficient to maintain good turfgrass growth. 
In addition, when watering less often there is potential for 
rainfall to occur,  reducing the need for supplemental watering. 
Watering once a week at a higher rate than you would water 
on a more frequent basis, allows for water to be deeper in 
the soil profile encouraging deeper rooting, and less need  
for irrigation during times of drought. On sand based sports 
fields watering frequency may be more frequent than once a 
week but still should be as infrequent as possible for the reasons 
listed above.
 One issue with turfgrass fertilization and irrigation is that it 
is often believed that the reasons for fertilizing or irrigating are 

cosmetic in nature. Those of us managing sports fields know 
that green turf is growing turf and that means it is recovering 
from wear from user groups. Green turf is also competing with 
weeds by growing into the voids left by excessive use. 
 During the summer of 2016 water restrictions were 
implemented in the City of Guelph that included the stopping 
of watering of irrigated sports fields. The GTI has two in-use 
sports fields at the research station and we decided to measure 
the effects drought had on turfgrass colour and safety of the 
sports fields. As they experienced the drought, areas of green 
and brown turf appeared as is common when turf undergoes 
drought (Figure 1). As soil moisture was depleted, volumetric 
water content of the soil was lower, although the green areas 
of the turf and the brown areas of the turf were similar in 
volumetric water content (Figure 2a). A surprising result was 
that the areas under the green turf were actually softer and 
therefore most likely safer than the areas under the brown turf 
(Figure 2b). 
 As sports fields become dry they harden. This occurs under 
both green and brown turf. Surprisingly though the green turf 
is softer than the brown turf (Figure 3). This shows that green 
turf is not cosmetic but serves as an indicator that the field is 
not excessively hard. When the turfgrass begins to brown it 
is a sign that the field is becoming harder and the addition of 
water may help soften the field making it more playable and 
safer for participants. During water restrictions, the use of your 
irrigation system should focus on the safety of the players and 
maintenance of the turfgrass playability. One good indicator 
of field hardness is dormant turfgrass and therefore irrigation 
to prevent dormancy will help maintain fields within the safe 
range with respect to field hardness. It is important during water 

 

With Irrigation:  
Green = Safer
By Dr. Eric Lyons, University of Guelph
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restrictions to communicate why irrigation is necessary and to 
irrigate infrequently as possible only to prevent dormancy as 

water resources are valuable and during times of limited water 
should be preserved.

Figure 1. Sports fields at the GTI beginning to show the signs of drought having both brown and green areas of turfgrass.

Figure 2. Precipitation data summed every seven days for days between sampling dates. a) Mean soil VWC measurements. While the error bars 
are present, they are too small to be seen on the figure. b)  Mean surface hardness measurements. The line at 100 g represents the surface 
hardness threshold that may pose a safety hazard.

Figure 3.  The effect of soil VWC on surface hardness in green and brown turfgrass 
areas in close proximity on each sampling date. The line at 100 g represents the 
surface hardness threshold that may pose a safety hazard.

Works Cited: Chang, Kuo Hsien; Powers, Jacqueline; Lyons, Eric. 201. Water 
restriction impact on surface hardness and soil volumetric water content on 
recreational sports fields. International Turfgrass Society Research Journal. V 
13 (1): 614-618. •
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Purpose
• To recognize a sports turf manager for his or her 

professional ability and contribution to the Canadian  
sports turf industry

• To show appreciation for the individual’s proactive and 
progressive efforts within the profession and the industry

Eligibility
• Nominees must be current non-commercial members in 

good standing of Sports Turf Canada
• Members of the Sports Turf Canada Board of Directors  

or Awards Committee are not eligible as nominator  
or nominee

• Sponsors are not eligible as nominator or nominee

Criteria
We invite nominations for an individual who is:
• Engaged in a management or practitioner role in the  

sports turf industry

• Engaged in regular professional development activities
• Regarded as an active contributor to the profession and the 

industry
• Regarded as progressive, displaying outstanding 

performance in any one of a number of key categories, 
suggested but not limited to:

 ° Community Outreach
 ° Commitment to Continuing Education and    

 Professional Development (i.e. accrual of a diploma,  
 degree or special certification)

 ° Environmental Stewardship/Green Initiatives  
 (i.e. responsible nutrient management, carbon

  reductions, water conservation, habitat creation,  
 facility improvements, etc.)

 ° Health and Safety (internal or external)
• Progressive Management Techniques for Sports Turf
• Project Management
• Special Promotion of the Profession
• Stewardship of Interns or Students
• Workplace Improvements and/or innovations
• Other

ARE YOU THE NEXT SPORTS TURF  
MANAGER OF THE YEAR?

