
Welcome New STMA Members (continuedfrom page 7) 
Elsworth R. Sayre, Jr. Jeff Schimmelpfennig Chris Schlosser Rick Sedbrook 
Eastern Kentucky University Olivet Nazarene University Iowa Cubs Baseball City of Broomfield Parks 
Lexington, KY Bourbonnais, IL Des Moines, IA Broomfield, CO 
Frank Sever Gary Sheffield Ryan Sherwood Joe Skrabak 
Mayfield City School Dist. USAF Academy 1 Clark Companies SPORTSTurf Svcs./Brickman 
Highland Heights, OH USAF Academy, CO Delhi, NY Columbia, MD 
Tony Sloan Brad Smith Doug Smith Smith Group JJR 
City of Moberly Louisville Bats Teton County School Dist. Paul J. Wiese 
Moberly, MO Louisville, KY Jackson, WY Chicago, IL 
Steve Sperdute SPORTECHNIC 2000, Inc. SPORTEXE Sports Field Mgmt. Systems 
S & S Processing Daniel LeBlanc Jeff Richardson Ken Krausz 
W. Pittsburg, PA lie Perrot, PQ Fonthill, ON Paramus, NJ 
John Staffenhagen Collison Stewart Kari A; Tarantino Patrick A. Tate 
Upper Iowa University Paul Brown Stadium Student/Cal Poly Pomona Texas A & M University 
Fayette, IA Cincinnati, OH San Diego, CA College Station, TX 
Tim Thilo Ryan Thornton John Tierney Travis L. Tindell 
City of Greensboro Elon University Township of Piscataway Columbus Parks & Ree. 
Greensboro, NC Graham, NC Piscataway, NJ Columbus, IN 
Turf Star Curtis Walker Scott R. Waller Kevin Walsh 
Ron Brooks Highlands Ranch Metro Dist. Steelville, MO St. Andrew's Parks 
Brea, CA Highlands Ranch, CO Charleston, SC 
Mason Ward Eric Warren Josh Warstler Russell Washegesic 
City of Carrollton Univ. of Southern California Michigan State University Lansing Lugnuts 
Carrollton, TX Los Angeles, CA E. Lansing, MI Lansing, MI 
Donald "Butch" Webb Mark Weekley Western Farm Service Western Turf 
Clark Companies Chantilly Turf Farms Tim Isle Don Dunivan 
Delhi, NY Chantilly, VA Santa Ana, CA Reno, NV 
Dan Wheeler Michael Whelehan Tim White Matt Whitis 
Long Beach ROP R.M. Landscape Fairfax County Olivet Nazarene University 
Long Beach, CA Hilton, NY Fairfax, VA Bourbonnais, IL 
Wiedenmann North America, LLC Jack Wilfong Chris Williams Eric Williams 
Will Woverton Truf Equip. & Supply Co., Inc. Mississippi State University Pro Player Stadium 
Savannah, GA Jessup, MD Starksville, MS Miami, FL 
Michael J. Wilson Pat Wilson Larry Wittkopf Clark Wooten 
Professional Turf Specialties, Inc. Greener Grass Systems, Inc. Wittkopf Landscape Supplies Tri-State Turf, Inc. 
Fullerton, CA Eau Claire, WI Spokane, WA Newton Grove, NC 
Rick Wright 
Pro Player Stadium 
Miami, FL 

STMA Issues Awards of Special Recognition 
f a tie Sports Turf Managers Association issued Awards of 

special recognition during its 13th Annual Conference 
JL and Exhibition held January 

16 to 20,2002, in Las Vegas, Nevada. 
The recipient of the 2001 Dr. William 
H. Daniel Award was Dr. Coleman Y. 
Ward, (left in photo with Rich Moffitt) 
Professor Emeritus of Auburn 
University. 

The Dr. William H. Daniel 
Award is one of STMA's four Founders Awards - the 
highest Awards issued by the Association. The Award 
was named for the late Dr. Daniel in behalf of his pio-
neering efforts and long-term support of STMA. 

Dr. Ward has been an educator, resource and mentor 

in the turf industry, both during his pre-retirement years, and 
just as strongly in his retirement years. He has been a sup-
porter of the sports turf industry recognizing the special needs 
of the profession and working to coordinate and facilitate the 
spread of information among industry professionals and 
among those entering the industry. He also has worked to help 
gain recognition of the sports turf factor within the general turf 
industry and the entire green industry, with field user groups, 
facility owners and managers and the general public. 

Dr. Ward has served as a speaker at sports turf con-
ferences on the national, regional and state levels. The arti-
cles he has developed for numerous turf publications con-
tinue to contribute to the educational and professional body 
of knowledge that is elevating field maintenance prac-
continued on page 14 
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tices throughout the industry. This Award recognizes 
his ongoing contributions to the development of sports 
turf management practices that fit the needs of athletes 
within the parameters of today's multi-use facilities. 

The recipient of the 2001 George Toma Golden 
Rake Award was Terry Nance, 
Horticulture instructor for Cape 
Fear High School near 
Fayetteville, North Carolina. 

The George Toma Golden 
Rake Award was named for one of 
STMA's Founders, Mr. George 
Toma, whose work with the 
National Football League on Super 
Bowl field preparation has made him one of the Association's 
most high profile members. The recipient of this Award is 
someone who is on that quest to reach their goals and is 
demonstrating the "and then some" spirit which is so much a 
part of Mr. Toma's approach to sports turf management. 

