
Integrated Pest Management-Plant Health Care Council Launched
CHRIS MARK SUMMARIZES THE GUIDING PRINCIPLES OF THIS NEW COUNCIL

ver the last several months, the
Sports Turf Association has
joined other industry associa-
tions to form the IPM-PHC
Council. While this group is

newly formed, there is much activity and
energy going on at this time.

The mandate of this group is to encour-
age the responsible use of pesticides and
the promotion and implementation of IPM
strategies. An IPM Accreditation Program
that would be industry wide is the primary
goal of the IPM-PHC Council.

Ideally the IPM Accreditation Program
would be at the provincial level under pro-
vincial regulation. The IPM Accreditation
process will help reduce reliance on pes-
ticides through the application of Inte-
grated Pest Management and Plant

Health Care principles, with particular
emphasis on:

• Cultural practices that promote
optimum plant health

• Pest prevention
• Application of pesticides only when

necessary
• Use of reduced risk products

Members of the Council include the
Professional Lawn Care Association of
Ontario, Landscape Ontario, Ontario
Parks Association, Ontario Vegetation
Management Association, International
Society of Arboriculture, Structural Pest
Management Association of Ontario, On-
tario Golf Superintendents Association
and Hydro One, to name a few.
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The IPM Accreditation accredits com-
panies and/or organizations that demon-
strate commitment to the principles of
IPM. The IPM-PHC Council will set
standards for the accreditation procedure
and make decisions on conferring and re-
voking accreditation privileges.

The IPM-PHC Council has met as a
united group on several occasions and a
great deal of the work is being undertaken
by Landscape Ontario, most specifically
by Ken Pavely. Governance issues such

The program would be self-funding
with industry members contributing li-
cense fees, audit fees and exam fees. Com-
panies that fail to meet the criteria
established for IPM strategies, reduction
targets, education outreach, and market-
ing would be disciplined and ultimately
could lose their operators license. It is in-
tended that employees of industry com-
panies and municipalities can become
IPM Accredited through passing an exam.
The Council is entertaining the option of

having Ridgetown College op-
erate the IPM Accreditation
Program with the IPM-PHC
Council being an advisory
board.

At this point, the IPM-PHC
Council is a work in progress,
but it is very important the
group stay united and vigilant
in its fundamental goal of IPM
Accreditation at the provincial
level. The STA, like many other
industry groups, strongly advo-
cates the responsible use of
pesticides and IPM. Being a
member of the IPM-PHC

Council is aligned with the STA position
in terms of supporting a stewardship of
industries and partnerships.

As the IPM-PHC Council proceeds, we
will continue to keep you informed. Please
feel free to visit www.planthealthcare.ca
or contact the IPM-PHC Council at 905-
875-1805 .•

as bylaws and a constitution are currently
being finalized for approval at a future
meeting. Each association will be able to
have two representatives attend IPM-PHC
Council meetings, but each association is
entitled to only one vote.

The IPM-PHC Council would self
regulate the industry by engaging third
party auditors such as the Canadian Envi-
ronmental Auditors to perform both desk-
top and site inspections and audits. It is
intended the auditor would report directly
to the province (i.e. Ministry of Environ-
ment).

Editor's note: Ken Pavely will discuss the
state of IPM Accreditation and other items
relating to the pesticide issue at the On-
tario Turfgrass Symposium on Thursday,
January 23, 2003.
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