A Professional Award Program of Sports Turf Canada
With the Cooperation and Sponsorship of the Guelph Turfgrass Institute

Sports Turf Canada is the Canadian professional association dedicated to the promotion of better, safer sports turf 
through innovation, education and professional programs. In order to further this goal, and to encourage, support 
and acknowledge those working in the sports turf industry, the association has established the Sports Turf Manager 
of the Year Award program. By sponsoring this award, the Guelph Turfgrass Institute wishes to assist Sports Turf 
Canada in the recognition of sports turf managers who exemplify vision and leadership in the sports turf industry.



Sports Turf Specialists

The Recognized Leader in
Sports Turf Management

Dol Turf is the recognized leader in 
the sports turf industry.

Your one-stop-solution for natural 
or synthetic sports turf restoration, 

maintenance, management 
and reconstruction.

25525
elebrate2017 We C
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Trilo VCU 200 Verticut
The Trilo VCU 200 Verticut unit is specially designed for sports fields, flat areas and parks,
and is the solution for all your thatch problems. Features include:

• Removes thatch build-up • Allows increased aeration
• More effective utilization of fertilizer • Increased water penetration

• Earlier spring green-up • Fall seed bed preparation
• Completely mechanically driven, no hydraulics

• Working width of 78”
• Removes thatch down to a depth of 1.5”

• Multi-tipped blades, 3mm thick on 1.25” centres
• Quick depth of cut, adjustable by calibrated screw jacks

• Cable debris scraper on gauge roller
• Requires minimum 20 HP tractor

Available in Canada from Bannerman Ltd.
41 Kelfield St., Rexdale, Ont. M9W 5A3

1-800-325-4871 www.sportsturfmagic.com

Bannerman Trilo:Layout 1  7/25/16  10:41 AM  Page 1

Policies
• Nominees will be judged on the basis of the 

information contained in the Nomination Form and 
supplementary material

• Nominations must be received by January 15 for 
consideration

• Presentation will be made to the award recipient at 
an appropriate industry conference or event

Nomination Requirements
Nominator must submit:
• A completed SPORTS TURF MANAGER OF THE 

YEAR Nomination Form 
 (available at sportsturfcanada.com)
• Supplementary information detailing the manner 

in which the Nominee meets the Criteria and the 
particulars of why the Nominee should be considered 
for the SPORTS TURF MANAGER OF THE YEAR 
Award. Letters of support (maximum of 3) will 
strengthen the nomination.•
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Sports Turf Field Day: New Brunswick 

Thankfully the rain held off until late in the afternoon.  
We can’t say as much for the winds which challenged our 
outdoor exhibitor displays. The Moncton Coliseum was a 
fantastic host with a nice variety of breakfast items and 
coffee to start our day. The speakers were exceptionally well 
informed in their areas of expertise. Thank you for sharing 
what you know and offering your assistance. We learned 
about effective turf maintenance procedures and processes, 
products in the industry, services that are available to 
all and research that is continually happening in the turf 
industry. The sharing of how other turf professionals have 
resolved issues is a great learning opportunity and it was 

great to meet others in the industry and learn how they 
handle their challenges. Thank you to all those potential
STC members who attended and learned about STC’s field 
days. Each municipality has their own best practices and we 
appreciate the sharing of those practices and the extension 
of contact information for available assistance. Our outdoor 
demonstrations kept us all listening and walking around the 
many fields at the CN Sportplexe. Moncton staff provided us 
with such fantastic support. Thank you to all our exhibitors 
and demonstrators who provided us with a variety of 
techniques and equipment relevant to our responsibilities. 
The day was a great learning event for all.

35 Delegates  | 4 Engaging Speakers  | 6 Exhibitor/Sponsor Booths  | 15 Representatives  
We were able to check out Moncton’s “Field of Dreams”  

(designed to be accessible for people with cognitive and physical disabilities)

Discussion/Demonstration Topics:

•   Testing and Benchmarking for the  
    Sports Turf Professional
•	 Why Synthetic Turf?
•	 Troubleshootng Sports Turf Problems
•	 The Issue of Flooding
•	 Improving and Maintaining Clay Infields

Moncton’s own Gord
Horsman delivering the

welcoming words

Thank you Moncton for
generously hosting our

Field Day!
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Thank you to our host!
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Thank You To Our Generous Sponsors and Exhibitors:
Bannerman Ltd. – George Bannerman
1-800-325-4871
george@sportsturfmagic.com
sportsturfmagic.com

Maritime Green Products (MGP)
Stuart Gillies
506-872-4004
stuartgillies@outlook.com
turfsupplies.com

