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Maintaining Synthetic Turf  I  22
Rob Anthony, former NFL head grounds-
keeper, provides an indepth perspective 
on the use of water to better maintain 
infill synthetic turf sports fields. The 
old myth that these fields are relatively 
maintenance-free no longer applies.

18 coST & SelecTIon of natural turf 
fields. Determine your field type and 
then assemble the right team.

L

Inside Features 8 oTS 2012. Grow your knowledge by 
attending the province’s top educa-
tional and networking annual event. 
We have outlined all the sports turf 
specific sessions on pages 8 & 11.

Article & Photos By Bill Clausen, Facility Manager, Athletics Department, University of Guelph

ooking back, the main problem 
with the University of Guelph’s 
sports fields was over-use causing 
such significant wear and tear that 

The University of Guelph expanded its artificial turf inventory three-fold 
this year adding two new lit soccer pitches and a half-sized field to its 
inventory. The University also installed state of the art Polytan Liga 265 
Turf on the rugby pitch in 2010. The new fields were constructed on the 
site of the multipurpose practice fields located on the east side of campus 
near The Arboretum. The facility now features two full-sized lit artificial 
soccer fields, a half-sized artificial practice field and a full-sized natural 
grass rugby/football field. The west soccer pitches will have seating for 
roughly 450 spectators and the east for approximately 120.

no amount of maintenance could keep 
them safe for play after a certain number 
of hours of use. University sports field 
use is between August 15 and November 
30 each year. University of Guelph fields 
averaged between 45 and 60 hours of use 
each week during this time period. It was 
virtually impossible for the Grounds De-

partment to maintain turf during that time 
period. All that could be done was keep 
the fields closed from April to August and 
work diligently to ensure they were in as 
good condition as possible for the start of 
the fall playing season.

The secondary issue was the Univer-
sity’s inability to host external clients on 
its sports fields. The Department of Athlet-
ics would receive numerous requests from 
local, provincial and occasionally, national 
sports organizations, for fields throughout 

the year and the department could accom-
modate none of them. 

Taking a step back even further, in 
1971, the sports field inventory consisted 
of Alumni Stadium (lights), a rugby 
pitch (lights), soccer pitch (lights), field 
hockey pitch (lights), main softball dia-
mond (lights), South Diamond, and two 
football-sized multipurpose fields. Student 
population was under 10,000 students. 
Varsity athletic programs consisted of 
men’s football...  >> cont. inside on page 16

laying sod rolls on the new 
rugby field, november 2011.
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Deadline for Spring 2012 Sports Turf Manager: March 10.

reGUlAr colUMnS, depArTMenTS & SMAll feATUreS

27 STA Scholarship. Submission deadline is May 1; applications are online.

4 The president’s desk. By now, you should have received your call for 
nominations to the board of directors. Consider playing a role in 2012.

7 event calendar. January & February are full of educational opportunities.

STA Membership directory
Is your contact information cur-
rent? Your email address must be 
registered to login to the “Mem-
bers Only” section. There you will 
find the Call for Nominations, 
Slate of Nominees (in the new 
year), and details of our Annual 
General Meeting. The Registra-
tion form (at member rates) for 
the STMA annual conference & 
exhibition in Long Beach, Califor-
nia can also be accessed.

Michael J. Bladon educational link
The complete digital archives of 
the Sports Turf Manager as well 
as full subscriber access to Mich-
igan State University’s Turfgrass 
Information Centre.

Without continual growth and progress, such words as improvement, achievement 
and success have no meaning.  ~Benjamin Franklin

13 Grass Seed Update. Prices are going to increase and a look at a new 
spreading perennial ryegrass.




