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Will the Rain Ever End?

Mark your calendars. OTS 2007 will
be February 19 & 20, 2007 at the
University of Guelph. This year’s
theme is Keeping it Green.

inter is fast approaching. The
time has come when we all can
sit back (a little) and reflect on
another busy season in sports

turf. And certainly, the talk of the indus-
try has been the extremely wet fall. The
month of September saw 18 rain days.
October had 21 days of rain, and Novem-
ber was not much better until the end of
the month. Combining the rainy days with
the subsequent ones needed to dry out did
not leave much time to get work done.
Furthermore, with all the wet conditions,
any field that was used continually will
likely be in the condition referred to as a
MUD BOWL.

Gearing Up For Winter Activities
At this time of year, many families are

constructing their backyard rinks in hopes
of a cold winter. In addition to being a long-
held Canadian tradition, backyard rinks
also serve to keep kids occupied instead of
spending hours in front of the TV (and what
parent doesn’t relish that idea!). Arenas are
also a buzz of activity with hockey, figure
skating and endless hours of public skat-
ing scheduled. What is also good to see is
that a number of municipalities are install-
ing outdoor rinks complete with cover and
boards. These facilities are being well used
for ball hockey, etc. in the warm season
and skating and hockey when ice condi-
tions permit.

OTS 2007
With winter approaching, there is an-

other event that everyone in the sports turf
industry should be planning to attend. The
Ontario Turfgrass Symposium once again
promises to be the premier turf event of
the year. Another great slate of speakers
has been confirmed. Mark February 19 &
20, 2007 on your calendars and I’ll see
you at the University of Guelph.

During the OTS, the Sports Turf Asso-
ciation will also be hosting our Annual
General Meeting. All members are wel-
come (and encouraged!) to attend. You
will receive your invitation early in the
new year. The AGM will be held Tues-
day, February 20 from 3:30 to 6:00 p.m.
in the Boardroom of Johnson Hall. Note
that over the past year we have restruc-

tured the STA scholarship program. Ap-
plications have been received and the re-
cipient will be announced at the AGM.
Lastly, we are now accepting nominations
for various board positions. You will have
recently received a nomination form by
mail. If you would like to be part of a great
team, please contact Lee Huether or any
board member for more information.
Deadline for nominations is December 22,
2006.

Celebrating Two Decades
In 2007, your Sports Turf Association

will be 20 years-old. Plans are now
underway to commemorate this event.
Stay tuned, we will keep you posted. We
hope that all members, past and present,
will join us as we celebrate this anniver-
sary year.

On behalf of the STA Board, I wish eve-
ryone a Merry Christmas and a prosper-
ous New Year.  ♦


