“We are faced with yet another challenging year. On the positive side, winter in most parts of the country
was milder than normal which should result in less turf damage going into the spring. However, the
general lack of snowfall may result in moisture conditions that are less than optimal. Let's hope that
spring rainfall and warm temperatures give the grass, as well as construction projects, a strong start
to the summer. For those of us in Ontario and BC, the harmonized sales tax commences July 1. This
will add as much as 8% to previously exempt goods and services. While the impact of this initiative

will be positive for manufacturing and small business, it will add significantly to our industry costs,
particularly in the areas of utilities and insurance. The full impact may not be experienced until next
year, but already constrained budgets are getting another hit beyond our control. Vigilance and due
diligence are going to be tested again this year. The economy, generally, seems to be improving and this
is positive for the revenue side of our industry. However, as federal stimulus money begins to run out
toward the end of the year, we need to be aware of how this will affect us going forward.” By Paul Gillen
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