Veseys Equipment – Gerry Simpson
902-892-8873   gerry@veseys.com
veseysequipment.com

Nova Turf Care Products Ltd. – Matt Giles
902-478-3843
matt@novaturf.ca
novaturf.ca

Coffee Break Sponsor

Mar-Co Products – Dale Horst
800-950-2555
dale@marcoclay.com
Marcoclay.com

Exhibitors
Steven Boyd BoydCo Golf & Turf 506-588-5464 boydcoturf@gmail.com www.boydcoturf.com

Tom Jubis Eastern Turf Equipment 902-499-8841 tom@easternturf.ca www.easternturf.ca

Steve Tober Halifax Seed Company 902-455-4364 info@halifaxseed.ca www.halifaxseed.ca

Speakers

Testing & Benchmarking for Sports Turf Professionals
John Bladon - The Chimera Group
519-574-2013
Jbladon.chimeragroup@rogers.com

Why Synthetic Turf
Alan Streatch - Turf Masters Landscaping
902-384-2090
astreatch@granview.ca

Troubleshooting Sports Field Turf Problems
Dr. Eric Lyons - University of Guelph
519-824-4120 x52232
elyons@uoguelph.ca

Infield Maintenance
Kevin Hansen - Pro’s Choice
Kevin.hansen@oildri.com
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ON FIELD DAY

Sports Turf Field Day: Ontario 

Between the exceptional location of the Richmond Green
Sports Centre, the huge volume of vendors and sponsors,
the very informative and energetic presentations, the 
fantastic weather, municipality staff who attended with 
enthusiasm, the students who were eager to learn, and the
delicious lunch, we couldn’t have asked for a better day.
A huge thank you to all the vendors and sponsors who
came out and set up early and brought company 
representatives to network with attendees, displays to  
share what they can help with and the equipment that  
they demonstrated. It truly was a collaborative effort.  
We encourage everyone to reach out to those sponsors  
and vendors. Their contact information follows this article. 

The Town of Richmond Hill provided us with an exceptional 
opportunity with the space to network, learn, experience 
and enjoy a bottle of water on a hot day. Thank you to all 
their staff for their endless efforts to ensure a successful 
event. We couldn’t have done it without you! The experience, 
expertise and enthusiasm of our presenters added a 
wonderful learning opportunity to our day. Thank you for 
your willingness to share. Thank you to both Mayor Barrow of 
Richmond Hill, and Diarmuid Salvadori of the Richmond Hill 
Soccer Club for joining our day and thanking our attendees. 
It’s agreed that our members build sporting experiences for 
our communities and put smiles on people’s faces.

113 Delegates  | 4 Informative Speakers  | 27 Exhibitor/Sponsor Booths  | 67 Representatives  
Over 21 municipalities and 4 schools/school boards!

Discussion/Demonstration Topics:

•   Drainage and Irrigation Techniques
•	 Ball Diamond Layout
•	 Athletic Field Construction
•	 Fraize Mowing
•	 Water Re-use

Rob Elliott
welcomes

attendees to
the Field Day

and shares
Richmond Hill’s

successes
and

challenges

Indoor presentation and networking fun!
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Thank you to our host!

Thank You To Our Generous Sponsors:
Gold Sponsor

Synthetic turf understanding and demonstration then BBQ lunch with Chico’s!
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Mike Rossi
miker@turfcare.ca  
905-836-0988

Mike McGhee
mmcghee@gtgolf.net
905-836-2324

Debby Vissers
debby@visserssod.com
905-263-2126

Craig Gustafson
Craig.gustafson@avanttecnousa.com
847-380-1309

Rob Field
Rob.field@brettyoung.ca
905-320-6449

SilverSponsors

Casey Mahan
Casey.mahan@ ionirrigation.com
403-899-6056

Caleb Burns
cburns@siteone.com
289-208-2487

Bronze Sponsors

Cindy Madeley
cindy@hutchesonsand.com
905-431-3323

Mike Ross
Mike.ross@plantproducts.com
905-536-4565

Gord Dol
gdol@dolturf.com
905-778-1222

George Bannerman
George@sportsturfmagic.com
800-325-4871

Blair McKee
blair@marcoclay.com
519-684-7591

Amanda Hoewing
ahoewing@pickseed.com
289-924-1122

Mark Craddock
mcraddock@vandenbussche.com
905-875-4545

Nancy Baker
nbaker@simplisticlines.com
519-348-0653

Tony Serwatuk
Tony.serwatuk@toro.com
647-545-8334

continued on page 16

How to lay out a ball diamond
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Fraize Mowing—What Is It?
Steve Schiedel
Greenhorizons
steve@greenhorizonssod.com
905‐971‐7490

