
From the GTI Advisor
ROB WITHERSPOON SPEAKS OUT ON PESTICIDE BANS

Further to my columns on pesti-
cide bans, I would like to touch
briefly on pesticide bans and their

potential impact on sports fields. As the
majority of fields in Canada are managed
by public agencies like municipalities and
school boards, sports turf managers are
probably at the leading edge of managing
turf with minimal inputs. Many cities and
school boards have cut back or eliminated
pesticide use, in many cases for budget-
ary reasons as opposed to environmental
concerns. I feel for the sports turfmanag-
ers who have the knowledge and exper-
tise to manage their fields but lack the
budgetary support to do the job.

As a result, the state of many publicly
operated sports fields is less than ideal.
Goal mouth areas are mud holes and pros-
trate knotweed is the predominant plant
species on the field. Although I have not
seen the results of any studies in this area,
I would speculate that the safety risk to
children of poorly maintained sports fields
is exponentially greater than any poten-
tial health risk associated with pesticide

use. In the absence of pesticide use, many
of these fields do not even receive a mini-
mum of good cultural practices such as
fertilization, aeration and overseeding.

Hopefully the current drive to improve
the safety of playground equipment will
extend to the playing fields. Investment
in good construction and maintenance of
sports fields can only provide positive
impacts such as improved recreational
opportunities for youth and improved fit-
ness which I suspect would also lead to
better performance in the classroom and
a healthier society placing less demands
on our health care system.

The challenge is finding resources at a
time when the need for classroom materi-
als and municipal infrastructure upgrades
are competing for the same resources.
Perhaps alternative sources for support can
be found in the private sector. Many com-
panies already provide land and recrea-
tional facilities for their employees that
are shared with the community. A number
of large sports complex developments are
already being built utilizing a public-pri-

vate sector shared funding model. We cer-
tainly have the knowledge and expertise
to provide safe and healthy sports turf with
a minimum of pesticide use. Hopefully
pesticide bans will not become another
excuse for poorly constructed and main-
tained sports fields .•
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GTI Director Rob Witherspoon can be
reached at 519-824-4120 ext. 6886 or
via e-mail: robwith@uoguelph.ca.

~TlRFCARE

Red and grey clay
products designed for

baseball, cricket and tennis,
along with groundskeeping

tools and accessories.

TORO® - New & used turf equipment & irrigation products
PAR EX® - Slow release professional fertilizers
MILORGANITE® - Natural organic fertilizers
YAMAHA® - New golf cars & utility vehicles
E-Z-GO® - New golf cars & utility vehicles

TURF CARE PRODUCTS CANADA
200 Pony Drive, Newmarket, Ontario L3Y 7B6

Phone: 905-836-0988· Fax: 905-836-6442· www.turfcare.ca

MAR-CO CLAY PRODUCTS INC.

Tel.519-669-3657 Fax: 519-669-8799
www.marcoclay.on.ca
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HarticuItural Suppl~
Evertt Nieuwkoop

519-420-0080
Tami Packham
519-588-1275

• Plant Protection Products
• Granular, Uquid, &

Organic Fertilizers
• Turf Seld

Bruce Sheppard
519-660-9037

Dave Cowan
905-242-0785OR

Phone: 1·800·328·4678

PICKSEED@
good things growing ...

PICKSEED Canada Inc.
Box 304

Lindsay, ON K9V 483
1-800-661-4769
FAX (705) 878-9249

Fax: 1·800·922·2622

Doug MacMillan
Lindsay, ON
Car: 705-328-6663

Larry White
London, ON
Car: 519-649-8777

Jason Lehman
Kingston, ON
Car: 613-328-1628
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