the key. Moderate nitrogen and control thatch on turf. As for
soil, perform no late corings and do not leave holes open. Adjust
your fall irrigation to maintain adequate soil moisture to avoid
winter drought, saturated soil, or standing water, and reduce
thatch accumulation.

Conclusion

It is the wise sports turf manager who will increase vigilance
on his/her fields following this article. In areas where there is a
lack of snow cover, increasing freeze-thaw cycles, or little rain-
fall, desiccation may become a problem. Conversely, areas of
high winter traffic, i.e. outdoor ice rinks, may have to be located
away from sports fields. A little preventative maintenance can
result in a field or fields that are ready for play after surviving a
harsh winter relatively unscathed. Have you filled in those low
areas where water may accumulate? Have you raised your cut-
ting heights? These and other issues may be particularly impor-
tant when groups are asking or demanding to be allowed on the
fields earlier in spring. Begin planning now! ¢
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Communities in Bloom

YOUR ASSOCIATION was well represented
at the Communities in Bloom First Annual
Symposium on Parks, Grounds, and Open
Spaces on September 24th and 25th in Win-
nipeg, Manitoba. STA member/director Dr.
Bob Sheard represented the Association, address-
ing the topic Design and Construction of Sports Turf Fields.

a presentation entitled It’s Time to Stop Playing Around.

STA member Vic Hergott was also on the speaker roster with

WALKER EQUIPMENT LIMITED
Specialist in Commercial Lawn Cutting Equipment

P.O. Box 118
Markham, Ontario L3P 3J5
(Hwy. 48, 3 km N of No. 7 Hwy.)

Telephone: 905-294-8333'
Toll Free: 1-800-318-9428
Fax: 905-294-1702

Ransomes” AR 250 Sports Field Rotary Mower

FOR A FREE DEMO, PLEASE CALL:

EQUIPMENT LTD.
1SO 9002 ReGISTERED

1184 Plains Road East
Burlington, Ontario L7S 1W6

Toronto Area: (905) 338-2404
Burlington Area: (905) 637-5216
All Other Ontario Areas: (800) 883-0761
Fax: (905) 637-2009

The AR 250 is Ransomes’ answer to cutting
sports fields versus conventional mowers. The
double-bladed 5-Gang rotary mulching decks
allow an extremely fine finish without the
costly repairs associated with adjusting reels to
bedknife, backlapping and reel sharpening.

ALL OUT-FRONT CUTTING DECKS.

98" cutting width

Hydrostatic power steering

7.5 mph cutting speed

38-hp Kubota liquid-cooled diesel engine
Parallel Series 4-wheel drive system

Five fully floating cutting decks

4" rear roller minimizes scalping

Cutting heights from %" to 5%" :
Rear roller provides attractive striping effect
No tools needed to change height of cut
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