Laying Out a Ball Diamond
Trevor Warner
Precision Athletics / City of Woodstock
trevor@precisionathletics.net
519‐535‐2287

16  Autumn 2017 Sports Turf Manager

Kerry Whale Allturf Ltd. 705‐431‐0561 kerry@allturf.ca

Robert Cooke Central Irrigation Supply 416‐984‐9541 rcooke@centraltis.com

Larry Moreland Covermaster Inc. 416‐745‐1811 larry@covermaster.com

David Smith DCS & Associates 705‐687‐7645 dave@dcsturf.com

Paul Turner G.C. Duke Equipment Ltd. 800‐883‐0761 pturner@gcduke.com

Vince Girardi Greenhorizons 905‐389‐1315 vince@greenhorizonssod.com

Ken Pavely Lawn Life 519‐939‐6063 kpavely.lawnlife@xplornet.ca

Ken McLeod Nutrite 800‐265‐8865 Customer_service@nutrite.com

Debbie Conrad Ontario Turfgrass Research 
Foundation‐

519‐824‐4120 d.conrad@otrf.ca

Steve Marysiuk Rain Bird International 416‐358‐7246 smarysiuk@rainbird.com

Scott Bowman Speare Seeds 519‐338‐3840 sbowman@speareseeds.ca

Drainage and Irrigation
Dr. Eric Lyons
University of Guelph
elyons@uoguelph.ca
519‐824‐4120 x52232

Exhibitors

Speakers

Sports Turf Field Day: Ontario continued from page 15

Athletic Field Construction
David Smith
DCS & Associates
dave@dcsturf.com
705‐687‐7645



1.800.265.8865
www.nutrite.com

Continuous feeding 
with our exclusive FMS 

technology!

20-5-15
75% FMS, 15% Organic Base + Mg

Contains 5 nitrogen sources with different release rates
for steady growth over a 12-16 week period without promoting 

excessive leaf growth.

Global leader in the development, production and distribution 
of Turfgrass products. Sports Fields • Municipalities • Landscape

Rod Speake  
Technical Sales Rep  
   Professional Turf
rspeake@pickseed.com
Cell: (226)808-9116 

Amanda Hoewing  
Technical Sales Rep  
   Professional Turf
ahoewing@pickseed.com
Cell: (289)924-1122  

Gavin Carnegie
Manager Professional Turf 
gcarnegie@pickseed.com
Cell: (705)313-5363 

SportsTurfCanada.com  17  



Sports Turf Field Day: British Columbia 

Between demonstrations, presentations and those face to 
face discussions, there was a whole lot of talk happening 
during the Field Day on September 20th.

We’d like to extend a thank you to the Township of Langley 
for their generosity in hosting our BC Field Day. They went 
above and beyond our expectations in getting all the fields 
ready for our arrival and handling the days activities. This 
year’s support from exhibitors and sponsors was exceptional. 
Their participation ensures the success of events by allowing 
us to offer as many opportunities as we can. Their sharing 
of industry products and services assists in the industry’s 

successful field maintenance. Our delegates attendance 
ensures the expansion of knowledge and awareness of those 
maintaining sports fields. Thanks for the development. Luckily
we were fortunate to have nice weather for our day. And much 
appreciation to our speakers for sharing their experiences 
and expertise with our attendees. Education is a key mandate 
of both WCTA and STC. Congratulations to Hugh Norris for 
receiving Sports Turf Manager of the Year and Josh Carlsen 
for winning the Bob W. Sheard scholarship.

A very delicious BBQ was provided by Corix Water Products
who’s hospitality and donation is so greatly appreciated.

129 Delegates  |  4 Great Speakers  | 31 Exhibitor/Sponsor Booths 
64 Representatives (Double the Anticipated Number!)  |  Reaching 16 BC municipalities and schools/districts!

Discussion/Demonstration Topics:

•   Safe Slope Mowing
•	 Crumb Rubber – Safety Facts
•	 Chafer Beetle – Coming to a Field Near You!
•	 Baseball Infield Maintenance
•	 Aeration Best Practices

“It was a great event for junior municipal 
staff to attend because it exemplifies the 

professionalism of the turf industry”

“Any duplication of this year’s event  
will be a huge success”

Delegates listening to presentations Chafer Beetles by Peter 
Isaacson of Canadian Nursery 
Landscape Association

Hugh Norris receiving STC’s
Sports Turf Manager of the
Year Award!

Josh Carlsen receiving 
STC’s 2017 Professional 
Development Scholarship
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Thank you to our host!

