
Conclusions (of this three part
series)

Pesticides are thoroughly tested and the
data are reviewed by the Canadian Pest
Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA)
prior to registration. Pesticide products
that PMRA concludes have incomplete
databases or that cannot be used safely are
not granted registration and cannot be
sold, imported, or used in Canada. Our
country has the most stringent regulatory
requirements in the world. Pesticides, like
prescription drugs, can be used safely,
provided label directions are followed.
The recommended personal protective
equipment should always be worn when
handling and applying pesticides.

The benefits of using pesticides on turf
include reduced potential for allergic re-
actions caused by weed pollen and insect
stings and bites, positive health benefits
associated with increased participation in
outdoor sports such as soccer and golf,
fewer sports injuries, reduced soil erosion
resulting in less pollution of waterways
etc., and the psychological benefits of
improved aesthetics. The use of pesticides
on residential property is a matter of per-
sonal choice which should be respected.

Reviews of sound, scientific, peer-re-
viewed data indicate that allegations sug-
gesting occupational and bystander
exposure to pesticides is associated with
health effects such as asthma, cancer, en-
docrine disruption, developmental effects
and neurological impairment in children,
is currently unfounded. Unfortunately, the
media's presentation of possible associa-
tions between pesticide use and health ef-
fects has served to create an irrational fear
about pesticides among the general public.

As mentioned in Part 1 of this article,
any pesticide ban approved by a munici-
pality is a political decision based on emo-
tion and not one based on sound science.
This fact should be clearly communicated
to the constituents of the municipalities
involved .•

Editor's Note: The STA thanks Dr.
Houghton for her informative article on
Pesticide Exposure and Human Health.
Our appreciation is extended to her for not
only sharing her expertise but for all the
time and energy spent in editing this infor-
mation into three parts.
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