Headquarters Update

by Steve Trusty, Executive Director

onference Registrations are starting

to pour in. Have you made plans to

in Florida in January? Every indi-

cation points to a record number of attendees

and a record number of exhibitors. Don’t

miss out on the opportunity to leam from

your peers and to see the newest in products

that can make your job easier. You will also

have the opportunity to attend many very

worthwhile educational sessions and visit

facilities that you might not otherwise have a

chance to see. It is not too late to get your
reservation in.

Another incentive to be in Orlando in
January is the announcement of the
Certified Sports Turf Manager (CSTM)
program. Your committee has been hard at
work and have a prliminary program
approved by your Board of Directors.  We
plan to present the official program during
the conference. Thanks to all of you who
took time to contact headquarters or com-
mittee members with your thoughts. While
it is not possible to adopt every suggestion
made or to make everyone happy, your
committee did give every response consid-
eration. While the "official" program is
being introduced, any good program is a
growing program and will continue to be
tweaked.

Would you like to assist your associa-
tion and receive immeasurable benefits in
return? Volunteer to serve on one or more of
the STMA Committees. Refer to page 9 of
your Membership Roster and decide which
committee(s) you would like to contribute
to. Contact President-Elect Stephen Guise
or the STMA Headquarters and express
your interest. Your board is always looking
for people with ideas to share.

Speaking of the Roster, since STMA
has grown so dramatically this past year, we
have decided to publish an addendum to the
1996-97 Roster. You should receive your
copy very shortly. This addendum lists all of
the new members that have joined between
the first of the year and the end of
September. Between the two volumes you
can find all of the current STMA members.

Use these valuable resources to contact
your peers whenever you need assistance.
We constantly hear stories of STMA
members helping others. That is one of
the great joys of working with all of you.
Be sure that you have your 1998 dues
paid no later than March. That is when we
will be preparing the 1998 issue of the
Membership Roster. Only those whose
dues are paid by that time will be listed.
The intent now is to publish the current
year’s Roster for distribution each May.
We at Headquarters hope that you all
had a very thankful Thanksgiving and wish
you a most joyful Holiday Season.
STM

How Do You Do...?

continued from page 3
ing water pushed aside with foam covered
rollers. However, during a concert, the
show goes on rain or shine. For immediate
solutions, I use stakes and ropes to steer peo-
ple to better areas, and on the heaviest trav-
eled areas, I put plywood down to help
spread the weight around. With the excep-
tion of placing field tarps in front of the stage
areas, not a lot else can be done at that time.
Short term solutions for removing
standing water include digging a small hole
in the center of your puddle and using a
"trash" pump along with foam covered
rollers to push the water towards the hole.
Afterwards, the area can be dried further, if
needed, with a calcined clay product.
Depending on how your drainage
handles excess water, sometimes a longer
term cure is needed. At Midway, a July 17th
concert really did the field in after a 3" rain-
fall the night before. Because of all the rain-
fall, compaction in front of the stages (there
were 3) was horrible. My solution, short of
reconstructing these areas, was to aerate
with a deep drill machine, which drilleda 1"
diameter by 8" deep hole and backfilled the
holes with a ceramic product (sand can also
be used). I did the worst areas and it seemed
to do the trick for me. STM
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