Thank You To Our Generous Sponsors:
Premiere Sponsors

CORIX Water Products 
providing BBQ lunch

photo courtesy of WCTA

Infield Maintenance with Mike
Hebrard with Athletic Field 
Design

Slope mowing demonstration with 
Greg Kornelson of Interior Turf 
Equipment

Dethatching demonstration with 
Myles Kraft of WoodBay Turf 
Technologies

photo courtesy of WCTA
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Feature Sponsor

CPS Evergro – Spencer Grundy
Spencer.grundy@cpsagu.ca
604-940-0258

Habitat Sytems—Jeff Musson
info@habitat-systems.com 
604-294-4224

Prairie Coast Equipment
Ray Saga
rsaga@pcequip.ca
604-792-1516

Ion Irrigation – Don Laycraft
Don.laycraft@ionirrigation.com
403-648-0943

Plant Health Division – Mark Jull
mjull@planthealthdivision.com
403-390-2116

Keso Turf Supplies – Scott Kraemer
scott@keso.ca - 604-940-2240

SiteOne Landscape – Wilf Robinson
wrobinson@siteone.com
604-533-3067

Terralink—Doug Speranza
doug@tlhort.com  
604-209-7418

Coffee Break Sponsor

Prominent Sponsors

Wood Bay Turf Technologies – Myles Kraft
info@woodbayturftech.com
780-468-4378

Corix Water Products – Kevin Neufeld
Kevin.neufeld@corix.com
604-273-4987

Thank you to our generous lunch provider:

continued on page 20
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Mark McMaster A.R. Mower & Supply 604‐940‐101 mark@armower.com

Martin Wright AstroTurf West Distributors Ltd 604‐812‐9857 martin@astroturfcanada.com

Duane Sharpe Brett Young 604‐417‐9917 duane.sharpe@brettyoung.ca

Kyle Redfern Eagle Lake Professional  
   Landscape Supply

403‐262‐5600 kyle@eaglelakelandscape.com

Cody Lasley ESD Waste2Water 801‐317‐3600 codylasley@waste2water.com

Ken Reid Farm Tek Turf Services Inc. 604 830‐0741 farmtek@shaw.ca

Angelo Capannelli Hutcheson Sand & Mixes 905‐870‐8555 acapannelli@hutchesonsand.com

Pat Differ JCL Ag Services Inc. 604‐855‐1241 patdiffer@gmail.com

Fred Chen Nilex Inc. 800 663 0478 fred.chen@nilex.com

Cary Blue Oakcreek Golf & Turf LP 604‐882‐8399 caryblue@oakcreek.ca

David Wal Premier Pacific Seeds Ltd. 604‐881‐1323 david@premierpacificseeds.com

Darren Chapman RDM Equipment Sales and Rentals Ltd. 604‐576‐8566 darren@rdmsales.ca

Gavin Worden Rollins Machinery Limited 604‐533‐0048 info@rollinsmachinery.ca

Ross Rivers Ross Rivers Enterprises Ltd. 250‐954‐0644 crivers@shaw.ca

Wilf Robinson SiteOne Landscape 604‐533‐3067 wrobinson@siteone.com

Ken Reid TDS West 604 830‐0741 farmtek@shaw.ca

Ron Aston Terra Equipment Ltd. 604 599‐6437 terraequipltd@telus.net

Doug Speranza Terralink 604‐209‐7418 doug@tlhort.com

Terry Ormrod The Toro Company 250‐851‐1341 terry.ormrod@toro.com

Ian Macdonald Tomko Sports Systems 604‐273‐0257 ian@tomkosports.com

David Peter Van Kel Landscape 250‐762‐3180 dpeter@vankel.ca

Rob Rindt Western Turf Farms 604‐850‐6660 rob@westernturffarms.com

Joe Mel Westerra Equipment 1 800 563 7313 jmeleg@westerraequipment.com

Mowing Slopes Safely
Greg Kornelson
Interior Turf Equipment
greg@iteequipment.com
1‐800‐994‐9990

Crumb Rubber
Catherine Eiswerth
R.F. Binnie & Associates
ceiswerth@binnie.com
778‐945‐6100

Chafer Beetle
Peter Isaacson
Canadian Nursery Landscape Association
peter@canadanursery.com 604‐376‐6050

Baseball Mound Maintenance
Mike Hebrard
Athletic Field Design
hebrard@athleicfield.com 503‐698‐6383

