Association Mail Box

WE APPRECIATE YOUR LETTERS. KEEP THEM COMING!

Choosing Seeds
\ Could you please supply

me with a list of top qual-
ity seeds for use on overseeding sports
turf. I am looking for Kentucky bluegrass,
creeping fescues and perennial ryegrass
seeds to be used in a mixture. We are in
eastern Ontario and perennial ryegrass is
not winter hardy in this area.

We are currently using a mixture of
60% Kentucky bluegrass (3 types) and
40% creeping red fescue (2 types). I would
like to add some perennial ryegrass to the
mix to replace some of the creeping red
fescue. We use this mix from mid-August
to the end of September.

How much perennial ryegrass can you
add to the mix without affecting the ger-
mination and growth of the Kentucky
bluegrass?

In the spring I am looking at using a
mix with a high percentage of perennial
ryegrass. Is it worthwhile to add some
Kentucky bluegrass or will it be smoth-
ered out by the perennial ryegrass? What
are your recommendations for a spring
mix to be used as an annual seeding.

We are members of the Sports Turf
Association and are very pleased with the
resources you supply. Any additional sup-
port you could provide would be much
appreciated.

— Terry Egan, Parks and Operations

Supervisor, City of Nepean, 613-829-8880

Response from Pam Charbonneau

As far as different cultivars of peren-
nial ryegrass, fescue and Kentucky
bluegrass, I can provide you with a list of

what is sold in Ontario. A good internet
resource is the National Turfgrass Evalu-
ation Program at www.ntep.org. It has trial
results from all the different grass species
at various locations, with some in Canada.

As far as how much perennial ryegrass
in the mixture, if you go greater than 20%,
you virtually get all perennial ryegrass
because it will establish and shade out or
out compete with the Kentucky bluegrass
and fine fescue seedlings.

As far as adding some Kentucky
bluegrass to perennial rye for overseeding,
I would not recommend to do that. It is
best to go with 100% perennial ryegrass.
You can blend several cultivars of peren-
nial ryegrass however.

Perennial ryegrass is the best spring
mix for an annual seeding.

I hope this information is helpful.
Please let me know if I can be of further
assistance.

— Pam Charbonneau, OMAFRA Turfgrass

Specialist, 519-824-4120 (x 2597), e-mail

pcharbon@omafra.gov.on.ca

Grub Infestation
Much like other southern Ontario com-
munities, the Town of East Gwillimbury
is experiencing a grub infestation. I am
looking for information on the following:
1. The best control methods.
2. The best re-construction methods for
green spaces destroyed by
these insects.
3. Any corporate policies
on how other communi-
ties react to citizen
concern of the perceived

migration from municipal to home-owner
property.
Any help you can provide would be
greatly appreciated.
— Terry Piche, Facilities Manager, Town
of East Gwillimbury, 905-478-7941

Response from Chris Mark

Terry, we have a fair bit of experience
with grubs here in Oakville. This area has
been impacted for probably 10-12 years
by chafers. We will, in fact, be treating
some areas this year. Answers to your
questions are as follows:

Best Control Methods

A new product, MERIT, is on the mar-
ket. It is produced by the Bayer company.
Consult your local supplier for informa-
tion. While the product is more expensive
than traditional insecticides such as
Diazinon, from what I hear it produces
excellent results. We have not yet used
MERIT, but I have heard great things from
others. It affects very young grubs. Larger
larvae are not controlled but if you can
control the young larvae, with one appli-
cation you should have good control.
Apply in the later part of June and water
itin. ’

For an organic solution you may want
to use nematodes. They take longer and
are a little more tricky to apply. You must
apply them in the range of a million or
more per application. We may try them
this year as an organic treatment, but

because we have no experience with
nematodes, we would like to treat
first with MERIT. I understand the
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|@ TWRF CARE

TORO® - New & used turf equipment & irrigation products

PAR EX® - Slow release professional fertilizers

MILORGANITE® - Natural organic fertilizers

YAMAHA® - New golf cars & utility vehicles
E-Z-GO® - New golf cars & utility vehicles

TURF CARE PRODUCTS CANADA
200 Pony Drive, Newmarket, Ontario L3Y 7B6
Phone: (905) 836-0988 Fax: (905) 836-6442

QUALITY BENT AND BLUE GRASSES,
PICK-UP OR DELIVERY

17525 Jane St.
R.R. #1 Kettleby
Ontario LOG 110

Toronto (416) 364-5700
Aurora (905) 727-2100
Fax (905) 727-8546
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