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...for better, safer Sports Turf

E T oD I R I A L

The magazine Northern Turf Management states "grass is
sprouting up on 30 major college and professional ath-

letic fields that once were covered by a synthetic playing
surface". This is good news for turf managers and athletes
alike. It shows a growing confidence in our abilities to grow
top quality, wear tolerant turf that will reduce injuries to
players of all ages. According to Bruce Shank of Golf &
SportsTURF Magazine even the insurance companies are
asking about standards for hardness on athletic fields. Time
and again this hardness of the field has been a problem as
shown by studies including those at Penn State.
Foxboro Stadium installed a sand based system this year
(home of the New England Patriots). University of Michigan
also put in a sand-based field. Commonwealth Stadium in
Edmonton is the only professional natural grass field in the
CFL and it is not sand. Is sand the answer? Many park
systems are building them. They offer a mud-free alternati ve
at a time of the year when much of our rain can be expected.
Write and tell us about yours and why aren't we promoting
them more. Remember, it's the athletes that benefit!

Michael Bladon
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Turfgrass Centre about to sprout up
Understanding Turf Management, Part 2:
Sand, Silt and Clay .
Grass Seeds: A list
of seed available from major Canadian companies
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