Exhibitors

Speakers

Sports Turf Field Day: British Columbia continued from page 19
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Congratulations to Joshua 
Carlsen for winning the 
2017 Robert W. Sheard 
Scholarship! 
Josh, who works as the Equipment Operator and Operation 
Maintenance Worker at the Township of Langley, BC, 
was highly recommended for the scholarship with the 
Association receiving many notes of support. 
 Josh has received a number of awards, including the 
Pat Dooley Memorial Award in April 2017, the TerraLink 
Horticulture award in March 2017, and the Ralph and Grace 
Fisher Endowed Horticulture Award in March 2016.  Josh is 
the Past President of Kwantlen Polytechnic University’s Turf 
Club. He has been involved with hosting and volunteering 
in three successful golf tournaments. His Turf Club "Golf 
Rounds for Research" contest has raised $4,000 annually 
for Turfgrass Research. Josh has worked with the Turf Club 
to assist with the installation of USGA sand and local sod 
for the Solomon Island’s Embassy in Brookswood, BC and 
volunteered at the PGA Champions Tour on Vancouver 
Island. He has found he can apply what he’s learned both 
in school and on the job at these events.  
 In October 2016, Josh helped with the First Green 
event at McLeod Athletic Park in Langley, BC which we 
have shared with our members. Josh has worked for the 
Fort Langley Golf Course previously. His very first job was  
cutting his neighbours 84 acres of lawn over three 
properties. He didn’t think then that he would be managing 
turf today.  What started his interest in turf management?  
In 2013, while working in Vietnam, across the street was a 
brand new Greg Norman designed links style golf course.  
He connected with the General Manager and  
Superintendent and during his last five months in  
Vietnam, he asked them what he could do to help in 
exchange for some free golf.  They asked him to teach 
their caddies about golf and also introduce some English.   
He agreed and from there he played golf every day and  
when the Superintendent had time, he would show  
Josh fertilizer applications, irrigation programs and 
installations and mowing techniques. Josh’s goal is to 
become a Sports Turf Manager.
 Josh was interested in applying for the scholarship to 
assist him in finishing his diploma and then enter a third 
year business diploma so he will have an understanding 

IN THE NEWS

of all sides of the turf industry to directly apply it to the role of 
Sports Turf Manager when and if he gets the opportunity.
 Josh was interested in applying for the scholarship to assist 
him in finishing his Turf Management diploma and then enter a 
third year business diploma so he will have an understanding 
of all sides of the turf industry to directly apply it to the role of  
Sports Turf Manager when and if he gets the opportunity.
 Josh devised a “how to train the trainer” program structure 
complete with a descriptive video.  The word STANDARD can be 
used as a tool for his recommended program.  
Safety  |  Tone  |  Ask  |  Narrate  |  Demonstrate  |  Advise  |  
Record  |  Develop  |  Strict

You can check out the video at:  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=9FaE5EEXtss 
Watch our Winter edition of Sports Turf Manager magazine for 
the full program details!  

What do others says about Josh?
Ashwant K Dwivedi of the Consulate General of Solomon Islands 
says “Apart from being responsible, Josh is a very trustworthy 
and talented young individual.  He always strives to learn 
and apply his learning to the highest standards.  He has also 
proven his ability to maintain confidentiality.  He has always 
met his deadlines ahead of time in delivering on his targets.”

Stan Kazymerchyk of Kwantlen Polytechnic University said 
“Josh is clearly in the “Leadership” category of people.  I 
have no doubt Josh will become an extremely effective Turf 
Manager in the near future”.  

As you have read, this receipient is very engaged in and 
passionate about the industry.  Congratulations Josh!!!
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Sod
Lawn Care
Sports Fields
Municipalities
Professional Turf

www.speareseeds.ca

INDUSTRY LEADING 
GRASS SEED 

SUPPLIERS FOR:

Scott Bowman, Turf Specialist
P 519.338.3840
sbowman@speareseeds.ca

SS STM Ad Horizontal (3.5x4.75).qxp_Layout 1  2016-05-12  10:24 AM  Page 1

TURF SEED SPECIALISTS

Larry White • Cell: 519-636-8327

Exclusive Distributors of: Flexterra HP-FGM 
RPR - Regenerating Perennial Ryegrass 

RTF - Rhizomatous Tall Fescue
www.sportstur�ntl.com

gdol@sportstur�ntl.com

Gord Dol

w

1.416.791.3677



Is it “Fraze,” “fraise” or “fraize” mowing? These are 
all spellings used for the word that means aggressive 
thatch removal, field leveling, and weed removal 
from sport fields. This magazine uses “fraze.”

