SPORTS TURF MANAGER
Official Newsletter of the Sports Turf
Managers Association
1375 Rolling Hills Loop
Council Bluffs, IA 51503-8552
712/366-2669, 800/323-3875
(FAX) 712/366-9119
(e-mail) SportsTMgr@aol.com
(world wide web)
http://www.aip.com/STMA

Volume XVI Number 5
September/October 1998

OFFICERS
President
Stephen H. Guise
Marina Landscape, Inc.

President-Elect
Rich Moffitt
Saint Louis University

Commercial Vice President
Bob Curry
Covermaster Inc.

Secretary
L. Murray Cook
Disney’s Wide World of Sports™ complex

Treasurer
Bob Patt
Thurman Munson Memorial Stadium

BOARD MEMBERS
Tom Burns
Texas Rangers Baseball Club

Bob Campbell
University of Tennessee

Mary Owen
University of Mass. - Extension

Tim Moore
M-NCPPC

Lynda Wightman
Hunter Industries

Immediate Past President
Mike Schiller
Rolling Meadows Park District

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
Executive Director
Steve Trusty

Support Staff
Suz Trusty

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Stephanie Watts
Trusty & Associates

TECHNICAL EDITOR
Dr. Gil Landry, Jr.
The University of Georgia

Spons Turf Manager is a publication of Sports Turf Managers

fon (STMA). It is bi-monthly and is free to STMA
members. Sports Turf Managers’goal is to promote the mission of |
the association by providing a channel for communication
| between the representatives of the board and its constituency.
STMA is not responsible for the opinions expressed In this publi-
cation. Address changes, h itori
inquiries should be directed to the uacum alﬂcas 0 1! m Sports
Turf Managers Association. All Rights Reserved.

President’s Message
It Only Comes Once A Year!

by Steve Guise, President

he Annual STMA Conference is

just around the corner and I hope

all of you can be there to get the
opportunity to hear some of the most
intelligent and experienced turf managers
speak on a number of industry topics. |
also hope all of you can experience the
camaraderie of meeting fellow sports turf
managers from all across the US and
other parts of the world.

I’ve learned so much from our
Conferences since my first one in San
Diego some seven years back. I hope
YOU can take advantage of this "once a
year" opportunity.

January weather is pretty nice in
Arizona’s Valley of the Sun (Mesa,
Phoenix, Scottsdale, Tempe). That, along
with the great facilities in the area, have
made it the spring training site for many
Major League Baseball teams and a popu-
lar location for year-round play in baseball
as well as football, soccer and other sports.
Many of the great facilities will be featured
on the optional Seminar on Wheels bus
tours held on Wednesday, January 13th
and Sunday, January 17th. (See front page
article for more details).

Another option available on
January 13th is golf. Dedicated golfers
and duffers alike will soak up some sun
and enjoy the great views as they tackle
the challenges of a desert course in this
friendly competition.

A first for STMA — and we antic-
ipate a trend of things to come — is the
special January 13th session developed
by Category I members for Category I
sports turf managers: those responsible
for professional sports facilities. This
one-day session will contain educational
sessions, Round-Table discussion and a
separate tour of BOB, all focused on
addressing issues as they affect those
dealing with the special demands of pro-
fessional sports facilities.

Depending on the feedback from

Steve Guise

those participating in this session, and
input that will be requested from
Conference attendees in other STMA
membership categories, future
Conferences may include such focused
one-day sessions for several (or maybe
all) STMA membership categories.

Thanks to feedback from last
year’s Conference, educational offerings
again include both general sessions on
issues of interest to all, and concurrent
sessions — three at a time -- that focus on
specific aspects of sports turf manage-
ment and give you the opportunity to
select the topics that matter most in your
own operation. Also at your request, the
Thursday evening reception and Friday
lunch will both be held in the trade show
area, giving attendees and exhibitors a
great atmosphere for interaction.

Again, in response to last year’s
feedback, the Live Auction and the wrap-up
of the Silent Auction are combined in a
stand-alone event this year, right after lunch
and the official Annual Meeting on Saturday.
Saturday sessions will close with a
Conference feature retained by popular
demand — the interactive Round-Table dis-
cussions, with even more choices of topics.

So...don’t forget to keep your
summer wardrobe available for your trip
to the Valley of the Sun this coming
January. See you there!
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