
We had our cake and ate it too 
at the 2012 Annual General 
Meeting, held within days of 
the actual 25th anniversary 
of that historic gathering at 
the University of Guelph when 
the roots of the Sports Turf 
Association were established. 
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OTS 2012 attracted nearly 500 delegates, speakers 

and sponsors to participate in more than 30 sessions of 

general and focused streams of education. Details for 

OTS 2013 will be available later this summer.

2012

Our roots run deep and 2012 marks this quarter-century milestone. 
We salute all those who envisioned the Sports Turf Association 25 
years ago, who through their dedication, determination and much hard 
work not only brought the association to fruition but established a 
foundation for sustainability. And the countless others who followed, 
with service on the board of directors, on committees, providing 
educational presentations, writing articles, sponsoring, exhibiting, 
advertising, and just spreading the word. And those who participated 
in the professional development and educational events and sup-
ported the association with their membership. We acknowledge you.

It Was Resolved
•	 All	 those	 at	 the	 meeting	 following	 the	 opening	

remarks were in agreement that a Sports Turf 
Association is needed now, and that it not, be 
limited to Ontario.

•	 The	objectives/goals	of	the	association	are	to	be	
similar to the Sports Turf Managers Association 
(STMA)

  - Disseminate available information to 
   Sports Managers
  -  Research
  -  Education: field days and seminars
  -  Develop standards and guidelines for 
   safety aspects
•	 There	should	be	different	membership	categories	

and keep as broad as possible
•	 Suggestion	of	affiliation	with	STMA.	Also	an	offer	

from CGCSA to dispense information through 
their magazine Greenmaster and to join them at 
their conference in Toronto in March 1988. Sod 
producers also very interested in working together.

•	 A	 volunteer	 Steering	 Committee	 was	 formed	
consisting of Mike Bladon, Annette Anderson, Uwe 
Sehmerau, Bruce Calhoun, and Bob Allen.

•	 Action	for	the	future	to	use	a	Steering	Committee	
to do ground work and present a report. The report 
to include all aspects of the formation 
of the association.

Conference
The first Sports Turf Association 
conference was presented in coop-
eration with the Canadian Golf Su-
perintendents Association, March 9, 
1988 during the Canadian Turfgrass 
Conference. With 100 people in at-
tendance, the event, which was to 
become an annual one, was firmly 
established. This conference has 
through the years, morphed into the 
Ontario Turfgrass Symposium (OTS) 
that we know today, presented by 
the Guelph Turfgrass Institute, the 
Nursery Sod Growers Association 
of Ontario, the Ontario Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, 
the Ontario Recreation Facilities 
Association, the Ontario Turfgrass 
Research Foundation, the Profes-
sional Lawn Care Association of 
Ontario, the Sports Turf Association, 
and the Centre for Open Learning 
and Educational Support, University 
of Guelph.

For twenty-five years the Sports Turf Association has been 
dedicated to the promotion of better, safer sports turf.

That commitment continues.

The Agenda 
Sports Turf Association of Ontario 
Discussion Meeting
February 11, 1987 
Arboretum Centre 
University of Guelph 
Guelph, Ontario

•	 Welcome	and	Introductions

•	 ‘A	Sports	Turf	Association	of	Ontario’	
 Opening Remarks:
 Pat Tucker and 
 Mike Bladon, Grounds Department, 

University of Guelph

•	 Discussion
 - Do we see a need for a   

 Sports Turf Association?
 - If so, what would be the
   objectives of such an association?
 - Who should be members?
 - Should there be an affiliation 
  with another group?
 - Who would volunteer to 
  form an interim executive?

•	 An	Action	for	the	Future
 -  Interim executive
 -  Meeting time and place

•	 Adjournment