History
This maintenance process was originally referred 
to as “fraise” mowing by Ko Rodenburg. In the 
early 1990’s, Rodenburg developed this process of 
field renovations, while he was the leading parks 
superintendent in Rotterdam, Holland. He invented 
this process to help clean up/minimize thatch and to 
control organic buildup. Rodenburg found that this 
process also controlled and removed the Poa annua 
plants and seed accumulation while leaving the crown 
of the plant intact ready for regeneration. 

 Fraze mowing has been implemented all across 
Europe for decades to renovate soccer pitches. The 
process is used to “clean” the organic build up for 
the soccer pitches that used the Desso GrassMaster 
system. This process removes all the material so the 
groundsmen could reseed the pitches and still keep 
the Desso fibers intact.
 Fraze mowing was first introduced to the United 
States in 2013 by Jerad Minnick, who conducted 
his own stateside research while at the Maryland 
SoccerPlex. Jerad discovered the benefits to warm 
season turf and declared that “Grass Can Do More” 
when fraze mowed. (Read Jerad and Allen Reed’s 
article in the August 2013 edition of SportsTurf.)

Research
I have known Allen Reed for many years. Allen is the 
director of stadium grounds for FC Dallas of Major 
League Soccer. Allen first told me about this concept 

IS FRAZE MOWING
RIGHT FOR YOU?
BY DARIAN DAILY

Fraze mowing has been implemented all across
Europe for decades to renovate soccer pitches.

continued on page 25 SportsTurfCanada.com  23  
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EVERGREEN™ TURF COVERS
Outsmart Mother Nature... Year Round!

With 30 years of field proven experience and
the longest warranties, EVERGREEN™ from
COVERMASTER is the smart choice

Call Toll Free: 1-800-387-5808
Int’l: 1-416-745-1811 •  FAX: 416-742-6837
E-mail: info@covermaster.com
www.covermaster.com
© 2017 Covermaster Inc.

SMART EDGE TECHNOLOGY™
• Hems and grommets are not required
• Unlike Polypro fabrics, EVERGREEN™ will not unravel
• Can be cut to custom sizes and shapes on site
• Anchor pins can be placed anywhere on the cover
UNIQUE DESIGN CREATES A TRULY 4-SEASON TURF COVER
• Winter blanket • Early spring green-up • Summer overseeding

& repair • Frost protection • Extend your growing season
BE SURE TO ASK FOR EVERGREEN™, THE ONE WITH COLOR
• Provides additional light spectrum benefits for the turf
• Choose color based on your climate

The with and without look of natural turf
using the  EVERGREEN™ cover

Can be cut or shaped without fraying
thanks to Smart Edge Technology™

covermaster.com/evad/

V3115 EG Ont STA 2017_T1025-A Feb&Nov BB/EG Sprttrf04  2017-02-19  2:50 PM  Page 1



at the STMA Conference in Daytona Beach in 2012, 
after he had begun working with Jerad on the team’s 
main training grounds. Allen was very impressed 
with this process. When the conference concluded, he 
emailed me photos and videos of the process. When 
you see this process for the first time, you swear that 
you are destroying your field! It is such a “different” 
process compared with what we have seen or had 
been taught in the US. It took 2 years and several late 
night “meetings” at STMA Conferences for Allen to 
persuade me to try it. It is easier to try something new 
when a trusted friend has done it before you and you 
respect his work.

Selling it to the club
After talking with Allen and Jared, as well as several 
others throughout the country that started using the 
process, I pitched the practice to the Bengals’ front 
office. The toughest part was trying to describe the 
fraze mowing process to people with limited turf 
knowledge. As hard as it was for Allen and Jerad 
to get me on board (someone with turf experience) 
it was doubly hard to get the club management  
on board.  
 During the 2013 training camp, we had one field 
that experienced excessive shearing. The players’ 
cleats would shear the top ½ inch due to a buildup 
of organic matter and excessive thatch build-up. 

After the season, I proposed to the club that we look 
at fraze mowing to help improve the playability 
of the field and to help with the shearing issue. I 
provided them with photos and video links and said 
that this would be a lot cheaper then sodding the 
field. I was specifically asked if this would work, 
knowing that if it didn’t work, I would be a “former” 
NFL sports field manager. I told the club that fraze 
mowing would eliminate the thatch build-up and the 
developing organic matter issue we had on our oldest 
bermudagrass field and the field would play much 
better.

