On the Road with Ace

“BUILDING A STRONG WORK ETHIC” BY TRAVELLIN MAN MEL LANFORD, FEATURED SPEAKER, 2002 STA FIELD DAY

n 1999 my wife, Teresa, and I made
adecision that changed and enriched
our lives. We sold all of our house-
hold possessions, purchased an RV, se-
cured corporate sponsors and created the
Ace of Diamonds Tour. Three years later,
I'm still travelling. I've been privileged to
meet some true characters, many of whom
have become my teachers and keep me in-
formed of interesting issues and facilities
that have deepened my appreciation and
love for all things related to baseball.
Each month, “On the Road with the
Ace” will profile different people and
places that I encounter on my travels. So,
sit back and ride along with me for a few
minutes while I introduce you to two dedi-
cated colleagues who share your passion
for sports fields. I enjoy meeting fellow
professionals and learning about your dif-

ferent methods, challenges and personali-
ties and I look forward to visiting a
ballpark near you soon.

Building a strong work ethic

“I'd give an arm and a leg for these
work ethics.”

Hoover, AL—Athletic field manager
Kenny Shaw of the Hoover Board of Edu-
cation maintains two very high profile
sports complexes, the Spain Sports Com-
plex and the Hoover High School Com-
plex. Both facilities have eight fields each
and the $55 million, newly constructed
Spain facility includes some $10.5 mil-
lion in field construction.

Kenny took on this 16-field responsi-
bility a year and a half ago. With no labor
force and limited equipment, he tackled
the grow-in and maintenance by himself,
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welcoming volunteer help from industry
partners in the evenings and weekends. He
has since assembled a four-man crew and
acquired the proper equipment and mate-
rials to effectively maintain his fields with
a low-labor budget. Like most people in
the profession, Kenny's passion for sports
field management comes from a lifelong
love of sports.

*“If it had a ball involved, I played it, **
Kenny says. “Working these facilities al-
lows me to remain involved in sports every
day.”

Kenny isn’t your typical amateur ath-
lete turned athletic field manager. Plagued
for more than 20 years with avascular neu-
rosis, a condition that causes deterioration
of cartilage and bone, the 37-year-old
married man underwent surgery February
4 to replace his left hip. After missing only
one week of work, he returned mid-Feb-
ruary on crutches to do whatever he could
until he recuperates. Six weeks later, the
other hip will be replaced. Kenny is more

concerned today about the development
of his winter ryegrass than he is about his
surgeries. In my opinion, Kenny deserves
the “Ironman in Sports Field Manage-
ment” Award.

Excited about the newly formed Ala-
bama STMA, currently supported by Ala-
bama vendors and educators, Kenny
believes that athletic field managers have
an excellent opportunity at STMA for edu-
cation and networking that is vital for ca-
reer success.

Nashville, TN—AL an early age, most
young people have role models they ad-
mire. Whether it’s a parent, preacher,
coach, teacher or relative, someone instills
certain values and sets examples for a
good work ethic.

Marty Kaufman, assistant sports field
manager for the Tennessee Titans, was
raised near an Amish farm community in
central Ohio. These devoted farmers and
craftsmen set a high standard of discipline

and work. When Marty was not involved
in school or sports, his spare time was
spent at his grandfather’s farm, just down
the road from his own home.

Grandpa lost his left arm as a young
man in a farming accident and had to im-
provise. When he would do mechanical
work on the old tractor or farm imple-
ments, he would use his right hand and
anything else, his chin, teeth or chest, to
get something done. Marty was amazed
watching this as a child, but looking back,
amazement has turned to respect for
Grandpa and a strong appreciation and
understanding for what hard work really is.

During the off-season, Marty spends his
time arranging upcoming events for the
Tennessee Valley STMA, for which he
currently serves as program director un-
der president-elect Bob Elliott of Nash-
ville.
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8:00 — 8:45 am Registration
Refreshments with Indoor Exhibitors

8:45 - 9:00 Opening Remarks

9:00 - 10:00 Intelligent Irrigation
Gregory Snaith, P.Eng., Rain Bird
International

10:00 - 10:15 Refreshments
with Indoor Exhibitors

10:15-11:00 The Olympic
Experience, Becky Kellar,
Member, Team Canada,
Women's Hockey

11:00 - 11:45 Introduction to Turf
Covers, Dr. Julie Dionne, University
of Guelph

11:45 - 12:30 pm Lunch

8 = June 2002

12:30 - 1:30 Meet with Outdoor
Exhibitors, Demonstrations on request

1:30 — 3:30 The Ace of Diamonds
Travellin® Man Mel Lanford

Intelligent Irrigation

Intelligent irrigation is about applying
the right amount of water at the right
time based on plant water require-
ments. Over-irrigating can be just as
detrimental to the health of plant ma-
terial as is under-irrigating. Learn
about what's new, available technol-
ogy, and how technology can be used
to simplify the challenges of irrigation
scheduling throughout a changing
season.

STA 15th Annual Field Day - Program at a Glance

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2002, RIVER OAKS RECREATION CENTRE, OAKVILLE, ONTARIO

Gregory Snaith received his Agricul-
tural Engineering degree from the Uni-
versity of Alberta in 1988. Following
graduation, he worked in Alberta for
eight years specializing in agricultural
irrigation. In January of ‘97, Gregory
launched out on his own, managing
an irrigation engineering consulting
business. In December of ‘98, he
joined Rain Bird International and





