A SECOND SUCCESS

Turfgrass Symposium
Grows in Quality and
Quantity

he registration at the 1993 Guelph Turf-

grass Symposium swelled to 886 from
the 560 who registered in 1992, The largest
increase was from the turf managers of the
future, the student registrants, as whose
numbers increased from 80 to 229. These
numbers do not include the 301 people who
attended the Trade Show only and the over
200 people who manned the exhibits. The
number of STA menbers in attendance re-
mained the same at 41.

While numbers are a statistical measure of
success, the speaker program was equally
well received. Over 400 people listened to
Dr. James Beard trace the development of
the turfgrass industry over the passed 50
years and project its development into the
next century. Likewise, each of the Concur-
rent Seminars was well attended. Subjects
ranging from ‘Team Building’ by Dr. Lynda
Pinnington to ‘Using Weather Information
for Smart Turf Management® by Prof. Terry
Gillespie gave attendees a wide range of
subject matter to choose from.

The Sports Turf Association hosted three
very well attended, half-day sessions where
10 speakers covered various subjects of in-
terest to field managers. The theme of the
Wednesday moming session on water was
attended by registrants from all aspects of
turf, golf superimendems, lawn care profes-
sionals and sod growers in addition to sports
field managers. In this session Prof.
Gﬂlespne enlarged on the water budget con-
cept of irrigation scheduling which was fea-
tured in the last Newsletter; AndrewGaydon
discussed the latest in equipment to apply
water; Bill Wardle outlined regulauons
which the government has, or may, impose;
and Tom Clancy reviewed what happens
when city politicians cut the water line to
your sports fields when drought strikes.

Make your plans now to attend next year’s
Symposium. It will be held January 5th, 6th
and 7th. The Organizing Committee is al-
ready working to give you a better program.
The other good news is the registration fee
will not change and parking is free.

GTI
Research Hilites

rofessors Jack Eggens, Tom Hsiang and Ken Carey, with the assistance
of graduate student Xuecai Liu, reported in the 1992 GTI Research Report
on a two-year trial with some new organic nitrogen fertilizers.

They introduced the report by stating “Societal concerns regarding environ-
mental quality are prompting the development and use of various kinds of
organic amendments to reduce or replace inorganic fertilizer and synthetic
pesticide use. These amendments come from a number of sources and they
may include slow release of nutritive components, protection from or enhance-
ment of the turfgrass microflora, or addition of different types of living or
non-living organic elements.”

One of the materials they compared to the standard nitrogen sources, ammo-
nium nitrate and sulphur-coated urea was the ‘RINGER’ products. These
materials are produced from poultry feather meal, blood meal, wheat germ,
sulphate of potash and bone meal. They also contain selected proprietary
strains of the bacteria, Bacillus subtilis and Bacillus spp., and other selected
soil microbes related to Trichoderma viride. These microorganisms may have
a competitive or antagonistic influence on pathogenic organisms which affect
turf,

The materials compared and the rate of nitrogen application are listed in
Table 1. Alginate is a marine kelp material of little nitrogen value whereas
Sandaid is a unspecified marine plant material of similar analysis. They are
reported to contain micro elements and other compounds of benefit to turf,

The materials were applied every four weeks beginning June 5, 1991 and
June 12, 1992 until September, followed by a dormant application in Novem-
ber for a total of six applications per year,

With the exception of Milorganite, the spring colour of the turf was directly
related to the nitrogen applied during the previous year. There was a trend for
the Ringer products to provide slightly better spring colour than the inorganic
forms of nitrogen. Turf quality, measured on the 12th of August, 1992, was

Table 1: The rate of application of several organic materials on
Kentucky bluegrass and ratings of turf colour and quality.
Nutrient Application Rate Spring Turf
Material Analysis Material _Nitrogen _ Colour Quality
(N-P-K) (kg/100 m?) (1-9%
Control - - - 1.0 53
Ammonium
Nitrate 34-0-0 1.3 0.44 40 75
S-coated Urea 45-0-0 1.5 0.52 40 7.0
Milorganite 6-2-0 7.4 0.44 20 6.5
Ringer Lawn
Restorer 9-4-4 4.9 0.44 45 78
Ringer Turf
Restorer 10-2-6 4.9 0.49 45 8.0
Bovamura - 0.5L - 1.0 6.0
Alginate 1-0-2 10.0 0.01 1.0 6.0
Sandaid 1-0-2 10.0 0.01 1.0 5.5
* Evaluation scores were from 1 to 9: 1 = poor, 5 = acceptable and 9 = excellent. Spring
colour ratings were made April 30, 1992, Quality ratings were taken from the Aug. 12, 1992
measurements.
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