Implementation
June 2014 we started the process. We had an area 
field builder who was sodding our training camp 
field fraze mow. Neither he nor I had seen it done in 
real life; but we kept adjusting the depth until I felt 
comfortable that enough material was being removed 
and enough stolons and rhizomes were remaining (in 
hind sight we could have removed more material but 
I was honestly too scared!). It took about 3 hours to 
remove the field. We finished on a Wednesday, and 
then we waited…

Results
We came back in on Monday, 4 days after the process, 
and there was a haze of green grass growing! We 

Rhizomes exposed after thatch/organic material removed. All photos courtesy of Jerad Minnick.
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The Athletic Field Construction Manual is 
a staple reference for those in the sports 

turf industry. Written by Dr. R.W. Sheard in 
conjunction with an editorial committee of 

professionals, the manual brings uniformity to 
the construction of grass athletic fields.

were surprised to see such a rejuvenation of the plant material 
in just 4 days. After 7 days we sprigged the field to insure the 
field would be completely filled by the beginning of training 
camp, just 6 weeks away. 
 We managed the field as if we were growing in sprigs. We 
applied lots of water and high fertility to push growth. Once 
the sprigs took hold, we backed the water off and lowered the 
fertility. Within 4 weeks, we could have played football on the 
field.
 Going into the process, we knew that fraze mowing would 
remove all the thatch that we had and help remove the organic 
layer we had started to build up. This process got the field down 
to a firm footing. This was done not only by the removal of 
the thatch, but also as it allows the bermuda to grow laterally 
instead of vertically. This happens because the plant is a 
juvenile and will grow vigorously. After 6 weeks, the field was 
as tight as I had ever seen and there were very little damage 
after practices.
 Something else we found was that we were able to “level” 
out some of our high spots due to spot sodding. The fraze 
mower would go over high spots and then mill down the spot 
to match the surrounding area. We also witnessed that, like 
Rodenburg, we had less weed issues. The process limited a 
great deal of weeds in the areas that were renovated and the 
areas that were not, we had more weed issues.

Moving forward
This process is revolutionary. Everyone I’ve spoken with that 
has tried this process has all said the same thing after the first 
pass: something like, “Holy crap! What have I just done!?” But 
what we have learned is that natural grass is a tough plant and 
the more we beat it up, the better and more resilient it becomes.  
Like anything new, it will take time before fraze mowing will 
be a standard in the States as much as it is in Europe. People 
may think you’ve lost your mind when they see the process the 
first time, but 6 weeks later you will look like the professional 
you are.  
 One note: After the great result of the 2014 season, we 
bought our own machine (KORO Universal Topmaker) and 
this past year we fraze mowed two of our three fields. This 
will be a yearly maintenance program at Paul Brown Stadium 
moving forward.
 As Jerad Minnick says, “We need to think different so grass 
can do more!” •

Darian Daily was the head sports field manager for the Cincinnati 
Bengals before he died unexpectedly in 2016.

Six weeks after fraze mowing.

Thatch/organic matter buildup July 2013

Following fraze mowing compared to  
5 weeks after mowing.
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Touchdown!

Experience a touchdown with 
Greenhorizons’ Professional Turf  
team. They have the know-how and  
extensive experience to properly 
build sports fields, or carry out 
any sod installation RIGHT the 
first time. They also understand 
that budget restraints exist at all 
levels. Based on the project and 
its proposed uses, Greenhorizons 
can provide a range of budgetary 
options for the best fit. 

ProXstablishmentTM Service
As any experienced turf manager 
can tell you, site preparation and 
laying the sod is only half of the 
job. How the turf is managed 
immediately after installation 
can drastically affect time-to-
use of a site. In recent years, the 

Greenhorizons team have taken 
what they know about turf and 
developed the ProXstablishment 
service to take the hassle and worry 
out of the site preparation, sod 
installation, and also the required 
maintenance until establishment.

From specialized sports fields to  
any sod installation, Greenhorizons 
has the right sod variety for the 
job. Couple that with extensive 
experience through successful 
installs and their ProXtablishment 
turf management program 
to guarantee establishment, 
and you’re in line for a 
TOUCHDOWN!!

Call today. It’s a win-win with 
Greenhorizons.

on any project: 

Serving Ontario & Surrounding Areas  |  1-800-367-6995  |  GreenhorizonsSod.com/sportsfield

from specialized sports fields to any sod installation
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© 2017 by KWIK GOAL LTD. All Rights reserved.

EVOLUTION 1.1 GOAL - 2B3306
(8’H x 24’W x 3’D x 9’B) 

For details on all Kwik Goal items visit kwikgoal.ca

is the official supplier to

KWIK FLEX® GOAL - 2B1701 (4’H x 6’W x 1½’D x 3’B) 
           2B1703 (6½’H x 12’W x 2’D x 3½’B)

BOX ANCHORS
10B5303
Set of 2

anchors secures
1 goal

For all your goal, goal anchoring and small sided game needs
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