Nance has demonstrated the "and then some" fac-
tor in building the school's agriculture program from one 
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that maintained approximately 70 students and one instruc-
tor, to one that presently contains over 200 students and 
two instructors. He is the only instructor in the 35 county 
Eastern Region of North Carolina that provides a Career 
Day for his students. Nance assumes the responsibility of 
management of the Cape Fear High School athletic fields 
in keeping with his philosophy of extending the classroom 
to hands on exposure to sports turf management. In 2001, 
he organized and coordinated a 2-day in-service sports turf 
workshop which brought together over 30 agriculture 
instructors and sports turf industry leaders from across 
North Carolina. ^ ^MfWniiii 

The 2001 Dick Ericson % 
Award was presented to Heather 
Nabozny, Head Groundskeeper 
for the Detroit Tigers Baseball 
Club, Detroit, Michigan. 

The Dick Ericson Award' 
was named for Mr. Ericson in 
honor of the significant contributions that he has made to 
continued on page 19 

P r o ' s C h o i c e Sports Field Products 

For the best performance... 
on the mound and in the batter's box, you can't 
beat Pro Mound packing clay. A unique blue 
gumbo clay, Pro Mound bonds to form a solid sub-
surface that allows players to dig in and establish 
footing without leaving large holes. It performs all 
year long - season after season. 

Call for information and sam-
ples of our full line of sports 

field products, including Rapid 
Dry® drying agent, Soilmaster® 
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STMA, including serving as its first President in 1981-
1982, and his continuing impact in raising the level of pro-
fessionalism within the industry. 

Ms. Nabozny has developed her leadership role in 
sports turf management, serving as Head Groundskeeper 
for the West Michigan Whitecaps in Comstock Park, 
Michigan, before moving to her current position as the first 
female Head Groundskeeper in Major League Baseball. 

Nabozny actively promotes the networking 
aspect of sports turf management. She has been an active 
member of STMA for a number of years and supports 
both the national STMA and the Michigan Chapter. She 
has hosted events and individual visits at her facility to 
assist in the education and training of other sports turf 
managers. Nabozny is well deserving of this award as 
one who is effectively leading her own team in accom-
plishing their goals in field maintenance. 

The recipient of the 2001 Harry C. Gill 
Memorial Award was Dan Douglas, Stadium Grounds 
Superintendent for the Reading Phillies Baseball Club 
in Reading, Pennsylvania 

The Harry C. Gill 
Memorial Award was named for 
Harry Gill, STMA's second presi-
dent, serving in that capacity from 
1982 - 1983. His commitment to 
the sports turf industry and his 
support of the goals and standards 
on which STMA is based are leg-
endary. The Gill Award denotes an 
individual's long-time service and commitment to STMA 
and those same goals and standards. 

Douglas is not only recognized for his commit-
ment to excellence in his sports turf management pro-
gram's focus on the safety and playability of the 
Reading Phillies baseball field, but also for his outreach 
efforts within the sports turf industry. He has been 
instrumental in the formation and development of the 
KAFMO Chapter of STMA; serving as Chapter 
President and guiding its leadership team. He is a mem-
ber of the Pennsylvania Turfgrass Council and sits on 
several state Advisory Committees. 

Douglas has been a speaker on sports turf topics 
at national, regional and state turf conferences, includ-
ing the STMA Annual Conference. He has written arti-
cles on sports turf topics for national and regional turf 
publications. He also has served at the national STMA 

of Special Recognition 

Conference as a Round-Table Discussion leader and as 
a session moderator. He has been a nominee for the 
STMA national Board of Directors and currently serves 
on the national STMA Marketing Committee. 

Douglas' relentless pursuit for safer and better 
sports turf has long been apparent in his work. His 
commitment to improving sports fields and sports field 
manager through education, training and image and his 
contributions to furthering the goals and objectives of 
the STMA at the local, regional and national levels have 
been outstanding. 

Recipient of the Outstanding Commercial 
Affiliate Award for 2001 was National Mower and 
Turfco Mfg. Inc. The Award was presented in recogni-
tion of the company's long-standing and continuing sup-
port of STMA. The company is a long-term advertising 
supporter of STMA's publications; helps support the 
annual Conference; and continues to promote profes-
sionalism within the sports turf industry. 

Greg Petry, Executive 
Director, Waukegan (Illinois) 
Park District, is the recipient of | 
the STMA 2001 President's 
Award. The Award was 
inscribed, "To Greg Petry in 
grateful recognition for the piv-
otal role you played in the his-
tory of the Sports Turf Managers 
Association and for your continued dedication and 
commitment to STMA's growth and Mission." Greg 
has held various positions on the national STMA 
Board, helping guide the Association through many 
challenges, and served as STMA President in 1994 and 
1995. He received the Harry C. Gill Memorial Award 
in 1996. He continues to support increased profes-
sionalism throughout the industry. 

Another outstanding individual was honored at 
the STMA Banquet, when Sportsturf Magazine 
announced Dr. Tony Koski as the recipient of the mag-
azines 2002 Manager of the Year award. The recipient 
is selected by the magazine following input by the pre-
vious recipients of the award. Koski has been invloved 
with turfgrass teaching, research, and extension since 
1980. He has been a member of the STMA since 1990 
and is currently a Board member, Education Committee 
Chair, member of the Certification Committee and 
serves on the SAFE Foundation Board. 


